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CANADA. 


No. 1. 
Cory of a DESPATCH from Viscount Monck to the Right Honourable 
Epwarp CarpweELL, M.P. 
(No. 31.) 
Sir, Quebec, January 26th, 1865. 


I nave the honour to transmit to you the Canadian Blue Book for 1863. The 
delay in forwarding it has been caused by a change amongst the Officers of the Depart- 
ment whose duty it is to prepare it. The Blue Book had, in consequence of this change, 
been arranged hastily and in an inaccurate manner, and it was necessary that it should 
be returned to the proper officer to be corrected and completed. 


I have, &c. 
The Right Honourable Edward Cardwell, M.P., (Signed) MONCK. 
&c. &c. &c. 


To His Excellency The Right Honourable CHARLES STANLEY, Viscount Moncx, Governor General 
of British North America, &c., &c., &c. 


May it please Your Excellency : 
The undersigned has the honour to present to your Excellency the Public Accounts for the 
year 1863, together with the Report of the Board of Audit thereon. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 
(Signed) L. H. Horron, | 
Quebec, 20th February, 1864. Minister of Finance. 


Sir, Audit Office, Quehec, Feb. 13, 1864. 


Tue public accounts for the year 18633, which we have the honour to submit to you, exhibit 
a more favourable balance than has been the case for several years past. The five great sources of 
revenue, the Customs, Excise, Public Works, Post Office, and Territorial Revenue, have together pro- 
duced $7,662,490.93, which exceed the receipts from the same sources 1n 1862 by $1,104,961.00 ; 
the minor revenues of the Consolidated f'und have realized $914,821.02, being an increase upon 1862 
of $119,335.10; and the receipts of the Trust Funds and other open accounts have been ,31,193,004.34, 
which is an increase of $127,575.76. Whilst the revenue has thus increased in the aggregate 
$1,851,871.86, there has been a diminution of expenditure to the extent of $228,873.47, making a 
total of $1,580,745.33 ; but in spite of this great improvement upon 1862, there is still a serious 
deficiency, although very much less than was estimated. 


Expenditure, less Redemption of Debt - - $§10,742,807.41 
Receipts, less sale of Debentures and Sinking Fund - 9,760,316.34 








Deficiency - * $982,491.07 


We have made one change in the form in which the accounts are exhibited. When the Public 
Accounts for the year 1858 first gave a statement of the receipts and payments of the year from all 
sources, instead of those only belonging to the Consolidated Fund, as had been the previous practice, 
it was thought desirable for the purposes of comparison, still to show the receipts and payments of the 
Consolidated Fund separately, and to classify the others according as they were on account of Trust 
Funds, Guaranteed Accounts, &c., and the Statement No. 3, in which this abstract was given, 
became thus complicated with six columns. It does not appear to us that any useful purpose is 
served by continuing this cumbrous form any longer, and we think that it will be sufficient to make 
a simpler division, placing in one column the expenditure charged, or which will ultimately be 
charged against the bcnsolidated Fund, and in another, that which is carried to open accounts in the 
ledger, a characteristic which is common to all those accounts which were formerly subdivided into 
three classes. the limits of which were not very clearly defined. 

For the same reason we have thought it unnecessary to retain the column of Unprovided Items, 


a detailed statement of which is given elsewhere in the volume. The receipts are classified upon the 
same principle. 
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By great exertion, the Public Accounts are ready to submit to Parliament more than a month 
earlier than was ever the case before ; but this has only been possible by having a large part of them 
printed off, before the receipt of the accounts from the London agents, and from many of the sub- 
accountants in Canada, had enabled the ledger for the year to, be finally closed and balanced. This 
has been the source of much additional labour and anxiety, of greatly increased liability to error, and 
we desire to renew the suggestion made last year, that, if an early meeting of Parliament is desired, 
some change should be made in the termination of the financial year. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

Joun Laneton, Auditor. 
Wm. Dickinson, Deputy Inspector General. 


To the Honourable Luther H. Holton, R. 8S. M. Boucuerre, Commissioner of Customs. 


Minister of Finance. 
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“SANADA. 


EEE 


Comparative Statement of the Entire Payments and 
eee 
PAYMENTS. | 











«¢ 





| 1861, 1862. 1863. 
| | 
. | ; | s cts. S ets. s ets. 
Interest on Public Debt - ° , e é -! 3,735,789 05 3, 774, 314 65 | 3, 717, 733 85 
Charges of Management - - - -| 67,298 91 52,076 65 42,638 36 
Exchange : - - - . - 26,666 70 20,754 12 19,611 14 
Sinking Fund | . oe - 119,391 79 166,975 33 182,743 32 
Redemption of Public Debt - - ‘ 2 -| 2,738,872 21 279,830 66 | 4,166,375 10 
Premium and Discount - es - : : : 13,441 35 7,098 03 32,520 66 
Civil Government : : - - - - 437,285 49 486,620 O04 430,527 47 
Administration of Justice, East - - - - 350,557 54 346,375 78 364,785 72 
Do. West - - - - . 320,176 55 318,312 23 330,530 32 
Police : - - 30,548 20 31,179 36 | 30,831 34 
Penitentiary, Reformiatorics and Prison Inspection - 148,046 55 155,612 03 152,190 60 
Legislation - - - - - - 463,124 57 | © 432,048 19 627,377 92 
Education, East - : . - - 259,601 91 260,298 75 254,317 86 
do West ee | 247,192 11 | 273971 06 | 274112 68 
Literary and Scientifie Societies - - - - 17,900 00 16,800 00 14,300 00 
Hospitals and Charities - - - - - - 272,041 55 307,686 71 250,942 25 
Geological Survey = - -~— - ee 20,315 09 17,400 00 23,650 00 
Militia and Enrolled Force - - - - - - 84,687 60 98,444 70 | 481,116 17 
Arts, Agriculture, and Statistics - - - - 2,317 OO 17,472 O1 11,421 82 
Census - =e = - - - 118,393 77 24,648 46 12,629 24 
Agricultural Societies lt - - - " 2 102,620 21 108,348 58 105,696 11 
Emigration and Quarantine - - - s 3 48,435 57 | ° 54,323 56 57,406 32 
Pensions = : : - - - - 34,509 38 42.473 03 40,460 49 
Indian Annuities - - - - om 35,420 00 | 26,620 00 43.820 00 
Public Works and Buildings - : < -* -i 1,036,240 45 | 421,053 03 474,712 40 
Rents, Repairs, &c. do - . ‘ ‘ 39,572 05 | 97,041 71 39,247 07 
Roads and Bridges - 3 - ee 181,668 81 | 259,582 99 119,627 72 
Ocean and River Steam Service - 7 . . 432,022 73 | 507,944 48 511,356 40 
Light House and Coast Service - - a 110,462 08 | 103,522 14 102,724 75 
Fisheries 4 - - 4 27,342 00 | 25,215 76 99758 4] 
Redemption of Saieniocial Rights - - : | 224,133 46 379,849 22 229 608 12 
Culling Timber - “- - 68,399 O06 | 68,576 O08 76,827 O4 
Railway and Steamboat Inspection - - - 15,113 17 | 15,020 40 10,577 81 
Advances - - - 411,668 43 293,462 02 $9,518 78 
Municipalities Fund, East and West - - -, 445,314 27 | 313,384 58 142,333 86 
Indian Fund - - - - 99,726 O7 | 112,819 35 131,939 55 
Subsidiary Lines - - - , 340,000 00 | 80,590 OO ass 
Reception of H.R.H. as Prince of Wales - - “| 63,225 29 — as 
Miscellaneous - - - - | 45,849 91 | 64,099 20 68,469 26 
Collection of Revenue : ! : | 
Customs - - 2s : -| 363,401 44 379,402 81 364,947 83 
Excise - - = . : : | 31,779 87 35,173 74 36,613 58 
Post Office - - - - . -! 449,521 19! 436,586 51 431,906 71 
Public Works _ - - & -, 279,006 92' 313,823 47 236,761 91 
Territorial - - - -; 277,503 93 =: 135,797 75 79,767 67 
Fines and Forfeitures - - - | 14,380 59 | 11,716 99 7,627 82 
Minor Revenues - - - - | 1,092 00 75+ 14 413 03 
Special Funds - : -| 97,777 46) 91,523 31 70,694 05 
‘ | 
| 
— 
. | 
| | 
{ 
—_———— 
Total Payments - - ¥ 14,742,834 28 | 11,395,923 56 | 14,909,182 51 








| 


AvupiT OFFICE, QUEBEC, January 1864. 


Debentures, &c. 
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Receipts of the Province, in the Years 1861, 1862, and 1863. 
| . 
_ RECEIPTS. | 1861. | 1862. 1863. 
Ordinary Revenues. 8 cts. | 8 cts. s cts. 
Customs - - - - - - 4,774,562 26 | 4,652,183 06 | 5,171,080 32 
Excise - - - - - | 844,665 14 500,313 52 829,801 77 
Post Office - - - - | 857,015 40 391,443 07 438,864 16 
Ocean Postage - - - - 100,709 45 17,274 14 0 00 
Public Works - - - 324,619 63 383,704 21 539,948 99 
Provincial Steamers - - - 303578 35 37,756 98 35,874 O7 
Territorial : : : : 678,922 82 | 629,886 12| 682,795 74 
Casual - - - - 22,124 39 11,201 09 11,813 60 
Quebee Loan - - - - 685 26 6 92 294 65 
Interest on Investments 7 - - - - 489,304 91 394,745 94 362,769 70 
Premium and Discount - - - - - 18,932 67 3,373 31 157,754 O04 
Bank Imposts - - - - - - - 52,374 95 26,421 90 15,417 68 
Law Fees - - - 2 - - 32,514 84 30,267 28 29,524 00 
Fines and Forfeitures - - - - - 24,283 39 22,340 67 14,359 34 
Special Revenues. 

Law Fees, Lower Canada - - - - 82,480 11 70,276 68 91,731 77 
Do. Upper waned - - - 40,826 77 44,198 84 50,535 43 
River Police - - - 12,890 25 10,645 72 14,099 54 
Mariners Fund - - - - 14,255 18 11,778 56 14,373 24 
Passenger Duty (migration and Quarantine) - 19,112 00 21,341 00 18,039 00 
Railroad and Steamboat Inspection - - 23,372 33 10,265 97 10,450 95 
Fisheries - - - 7,371 85 8,824 6] 7,170 80 
Shipping Office Fees Se - - - 860 00 826 00 653 00 
Cullers Office Fees - - - - | 67,304 25 73,940 31 79,960 21 

| 

| 

{ 


8 








Debentures and Stock - - - - : 2,756,305 59 | 2,220,759 99 | 1,702,191 66 
Imperial Sinking Fund - - - - — — 2,920,000 00 
Sales of Public Works - - . - 7,696 99 1,362 10 ! 8,228 33 
Guaranteed crnd Adrance Accounts. ! 
Municipal Loan Fund, Upper Canada - - - 186,309 00 123,849 20 184,362 62 
Do. Lower Canada - - - 93,078 47 6,224 37 170,392 44 
Quebec Fire Loan - - - - - - 4,814 55 3,489 29 6,424 05 
Law Society - - = = © = = 19,936 47 16,312 34 13,341 11 
Court Houses, Lower Canada - - - - | 24,224 47 28,163 19 25,392 81 
Upper Canada Building Fund - - - : 29,169 30 | 27,738 OO 29,943 28 
Great Western Railway, Interest Account - - 24,160 00 24,150 00 25,052 48 
Northern Railway, Interest Account - - 475 00 — 14,125 00 
Grand Trunk Railway, Postal Subsidy Recount - — — 39,966 48 
Do. Advance Account - - 1,000 00 — 0 00 
Do. Special Account - - — 2,567 62 0 00 
New Coinage - - - - - - _ 4,803 27 — 0 00 
Ocean Steam Company - - - - - 189,619 98 1,225 00 0 00 
Improvement Fund, Advance Account - - — 3,486 80 0 00 
Montreal [arbour Commission - - - : — — 22,200 00 
Investment ex Consolidated Canadian Loan - - 867,749 38 60,000 00 21,368 41 
Consolidated Fund, Investment Account - - 8,900 00 124,898 63 7,781 68 
Trust Funds. 
Tavern Licences - - - 3,400 99 3,886 60 3,962 15 
Lower Canada Building and Jury Fund - - — 2,892 93 29,710 68 
Municipalities Fund, West - - - 298,049 24 177,021 41 132,695 48 
Do. East - - - 26,976 07 24,916 79 38,752 38 
Education, West - - - - - 22,110 74 14,668 20 7,887 73 
Do East - - - - - 27,750 13 18,167 10 35,953 07 
Common School Fund - - - - 111,594 25 207,393 53 128,240 25 © 
Indian Fund : - &£ 2 a 3 256,629 02 165,789 57 | 223,409 94 | 
Copy Right Duties —- : : : : 999 67 826 30 672 52 | 
Indemnity to Revenue Inspectors - : 141 55 = 341 45 
Trust Fund Investment Account = - - : ' 24,400 00 16,400 01 16,800 00 
Bursar of University - - - - - - 1,109 13 — 0 00 
Quebec Bishopric ° - - - - - 41,878 68 — 0 00 
Provident Savings Bank - = - -. 102,533 34 — 0 00 
Total Receipts - ° - - - 12,655,581 48 | 10,629,204 47 | 14,382,508 00 





(Signed) 


LANGTON, Auditor. 
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Canapa. To the Hon. L. H. Holton, M.P., 
Minister of Finance. Finance Department, 
Sir, | Customs, March 28th, 1864. 
I Bea leave to lay before you the Trade and Navigation Tables of the Province for the year 
1&63, compiled from the returns transmitted to this office by the collectors of the various branches of 
the revenue arising from customs, excise, and canal tolls. 
The whole importations for 1863 amount in value to $45,964,493. 





Of which were imported— 





From Great Britain - - - - §20,177,572 
, British Colonies - - - - 642,908 
», the United States - - - - 238,109,362 
» other Foreign Countries - - - 2,034,651 


The total amount of the importations, classed with reference to duties and exemptions, shows ;_ 
the following result, viz. :— 


Value of Dutiable Goods - - - - $22,938,270 
Free Goods, other than Coin and Bullion - - 18,373,936 
Coin and Bullion - - - - 4,652,287 


Compared with 1862, there has been a falling off in the importations, as follows :— 
The decrease has been— | | 











From Great Britain - - - - $1,001,740 

. the United States - - - - 2,063,795 
3,065,535 

The increase— | 
Irom the British Colonies - - - 868,588 
» Foreign Countries other than U.S. — - - 360,807 — 

— 429,395 
Showing an aggregate decrease of = - - - - $2,636,140 


The collections, however, owing to the increased duties on tea, coffee, sugar, and molasses, imposed _ | 
in June 1862, compare more favourably with the past year, the revenue from customs for 1862 having * 
been $4,652,748, against $5,169,173 for 1863, or an increase of $516,425. 

The exports of the province are shown to have amounted in 1863, to $41,831,532, an increase of 
upwards of $8,600,000 over 1862. This large increase is chiefly referrable to the exports of timber | 
and lumber, that item alone, under the head of produce of the forest, having exceeded by more than 
$4,000,000, the exports of the preceding year. 

It is also worthy of note, as indicative of the prosperity of one important branch of the industry of 
the province, that, whilst the value of ships built and exported at Quebec in 1862 amounted to only 
$988,428, it rose in 1863 to $2,287,901, showing an increase in the latter over the former year of } 
$1,299,473, or rather more than 131 per cent. 7 

The returns of distillation and brewing show a decrease in the manufacture both of spirits and 
malt liquors, viz. :— 














Spirits distilled in 1862 - - - 93,875,073 galls. 
” ” 1863 ra - = 3,66 1,668 99 
Less in 1863 - - 153,405 ,, 
Malt liquors in 1862 - : : - 5,920,296 galls. , 
,  » 1863 - : : - 5,566,623 __,, 





Less in 1863 - 353,673 ,, 


The decrease in the distillation of spirits may be accounted for by the fact that 32 distilleries were | 
partially or wholly closed during the year, whilst the falling off in the manufacture of malt liquors 
may, to some extent, be explained by the suspended operations of 27 breweries in Upper Canada, in 
which section of the province the decrease is shown by the returns to have been 437,023 galls. the 
increase in Lower Canada being 83,350 galls. 

The average yield of spirits per bushel of grain, as returned by the collectors of inland revenue, 
shows some improvement this year upon the product of last year, viz. :— 


In 1862, yield per bushel - - - - 2,', galls. | 
In 1863, % > : - - = Dey , 


With regard to the trade of the provincial canals, a glance at the two comparative statements, | 
Nos. 11 and 12, will show that there has been some falling off in the movement of goods on the 
Welland and St. Lawrence Canals in 1863, as compared with 1862, the decrease on the Welland 
being 8.26°/,, and on the St. Lawrence 7.19°/,; compared, however, with 1860, the increase on the 
Welland has been 20.73°/,, and on the St. Lawrence 22.19°/,. On the Chambly Canal, the increase 
in 1863 over 1862 was 37.45°/,, and over 1860, 16.67°/.. 

The average decrease of the movement of property on the six canals in 1863, compared with 1862, 
is a fraction less than 2°/,; but when compared with 1860, the six canals show an aggregate 
increased traffic of 18,13°/,. | 
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The tolls, wholly abrogated in May 1860, on the St. Lawrence, Burlington Bay, and Ottawa canals 
were re-imposed on the 13th April 1863. 

The gross collections from tolls on all the provincial canals in 1863, amounted to $385,220.21, in 
1862, to $213,487.41, representing the tolls collected on the Welland and Chambly canals only, the 
other canals being free. 

All which is humbly submitted. 


R. S. M. Boucuerre, 


Commissioner of Customs and Excise. 


REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE MILITIA OF THE PROVINCE. 


Under the provisions of the Militia Law, passed during the last session of Parliament, the necessary 
steps have been taken for the organization, in 1864, of the battalions of service militia, contemplated 
by the Legislature. An organization so differing in detail from the militia system in existence prior 
to the passing of that law, has necessitated a considerable amount of labour in the preparation of 
the machinery necessary for calling these battalions into existence. The enrolment of the names of 
persons liable to do militia service is now being taken in the several regimental divisions by the officers 
specially charged to perform that duty by the Legislature, with a view to these rolls being in readiness 
for delivery to the boards to be organized under section 23, “for the purpose of balloting from the 
names appearing on the ‘service rolls,’ or the ‘reserve roll,’ as the case may be, for the requisite 
number of men to form a battalion or battalions of the regiment, as may be required by the 
Commander-in-Chief.” 

The schools for the military instruction of all candidates for commissions in the service militia have 
been duly provided for, in connexion with regiments of Her Majesty’s forces stationed in the garrison 
towns of Quebec and Toronto, In November last, a copy of the following circular was addressed 
from this office to each of the brigade-majors, and was afterwards made public throughout the 
province :— 


CrrcuLAR. 


“ I am desired by his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief to acquaint you that, so soon as the 
necessary arrangements can be completed, the School of Instruction for candidates for commissions in 
the ‘service’ battalions of militia authorized by section 52 of the Militia Act of last session, will be 
opened for the reception of such candidates under the following regulations :— 


“1, All officers under the age of 45 years, at present holding commissions in the ‘ Non-Service 


(Sedentary ) Militia, are eligible as candidates for commissions in the ‘ Service’ Militia; but 


candidates are not confined to persons now holding such commissions. 

‘© 2. All candidates for commissions in the ‘ Service’ Militia, will be required, before appointment, 
to obtain a certificate, as herein-after mentioned, from one of the commandants of the 
School of Instruction; and no person shall be appointed or promoted to the rank of field 
officer in the § Service’ Militia, who shall not have obtained a ‘ first class’ certificate. 

“3. A ‘first class’ certificate shall be given to those candidates who shall have proved themselves, 
to the satisfaction of the commandant of the School of Instruction, able to drill and handle 
a battalion in the field, and who shall have acquired a competent acquaintance with the 
internal economy of a battalion. 

“4. A ‘second class’ certificate shall be given to those candidates who shall have proved them- 
selves able to command a company at battalion drill, and to drill a company at ‘company’s 
drill.’ 

«5, No certificate of either class shall be given to any candidate who is not himself perfectly 
drilled as a private soldier. 

“6, No candidate shall be permitted to remain at the school for a longer period than three 
culendar months from the date of his entry. 

«7, The actual travelling expenses of all candidates in coming to and returning to their homes 
from the school shall be paid. 

«8. All candidates, on obtaining a ‘second class” certificate, shall be paid the sum of 50 dollars, 
and on obtaining a ‘ first class’ certificate, the further sum of 50 dollars in addition. 

«9, All candidates for commissions, while attending the school, shall be considered for all purposes 
of drill and discipline to be attached to the regiment which shall constitute the School of 
Instruction ; and it shall be competent to the Commander-in-Chief, on a representation 

« from the commandant, to dismiss any candidates from the school for misconduct or other 
sufficient cause. 

«10. Candidates for commissions, while attending the school, shall not be members of the mess of 
the regiment which constitutes the school. 

‘© 11. Candidates for admission to the school will require to make written application to the 
brigade-major of the division, accompanying such letter with certificates from clergymen or 


magistrates in the locality where he lives, that the applicant is of correct habits and respect- . 


able character, and further, with satisfactory evidence that he is a British subject either by 
birth or naturalization. 


‘TI am desired to request that you will make known these regulations to the officers of the ‘Non 
Service’ (Sedentary) Militia and others within yonr district, who may be desirous to become can- 
didates for commissions in the ‘ Service’ Militia, and to return to me a list of such candidates as may 


B 
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offer themselves to you, in order that their names may be submitted to his Excellency for selection, 
to attend the School of Instruction. ome a 

« You will particularly draw the attention of the candidates to the fact that no fixed period of 
attendance at the School of Instruction is required in order to enable candidates to qualify for either 
class of certificate. ee 

‘What is insisted upon is knowledge, however acquired, of the drill and economy of a company for 
a * Second Class,’—of that of a battalion for a ‘ First Class’ certificate. 

“ If candidates shall have acquired, before they come to the School of Instruction, a knowledge of 
company’s drill, they may be able in a very short time after their entrance at the school, to entitle 
themselves to a ‘Second Class’ certificate, with the attendant gratuity of fifty dollars, and may then 
devote the Jarger portion of their time at the school to the acquisition of the knowledge necessary, in 
order to obtain a ‘ First Class’ certificate, with the further additional gratuity of fifty dollars, and 
eligibility for the rank of Field Officer in the ‘ Service’ Militia. 

‘¢His Excellency trusts that candidates for commissions will avail themselves, before they shall 
be summoned to attend the School of Instruction, of the opportunities of perfecting themselves in 
company’s drill, which are afforded by the Drill Association and Drill Instructors through the 
Province, and thus enable themselves and the public service to reap the largest possible amount of 
benefit from the institution of the schools of instruction. | 

‘¢ The period of three months is fixed as the limit beyond which no candidate shall be allowed to 
remain at the school, because the length of time is sufficient, in the opinion of competent authorities, - 
to enable a person of average ability to acquire the amount of knowledge demanded.” 

Since the above Circular has been made pu the names of 460 applicants from both sections of 
the province for permission to attend the schools have been transmitted to this office by the several 
Brigade-Majors, and from the applications so transmitted a selection of names has been made, under the 
direction of his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, with a view to the candidates thus selected being 
admitted to the schools, at their first opening, which it has been arranged shall take place in each 
section on the first day of March next. 


VouunTreER Miuitta. 
The corps of volunteers, as to numbers, remain as reported in 1863, viz. :— 





Lower Canada - - - - 10,230 
Upper Canadas - - ‘ : - 14,780 | 
Total - - 25,010 


These, under the instructions received from the drill sergeants detailed for this purpose, have made 
considerable progress in drill and in acquiring a knowledge of the use of the rifle. oe 

Formed, as the force is to a large extent, from a floating population, the number of men who came 
under drill, from time to time, is considerably beyond that number. As compared with England, 
having a large and dense population and 160,000 volunteers, Canada, with a scattered population of 
2,500,000, and embracing a much larger extent of country, has organized 25,000 volunteers. This 
fact, with the constant accumulation of experience in England, as well as in this country, tends to 
the conclusion that efficiency on the part of the volunteers, rather than numbers, ought to be sought 
after. Having this object in view, it has been aimed at to encourage the developement of the move- 
ment, sustaining it from time to time with aid granted by the Legislature, in the shape of money and 
clothing, and providing means adequate for the instruction and proper discipline of the force. The 
experience of the last twelve months points to a necessity for the establishment of a basis having a 
view to permanence, and as a stepping-stone as it were in that direction the qualification of both 
officers and men are to be tested, before the force is permitted to assume proportions, by the accession 
of new corps, beyond their capacity to maintain efficiency. Much credit is due to the volunteers 
now organized, for the steady persevering determination with which they have worked up to their 
present position of efficiency in drill and discipline. 


OFFICERS OF VOLUNTEERS. 


In order to carry into effect the provisions of the Volunteer Militia law, relating to the appointment 
and promotion of officers of volunteers, a General Order, of which the following is a copy, was made 
public in November last :— re : 

No. 1.—In future no person shall be appointed or promoted to the rank of field officer of volunteers 
until he shall have satisfied the Board of k:xaminers, to be appointed by his Excellency the Commander 
in-Chief, under the provisions of Section 37 of the Volunteer Militia Act of last Session of Parliament, 
of his competence to command a battalion at battalion drill in the field, and shall have obtained 
from such Board of Examiners a certificate to that effect. 

No. 2.—No person shall be appointed or promoted to the rank of captain, lieutenant, or ensign of 
volunteers, until he shall have satisfied the Board of Examiners that he is able to command a company 
at battalion drill, and to drill a company at company’s drill, and shall have received from the Board 
of Examiners a certificate to that effect. 

Under the conditions laid down in this order, a considerable number of applications have been 
received from candidates desiring to be examined, prior to their appointment or promotion in the 
Volunteer Force of the Province, 


Boanrps oF Miiitagy OFFICERS. 


With a view to the obtaining of correct information regarding the qualifications and fitness to 
command of officers of volunteers, appointed prior to the passing of the new law, an opportunity has 


e 


STATE OF HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS: li 


been extended to all such officers to present themselves before a board of military officers in order 
that their proficiency in drill and discipline might be tested. The General Order promulgated on this 
head, in December last, was worded as follows :— - 

No. 1.—1. The Lietitenant-General Commanding Her Majesty’s Forces in British North America, 
has, at the request of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, appointed a Board of Military Officers 
in each of the garrison towns of Quebec, Montreal, Kingston, Hamilton, Toronto, and London, for 
the examination of such officers of the volunteer force throughout the Province as may desire to have 
their proficiency in drill and discipline tested and certified by such boards. — 

2. The certificates which the boards will be authorized to give will be of two classes :— 

Class I. For such officers as shall have proved to the board their ability to handle a battalion at 
battalion drill. | : 7 - : | 


Class II. For such officers as shall have proved to the board their ability to drill a company at 
company’s drill and to command a company at battalion drill. . 

No. 3. The actual expenses of all officers who shall succeed in obtaining a certificate of either class, 
in proceeding from their homes to the place of examination and returning, will be paid. 

4. Volunteer officers desirous of having their competency tested and certified by such boards, will 
send in their names, with as little delay as possible, to the office of the Adjutant-General, and will 
receive from that office a notification of the time and place of examination. 

Promptly responding thereto, the names of some 70 officers of volunteers were furnished to this 
office, and on the 9th February, an assembling of the board was arranged for, in each of the cities 
named. Before these boards the several candidates presented themselves, and with two or three 
exceptions, passed creditable examinations, and obtained a certificate in accordance with the several 
qualifications. | : 


' INSPECTIONS. _ 


Having reference to Section 25 of the Volunteer Militia Act, which provides for the inspection of 
the several corps of voluntcers, and the clothing, arms, accoutrements, and armories by such officers 
of Her Majesty’s service as may be appointed for that duty, the Commander-in-Chief was pleased to 
sanction in the month of December last, the appointment of the following officers :-— 

City of Montreal: Colonel Stephenson, Scots Fusilier Guards. 

District of Montreal: Major Smyth, Royal Artillery. 

» Quebec: Colonel Ingell, C.B., 62nd Regiment. 

i Kingston: Lieutenant-Colanel Earle, Grenadier Guards. 

- Toronto: Lieutenant-Colonel Mountain, Royal Artillery. 

- London: Lieutenant-Colonel Grant, Royal Canadian Rifles. 
~y, Hamilton: Lieutenant-Colonel Hoste, C.B., Royal Artillery. 

The different inspections were commenced in the several districts on the 13th January and are 
now nearly complete. | 


_ Prizes... 


_ Under Section 16 of the Volunteer Militia Act, provision being made for the appropriation of 
a sum of money to be competed for by corps of volunteers for proficiency in drill and discipline, the 
Commander-in-Chief was pleased to cause the following Order to be promulgated :— 

With reference to the 16th Section of “An Act respecting the Volunteer Militia,” His Excellency 
the Commander-in-Chief is pleased to order the following regulations as those which will be adopted 
in the distribution of prizes or sums of money to be competed for by corps of volunteers for 
proficiency in driJl and discipline, as contemplated by the first sub-section of the section above- 
mentioned. 

1. Prizes or sums of money will be awarded for competition of the sevcral companies of the 
volunteers, embracing each arm of the service, in cach of the Inspection Districts mentioned in the 
Militia General Order of 3lst December 1863, as follows :— : 


City of Montreal __ - - - a - - $300 

District of Montreal - . - - - - - 3800 

» Quebec - - - - . - - 300 

-,, Kingston - - - - - - 300 

» Loronto - - - - 9300 

y» London - - - : - - - 300 

» Hamilton - - - - - - 300 
And the same will be apportioned in each of the above Inspection Divisions as follows :— 

To the Company adjudged to be first - - - $100 

99 99 second - . = 80 

“oy oo third - - - ae 70 

» fourth - - - 50 


99 

2. ‘The proficiency in drill and discipline will be decided upon the report of the officer of Her 
Majesty’s service for each such Inspection Division, appointed by Militia General Order of 
3ist December 1863, under the 25th Section of the Volunteer Militia Act, and‘ will under that 
head embrace both the proficiency in drill of the company and the state and condition in which the 
clothing, arms, and accoutrements of the company are kept. 

3. No prize or sum of money will be awarded unless at least ten companies existing in the same 
inspection division compete for the same, and no company will be considered as competing for any 
such prize or sum of money, unless at the inspection the same be of the streagth of forty-three 
privates. 
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CANADA. EFFICIENT BATTALIONS. 


Section 16 of the Volunteer Militia Law provides for the payment to the commanding officer of 
each volunteer battalion which may be deemed efficient, a sum of money for the general uses and 
purposes of each battalion. Under the provisions of which section the following Order has been 
issued :— 

With reference to the second sub-section of the 16th Section of the Volunteer Militia Law, his 
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief is pleased to order and declare the following regulations, as 
defining what is requisite in the year 1864, to entitle a volunteer battalion to be deemed an 
‘Efficient Volunteer Battalion.” 

1. Each company of the battalion shall have had at least 24 company drills of the duration of 
11 hours each, within the period of one year preceding the inspection of the battalion by an officer 
of Her Majesty’s service, and the minimum strength at each such company drill shall have been 
forty men, and two company officers shall have been present at each such company drill. 

2. Each battalion shall have had six drills in battalion of the duration of 14 hours each, within 
the period of one year preceding the battalion inspection, and the minimum strength of each 
company, at each such battalion drill shall have been forty men, and at least two company officers 
shall have attended each such battalion drill with each company; and a regimental field officer shall 
have been in command at each such battalion drill. 

2. The course of drill and instruction through which each arm of the service shall, so far as is 
possible, pass in such company or battalion drill, will be as follows :— 


For Cavalry. 


Cavalry sword exercise, and dismounted and mounted troop and squadron drill, as laid down in the 
Calvary regulations. 


For Artillery. 


Squad and company drill, including the manual and platoon exercises and gun drill; and to corps 
armed with the short rifle (in lieu of carbine), such musketry drill and target practice as may be 
hereafter laid down and prescribed by any Volunteer Militia General Order of his Excellency the 
Commander-in-Chief. : 


For Infantry and Rifles. 


Squad and Company drill, including the manual and platoon and bayonet exercises, and skirmishing 
as a company, and battalion drill and light infantry drill, as laid down in the Field Exercises of Infantry, 
and such musketry drill and target practice as may be hereafter laid down and prescribed by any 
Volunteer Militia General Order of his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief. 

4. The course of drill and instruction, required of each arm of the service by paragraphs 1 and 2 
of this Order, will be certified according to forms which will be supplied from the office of the 
Adjutant General of Militia:—the forms as to the company drill being certified and signed by the 
captain or officer in command of the company, and those as to battalion drill being certified and ~ 
signed by the officer commanding the battalion. 

5. The degree of proficiency in drill and instructions and the state and condition of the clothing, 
arms, accoutrements, ‘and equipment in the possession of the battalion, will be decided on the 
report of the officer of Her Majesty’s service, from time to time, to be appointed under the 
25th Section of the Volunteer Militia Act, and the proficiency in target practice will be decided 
upon a compliance with such regulations and forms of returns as may be hereafter established by 
Genera} Order. 

6. Any sum of money which his Excellency may order to be paid over to the commanding officer 
of a volunteer battalion, deemed efficient in the year 1864, will be so paid over after the annual 
inspection of officers of Her Majesty’s service. 

7. A careful compliance with the provisions of the preceding paragraphs is required, as furnishing 
proof or evidence of an “ Efficient Volunteer Battalion” upon which his Excellency may decide as 
to the appropriation of any money, under the authority of the second sub-section of the 16th Section 
of the Volunteer Militia Law. 

8. For the purposes of this General Order, a squadron of cavalry composed of two troops will 
be deemed a volunteer battalion, and a field battery of artillery will, in like manner, be deemed a 
battalion. 


Dritt Instructors. 


Appended hereto will be found a list of the drill instructors which were employed during the 
year 18638 in drilling the several corps of volunteers and drill associations, compose of officers of 
*The Appen- the militia in the Province. (Appendix No. 1.)* 
dices to this 
Report are not 
printed, BLANK AMMUNITION. 
In order to provide the necessary number of rounds of blank cartridges for distribution to the 
several corps of volunteers for use in 1864, an order has been given to the Hamilton Powder 
Company for the manufacture of 400,000 rounds, at the same cost to the Province as has been 
charged by the Imperial Government for the supply required in former years, 
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Orricers’ OurFITs, 


In order to secure uniformity in the equipment of officers of the volunteer force, this department 
was authorized to procure a supply of outfits, for sale to officers of the militia, at cost. 





Under this arrangement articles were ordered from England, costing - £6,847 19 2 
Add for transport, insurance, &c.  - - - - - - 258 13 6 
£7,106 9 8 


which amount was reduced to 5,906/. 12s. 8d. by the loss of seven packages, value 1,290, insured 
and shipped at Liverpool, on board of the steam ship “ Norwegian.” 

Upon the receipt of these outfits in Canada, the following regulations for their issue were 
adopted :—“ A sum equal to ten per cent. upon the value of each outfit will be added to cover 
departmental expenses, cost of boxes, and inland transport. Officers desiring outfits are required 
to deposit in the Bank of Upper Canada, to the credit of the Receiver-General, the sum necessary 
to cover the value, and to transmit to the departments a certificate of the deposit, with their requisi- 
tion for the articles, upon receipt whereof, the storekeeper will be directed to forward the outfits by 
express.” Under these regulations, there was received from officers, up to the close of the.year, 
deposit receipts to the value of $18,867.12 as payment for the different articles of outfit ordered by 
them. . 


CLOTHING. 


During the year, 20,000 uniforms, complete, were procured and delivered into the Provincial 
stores at Quebec. Of these, the trousers were procured in this country, and the tunics, shakos, &c, 
were imported from England. The total cost of each suit of infantry uniform thus procured, 
including scarlet tunic, stitched shako and oil cover chevrons, brass button stick, and trousers, 
complete is $9.55, and for rifles, $9.67. The distribution to the newly organized corps of volunteers 
commenced on the 23rd May, and was continued until all these corps were supplied, as detailed in 
the statement annexed. (Appendix No. 2.) 


Corps UNIFORMED AT THEIR OWN EXPENSE. 


One hundred and fourteen corps in this class have been paid $6 per man, as an allowance in 
lieu of clothing, for 1862 and 1863, amounting in all to the sum of $33,931.20. (Appendix No. 3). 


REvIEwS, 


have becn numerous during the year, and the reports thereof communicated to the Department by 
the Brigade Majors concerned, have been of the most gratifying and satisfactory character. <At 
these reviews, corps widely scattered over large areas of country, have been concentrated in some 
central or otherwise convenient locality, and as at Quebec, Brantford, and Toronto, have been 
brigaded with Her Majesty’s troops, and placed under the command of distinguished officers of the 
regular army. who have spoken of the conduct and appearance of the volunteers whom they have 
thus commanded, in terms of approbation and praise. ‘hese reviews, to which may be justly allied 
the one at Picton as the forerunner of all the others, and other minor assemblages to be adverted to 
hereafter, are valuable as tests of the efficiency of the volunteers thus assembled, and as affording 
practical illustration of the results of the instruction imparted to them. The prospective advantages 
likely to accrue from corps thus coming in contact for the first time, and acting together in large 
bodies, can hardly be over estimated. Deficiencies were brought to light and made apparent. Ex- 
cellence and efficiency could be uoted and commented on, and a wholesome rivalry established of ines- 
timable advantage to the morale and future well being of the force. The direct advantages of such 
assemblages are also great. Corps isolated and far apart, a large majority for the first time 
brought together, were enabled to act in unison, and to take part in the more complex manceuvres 
of the battalion and the brigade to which the company drills they had hitherto been restricted to 
were but fundamental and introductory. The zeal and spirit of both officers and men who 
participated therein is beyond all praise. ‘The average distance travelled by the corps who 
took part in the Brantford and Toronto reviews, was fifty miles, and when it is borne in 
mind that this was done at their own cost, and at a great sacrifice of time cheerfully rendered 
it affords unmistakable proof, if such was needed, of the sterling loyalty and patriotism of the 


people. 
Picton. 


On the 20th July, the first review of the year, inaugurated and organized by Lieut.-Col. Shaw, 
Brigade Major of the 3rd Military District, took place here; Colone] Burrowes, R.A., Commandant 
of the Kingston Garrison, acting as reviewing officer, Lieut.-Col. Lowry, 47th Regiment, and other 
regular officers being also present. The volunteers assembled were two troops of cavalry from 
Kingston and Loughborough, the volunteer field battery, Kingston, 14th battalion volunteer rifles, 
six companies, Kingston, 15th battalion volunteer infantry, six companies, Belleville, 16th battalion 
volunteer infantry, six companies, Picton, four companies of volunteer infantry from Rednersville, 
Ameliasburg, and Napanee, two companies volunteer rifles from Storrington, the whole forming an 
aggregate strength of 1,293 men of all arms. These, under the respective commands of Lieutenant 
Colonels Shaw, Ponton, and Ross, M.P.P., were put through the various evolutions of a brigade field 
day. ‘This lasted for three hours, under a continuous downfall of rain, which somewhat marred but 
did not interrupt the proceedings. At the close of the review Colonet Burrowes complimented the 
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fyrce assembled for the creditable manner in which the various movements had been performed. The 
interest taken in the day’s proceedings was great, some 6,000 or 7 000 persons from the surrounding 
country being present on the ground to witness them. The Picton people entertained the volunteers, 
and Messrs. Calvin and Breck, O. S. Gildersleeve, J. S. McQuaig, and Captain Smith conveyed them 
to and fro gratuitously in their steamboats. Some of the companies travelled distances of a hundred 
miles or upwards, to take part in the review. 


Quebec. 


On the 2nd September the volunteers at Quebec and Point Levi were brigaded on the Plains of 
Abraham, in conjunction with the first battalion 17th and 62nd regiments, Major General Lindsay 
the reviewing officer. The volunteers who mustered on this occasion were the two troops of cavalry, 
53, garrison battery volunteer artillery, 25, 7th battalion volunteer rifles, 104, &th battalion volunteer 
rifles, including civil service rifle company, 212, 9th battalion volunteer rifles, 101, the volunteer 
engineer company and 17th battalion volunteer infantry, Point Levi, about 150, total 710 ofall arms. 
The volunteer brigade under the command of Colonel Sewell, consisting of the 8th battalion, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Reeve, 7th and 9th battalions consolidated into one, Major Panet, and the 17th 
battalion, Lieutenant-Colonel Blanchet, M.P.P., took part with the regular troops in all the various 
evolutions of a brigade field day. 


Brantford. 


On the following day, 3rd September, occurred the review here. The volunteers under the 
command of Major Bowles, 63rd regiment, being brigaded with the Armstrong field battery, R.A., 
Lieutenant Smith, and P.C.O. Rifle Brigade, Lieutenant-Colonel Lord A. Russell, brought up from 
Hamilton for the occasion, Major-General Napier, C.B., reviewing officer. The volunteer corps that 
took part in this review were the troops of volunteer cavalry from London, St. Thomas and Burford, 
the volunteer field battery, Hamilton, the volunteer garrison battery, Goderich, the infantry companies 
from London, St. John’s, Windsor, Drumbo, Seaforth, Clifton, Ingersoll, Thamesford, Chatham, 
Mount Pleasant, Hamilton, 13th battalion, six companies; Georgetown, Dundas, Beamsville, 
Harrietsville, Stratford, Wardsville, and the rifle companies from London, Komoka, St. Thomas, 
Delaware, Woodstock, Beachville, Brantford, Paris, York, Caledonia, Galt, Dundas, Waterford, 
Elora, Oakville, Guelph, Cayuga, Stratford, and Goderich, making a total of 50 corps, 98 officers, 
and 2,019 men of all arms. ‘These were formed into three battalions, placed under the respective 
commands of Captain Lord Edward Clinton, P.C.O. Rifle Brigade, and Brigade Majors Light and 
Villiers, and then manceuvred in brigade with the regular troops. At its conclusion the Major- 
General commanding thanked the volunteers for “ the creditable display they had made, and stated. 
that he would have much pleasure in communicating to his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief the 
satisfactory and pleasing nee of the day’s proceedings.” ‘The local papers stated that 15,000 
spectators witnessed the display, a concourse that was largely contributed to by the wise liberality of the 
different railway authorities, who conveyed volunteers and others to and fro, at greatly reduced rates. 
The Brantford people had also made liberal arrangements to dine the volunteers who had assembled, 
covers for 2,500 persons having been prepared in the exhibition building. All the corps who met at 
Brantford, excepting the two companies at that place, had to travel distances varying from a maximum 
of 164 miles (the company from Windsor), to a minimum distance of five (the company from Mount 
Pleasant), or an average distance of 50 miles per company. The strongest companies on the yround 
were the Ist infantry company, Chatham, Captain Smith, three officers and 52 men, the infantry 
company, Dundas, Captain Crossland, three officers and 50 men, and the rifle company, Woodstock, 
Captain Richardson, three officers and 50 men. The Goderich Battery Volunteer Artillery, which had 
travelled 84 miles to the review, was much commended for its soldierly appearance, and steadiness 
under arms. 


Toronto. 


On the 8th October the review here took place. At this a greater number of corps and larger 
aggregate strength of officers and men came together than had yet assembled during the year. 
The corps thus congregated were the troops of cavalry from Coburg, York, Markham, and St. 
Catherine’s; the Volunteer Field Battery, Toronto; the Garrison Batteries Volunteer Artillery from 
St. Catherine’s and Goderich; the Naval Company, Toronto. Jnfantry—Toronto 10th battalion, 
eight companies, Belleville, Ashburnham, Peterborough, Cobourg, Campbellford, Millbrook, Port 
Hupe, King, Albion, Lloydtown, Aurora, Barrie, Brampton, Alton, Bradford, Oshawa, Whitby, 
Uxbridge, Prince Albert, Owen Sound, Morriston, Orangeville, Georgetown, Stewartstown, Norval, 
Dundas, Thorold, Louth Beamsville, Grimsby, and Ingersoll. Rifes—Toronto 2nd battalion, 10 
companies, Peterborough, Lindsay, Bowmanville, Port Hope, Cobourg, Barrie, Cookstown, 
Brampton, Collingwood, Oshawa, Whitby, Brooklin, Elora, Scarborough, Columbus, Southampton, 
Dundas, Oakville, North Oxford, and Brampton, making a total of 81 companies, 211 officers, and 
2,838 men of all arms, with 182 horses. The cavalry being placed under the command of Lieut.- 
Colonel Boulton, the infantry were formed into two brigades under the respective commands of 
Lieut.-Colonel Peacocke, 16th Regiment, and Colonel Denison, Commandant Volunteers, ‘Toronto, 
and were manceuvred in conjunction with the regular garrison, the whole under the command of 
Major-General Lindsay. After the usual evolutions of a brigade field day, which were executed 
in the presence of an immense concourse of spectators, the officers commanding corps were called 
to the front by the reviewing general, who expressed to them his pleasure at what he had witnessed, 


complimenting those corps which had drilled in battalion and made the most of the opportunity, | 
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while he made the proper allowances for such as had not had that advantage. Many of the country 
companies received great praise for their soldierly bearing and appearance, more particularly the 
Volunteer Garrison battery from Goderich, which, as at Brantford, was much noted, and made the 
subject of a special and complimentary report from Brigade-Major Denison. ‘The companies 
strongest on the ground were the 2nd Infantry company, Cobourg, Captain Elliott, three officers 
and 54 men, and the Oshawa Infantry company, Major Fairbanks, three officers and 53 men. The 
average distance travelled per company was 50 miles, the maximum 175 miles by the Rifle company 
from Southampton, the minimum distance 5 miles by the 2nd troop York cavalry. Arrangements 
had been made by the committee of management with the different railway zompanies for the 
transport of volunteers at reduced rates, and the expenses attending the review including the 
entertainment of the different corps were provided for by a liberal subscription of $1,805°58 from 
the citizens of Toronto. 


In addition to the foregoing, which from the numbers brought together, the distances travelled, 


the extensive organization required, and the amalgamation of the volunteers with Her Majesty’s 
regular forces under the command of officers of distinction, must be considered as the most important 
assemblages of the force for general purposes, many on a minor scale for battalion drill have taken 
place during the past year under the auspices of the brigade majors of the respective districts and 
reflect great credit on all concerned for the zeal shown and the efforts made to obtain that knowledge 
in drill and discipline from which they were otherwise debarred by their isolated position as inde- 
pendent companies. 

In the 6th Military District, Lower Canada, Brigade-Major Fletcher organized meetings for 
battalion purposes at Waterloo on the 15th August, where 6 companies assembled, having an aggre- 
gate strength of 20 officers and 235 men, at Hemmingford 22nd September, Huntingdon 24th 
September, and at St. John’s 26th September, at which places assembled an aggregate force of 22 
companies and 791 officers and men. These were formed into battalions and drilled as such ina 
most satisfactory manner. 

In the 5th Military District, Upper Canada, Brigade-Major ‘Dennis had battalion parades at 
Barrie on the 29th September, and at Aurora and Whitby on the 2nd and 3rd October, at which 
12 different companies met and were drilled in battalion. Aggregate strength not reported. 

In the 6th Military District, Upper Canada, Brigade-Major Barretto had battalion parades at 
Goderich 21st September, Guelph 24th September, and at Owen Sound on the 28th September. 
At these were assembled an aggregate of 21 companies and 703 officers and men. The proceedings 
as reported were most satisfactory. 

In the 8th Military District, Upper Canada, Brigade-Major Light had a battalion parade at 
Woodstock on the 3rd December, at which 6 companies met. Aggregate strength not given. 

In the 9th Military District, Upper Canada, Brigade-Major Moffat organized a meeting for 
battalion purposes at Amherstberg on the 30th of September. In this 10 companies took part, 
having an aggregate strength of 402 officers and men, all the companies excepting the one at 
Ambherstberg having distances ranging from 20 to 80 miles to travel for the purpose. ‘The inhabi- 
tants of Ainherstberg provided for the sustenance of the Volunteers who assembled there, in the 
most liberal manner. 

It is also known that many other similar meetings have taken place at other points where com- 
panies adjoining each other have come together for the purpose of acquiring a knowledge of 
battalion movements. As these however have not been officially reported to the department they 
cannot be more particularly adverted to in this report of the year’s proceedings, although the 


zeal that prompted these efforts on the part of both officers and men deserves commendation and 
encouragement. 


Tarcet Practice 


may be considered as the most important branch of the instruction of the volunteer, and to it that 
attention has been directed which its importance merited. In 1861, iron targets with all the 
necessary appurtenances, were imported from England at a cost of $1,600, and complete sets of these 
were distributed to the several principal stations at Quebec, Montreal, Ottawa, Kingston, Toronto, 
Hamilton, and London. The reports of the past year’s practice, although not as general as could 
have been desired, so as to enable the department to arrive at the figure of merit of each corps in a 
manner similar to that practised in the British army, are on the whole satisfactory and show progress 
of & very marked and gratifying character. The development in this branch, which has been 
considerable, may be justly attributed to the increased and systematic course of instruction imparted 
by the professional drill instructors distributed so extensively throughout the country, and to the 
more constant supervision exercised by the different brigade-majors in their respective districts. 
Owing to representations from the latter made in the early part of the year that in many instances 
the liberal allowance of sixty rounds per man per annum was altogether used by some few men 
In certain companies, who, by constant practice monopolized exclusively to their own use what was 
intended for the benefit of all, measures were immediately taken to remedy the abuse complained of, 
by the distribution to each corps of blank forms for target practice ‘Appendix No. 4.), so that in 
addition to the establishment of a check on the improper or wasteful use of the ammunition, some 
judgment of the merits of the respective corps in their practice might also be arrived at. The system 
thus inaugurated has already produced marked results, and the department is now enabled from 
the data supplied by those corps who have been particular in forwarding their returns to afford some 
definite information on the subject. The following analysis of those received from either section 
of the province, now for the firat time made public, have a practical significance as being the 
fruits of the large outlay authorized under this head. 
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CANADA. From Lower Canada 143 returns have been received—from corps at Nicolet, St. Joseph, St. Ours, 
eiteaes St. Hyacinthe, Roxham, Rockburn, Franklin, Athelson, Huntingdon, Hemmingford, Beauharnois, 
Hinchinbrooke, Quebec, Terrebonne, St. Vincent de Paul, Lachute, St. Andrews, Como, & 

Eustace, Aylmer, Buckingham, Sherbrooke, Danville, Waterloo, Granby, and Philipsburg. 

The maximum attendance at target practice at any one time was furnished by the infantry 
company at Rockburn, Captain Blackwood. This company on the 27th August paraded for this 
purpose 50 men, who with seven rounds per man, at distances of 300 and 400 yards, made an 
average number of points of 2°34, the highest score, 7 points, having been made by Private M. 
Mitchell, and by the infantry company at Franklin, Captain Rogers, who on the 15th July paraded 
47 men. Those with 10 rounds per man, at distances of 100 and 200 yards. made the large average 
score of 83%, The highest score, 18 points, was made by Private Wm. Adams. 

The minimum attendance is furnished by the Ist Rifle company, Sherbrooke, Major Ibbotson, 
who paraded only two men on the 29th September. These, with 10 rounds cach, at distances of 
200 and 400 yards, made an average score of 12 points—Sergeant Ansell making the highest score 
of 18; and the Infantry company at Buckingham, Captain McNaughton, who paraded six men on 
the 20th September. ‘These, with 5 rounds each, at a distance of 500 yards, made an average of 
five points— Sergeant Davis making the highest score of 12. 

The best practice appears to have been made by the Infantry company at Aylmer, Captain 
Campbell, who, on the 2ist August, with 21 men, 10 rounds per man, and at distances of 400 and 
500 yards, made the very large average of 14} points, Corporal L. Morehead and Private Thibault 
making each the large score of 28; and the Infantry company at Terrebonne, No. 5, of the 12th 
Battalion Volunteer Rifles, Captain Anger, who, on the 13th September, also with 21 men, at distances 
of 150 and 200 yards, with 10 rounds per man, made an average score of nine +3, points—Ensign 
Chauvin making the highest score of 19. 

From Upper Canada, 402 target practice returns have been received from corps at: 

Bell's Corners, Vankleek Hill, Hawkesbury Mills, Ottawa, Almonte, Carleton Place, Pakenham, 
L’Original, Fitzroy, Perth, Hawkesbury, Fast Gananoque, Brockville, Burritt’s Rapids, Cobourg, 
Lindsay, Campbellford, Peterborough, Ashburnham, Lakefield, Whitby, Brampton, King, Aurora, 
Alton, Barrie, Goderich, Paisley, Mount Forest, Orangeville, Durham, Kincardine, New Hamburgh, 
Morriston, Stratford, York, Niagara, Cayuga, Dundas, Grimsby, Stewart’s Town, Oakville, George- 
town, St. Anns, Beamsville, Caledonia, Hamilton, Ingersoll, North Oxford, Embro, Delaware, Drumbo, 
Simcoe, Beachville, St. John’s, London, Woodstock, Harricttsville, Komoka, Blantford, North 
Ridge, Chatham, Amherstburgh, Windsor, Leamington, and ‘Toronto. 

The maximum attendance in this section of the Province at any one time was that of No.5 
Company, 20th Battalion Infantry, Grimsby, Captain Nelles. ‘This company, on the 28th September, 
mustered for practice 49 men, who, with 10 rounds each, at distances of 200 and 400 yards, made 
an average score of 53 points—Corporal S. Smith and Private W. Barnes making.the highest score 
each of 13; and No. 8 Company, 19th Battalion Infantry, Beamsville, Captain Kerr ; this company, 
mustering on the Ist August, 48 men, who, with 10 rounds each, at distances of 150 and 200 yards, 
made an average score of five—Private Eli Esmond making the highest of 15. 

The minimum attendance is shown to have been that of the Infantry company at Amherstburg, 
Captain Wilkinson, of which two men paraded on the 8rd November, and with five rounds each, 
ata distance of 150 yards, made an average score of four points—Private C. G, Iorster making the 
highest, six; and the Ist Rifle Company, Ottaway, Lieut-Colonel Grant, this Company parading 
four men on the Ist September, who, with five rounds each, at a distance of 600 yards, made an 
average of five points—Private Christie making the highest, six. 

The best practice was made by the Volunteer Garrison Battery, Goderich, Captain Ross, who, 
with 10 men each, on the 2Ist October, with 15 rounds per man, at distances of 150, 200 and 300 
yards, made an average score of 15-7; points—Captain Ross himself making the high score of 2°; 
and by 10 men of No. 4 Company, 20th Battalion Infantry, Grimsby, Captain Randall, who, with 
10 rounds per man, at distances of 300 and 400 yards, made an averaye of eight 4 points—Corporal 
House making the highest, 14. 

The longest range in either section of the Province did not exceed 600 yards. As an instance of 
the deep root that target practice has now taken in the country, it is worthy of note, that in addition 
to the regulated Government allowance expended as above, extra ball ammunition has been purchased 
by various corps last year to the amount of 82,863°49. With a view to regulate and control the 
future issue of ammunition in a more satisfactery manner, it is intended that the annual allowance 
hitherto issued under the supervision of the Jate Inspecting Iield Officers, shall hereafter be mad 
direct from head-quarters. No new issues will in any case be approved of, until the expenditure of 
that of the previous season has been satisfactorily accounted for, and the balance on hand if any; 
shown. With this end in view, has been prepared the form of return, Appendix (No. 5.) 


As the natural sequence to the distribution to the volunteers of so valuable a weapon as th | 


‘nfield rifle, and the supply of ammunition for its use, has been the desire to test the measure ¢ 
skill and efficiency acquired, and hence have resulted the— 


RirLteE Matcues 


meg EE ale 


which have sprung up so numerously and so spontancously throughout the country during the pas: 
year attaining so far their largest development. Not only have the large centres of wealth av! 
population evinced a most laudable spirit in this respect, but the smaller towns and villages hav: 


likewise vied with them, to the extent of their means, to enable adjoining companies of volunteet 
to meet and test their skill in friendly rivalry. 


e 
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First in order, from the large amount that was subscribed, the many competitors that assembled 
from all parts of the province, and the great interest centered thereon, was the great match in 
Montreal, which, commencing on the 16th September, did not terminate until the 26th of the same 
month. ‘The success of this great affair was most complete. (Vide foot note for Official Report.*) 
Competitors, regulars, volunteers, militia, and civilians in great numbers flocked to it from all parts of 
the province. 

The subscriptions by the corporations, citizens, of Montreal, and others, 
amounted to - - - - : - - - §2,943.2] 


ad 
Entrance fees’ - - - - ~ ‘. - - 937°50 





Total baad = $3,880°7 ] 


The value of the prizes in cash, plate and medals, amounted to 82,211°88, and the expenses 
attending the match reached the sum of $1,950 00. 

The competitors who entered the lists for the different prizes numbered 1,257, these, expending 
10,884 rounds of ammunition, made 17,639 hits and points, giving a mean average of 14-03. The 
ranges were from 200 to 800 yards. With regard to individual excellence particular mention is 
made of “the names of Lord Alexander Russell, P. C. O., Rifle Brigade; Lieut. McNabb, Volunteer 
Garrison Artillery, Ottawa; Lieut Edwards, 10th Battalion Infantry, or ‘ Royals,’ Toronto; Ensign 
Esdaile, Royal Light Infantry, Montreal, and Ensign Towner, of the Grenville Militia, all of whom 
may be noted as being amongst the best marksmen on the ground’’—Licut. Edwards carrying off 
the proudest trophy of the match, the Metropolitan cup, and Lieut. McNabb making five consecutive 
bull’s eyes at 400 yards distance. The assistance afforded by the military authorities was of the 
greatest value, and their kindness in furnishing daily guards to keep the grounds, supplying markers, 
and other accessories towards ensuring success, was of the most marked character, and entitles them 
to the thanks and gratitude of the volunteers generally. 

A novel feature in this match was the prizes that were offered for artillery practice, arid which 
although liberally thrown open to the competition of all the volunteer batteries in the country, were 
contested for by that of Montreal alone. It is to be regretted that this occasion was not taken 
advantage of for testing the comparative merits of the different corps of this branch of the service, 
in this respect. 

The presentation of the prizes to the winners was made public on the 5th October, at the Crystal 
Palace, under the Patronage of Lieut.-General Sir IF. Williams, K.C.B., the Commander of the 
forces in British North America, and was an occasion of great display, their lordships the Anglican 
and Roman Catholic Bishops, his worship the Mayor, and other persons of distinction, with a large 
concourse of citizens, assisting at the ceremony, and affording gratification to the recipients, by their 
presence and their acts. 


Toronto. 


On the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th of July, the rifle match of the 10th M. D. Rifle Association took place 
in that city. The expenses incurred and met by subscription in the usual way, amounted to $649.41. 
The value of the prizes distributed was $485.40. The number of competitors was 109. The mean 
averave of the match, from the went of sufficient data in the report, could not be arrived at. The 
maximum average of 233 was made at the 200 and 300 yards range, five rounds at each. The 
minimum was 114 at that of 300 and 500 yards, five rounds at each. ‘The ranges were from 200 
to 700 yards. The individual shooting of Lieut. Shepherd, Sergeant Bennett, and Privates Thom 
and Morrison, were particularly noteworthy—the two first making each 28 hits and points at the 20U 
and 300 yards range, five rounds at each; the two last-named making 29 and 28 hits and points 
respectively, at 200 aud 400 yards, five rounds at each range. 

Brigade-Major Denison, in closing his report on this match, states, that in addition to it “there 
have been many other matches in this district between the various corps, and one between the Civil 
Service Company of Quebec and the Toronto University Company, which resulted in favour of the 
latter. 

‘¢ T cannot conclude this report without referring to the pleasing fact that the men of this district 
have been most successful in carrying off their share of prizes competed for in Hamilton, Kingston, 
and especially Montreal, where they won at least two-thirds of all the prizes open to them, including 





Military District, No. 11, L. C., 
Brigade Major’s Office, Montreal, 
* Sir, 29th Sept. 1863. 

I HAVE the honour to report for the information of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, that the Rifle Tournament 
held in this district terminated on Saturday the 26th instant, having occupied ten days, and Iam happy to be able to state, 
without the slightest accident taking place during its progress, the greatest possible caution having been exercised to prevent the 
possibility of such an occurrence. Every facility was afforded by the military authorities by furnishing guards each day to keep 
the ground, and in addition to this a field officer, a captain, and ten subalterns, were detailed daily from the volunteer force, the 
utmost order and regularity was therefore observed throughout this great rifle meeting. The riflemen from all parts of the 
country have expressed their entire satisfaction with the arrangements here, and the opportunity thus afforded in bringing together 
marksmen from both sections of the Province, thereby exciting a friendly rivalry, and which cannot fail in being productive of 
great benefit to the volunteer movement and popularize the use of the most formidable weapon of defence, and also stimulate 
improvement in rifle practice among all classes of the volunteer force. 

The Rifle Tournament was opened under the auspices of His Excellency Lieutenant-General Sir Fenwick Williams, K.C.B., 
Commander of the Forces, who, in the absence of His Excellency the Commander-in- Chief, fired the first shot on the occasion, 
The distribution of the prizes to the successful competitors will take place on Monday, the 5th proximo, at the Crystal Palace, 
after which I shall have the honour of forwarding a report of the whole proceedings with Returns, &c , &c. 

I remain, Sir, &c., 
Lieut.-Col. the Ton. A. de Salaberry, Joun Macruerson, Brigade Major. 
| D. A. G. Militia, L. C., Quebec. 
e 
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the Montreal merchants’ challenge vase, value $200, open to six men from each section of the 


province; the volunteer battalion prize, value $100, open to three men from each battalion of the 


province, was also brought to Toronto.” , 

At Toronto also, on the 16th and 17th September, took place the rifle match of the 5th M. D. Rifle 
Association, at which 10 prizes were offered for competition, of the value of $324.25. ‘The com- 
petitors numbered 477, who expended 2,970 rounds, making a mean average of 1.05 points per shot. 
‘Tbe ranges were from 200 to 700 yards. The best shooting appears to have been made at the 500 
and 700 ranges, at which 24 men, expending 240 rounds of ammunition, made an average of 72 points, 
hits not included. The best individual shooting was made by Capt. J. Wright, 5th battalion, Ontario, 
and Iinsign J. Ross—the former making 12 points at 400 yards, with five rounds, and the latter, 
14 with 10 rounds, at 400 and 700 yards. In company shooting, the Oshawa Infantry company, 
Major Fairbanks, represented by two members, excelled—they making 19 points with five rounds 
each, at 200 yards. Brigade-Major Dennis states, in closing his report, that “the meeting was in 
every way a gratifying and successful one; although four of the prizes were open to the province, the 


o 7 . 
district competitors carried off the whole ten.’ 


Brockville. 


The match at this place commenced on the 14th and lasted until the 21st July. The prizes com- 
peted for were 12, of the value of 8742. The amount of the subscriptions and entrance fees has not 
been given. The competitors were 943, who expending 5,109 rounds of ammunition, made a total 
of 7,846 hits and points, giving a mean average of 8.32. The ranges were from 200 to 350 yards. 
The highest average in the shortest range was 10.68 in the 10th match, and 9.83 in the longest 
ranges inthe 11th match. Individual excellence in shooting has not been noted. 


Ottawa, 


The Ist M. D. Rifle Association commenced their annual match on Ist September, and continued 
it for several days. ‘The matches were 12 in number—the value of the prizes in medals and money 
was $796:000; the amount of entrance fees not stated. The competitors numbered 769, who ex- 
pended 4,255 rounds of ammunition; but as the general score has not been furnished, the mean 
average of the match cannot be arrived at. In the third match at 400 yards, five rounds, 17 hits 
and points were made, each by Capt. Giles, Toronto; Lieut. Holden, Merrickville; Quarter-Master 
Morrison, Naval Company, ‘Toronto; and Private Booth, Ottawa Engineer Company. In the ninth 
match for the ladies’ prize of $135, open for competition to the volunteer companies of Ottawa only’, 
10 men from each, No. 1 Rifle Company, took it with a score of 104; distances, 400 and 700 yards, 
three rounds at each. In the 11th match at 300, 500, and 800 yards, three rounds at each, the first 
prize was taken by Gunner Matthews, Ottawa Field Battery, with a score of 24. 

A prize of £20, presented by T, Mackay, Esq., of Rideau Hall, was awarded to Quarter-Master 
Morrison of the Toronto Naval Company, for having made the highest aggregate score during the 
match. 


Quebec. 


The rifle match here took place at the Island of Orleans on the 6th September, and was continued. 
for six days, the military authorities having kindly given up, at some inconvenience to themselves, 
their ranges, targets, markers, &c., for the use of the committee. The match was entirely successful, 
although the competitors were limited almost exclusively to the district and city of Quebec, those at 
a distance, no doubt, holding themselves back for the approaching great match at Montreal. 


The subscriptions from the members of the Legislature, then in session, 


the merchants, citizens, and volunteers of Quebec, amounted to - §1,066.45 
Ientrance fees - m - : - - - 264.00 
$1,330.45 

amen, Seeators 


The value of the prizes in plate, medals, and money, amounted to $763. The competitors numbered 
955, who, expending 5,128 rounds of ammunition, made 6,603 hits and points, giving a mean average 
of 6.91... The ranges were from 150 to 800 yards. 

The shooting of the volunteers compared very favourably with that of the regulars, of whom a 
large number competed, and against these they honourably held their ground, carrying off a fair 
portion of their prizes. The individual shooting of privates A. L, Russell, Civil Servce Rifle Com- 
pany, G. B. Parkin, and A. Shrapnell, 1st Company, 8th Battalion, or “ Victoria’s,” of James Day, 
2ud Company, 8th Battalion Rifles, Sergeant J. Ferguson, No. 3 Battery, Volunteer Garrison 
Artillery, and of Messrs. R. Cassels, Rifle Club, and G. Lampson, Drill Association, 1s worthy of 
particular mention. Colour-Sergeant Johnstone, of the 62nd Regiment, had the honour of carrying 
off the gold medal of the committee, or “ champion prize, closely pushed by Mr. R. Cassels, who lost 
it by one point only. ; 

The distribution of the prizes was made publicly in the Riding School, which was handsomely 
prepared by the committee, to give it due éc/at, the Minister of Militia, the Commandant of the 
garrison, and other persons of note and distinction, with a numerous concourse of citizens being 
present to do honour to the winners and stimulate them to further excellence, 





STATE OF HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 19 


Hamilton. 


The rifle match of the 7th M. D. Rifle Association commenced at Grimsby on the 18th of October, 
and was continued for four days. Here, as at Montreal and Quebec, the Association make grateful 
acknowledgments for the services rendered by the military authorities, through Lord A. Russell, 
P. C. O. Rifle Brigade, the commandant at Hamilton. ‘ Every assistance asked for was cheerfully 
rendered.” The subscriptions and entrance fees amounted to $1,417.65; the disbursements were 
$1,395.88. The money prizes distributed to 12 winners, amounted to $677, exclusive of the value of 
the pools. The value of the plate given in prizes was $650; that of the medals, one of gold and one 
of silver, is not given. ‘The number of entries was 524, but as the neat little pamphlet published by 
the Council, under the signature of its president, Lieutenant-Colonel Booker, does not give the number 
of competitors, the amount of ammunition expended, nor the total of the hits and points made, the 
mean average of the match cannot be arrived at. The Volunteer Challenge Cup was carried off by 
the Oakville Volunteer Rifle Company, Lieutenant-Colonel Chisholm. The Hamilton Merchants’ 
Prize was won by Sergeant J. Wilson, No. 1 Company, 20th Battalion, St. Catherine’s, and the 
President’s Gold Medal or “ Champion Prize,’ was won by Private John Roe, No. 4 Company, 
13th Battalion, Hamilton. The presentation of the prizes was made publicly, in the hall of the 
Mechanics’ Institute, Hamilton, on the 13th November, “in the presence of nearly 1,000 spectators, 
admitted to the hall by invitation tickets.” 


Franklin Company, of Huntington, Lower Canada. 


On the 28th and 29th October a match took place here, at which were assembled 229 competitors, 
from 12 different companies in the 6th M. D. ‘The subscriptions amounted to $190; the value of the 
prizes was $130. The mean average of this match could not be arrived at from want of the proper 
data. The individual firing of Lieutenant Johnston, who made 27 points; of Corporal Gorham and 
Private Waddell, each 26 points; of Captain Lucas and Sergeant Brown, each 25 points: and 
Private Gervis, 23 points, at the 200 and 400 yards ranges, five rounds at each, is particularly noted. 
A pleasing incident of this match was the hospitality shown by the farmers of this vicinity, who, as 
reported by Brigade-Major Fletcher, ‘‘came forward in a very liberal manner and offered to billet all 
those who came from a distance, in the event of the match lasting more than one day. 150 were thus 


billeted.” 


Sherbrooke, Lower Canada. 


The rifle match of the 10th Military District Rifle Association, was held here on the 8th, 9th, 10th, 
and 12th October. The amount subscribed, including entrance fees, was $648.03. The value of the 
prizes amounted to $415.50; the expenses incurred were 255.55. The matches were nine at which 
there were 390 competitors, who, expending 1,970 rounds of ammunition, made 2,799 hits and points 
giving amean average of 7.10. Brigade Major King, in his report praisesCaptain Hanning, Danville 
Rifle Company, and Captain Reynolds, Waterloo Infantry Company, “ for their perseverance in carrying 
out my directions relative to their target practice, the result of which showed favourably at the rifle 
match, by their carrying off the whole of the first class prizes excepting one, as well as several of the 
others.” 

A rifle match on a large scale, and lasting over several days, has also taken place at Kingston, 
in September; but no official report of this has been received to enable the Department to give 
a synopsis for comparison and general information. 


Company MatTcHEs 


have taken place at Lyn, in the county of Leeds, on the 20th August. Four matches at distances 
of from 200 to 500 yards; value of the prizes, 8136; competitors 119, who, expending 707 rounds of 
ammunition, made a score of 594, or a mean average of hits and points of 4.99. . 

At Merrickville, county of Grenville, on the 25th and 26th August—five matches, at distances 
of from 200 to 500 yards; value of the prizes $146; competitors 488, who, expending 2,333 rounds 
of ammunition, made a score of 1.910, or a mean average of 3.91. 

On the 26th September the Volunteer Rifle Company, at Packenham, county of Lanark, had a 
match at which three prizes of the aggregate value of $45, given by the officers of the company, were 
competed for. 30 entries, at six distances from 160 up to 600 yards, 26 rounds per man. The 
first prize was won by Corporal Burleigh, with a score of 40. 

At Grimsby, county of Lincoln, 27th September, between four companies of the 20th battalion 
Infantry, Lieutenant-Colonel McGiverin, M.P.P., viz.: No. 1 Company, St. Catherine’s, Captain 
McDonald; No. 3 Company, Thorold, Captain Baxter; No. 4 Company, Grimsby, Captain Randall’; 
and No. 6 Company, Port Dalhousie, Captain Clarke, which resulted as follows: Private Sibley, No. 
1 Company, the first prize, 836, with 28 points; A. Randal, No. 4 Company, the second prize, $380, 
with 26 points; 8. Bradley, No. 3 Company, the third prize, $35, with 25 points; and G. Clarke, 
No.6 Company, the fcurth prize, $20, with 25 points. Ranges 200 and 400 yards, five rounds at 
each. Average, 253. 

At Morrisburg, county of Dundas, on the 2nd and 38rd October—five matches, at distances of 
from 200 to 600 yards; value of the prizes, $98 ; competitors, 120, who, expending 1,102 rounds 
of ammunition, made a score of 2,022, or a mean average of 16.85. 

At Brockville in the county of Leeds, on the 14th October—two matches, at 200 and 400 yards 
distance; value of the prizes, 826; competitors 34, who, expending 340 rounds of ammunition, made 
a score of 574, or a mean average of 16.88, : 
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At Farmersville, county of Leeds, on the 22nd October—five matches, at distances of from 200 
to 600 yards; value of the prizes, 8164; competitors 170, who, expending 864 rounds of ammauni- 
tion, made a score of 703, or a mean average of 4.13. 

At Cayuga, on the 9th, 10th, 11th, and 12th of November between the four companies of the 
county of Ualdimand, from Caledonia, York, Dunville, and Cayuga. The maiches were ten in 
numbér; value of the prizes, 100; the competitors 215, who expended 1,535 rounds of ammuni- 
tion; but as no general score of the match has been furnished, the mean average could not be 
arrived at. The most interesting match appears to have been that in which the different companies, 
represented each by three members, contended for the mastery. This was obtairied by the York 
Rifle Company, Captain Davis, making a score of 104 at ranges of 200, 300, and 400 yards, five 
rounds at each; second the Caledonia Rifle Company, Captain Jackson, 100; third, the Cayuga 
Rifle Company, Captain Stuart, 98; fourth, the Dunville Rifle Company, Major Amsden, 52. 
Corporal Baird and Captain Stuart both distinguished themselves as marksmen, the former making 
28 points at 200 and 400 yards, the latter 26 at 200 and 350 yards, five rounds at each of the 
ranges. 

At Gananoque, county of Leeds, on the 18th and 19th November—nine matches, at distances of 
from 290 to 500 yards; value of the prizes, 8238; competitors 244, who expended 1,247 rounds of 
ammunition. General score vot furnished; no mean average could be arrived at. 

No. 1 Rifle Company, Ottawa, Lieutenant-Colonel Grant, have had several matches. The first 
on the 24th January, for two prizes of 84 and $2 respectively, 24 enteries, Sergeant Barry winning 
the first prize with a score of 35; distances 300, 400, and 500 yards, five rounds at each. The 2nd 
May 25th, at which four prizes of the aggregate value of £50, presented by the captain of the 
company, were competed for at distances of 200, 400, and 500 yards, three rounds at each, 89 entries, 
Ist prize won by Sergeant McCullogh with a score of 14 points. The third in October, a match 
for three prizes of the value of $45, distances 300, 400, and 600 yards, five rounds at each, 25 entries, 
Ist prize won by Private Maclaren. 4th in November, for a rifle, value $20, distance 500 and 600 
yards, five rounds at each, 28 entries, won by Sergeant Barry with a score of 20; and the 5th in 
December, for a silver watch, value $36, distance 400 yards, 10 rounds, 30 entries, won by Sergeant 
Barry with a score of 27, 

‘Lhe two Infantry companies at Bell's Corners and. Fitzroy competed together (date not supplied) 
for two prizes of the value of $20 each, given respectively by J. Skead, M.L.C., and W. F. Powell, 
M.P.P. These were both won by the Infantry company, Bell’s Corners, Captain W. I. Powell, M.P.P. 
Particulars of the match have not been furnished. 

The two Infantry companies at Perth have also had matches, dates not given, in which six prizes 
were competed for, of the aggregate value of $100, presented for competition by the officers of the 
companics. Particulars of these matches have not been furnished. 

The procecdings of the year may be summed up with a closing match that took place at the 
Crescent Cove, Quebec, on the 10th December, between twenty sergeants of the Ist battalion, 17th 
regiment of the line, and 20 members of No. 1 company, 8th battalion, volunteer rifles, or “ Victoria’s”’ 
Captain Alleyn, and which deserves particular notice, from the circumstances attending it. It was 
a fair trial of skill between regulars and volunteers, and one in which, when they were brought 
‘fairly face to face in competition, the latter succeeded in carrying off the victory. ‘The stakes at issue 
were the honour accruing to the winners, and the payment of the costs of the match to those who 
lost. ‘Phe ranges were 200 and 450 yards, five rounds at each. The sergeants of the 17th regiment 
made a total of hits and points, at both ranges, of 315; the “ Victoria’s,” 331, thus beating their 
opponents by 16. At the short range the latter were much behind, having made only 171, to 187 
scored by the sergeants, but pulled up wonderfully at the long range, scoring 160 against 128, ‘The 
shooting of Private Magee of the “ Victoria’s” was excellent at the 450 yards, he having made thereat 
three bull’s eyes and two centres, or a total of 18 hits and points with five rounds. 

This match terminating so honourably for the “ Victoria's,” and for the volunteers generally, 
whose representatives they may be considered, is all the more noteworthy, from the fact that the men 
whom they have thus triumphed over were no unworthy competitors, belonging as they do to a corps 
standing fifth in the order of merit for rifle shooting in the British army, as shown by General 
Hay’s last published annual report for 1862-1863. | 

Lhe foregoing synopsis of the rifle shooting of the province fur the past year corroborates most 
forcibly the statement lately put forth by the National Rifle Association, in its last annual report, 
“that rifle shooting had become nationalized in Great Britain, and had likewise taken deep root in 
her dependencies.” District rifle associations have sprung up in almost every military district in 
Canada, and are now in full working order, It is to be regretted that no provincial association has 
as yet been organized, to which these could be properly aftiliated, so as to ensure unity of action, and 
become imbued with a homogeneous spirit ; having a provincial council that without interfering with, 
would guide and direct, and be resorted to as an ultimate court of appeal on disputed points, and all 
other matters connected with a pastime so manly and useful. To quote the words of a leading 
provincial journal, in an excellent article on the Montreal match :—- 

“No one, certainly, will be sorry, while the world remains as it is, that Canadians should know 
how to handle their weapons, if occasion should call for their use. It would perhaps be going too 
far to say that the safety of the country depends upon rifle shooting, but we may assert, without 
much danger of contradiction, that if every man in Canada, between the ages of 18 and 45 could 
put a bullet through a target at 600 yards, a long step would be taken towards safety. ‘The whole 
art militaire is not summed up in this one accomplishment, but it is conceded that from a population 
accustomed to the use of arms, an army can be created with speed and certainty. Rifle shooting 1s 
not merely an accomplishment of importance in time of war; it is a manly and invigorating sport, 
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capable of being pursued at no great expense. It affords what almost all men need, and particularly Cawapa 
those who live in cities, a pleasant stimulus to exertion in the open air. There is just enough of — 
employment of the intellect, to interest without wearying. It is one, too, in which «almost everybody 
can engage. Even very short sighted men shoot with the rifle, though not, perhaps, with the success 
of their more acute eyed bretheren. The eye, the hand, the arm, the body, and the legs receive 
wholesome exercise in the work at the butts, and there is constant need tor two or three rather 
valuable mental qualities, which suffice to keep the brain in motion. The state of the wind has to be 
watched very closely. If you want to hit the bull’s eye, it may be necessary to aim at the outer edge 
of the target, or even beyond it altogether. Speaking phrenologically, the bumps of comparison, 
size, and weicht, are never idle in “ shooting at the butts.” 
All of which is respectively submitted for your Excellency’s consideration. 
A. De Saraserry, Lt-Col. 
Dept. Adjt. Genl. Mil. L. C. 
Wacker Powe tz, Lt.-Col. 
Adjutant General’s Office, Dept. Adjt. Genl. Mil, U.C. 
Quebec, 20th February 1864. 
‘lo his Excellency the Right Honourable 
The Governor General, &c., &c., 
Quebec. 


NOVA SCOTIA. Nova 


ScoTia. 





No. 2. No. 2. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-General Sir R. G. MacDonneE.t to the 
Right Hon. Epwarp Carpwe., M.P. 
(No. 36.) 


Government House, Halifax, Nova Scotia. 
| 22nd November 1864. 
I nave the honour to transmit herewith the Blue Book of this Province for the 
year 1863. 

2. Not having assumed the administration of this Government till the latter part of 
June in the current year, I do not feel justified in forwarding any remarks on the contents 
of the Blue Book for a period previous to my arrival here. 

3. ‘The present Provincial Secretary could, under ordinary circumstances, have assisted 
me by compiling a very interesting summary of its contents, but I am precluded from 
hoping for such assistance in consequence of the very many and pressing demands at 
this moment on the time of that gentleman as well as of the leading members of the 
Ministry. 

4. It is, however, a very great gratification to me to be able to report generally that 
the state of this Province was never more prosperous than at the present moment, and if 
it be my duty next year to transmit the Blue Book for 1864, I expect then to be able to 
forward a very gratifying picture of the general progress of the Colony during the 
current year. 


SIR, 


I have, &c. 
(Signed ) RICHARD GRAVES MacDONNELL. 
The Right Honourable Edward Cardwell, M.P. Lieut.-Governor, 


&C. &Cc. &c. 





NEW BRUNSWICK ° New 


BRUNSWICK, 
No. 3. No. 3, 
Copy of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor the Honourable Arruur Gorpon 
to the Right Honourable Epwarp Carpwe i, M.P. 
(No. 11.) 


Government House, I'redericton, New Brunswick, 
Sir, January 30th 1865. 
I nave the honour to transmit to you the Blue Books for 1863, together with 
my Report upon them. 
C 3 


New 
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I have not yet been supplied by the Commissariat Department with all the information 


BRUNSWICK. required on pages 52 and 53, but I am unwilling longer to delay the transmission of the 





Report. 
; I have, &e. 
(Signed ) ARTHUR H. GORDON. 
The Right Hon. Edward Cardwell, M.P., — 
&c. &c. &C. 


REpoRT TO ACCOMPANY THE BiueE Book For 1863. 


General Condition of the Province. 


The year 1863 was one of general progress and prosperity in New Brunswick, the 
revenue having exceeded that of any previous year, and a marked increase of activity 
having been displayed in almost every branch of provincial industry. 

2. On the 12th February I opened the second Session of the existing Provincial Par- 
liament, which was closed by me on the 20th April, on which occasion I assented to 46 
Acts, most of which were of a purely local character. Two, however, may perhaps, 
deserve more special mention, viz., the Act to authorize a loan, and for the construction 
and management of an Intercolonial Railway, and the Act to provide for the Regulation 
and Protection of the Fisheries. 

3. Subsequent events have deprived the first of these Acts of much of the importance 
which originally attached to it. The Act gave legislative effect tothe agreement entered 
into by the Provinces of Canada, Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick, on the 12th Sep- 
tember 1862, with reference to the construction of the Intercolonial Railway, which 
agreement was annexed to the body of the Act. 

4, The Fishery Act was passed with a view to check the rapidly progressing destruc- 
tion of the valuable coast and river fisheries of this province, and contains many provisions 
well suited to effect that object. As, however, it is unfortunately impossible to induce 
the provincial authorities generally to put these provisions in force, the law is well nigh 
universally disregarded, nor can I now entertain much hope that the impending extinc- 
tion of the fisheries can be much longer delayed. I lament the short-sightedness which 
prevails in reference to this subject. It is, however, perhaps, not unnatural, although I 
should certainly have anticipated that less indifference would have been manifested by 
the public to the sacrifice of the interests of the many for the advantage of the few, 
which is entailed by the waste of resources which might so easily be maintained as a 
source of profit to future generations. 

5. During the course of the summer and autumn, I made many extensive journies 
through the Province, and had the satisfaction of perceiving how large an amount of ease 
and comfort prevailed in almost every district. ‘There is little positive wealth, but at the 
same time there is as little absolute poverty. 

6. Such events as possessed any public interest were duly reported by me as they 
occurred, and none were of such importance as to render it necessary for me now to recall 
them to your recollection. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


7. The Revenue for 1863 was larger than that collected in any previous year, being 
183,450/. for the financial year ending October 31st 1863. A very large increase over 
that for the year ending October 31st 1862. I am happy, however, to add that the 
revenue derived during the present year from precisely the same sources has been even 
yet larger, and amounts, for the financial year ending October 3ist 1864, to 220,300/. 
sterling, an increase of nearly 36,850/. over that of the previous year. . 

8. ‘The expenditure for 1863 was 130,904/. 2s, O}d., that for 1862 had been 166,7662. 
sterling, and for 1861, 176,051/. sterling. . 

The expenditure for the present year has been somewhat larger than that for 1863, 
but I am happy to say that after every payment, including the interest of the provincial 
debt, &c. there will remain a surplus of from 20,000/. to 30,000/. sterling. 


Trade and Navigation. 
9. The total value of imports into New Brunswick in the year 1863 was 1,595,5132. 
sterling, an excess of 303,909/. sterling over the value of imports in 1862. 
10. The total value of exports from New Brunswick during the same period was 
1,029,329/. sterling, being an excess of 225,884/. over the value of exports in 1862. 
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11. It must, be borne in mind, however, that the value of the exports is not as fully 
shown as that of the imports. The ships built in the province are perhaps the most 
valuable article of export from it, but they do not appear in this account at all, and if 
their value, amounting to nearly 900,000/. sterling, were added, the scale would be con- 
siderably turned in favour of the exports. There are other causes which diminish the 
apparent amount of the exports, such as the fact that goods really exported from this 

rovince are shipped from the American bank of the St. Croix, and Canadian bank of 
the Restigouche, whilst large supplies for the State of Maine, passing through New 
Brunswick and entered as imports, are not also returned as exports, not being lable to 
duty as such. | 

12. 137 new vessels, measuring 85,250 tons register, were registered at the different 
ports of the province in 1863, being more than double the average of the five preceding 
years. Of this number, 46, measuring 44,270 tons, were built at St. John. “The total 
tonnage cleared outwards during the year was 727,722, and the total tonnage entered 
inwards 659,253. 


Public Works. 


13. The expenditure on Public Works during the year 1863 amounted to §117,382,5;,, 
of which sum 862,886,°,|, were devoted to the maintenance of the great roads and bridges, 
and about £40,000 spent upon the bye roads in the different counties. I have stated in 
previous reports that the condition of the great roads, 58 in number, and extending over 
a distance of about 2,200 miles, is in general suprisingly good. ‘Their great defect arises 
from the fact that the culverts are seldom repaired with sufficient frequency. Incon- 
venient depressions, and even dangerous holes, are often formed in the roadway by their 
failure. 

14. The bye roads, which cover the province in every direction, are exceedingly 
numerous, and are in some cases mere tracks of the roughest description, and almost 
impassable, whilst in other places they are fully equal to any of the great roads 
themselves. 

15. Nine new bridges were built at the public expense in 1863. The largest of 
these, on road No. 49 over the * River, measures 870 feet in length and 20 feet in 
height. 

16. A sum of nearly 87,000 was devoted to subsidies for steam communication with 
Canada, Prince Edward Island, and Nova Scotia. | 

17. An expenditure of §4,479,°," was necessarily incurred at the Provincial Penitentiary, 
in consequence of a destructive fire which destroyed the workshops and hospital of that 
establishment. 


Crown Lands. 
18. 1,583 applications for land were received at the Crown Land Office in the 
ear 1863. 
. 19. Of these 557 were petitions for leave to purchase land at a sale by auction. 
The remaining 1,026 were applications under the Labour Act. The number of acres 
comprised in these applications cannot be exactly stated, as many of the lots have not 
been surveyed. ‘The applications under the Labour Act are usually for 100 acres. 

20, Five tracts of land, viz., two of 10,000 acres in the county of Carleton, one for 
the St. John Emigrant Aid Association, of 10,000 acres in the county of Kent, one 
of 6,000 acres in the county of Carleton, and one of 5,000 acres in the county of 
Victoria, in all 41,000 acres, have been surveyed and set apart for actual settlement, 

21. The number of licences to cut timber issued during 1863 was 1,147, and the 
amount realized from this source was 16,375°85, a sum by no means commensurate with 
the amount of timber cut. 


European and North American Railway. 


22. The receipts of this railway (which is the property of the Government) amounted 
in the financial year 1863 to 8129,272,52,;. Of this sum 861,388,7,8,; were derived from 
freight traffic, and $57,832.79, from passengers’ tickets. | 

23. The expenses amounted during the same period to §88,534,2°,, thus leaving a 
net profit of 840,738,;%,, being gi double that of the previous year. 

24, This railway is a work of which the province has good reason to be proud, as 
from the solidity of its works and the care with which it has been constructed it is 
inferior to none in North America, and certainly far superior to any other in the British 
provinces including the Grand Trunk Railway of Canada. 

25. The number of passengers during aie year amounted to 3,064,406. 
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Post Office. 


26. The receipts of this department amounted to $46,121,13,, being $140 less than 
in 1862. 

27. The expenditure was $67,384,37,. For this constant excess of expenditure the 
transmission of newspapers by post entirely free of charge is largely answerable. No 
fewer than 1,840,332 newspapers were thus sent during the year. If a payment of only 
1 cent were exacted on these the result would be a gain to the revenue of above 818,000, 
and would go far to cover the deficiency. 

28. The number of letters posted was 833,625. It is worthy of remark that out of 
this number no fewer than 9,739 were dead letters. 

29. Ihave for some time past recommended to my Government the adoption of a 
money order system between Great Britain and this country, and am happy to add that 
they have at length adopted my recommendation. 


Militia and Volunteers. 


30. The Militia of the province is divided into three classes. 

Class A comprises the Volunteer portion of the force, all of whom are armed and 
uniformed. Many of the companies drill twice and all of them once a week. “The 
cavalry, of which there are three troops, are attached to the Militia battalions in whose 
districts they are. They are armed with the sabre and long Enfield rifle, and are drilled 
as infantry when dismounted. The regiment of artillery consists of seven batteries ; 
the men are very smart and well drilled, but their organization and armament are 
defective. One battery has no guns at all, and the others only two each—ten 3-pounders 
and two 6-pounders. ‘These would now be nearly useless in any country, but especially 
useless in this which is quite unfitted for cavalry or ficld batteries. The artillery are 
however armed with the long Enfield rifle, to which weapon they would resort on actual 
service. The St. John Voluntcer Battalion consists of six companies, fairly drilled, and 
only wanting a series of battalion drills to make them thoroughly efficient. ‘T“he 
engineer company is well drilled, bunt have had no practice in field works. Many of the 
detached rural companies are very well drilled, but they have no opportunity of learning 
battalion movements. Their attendance is naturally not so regular as that of companies 
in towns, as the population is widely scattered through a large extent of country. 

Class B consists of all able-bodied men (with certain exemptions) between the ages of 
18 and 45 who do not belong to Class A. They are divided into 34 battalions, and at 
present are only called out for one day in the year. .In the thinly populated districts 
they are mustered by companies, as no man is compelled to travel more than 12 miles 
to the rendezvous. In many regiments the officers are uniformed and tolerably acquainted 
with their drill, and several colonels now insist on aspirants for commissions going 
through a regular course of drill before being gazetted. 

Class C includes all male inhabitants between 45 and 60. These are not called out 
but merely enrolled. 

31. There is usually a camp every autumn during the firing for the Prince of Wales’s 
Cup. In October 1863 this was held at Torryburn, in the vicinity of St. John, and was 
under the command of the adjutant-general. Military discipline was maintained, and 
the conduct of the men was very good during the whole time they were under canvas. 

32. During the year 1863 the different volunteer companies in St. John were formed 
he battalion, a step tending greatly to increase their efficiency and improve their 

iscipline. i 

33. The sum annually voted by the Legislature for the support of the militia and 
volunteers is ludicrously inadequate, but in spite of every difficulty considerable progress 
has been made in the re-organization of the militia force, and the musters of the different 
Aas which took place generally in 1863, and which were the first which had been 
held for more than ten years past, were for the most part far more satisfactory than I 
had ventured to anticipate. 


Education. | 

34, The sum expended by the Government for educational purposes in 1863 amounted 
to $112,189. 

Of this sum the parish and superior schools absorbed 878,269, whilst the direct 
contributions of the people in the different localities amounted to $100,217. The total 
number of these schools in operation during 1863 was 784, attended by about 28,000 
scholars. Fifty-five new school houses were built during the year, many of them 
substantial and even handsome edifices. 


eee 
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35. $4,840 were devoted to the County Grammar Schools, and nearly the same sum New 
expended on the Training School at St. John. Bruxswicx. 
36. The University of New Brunswick continues in a tolerably satisfactory condition. = ~~ 

The number of students attending that institution during the year was 49, and the 

number of pupils in the Collegiate School * ®sic in orig. 
37. In addition to the schools in connection with the Board of Education, there are 

various educational establishments of more or less pretension, under the direction of 

various religious bodies in the province, which receive some assistance from the Legislature 

in the aggregate amounting to $12,970. 
December 31, 1864. I have, &c. 

, (Signed ) ARTHUR. H. GORDON. 

The Right Hon. Edward Cardwell, M.P., 

&c. &c. . &e. 





PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND. PRINCE 


EDWARD 
IsLANp. 


No. 4. aa 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Dunpas to the Right Honourable 
Epwarp CarpweE LL, M.P. 


(No. 77.) Government House, Prince Edward Island, 
Sr, 28th November 1864. 

1. I nave the honour to transmit herewith duplicate copies of the Blue Book for 
the year 1863. 

2. The year 1863 was one of prosperity to this Island. The harvest was an abundant 
one. The war in the United States created an unprecedented demand for oats, the 
staple produce of the colony, and this demand naturally caused a considerable rise in 
the prices of this product. 

3. In addition to this, the trade in shipbuilding was unusually brisk, and the tonnage 
of vessels launched exceeded that of any previous year. 

4, The most important point om which [ have to remark with regard to the returns 
comprised in the present Blue Book, is the great. improvement in the financial condition 
of the colony. 

5. Since the year 1853 the expenditure has been annually in excess of the revenue. 
In the year 1862 it exceeded it by 8,5901. 

6. I brought the financial state of the colony prominently before the Legislature in the 
speech with which I opened the session on the 3rd of March 1863. I particularly 
directed its attention to the system under which individual members of the peenee 
had the power to propose grants of money for any purpose, and urged it to consider the 
propriety of placing the appropriation of the revenue under the direct control of those 
to whom the responsibility of administering public affairs was entrusted. The Legislature 
readily adopted this principle, and passed a resolution yielding to the executive the 
exclusive right to initiate money votes in the House of Assembly. 

7. With a view to equalizing the revenue and expenditure of the current year, it was 
deemed advisable to modify to a certain extent the free education system; a measure 
was therefore passed reducing the Government allowance to teachers by about one-third, 
and providing for the deficiency by the voluntary contributions of the parents in the 
several school districts, or in default of these contributions by local assessment. 
Praiseworthy as free education undoubtedly is, I have considerable doubts as to the 
success which practically attended it here; I believe, that the people have not sufficiently 
appreciated what they apparently obtained for nothing, and that the direct taxation 
consequent on the modification of the system will stimulate them not only to send their 
children to school with greater regularity, but also to take a greater interest in their 
district schools and in the efficiency of the teachers. 

8. The new Act did not come into operation until a considerable part of the year 
had passed, but there was nevertheless a decrease of 450/. in the expenditure on 
education in place of the usual yearly increase. 

9. The ad valorem duties on imports were raised from 7/. 10s. to 10/. per 100/. The 
unprecedented activity of trade and the a productiveness of these duties gave 


PriNCE 
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areturn of 30,704/. against 17,136/. collected in 1862, or an increase of 13,568). from 
this source of revenue alone. 

10. The revenue for the year was 41,125/., 15,496/. more than the revenue of 1862, 
and nearly 35 per cent. in excess of that of any previous year: the expenditure was 
36,4412, about 2,000/. more than of 1862. 

11. The revenue exceeded the expenditure by 4,684. and the public debt is thus 
reduced from 54,803/. to 50,1191. 

12. 3,522/. included in the revenue and 1,925/. in the expenditure are amounts 
received from the the sale of lands or expended in their purchase from proprietors, and 
cannot be considered as ordinary revenue and expenditure. | 


General Commerce. 


13. The value of imports was 293,431/., an increase of 82,191/. on the value of 
those of 1862. The value of exports was 209,472/. an increase of 58,923/. on the value 
of those of the preceding year. 

14. From these returns it would appear that the value of imports exceeded that of 
exports by 83,959/., but no account is taken of vessels built in the island while their 


-material, rigging, &c. are included in the imports. 100 vessels of the aggregate burden 


of 24,991 tons were built in the year 1863. The value of these vessels, about 125,0001., 
added to the exports, leaves a balance of about 40,000/. in favour of the colony. 

15. From the Custom House Returns it appears that this island imported nearly half 
its requirements from the United Kingdom, and exported more than half of its products 
to the United States. 


Councils and Assemblies. 


16. A general election for the House of Assembly took place early in the year, and 
resulted in a considerable majority being returned to support the existing Government. 

17. Since the general election of 1859 all holders of salaried offices had been excluded 
from seats in the Legislature, in conformity with pledges made on the hustings by the 
present Government party, which was, previous to that election, in opposition. The 
practical inconveniences which attended this experiment proved greater than those which 
it was intended to remedy, and at the election of 1863 this system was so far modified 
that two salaried officers, the Attorney-General and the Colonial Secretary, came forward 
as candidates, and were returned as Members of the House of Assembly. In my opinion 
a further extension of the Departmental system, and the appointment of a Financial 
Secretary with a seat in the Honse, would be advantageous. | 

18. A few weeks after the election for the Lower House the first election of the 
Upper House took place under the Act which had been passed in the previous year 
“ to change the constitution of the Legislative Council by rendering the same elective.” 

19. The qualification for electors under this Act is fixed at freehold or leasehold 
property of the value of 100/. currency, or lands partly freehold and partly leasehold 
amounting together in value to that sum. A candidate for the Council is required to be 
a British subject, thirty years of age, who has been resident in the colony for five years 
previous to the election. 

20. Seven of the thirteen Members elected were members of the nominated Council at 
the time of its dissolution. Of these seven, five had been placed in the old Council by 
me since my assumption of the Government of this Province. Nine of the thirteen 
elected Members were returned to support the policy of the party composing the majority 
in the Lower House. The first Elective Council, therefore, was in harmony with the 
popular branch of the Legislature. | 


Military Expenditure. 

21. The amount expended by the Colony towards its own defence was 285/. Of this 
266/. 13s. 4d. was appropriated for the Volunteer Service, and 16/. 13s. 4d. is the salary 
by statute of the Adjutant General of Militia. With this inadequate grant it was 
obviously impossible for me to do much to maintain the discipline and efficiency of the 
Volunteer Force. I have to rely mainly upon the patriotism and liberality of the Volunteers 
themselves, and to them individually is due all the credit of the movement in this island. 

22. In my Despatch which accompanied the Blue Book for 1862, I directed the 
Secretary of State’s attention to the Militia Law. I have recently received your Des- 
patch, No. 24, of 15th October, containing the views of Her Majesty’s Government on 
this law, which, as you justly remark, is without a parallel in British N orth America, and 
I entirely concur in your opinion, that if in time of peace a community neglects those 
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precautions by which its independence against foreign aggression can be secured, its Prince 
safety must be more than imperiled in time of war, . . -. | -Epwarp 

It affords me much satisfaction to express iny belief, that within the last few years a IsLanp. 
feeling has been rising in this community, that it is hardly keeping pace with the neigh- 
bouring colonies in measures of self-defence’; and I trust that during next session an 
Act for the amendment of the Militia Law will be proposed to the Legislature. 

23. Whenever that measure is proposed, and the Legislature is asked to appropriate 
for that service a reasonable grant of money, without which all legislation on the subject 
is useless, I trust that the measure will not be treated as a party one, but that Members 
of the Legislature, irrespective of party, will vie in perfecting an enactment calculated to 
place the Militia in a position creditable to the people of this colony, and suitable to the 


privileges and free institutions which they enjoy. 
7 I have, &c., 


(Signed ) GEORGE DUNDAS, 
The Right Hon. Edward Cardwell, M.P., Lieut.-Governor. 
| &c. &ce. &c. 





NEw: 
FOUNDLAND. 


NEWFOUNDLAND. No. 5. 





No. 5. 
Copy of 2 DESPATCH from Governor Muscrave to the Right Honourable 


EpWARD CarRDWELL, M.P. 


(No. 8.) 
Government House, Newfoundland, 
Sir, : 19th October 1864. 
I nave the honour to forward to you one copy of the Blue Book of this Colony 
for the year 1863. 
2. It would be out of place for me to offer any comment upon these tables, which 
relate to a period which had expired nine months before my arrival in the Colony, with 


whose affairs I am as yet, of course, but imperfectly acquainted. 
I have, &c. 


The Right Honourable Edward Cardwell, M.P., ( Signed ) A. MUSGRAVE. 
&c. &. &. 





BERMUDA. 


No. 6. 


BERMUDA. 


No. 6. 


- Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Orp to His Grace the Duxe of Newcast.e, K.G. 
(No. 34.) | 
Bermuda, 
My Lorp Duxzg, April 18, 1864. 
I wave the honour to forward to your Grace the Blne Book for the year 1863, on 
which there is very little to call for observation. 


2. Tases. 


The increase in the Revenue of the year 1861 was followed by a further reduction 
of the principal item of taxation, that on Imports, from 3 to 2 ps cent.; notwithstanding 
this reduction the development of the trade with the blockaded ports of the Confederate 
States has produced during the past , 2ar a still further augmentation of 

D 2 | 
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3. Revenue, 
which has risen from 21,8047. to 24,259/.; whilst the 


4. Expenditure 


has at the same time somewhat diminished, being but 18,513/. as compared with 19,2961. 
in 1862. 4 
There is now a clear surplus in the Colonial Treasury of between 8,000/. and 9,000/. 


5. Imports and Exports. 


Imports have fully maintained the advance made last year, and stood at 242,893/. 
against 238,932/. Exports have on the contrary fallen back to about their former 
average, 29,6501. 


6. General Observations. 


Although the general prosperity of the country is sufficiently evidenced by its increased 
Revenue with reduced taxation, and a high rate of wages without any corresponding 
advance in the prices of the necessaries of life, the facts remain as they were stated by 
me last year, that these advantages are not the result of any efforts of our own, but 
are due to causes over which we have no control, and which may, and probably will, 
disappear as suddenly as they have arisen, leaving (it is to be feared) the people less 
fitted than they were to cope with the altered condition of affairs to which they will be 
exposed. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed ) H. ST. GEORGE ORD, 
His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, K.G Governor and Commander in Chief. 
&e. &c. &c. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


No. 7. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Seymour to the Right Honourable 
Epwarb CarpweELL, M.P. 


(No. 22.) New Westminster, British Columbia. 
SIR, 30th August 1864. 

I must offer to you my sincere apologies for the delay which has occurred in 
reporting to you officially on several matters of importance. My excuse is simply this, 
that I have been engaged on a work of vital interest to the Colony for many weeks, 
during which I was in a wild country, without pen or paper, and my communications 
with the civilized portions of our territory generally cut off by the insurgent Indians. 

2. I hope by increased exertions soon to make up for this inevitable delay. 


I have, &c. 


(Signed) FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 
The Right Honourable Edward Cardwell, M.P. 


&c. &c &c. 
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VANCOUVER ISLAND. 


No. 8. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Kennepy, C.B., to the Right Honourable 
Epwarp Carpwe.i, M.P. 
(No. 40.) 
_ Sir, Victoria, July 7, 1864. 
1. I nave the honor to transmit the Blue Book of Vancouver Island for the year 
1863, being the first that has ever been compiled for this Colony. 

2. I received this book from the Colonial Secretary a few days before his departure 
from the Colony in the middle of May, and a pressure of business has prevented me from 
verifying its contents until now. 

3. It is not my intention to offer any lengthened comments upon tables and statistics, 
which I do not think very reliable; and this being the first Blue Book of Vancouver 
Island, there are no comparisons to make. | 

4. I must, however, offer some observations with a view to correct erroneous state- 
ments which have beer placed before Her Majesty's Government, in reference to the 
finance and taxation of this Colony. 

5. It has been stated authoritatively that this island is “overburdened” by taxation. 
I will therefore recapitulate the taxes levied :— 


Real Estate Tax which produced in 1863 - - £8,854. 
Trade Licences’ - - - . - £3,687. 
Liquor I.icences - - - - £4,914, 
Harbour Dues ~ -° - - £3,563. 


The details and rates of these taxes will be found at pages one and two of the Blue 
Book. 

6. The ports of the island are free, and there are no import or export duties of any kind. 

7. The Real Estate Tax of one per cent. per annum upon the assessed market value 
of all real estate is that which has been dwelt upon as most oppressive and “ burdensome.” 

8. I have no intention of discussing the policy of this tax, but it can hardly be con- 
sidered “ burdensome” when compared with the tax for selling liquors (I think too low) 
which realized £4,914, or more than half that. paid by the whole real estate of the Colony. 

9. When the amount raised by trade licences, £3,687, (including various professions 
and callings) is compared with the value of imports, I think it will be apparent that the 
commercial interest 1s not overburdened with taxes. 

10. I believe the following may be taken as a nearly correct value of the imports :— 


1861. 1862. 1863. 
$2,018,424. § 2,550,242, 8 3,860,430. 
£416,299. £525,987. £796,213. 


11. There being no import duties the bulk of the population escape taxation in any 
form whatever, while the merchants and traders pay a tax of 3,687/. for Trades’ Licences, 
being less than one half per cent. upon their sales. 

12. There has been a net increase of revenue, including loans, in 1863, as compared 
with 1862, of 26,343/., while there has been an increase of expenditure of 22,689/. 

13. The state of the roads and land communication is very defective, though an ex- 
penditure of 18,000/. has been incurred in 1862 and 1863, and a large outlay voted for 
the current year. The law and practice in connection with this important subject stand 
greatly in need of amendment and will occupy my immediate attention. | 

14, The same may be said in reference to the survey, sale, leasing, and general 
management of public lands. . 

15. A project for dredging and deepening the harbour of Victoria has been entered 
upon, I think, unadvisedly, and without sufficient data, which will, I fear, result in the 
useless expenditure of a large sum of money. 

16. The population are orderly, loyal, and prosperous ; dea eee) is unknown. 

17. The condition of the Indian population is very lamentable: drunkenness and 
prostitution being the prevailing and promiment characteristics. I refrain from further 
notice of this matter, which will be made the subject of a separate despatch at an early 
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Vancouver 18. The capability of this Colony to support a population has been much discussed, 
IsLaND. nd very opposite views expressed. There is, in my opinion, sufficient agricultural land of 
“—~ fine quality to support a million of people, and the climate is unexceptionable and most 
salubrious. 
19. Expensive and defective postal and other communication are the great bar to 
progress, and reflect but little credit upon two great nations—England and America. A 
“‘ Times” newspaper costs fourpence postage, and that for a book is entirely prohibitory. 
20. It is surprising how little is known of :the resources and interior of this island. 
Loose assertion and surmise have been accepted in lieu of accurate examination or sur- 
vey. Toremedy this great want I have recently despatched an exploring party under 
an intelligent leader, liberally supported by private subscription in aid of the Govern- 
ment expenditure. The first report from this party is highly encouraging. 
21. I can see nothing to retard the steady progress and prosperity of this island if 
the colonists are prudent and true to themselves. 


I have, &c., 
To the Right Hon. E. Cardwell, M.P. ( Signed ) A. E, KENNEDY, 


&c. &c. &c. Governor. 
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SIERRA LEONE. 


| No. 9. : 
Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Biackaut to The Right Honorable the 


SECRETARY OF STATE. 


(No. 59.) | Government House, Sierra Leone, 
SIR, May 12, 1864. 
I nave the honor to forward to you the Blue Book for the year 1863, 

2. The details will, I think, fully bear out the few observations I made last year on the 
prosperity of this colony. Notwithstanding the serious interruption to trade consequent 
on the American War, and enhanced price of cotton goods, the revenue from Customs 
has increased, and the total revenue for the year has fully met the expenditure. 

3. The establishments at Sherboro, Bulama, and Juiah have considerably added to 
the expenses of this colony, and the first-named dependency alone has as yet contributed 
to swell the revenue. ‘ I hope during the current year to obtain some small return from 
the others ; but there are still heavy public works to be carried out, in completing barracks, 
and building managers’ houses and court houses at all these stations. 

4, I have every reason to be gratified at the evident good feeling entertained by all 
the neighbouring native chiefs towards this Government. Any remonstrance addressed to 
them by me on complaints from British subjects has uniformly been attended to, and 
any interference of mine to prevent hostilities amongst. themselves has been generally 
successful. 

5. Nor can I pass over the loyalty and good conduct of the inhabitants of the colony, 
though unfortunately the gaol 1s somewhat crowded; the offences will not be found to 
be of an aggravated character, whilst obedience to the laws and increased civilization 
mark the bulk of the population. 

6. Of all the establishments which I have seen on the west coast of Africa, Sierra 
Leone appears to me to be the best suited as a depot for supplying the demands of the 
neighbouring countries, and for the exportation of native produce; the harbour is safe 
and easy of access, fresh water and provisions are to be had in abundance, whilst the 
increased clearing and draining have materially improved the climate. 

7. I have already submitted a scheme for a loan for public works by which these 
advantages could be introduced. In addition, I think, that all legislation here should have 
for its object the encouragement of commerce, by reducing as far as possible import and 
tonnage dues. Direct taxation might be increased without injustice, and sinaller import 
duties (without drawback on re-exportation) would probably soon realize nearly as large 
arevenue as is now collected, at the same time materially diminish the expense of 
collection. 

8. Whilst I point out the advantages obtainable in a commercial point of view, I am by 
no means insensible to the vast improvements which might be made by the population 
dependent upon agriculture, and the great benefits to be thereby derived by the colony. 
I have already commenced a survey of lands forsale; an exhibition of native art manu- 
facture and agricultural productions is proposed to be held in December next. And from 
the desire already apparent to obtain land for purchase, and the support given by 
Europeans and natives, I have sanguine hopes of success, both in giving a stimulus to 
the increased production of exportable articles and in introducing improved mechanical 
skill amongst the manufacturing population. 

9. For the purpose of endeavouring to introduce improved means of carriage and 
agriculture, I have imported, for the use of the department of public works, three pairs of’ 
working oxen from Madeira. The economy of this mode of transport is already apparent, 
and I cannot but think great improvements in this respect might be made in the commis- 
sariat and other military departments; at present all military stores and supplies, heavy 
baggage, and even the daily rations of the troops are conveyed from Freetown to 
Sati Hill barracks by human labour alone, the favourite mode being on the heads of 
abourers. 

10. The health of the colony during the past year has been very satisfactory, and if 
increased facility of intercourse with the outlying stations were granted, I could 

report that every arrangement regarding this government was now advantageously 
established. 
I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. the Secretary of State, (Signed) SAMUEL W. BLACKALL. 
&ce. &c. &c. 
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GAMBIA. 


No. 10. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor D’Arcy to the 
Right Hon.Epwarp Carpwet., M.P. 


(No. 69.) Government House, Bathurst, Gambia, 
Ricut Honouras_e Sir, October 18, 1864. 
I po myself the honour of transmitting herewith the Blue Book for the year 
1863, and beg to report as follows :— 


Customs. 


2. It gives me great pleasure to point to the immense increase in the Imports and 
Exports ofthe past year. The following is a Comparative Statement of the Imports and 
Exports for the years 1862 and 1863, by which you will perceive that during the past 
year the increase in the Imports and Exports over 1862 (a fair average year) amounts to 
the very large sum of 63,392/. 


Increase in the 


In 1862. In 1863. Year 1863 over 1862 


x £ 
Imports and Exports” - - 254,246 317,638 


3. The duty collected at the Custom House during the years 1862.and 1863 is shown 
by the following Comparative Return, by which an increase of 2,072/. 3s. 8d. is shown in 
1863 over and above the Customs receipts of 1862 :— 








££ 
63,392 




















Increase in 1863 
| Se ee | In 1863. over 1862. 
| £ os. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. 
Total Duty received - - ‘esis 6 3 11,318 9 11 2,072 3 8 
| 








4. This increase in the Customs revenue is entirely attributable to the alteration in 
the fiscal law (which came into operation on the Ist of January 1863), substituting an 
~ export duty on ground-nuts and hides for a four per cent. ad valorem import duty. Itis 
with some complacency I make this report, as I persevered in moving His Grace, your 
predecessor, to allow me to bring forward so desirable a reform; and when I find in 
this one department alone the increase of 2,072/. 3s. 8d. in our revenue, I look back 
with some satisfaction to my unremitting exertions in and out of doors to bring about 
a change in our Customs Laws, which I foresaw would be fraught with such beneficial 
results to this little Colony. 


5. Furthermore, it is only natural to infer that the law will work most favourably 
to the interests of humanity in this benighted country. It will naturally be the deep 
interest of future executives in all time to endeavour, by kind mediation, to prevent 
the natives from engaging in their constant wars, as they must take more interest in the 
cultivation of the soil than formerly when the bulk of the Revenue was derived from 
Imports. From the hour of my arrival, now upwards of five years ago, I persevered 
unceasingly in this idea in carrying out this reform, which I believe will be an incalculable 
benefit to the Colony. | 


6. The following is a Comparative Statement of Customs Duties received during the 
years 1862 and 1863 :— . 
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Tase A. 
eee : cane Sa: 
! Amount | Amount Increase or Decrease 
Articles. of uty recvived of Duty received in Duty 
| in 1862. in 1863. | enllected in 1863. 
; £L sg. d. tL 8s d A eid, 
. ° | 1,782 6 id ; 9 ‘ ) 9099” = 
Export duty on ground nuts and hides { (4° /advalor.duty) \ 3,343 14 2 2,227 O 6 Increase. 
Wines and spirits - - -| 2,789 6 9 . 2,667 19 9 121 7 O Decrease. 
Tobacco - - - | 806 14 11. 551 18 + 254 16 7 Decrease. 
Cola nut duty - - - 456.0 0. | 615 10 O 159 10 OO Increase. 
Palm wine duty - - - 459 11 9 506 15 3 47 3 6 = Increase. 
Tonnage duty == - -=s =] 2,252 4 0 - 2011 4 0 | 241 0 O Decrease. 
Quarantine dues - - 113 8 O 119 14 O Ea G6 6 O Increase. 
Pilotage —_—- - - 569 10. 0 765 13° 0 3! 196 °3° 0 Increase. 
Auction duty < | fe -{ «17 10--2 i. - 69 6-10 | OL'16'.8- Increase. 
Bee poet ee es ee 
Ground Nuts and Hides. 


7. I have already herein stated that the export duty on Ground Nuts and Hides was 
substituted for the ad-valorem duty of four per cent. on articles imported. The law 
came into operation on the Ist of January 1863,, The success of the export duty has 
been most decided, and has, with a barely average Ground Nut crop of 1863, fully 
justified my most sanguine expectations. It will be seen by the foregoing table that the 
export duty on Ground Nuts and Hides in 1863 exceeded by 2,227/. Os. 6d. the four per 
cent. ad valorem duty of 1862 for which the Export Duty was substituted.’ 


Wine and Spirits. 


8. The apparent decrease of 121/. 7s. Od. duty on Wine and Spirits in 1863, shown in 
the foregoing table (marked A) is to be accounted for by the fact, that by the Customs 
Ordinance, 1863, greater facilities were given to importers to give bonds, payable in twelve 
months, for duty on Wine and Spirits, and many merchants availed themselves of the 
privileges granted by the recent law. The bonds at the Custom House, however, show 
an increase of nearly |,000/. in the duty on Wine and Spirits for the past year, but these 
bonds will not be due for twelve months from the importation of the articles, so that the 
duty will appear in the cash accounts of the present year, 1864. 


Tobacco. 


9. The decrease of 254/. 16s. 7d. in the actual duty received on Tobacco during the 
past year may, as in the case.of Wine and Spirits, be fully shown to have arisen from the 
fact that by the Customs Ordinance, 1663, bonds payable in twelve months were then 
for the first time allowed to be given for the duty on Tobacco. Of this twelvemonth’s 
credit for the duty, thus given under the new law, the importers readily availed them- 
selves; and notwithstanding the quantity of Tobacco imported in 1863 exceeded in value 
by nearly 5,000/. the imports of the same article in 1862, yet the actual duty paid in at 
the Custom House (not including the bonds) is 254/. 16s. 7d. less, But this apparent 
deficit is more than out-balanced by the amount of duty on Tobacco that is now coming 
into the Colonial Treasury under last year’s bonds at twelvemonth’s which are falling due 
during the present year (1864). a a vo 


Cola Nut Duty. 


_ 10. The Cola Nut duty of 1863 has increased in amount upwards of one-third on the 
receipts of the previous year, which showed more than an average importation. This 
increase I attribute to the courtesy shown to my representations by .the Directors of the 
Royal Mail African Steam Company, who met my proposition most Jiberally by reducing 
the freight of the baskets of Colas between Sierra Leone’ and the Gambia from twelve 
shillings to eight shillings a basket. The spread of Mohammedanism may, perhaps, con- 
jointly with the above, be another reason for the increase in. the sale af the Cola Nut. 
The Marabout or Mohammedan is almost the sole consumer of the Cola, and he is firmly 
attached to the belief that should he die with a portion of the Cola Nut in his stomach, 
his eternal happiness is secure. | = a 


Palm Wine Duty. | | 
11. The steady increase in the Palm Wine duty, I attribute to the improved means of 


communication between the mainland and Bathurst. The Jolahs, upon coming from their 
country in the Palm Wine season, reside at Jeswang, a part of our territory in Eritish 
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Combo, about six miles from Bathurst. The neighbourhood of Jeswang, a deep creek, fre- 
quented by alligators, runs transversely across the road to Bathurst. Here [ have constructed 
a good bridge, at little cost (73/.), over which the poor Jolahs can pass dryshod at all tides ; 
whereas, previous to its construction, for 12 hours out of the 24, the creek was passable 
only at great risk, several persons having been lost in attempting the ford. Moreover, 
a fine hard road from Jeswang to Bathurst now affords the Jolahs a ready .means of 
arriving at a good market for their wholesome and refreshing beverage,—Palm Wine. 
Before 1863 the heavy sand was a great drawback to those who carried heavy loads, and 
deterred the young and feeble from attempting the journey. 


Tonnage Dues. 


12. The decrease in these dues during 1863 is, I think, to be accounted for by the 
circumstance that during the past year many large vessels made frequent entries_ into 
this port, taking with them cargoes for Europe, and returning speedily for fresh ones, 
thus making as many as three and four voyages each during the year; and as the Tonnage 
dues are only payable on the first entry into the port, in each year, each vessel, after her 
first entry, escaped all Tonnage dues, no matter how many times she might, come into 
the port during the year. | | | | 

Quarantine Dues. 

13. These dues are gradually increasing, owing to the number of small craft, principally 
from the French settlement of Goree, which, since the opening of the river, the merchants 
employ in increasing numbers as ground-nut droguers. These cutters, as well as those 
which constantly ply between this and the neighbouring French settlements with letters, 
&c., are chargeable with the quarantine fee. . 


Pilotage. oe ©. es 
14. An increase of nearly 200/. under this head of last year’s Revenue shows thé 


healthy state of the Pilotage department, and that my exertions to keep up the efficiency 
of the establishment have not been wholly unrewarded. | 


Auction Dues. 


15. The Auction duty for 1863 has indeed made a very considerable advance upon 
the previous year, but from no apparent assignable cause. 2 oe = oie |g 


16. The following table may be interesting as showing the great stride our commerce 
has made duriug the past year. It contains a statement of the amount of Imports of the 
staple articles of trade during 1863, comparing their value with the Imports of the same 
articles in 1862. Although but three of the articles enumerated in the table, viz., wine, 
spirits, and tobacco, pay duty, yet the comparative statement is instructive as showing 
the impetus trade has received by relieving the Imports of the pressing four per cent. ad- 


valorem tax, and substituting an unfelt and yet large Export duty, thereby materially 
increasing the Revenue. - : “A 


\ 


Taare B.. 


CoMPARATIVE STATEMENT of the Value of the Staple Articles of Imports during the Years 
: 1862 and 1863. 


veg ee ewe eee —_ ose —e 





rc ee re ee ee eee ene 


| 











Value - Value : 
Articles. , of Articles imported | of Articles imported Increase in 1863. 
o 4 in 1862. in 1863. 

we ccc gas ee eS er ee ems | 
7 £ os. d. & &-a, ©. ty ds 
Ale and porter - - - - - 1,626 16 O 2,108 O O | 481 4 0 
Amber and coral - - - : - 626-14 0 2,166 18 O | 1,540 4 0O 
Arms and ammunition, including guns, cutlasses, 3,966 9 0O 14,660 9 10 10,694 0O 10 

and balls and shot. ; | : 

Gunpowder - - - - - 3,619 8 O 4,131 0 0 511 12 0 
Beads and shells’ - - - - 545 4 6 1279 2 1 7338 17 7 
Brass rods and metal in sheets and rods’ - > 130 8 0O 732 5 O 601 16 9 
Bread, biscuit, and flour - - - 809 8 9 8,622 3 5 2,812 13 9 
Cotton goods and yarn” - - - - 21,963 8 5§ 31,202 1 0 9,238 12 7 
Hardware - - - : 3,246 7 0. 1:008 9 2 |. 4106 2 2 
Rice, clean (foreign) — = - - - - 6,098 18 6 19,350 14 8 13,252 1 2 
Soap and candles - - - - 776 14 5 1,559 19 7 7838 5 2 
Spirits, all kinds - —-. * - - 9,594 12 8 10,575 7 1 980 14 § 
Tobacco - - - ° 17,771 11 2 22,3338 2 11 4,561.11 9 
Wine - - > = 1,755 3 9 3,340 14 O 1,585 10 8 
The Increase on the above Articles in the Imports of 1863 over 1862 —— = £j] 51,883 6 6 





E 
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Gayot. 17. By the foregoing table (B.) it will be readily seen, on the few articles mentioned 
therein, the immense increase in the Imports of 1863 as compared with those of the 
preceding year, 51,8832. 6s. 5d., being the figures representing the increase in the Imports 
of the staple articles alone. The value of the imports of each staple article of trade in 
1863, it will be perceived, too, is greater than that of the foregoing year; and upon 


referring to the Blue Books of the Colony, I find that in no previous year have the 
Imports of 1863 been ever equalled. 





Arms and Ammunition and Gunpowder. 


18. The great increase of 10,694/. on Arms and Ammunition, and 511/. on Gunpowder, 
I attribute to the Native wars that have unfortunately been carried on in this river 
between the Marabouts and Soninkees, for upwards of two years past. 


Brass Rods and Hardware. 


19. Shows a very large increase on 1862. The increase on Brass Rods is 601/., and on 
Hardware of all kinds 4,106/. It is not easy to assign a cause for this great increase. 


Bread, Biscuit, and Flour, and Rice (Foreign). 


20. The unprecedented increase in the importation of these articles during the past 
year is clearly to be attributed to the famine, caused, in the countries bordering on this 
river, by the Native wars that have been carried on in our neighbourhood now for 
upwards of two years past. The corn-growing districts have been desolated, the 
Soninkee villages burnt, and the poor starving Natives themselves, many hundreds in 
number, driven by the Mohammedan sword, and the still more powerful assailant, Famine, 
to seek that support and protection within our Settlements which their burning and 
desolate homes could not afford. In default of corn or millet; their usual subsistence, 
these starving immigrants gladly adopted as food, bread and imported rice, exchanging 
the few rude silver articles of Native ornament and dress saved by them on the sacking 
of their towns, for the more essential articles of life. I am glad, however, to say that 
the Natives this year (1864), yielding to my earnest solicitations, have in many parts of 
the river again directed their attention to agriculture, and the country on both sides of 


the river is now, while I write, a beautiful sight, and a promise of a rich harvest presents 
itself. 


Cotton. 


21. I have so frequently reported what strides the cultivation of this article is taking, 
that my observations under this head must be necessarily brief, although important. The 
increasing ratio is striking, and even exceeds in proportion the industrial progress 
shown in former reports of the ground-nut produce, so much required in France, grown 
along the banks of the Gambia. 

22. In 1862 4 cwt. of Cotton was exported; in 1863 the amount suddenly rose to 
54 cwt., being 1,250 per cent., or 134 as much as in 1862; and again, in 1864, I have the 
pleasure to add that no less an amount than 200 cwt. has already now, in October, left 
the port, being 146 per cent., or nearly 34 times as much as in 1862; or, to be more 
minute in the calculation, comparing the export of the article with 1862, the year of the 
taking of Fort Sumter, it is 4,900 per cent. more, or fifty times as mnch. 

23. It is interesting to compare this sudden industry with the development of the 
Ground Nut trade. In 1837 only 671 tons were exported, but in 1858 the amount rose 
to 15,729 tons, being 2,244 per cent. or nearly 234 times as much as in 1837. Now if 
Cotton goes on increasing for 21 years at the same rate it has done within the last two 
years,—no unreasonable inference under present political aspects,—the export of Cotton 
will be 350 times as much as in 1862. The amount ready for exportation in 1883, 
according to this calculation, will be 80 tons from this one river Gambia alone; and as 
there are about 20 noble streams between the Senegal and St. Paul de Loando, 1,600 
tons may in 1883 adorn the Liverpool docks from this hitherto unproductive and 
despised continent. 

24. The upper river is capable of producing a large quantity of Cotton. The banks are 
clothed with Foutah villages, whose specialities are corn, cotton, butter, and soap. 
But in order to improve and stimulate the growth of Cotton in this locality, where the 
staple is inclined to be short, more Egyptian seed must be distributed by special Govern- 
ment agency, otherwise it cannot command a high value in the home market. 


aro 
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25. Mr. Quin, a merchant of this Colony, a gentleman of great enterprise, has exported 
to Germany a considerable quantity of cotton in grain unginned, so that this year the 
Gambia will make a respectable figure in such a desirable export. This circumstance 
leads me to point out the great necessity of importing no other gin than the real 
American saw gin, invented by the immortal Witney. Some years ago I was in favour 
of the small Turkish or Maltero gin, owing to its cheapness; but I find that it is not so 
effective. Under European superintendence the American saw gin, with good cotton, 
will convert 1,920 lbs. of cotton in grain to 480 Ibs. of clean cotton in one day. 

26. May I request that you will do me the favour, Right Honourable Sir, to send 
this part of my report to the Manchester Cotton Association, the details being suggestive 
of considerable progress in the increased cultivation of this sad vacuum in British 
imports, causing so much misery and distress to the noble and long-suffering operatives 
of Manchester and the northern counties. 

27. I am sorry that I have quite failed to induce our own liberated Africans to leave 
their small trading business up the rivers, and adopt the more honourable and most 
interesting occupation of agriculture, carrying on the multifarious processes of production 
which are so many new branches of agriculture; take, for instance, the Madia sativa, an 
equally oleaginous seed, not taking up one tenth of the bulk of the ground nut, or 
requiring so much trouble in the cultivation. Again, with so much profit to themselves, 
they might make fortunes by drawing subsistence from the rivers and the deep waters 
of the sea, abounding in fish of the finest kind, instead of buying salt fish imported from 
America at high prices. 500 lbs. of large fish were caught by the crew of the “‘ Dover ” 
28th July 1863, when at anchor off red buoy, in one night, and salted down on board, 
realizing about 5/. sterling. | 

Improvements. 


28. The year 1863 will ever be remarkable in colonial history. Suddenly it was 
announced to me by Charles Wasser, a liberated African, in charge of Berwick Town, 
Barra Point, that an unarmed starving multitude had arrived in his town, begging for 
food, and protection from the sword and brand of the Mohammedan warrior, Maba. It was, 
indeed, a sad sight, and onerarely seen. ‘To use the words of Mungo Park, I could not help 
being convinced that “‘ whatever difference there is between the Negro and the European 
‘ in the conformation of the nose and the colour of the skin, there is none in the genuine 
‘‘ sympathies and characteristic feelings of our common nature.” Accompanied by 
Mr. Brown and the acting Colonial Chaplain, Mr. Robbin, I walked along lanes of the 
most harrowing misery. No word of complaint escaped them; all seemed to resign 
themselves with resignation to the inevitable decrees of a higher Power,—dying in our 
presence from starvation, too weak even to lift the cooked food we brought with us, to 
their mouths. Two hundred of the little children of this exodus I bound as apprentices 
to tradespeople, who by the new Apprentice Law are bound “ to treat the said apprentice 
‘“ humanely, finding him and providing unto him or her good and sufficient board, lodging, 
‘* apparel, and all necessaries, during the aforesaid term; and further that the said master 
‘¢ or mistress shall allow the said apprentice to attend a place of public worship once every 
“* Sunday throughout the year, &c.” And the able-bodied I crossed over to Saint Mary’s, 
encamping them on the bush, giving them a good ration for a good day’s work,—carrying 
decomposed oyster shell tothe Clifton Road,—-which rapidly, under this unlooked-for aid, 
has extended itself to the convalescent station at Cape Saint Mary’s, a distance of seven 
miles from the town of Bathurst. Very soon a striking change took —— in the market, 
showing the great want of a road near so large a town as Bathurst. Before the road was 
conmenced the building was nothing more than a bead bazaar, whereas now it abounds 
in cassava, yams, fowls, eggs, butter, and all the necessaries of life. 

29. In my relations with the Natives during this year, especially during the trouble 
in Lower Combo last February, when the civil war was on the point of breaking out, I 


_ was surprised to find the power I possessed to allay the fierce passions which religion and 


the ambition of governing had excited in the mind of the Negro. Casually I mentioned 
this to a Native of intelligence, and his answer struck me as forcible: “ Can you not 
“ see the reason? We black men do not practise good deeds, but we respect virtue. 
‘¢ When we saw your Government last year feeding thousands, receiving no adequate 


‘“‘ reward, we all felt proud that we live under the shadow of the Great Queen of 


‘“ England; and you as her Representative, can mould us to your bidding.” 

3. A Prussian diplomatist of some celebrity, Baron Hesse, was ordered by the late 
King of Prussia to draw up a report, for the information of his sovereign, of the British 
West India regiments. At the conclusion of his visit, when taking his farewell dinner at 
the regimental mess of the corps I then had the honour to command, he proposed as a 
toast, “The continued prosperity of the three great African missionaries,” gracefully 
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implying how much civilization was advanced by the embodiment of the three West 
India regiments. And I trust I may be allowed to name ‘“‘ The Apprentice Ordinance” as 
another missionary, likely im years to come to render the Gambia more like Sierra Leone, 
by raising up a Christian population on a Christian island hitherto swamped by the many 
resident Joloffs, who, although friendly to the Government and_ peaceful, have not the 
elements of progression, and do not recognize a religion of any kind. 


31. I have the honour to annex the Hospital ‘Report drawn up by the Colonial 
Surgeon, Dr. Sherwood, M.D., of 1863; ‘by which you will observe, Right Honourable 
Sir, that although the Settlement is only in its infancy, yct we possess institutions where 
the local afflicted of every class finds relief, and where the poor European mariner, worn 
with fever and stifled by the hot air of the hold of his ship, is tended with such profes- 
sional skill and kindness in nursing that seldom are we saddened by hearing of any 
fatal case. , 


32. The usual endemic fever has frowned but passed over the two Settlements of 
Gambia and Sierra Leone. During the last fortnight of September not a European was 
to be seen at the office; and at Sierra Leone five Europeans died, but we had no fatal case. 
I attribute this exemption to the simple circumstance that this year we have the Colonial 
Surgeon, Dr. Sherwood, resident amongst us. His knowledge of the necessary treatment 
of the fever is so profound, that as yet, after nearly six years of colonial service, he has 
never lost a patient from this scourge; and I am glad to add that I was the first to make 
this fact ane and it has since been admitted by acclamation in the Colony. 

| | | - | _ I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. DARCY, 
_ _ Governor. 


The Right Hon. E. Cardwell, M.P. 
&c. &c. &C, 


Enclosure in No. 10. 


SIR, : Colonial Hospital, Bathurst, Gambia, 22nd October 1864. 

__ IN HanDING you my third yearly Report I regret to say you will find the number of patients 
received into Hospital far exceed those of 1861 or 1862; yct at the same time it is gratifying to 
state that the increase is not attributable to any “epidemic,” ot want of sanitary regulations, but to 
the great increase of starving people that have been crowding into our little town since the com- 
mencement of the war, and indeed are still; and I fear that when the time comes for me to hand you 
the report for this year you will find as great an excess over 1863 as 1863 has over the two previous 
years. 

- Had I met with opposition from you, instead of every aid and assistance, I do not know to what 
extent disease and death might not have reached. And this year, by your opening the “ Liberated African 
yard,” feeding and nourishing the starving, I do - not hesitate to say, you have saved the Colony from 
@ great calamity. | | 

Having been absent from the Colony the last fout months of the past year, I can only speak of 
the cases in hospital previous to then, all of which were ordinary ones, therefore unnecessary to 
comment on. : a 

In my capacity as “ sheriff” I have already called your attention to the unhealthy state of the cells 
in the goal, and auiribute to it the disease which is so fatal amongst the prisoners—Dropsy, commonly 
called the gaol disease ; and I am happy to say your kind and prompt attention to my report, accom- 
panying myself at all hours of the night to the gaol, and adopting my suggestions for improvement 
may have been the means of causing the entire disappearance of that disease. 

I cannot close these few remarks without complimenting you on the few sick we have had in the 
gaol this sickly season, which I consider, in addition to the improvements ‘in the gaol, is owing to your 
having kept half the prisoners at the “ Cape,” and their minds occupied by work, hence avoiding the 
overcrowding of the cells. | 

; | - Thave, &c. 
His Excellency Col. G, d’Arcy, (Signed) W. H. Suerwoop, M.D. 
Governor. ~ Colonial Surgeon. 
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CAP E OF GOOD HOPE. Carr or 
ie af se | ee OS an. ‘ | Goop Horr. 
_— | i _ No. 12. — | 7 | No. 12. 
Copy of :a DESPATCH from_ Governor Sir P. Wonenouss, K.C.B., to the. ~ 
Right Hon. Epwarp Carpwe.i, M.P. | 





(No. 91.) re | ose pees s a ae 
Sir, King William’s Town, September 12, 1864. 

I nave the honour to forward for your consideration the Blue Book for the Colony 
of the Cape of Good Hope for the year-1863. 

I regret to state that the accounts of revenue and expenditure exhibit an unfavourable 
appearance; and that while the receipts of revenue fall short of those of 1862, there is 
unfortunately an increase in the expenditure of the two years. The receipts of all 
descriptions in 1863 amount to 757,000/. against 716,000/. in 1862; but while the latter 
include only 170,000/. borrowed in the course of that year, an addition was made to the 
debt of the Colony in the course of 1863 to the amount of no less than 266,000/. The 
expenditure of 1863, notwithstanding:the exertions made by the Government to restrict 
it as far as practicable, exceeded that of 1863 by 13,000/. Such a result of the trans- 
actions of the year was by no means unexpected, and the Government made every effort 
in its power to induce the Parliament to give its assent to measures calculated to retrieve 
the credit of the Colony. | a | 
- But the attempt was made under circumstances peculiarly unfavourable. _ Great 
commercial and agricultural depression prevailed everywhere, and the Parliament itself 
was in the last year of its existence. It was, therefore, to be expected that the members 
of the.two Houses would -not feel disposed to grapple effectually with the difficulties 
that presented themselves, but would prefer (as actually took place): obtaining tempo- 
rary relief from fresh loans, and bequeathing to the coming Parliament the unwelcome 
task of imposing on their constituents such additional taxation as might be shown to be 
indispensable; and I am happy to be able to state that, in the first session of that body, 
closed not long since, they have fairly and honourably responded to the calls inevitabl 
made upon them. Should no unforeseen calamity occur, should we be favoured wit 
tolerable seasons, we ought to avoid making aay further addition to the public debt. It 
is true that in this session, authority has been given for contracting a new loan; but the 
proceeds will be applicable solely to the extinction of existing debts, and the Act has 
been accompanied. by another for the’ creation of 4 sinking fund, providing for the 
liquidation of the whole colonial debt. pe 

The legislation of the year 1863 was not of a character to call for any special notice 
in this Report. ©. °° 

It will be seen from the reports of the Civil Commissioners of the several divisions 
that in almost all parts of the Colony the'seasons proved extraordinarily propitious for 
agricultural and. farming operations, and that there was consequently an abundant supply 

of food of every description. It is indeed beyond question that little direct pecumiary 
benefit has thus accrued to the farmers. In preceding years they had been exposed 
to ruinous losses of crops and stock from continued and excessive drought. In 1863 the 
crops were so abundant that the prices realized would not in some cases repay the cost of 
bringing them to a market. — : | i 

It is, nevertheless, a cause for great thankfulness that the poorer classes are no longer 
struggling against a scarcity of the common necessaries of life, and that an appreciable 
diminution of crime is the result of their improved condition. Under the influence of the 
general distress cattle stealing and sheep stealing increased to an alarming extent in the 
eastern districts, and the farmers represented the inadequacy of the punishments esta- 
blished by law for checking offences to the commission of which the temptations were 
almost irresistible. At the present moment the appearance of the Natives affords every 
indication of comfort and plenty. | fo | | 7 
_ I amalso happy to have it in niy power to state, in connection with the agricultural 
interests of the Colony, that there.is one important tribe of Natives—-the I'ingoes—who 
are making rapid advances, and bid fair in a comparatively short term to assume a con- 
spicuous position among the producing classes. It has been the policy of the Govern- 
ment of late years to encourage this tribe, among whom the feudal influence of the chiefs 
has much diminished, to become individually the proprietors of small tracts of land, and 
thus to acquire secure personal titles to the fruits of their industry. They have 
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exhibited’ a very clear appreciation of the advantages thus held out to them. They 
are habitually industrious and frugal, and have already in many instances become the 
possessors of numerous flocks and herds. -Some have purchased considerable farms, and 
are pushing their undertakings with much energy. Such examples must before very long 


- operate powerfully on the other tribes around; and I can conceive no better security for 


NATAL. 





No. 13. 


LAaGos. 





No. 14. 


the preservation of tranquillity and the general advancement of all classes than this 
increasing appreciation of the value of law and order, and the direct interest which all 
must acquire in the maintenance of that rule which they see to be so beneficial to them. 
I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Edward Cardwell, M.P. (Signed) P. E. WODEHOUSE. 
&c. &ce. &e. 


NATAL. 


No. 13. 


Copy of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Maciean to the 
Right Hon. Epwarp Carpwett, M.P. : 


(No. 56.) Government House, Natal, 
26th April 1865. 
SIR, (Received 20th June 1865.5 


I nave the honour to forward herewith two copies of the Blue Book for 1863, 
which, as they refer to a period prior to my assumption of this Government, I have not 
accompanied by the usual statements. 

I have, &c. 


: (Signed ) JOHN MACLEAN, 
The Right Hon. Edward Cardwell, M.P. Lieutenant Governor. 


&C. &c., &c. 


LAGOS. 


No. 14. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Freeman to the 
Right Hon. Epwarp Carpwe.t, M.P. 


No. 38. Government House, Lagos, 

SIR, July 4, 1864. 
— the honour to transmit herewith the Blue Book of this Settlement for the 
ear 18603. 

: The recent establishment of British rule in Lagos, the difficulties which had to be 
overcome, the small amount of aid granted by the Imperial Treasury, the depressed 
state of trade, owing to the wars in the interior, will be sufficient excuse for my examining 
considerably in detail the Statistics that the Blue Book contains, and pointing out the 
drawbacks which have to a certain extent retarded its progress, and dwelling upon the 
ee prospects of this the most promising of the British Settlements on the West Coast 
of Africa. 

I will commence by taking seriatim the different subjects of which the Blue Book 
treats, and make my observations on such as I may deem advisable. 


Taxes, Duties, and other Sources of Revenue. 


The system of taxation has of necessity been based on the simplest possible plan, being 
in fact restricted to Customs dues on the Imports. The change from Native to British 
rule was very sudden; and British law, however mildly and considerately administered, 
struck a deathblow at many of the habits, customs, and prejudices of the inhabitants of 
Lagos. 

it required all the force and authority of this Government to abolish Slavery, and bring 
the natives under the control of the Law Courts and Police, without provoking serious 
opposition, and it therefore behoved us to avoid every unnecessary cause of irritation. 
For this reason I strictly avoided anything like direct taxation, or any systen which 
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would press immediately upon the Natives. I therefore depended, for nearly the whole 
Revenue, upon Import Dues, to the great discontent of the mercantile community, who 
would not or could not see that the Duty would be ultimately paid by the consumer. 
The Duties might have been doubled or trebled without any inconvenience to trade, had 
the roads been open into the interior, as Porto Novo can never compete with Lagos in 
the internal trade of Youraba. ‘The traders import their rum (from which the greater 
part of our Duties are raised) by the imperial gallon, and resell it by the old wine gallon 
measure, and the difference between the two (20 per cent.) is already a large profit. 

Had the Import Duties in Lagos been fixed at the same rate as_ those of Sierra Leone, 
we should have raised on wines and spirits alone ten thousand pounds more than we 
actually received during the last year; and our total receipts, all things included, would 
probably have been close upon thirty thousand pounds. I point this out more particularly, 
as a great outcry has been raised in England by the mercantile houses who have agents 
here against my system of Duties. | 

Respecting the other sources of Revenue of this Government the Blue Book furnishes 
sufficient details. I nevertheless enclose a statement showing the amount which I had 
calculated to raise from various sources according to my estimate for the year 1863, and 
‘also the amount actually received, and an explanation of the causes which have led to the 


increase or deficit. 
Expenditure. 


Enclosure No. 2. is a statement of the Expenditure as originally estimated and that 
actually made, showing the causes of increase or decrease under each separate heading. 
This Return sufficiently explains itself, and it is therefore unnecessary to dwell upon it, 
except in so far as to point out the increase owing to the raising of the armed Haussa 
police entails a heavy expense on this Government. This expense is due to a great 
extent to the inadequacy of the military force stationed here. 

Very little progress has been made in erecting the Public Buildings, owing to want of 
‘funds and other causes. A Court-house is haif built, and a small Custom-house com- 

pleted. Much expense has been incurred in road-making, the sums paid being spent 
partly in compensation to persons who have had their premises encroached on in the 
widening of the streets, and partly in the endeavour to make hard roads in the place of the 
deep loose sand, which is very obstructive to traffic in the dry season, and washes away 
in gullies during the heavy rains. But a mere trifle only of the work required has been 
as yet attempted. 

Roads must be made, swamps filled up, the river bank properly staked and supported, 
to prevent its being washed away during the freshes. A good prison must be commenced 
without delay, as the present one is falling down, and it is difficult to guard against 
the prisoners escaping. An hospital must be erected, and a powder magazine built ; and 
eventually we shall need some barracks for the Police, as well as some buildings at 
Badagry and Palma. 

Were peace to be re-established in the interior, trade would immediately take such an 
extension, and our finances proportionally increase, that these works could be rapid] 
proceeded with. Unfortunately, however, I fear that peace is as far off as ever, and will 
not be brought about without the intervention of the British Government. 

A fair comparison cannot be made between the Revenue of 1862 and that of 1863, 
for the former was received for the latter half of the year only, and was based upon a system 
of lower taxation. 

Much inconvenience was experienced by the Government in legislation, through the 
want of a legal officer to draw out the Ordinances in proper form. From this defect it has 
resulted that on many matters there are two or even three Ordinances, each correcting 
the preceding one, and there are also others which have been disallowed by the Imperial 
Government. I would therefore suggest that it would perhaps be advisable to do away 
with all the repeated ordinances, and re-arrange and number again those that have received 
Her Majesty’s gracious approval. 

No calculation has been made in the Blue Book of the population of the territory, as 
there are no official data to go upon. I think, however, the following is not very far out:— 


Lagos - - - - - : - 40,000 
Badagry - - - 2  »#  *« + 5,000 
Villages between Lagos and Badagry - - 3,000 
Palma District - - - - - «+ 2,000 
Villages between Lagos and Palma - - 2,000 


r 
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This calculation is rather under than above the mark, and does not include the 
inhabitants of Okeodan and Addo. a & “es | 

Nothing has as yet been undertaken by the Government in the way of education, 
owing to the want of necessary funds. It would, however, be productive of great benefit 
to the ngewe if an industrial school could be established where the children would 
be taught useful trades. | | 

The total value of the Imports and Exports during the latter six months of the year 
1862, and the whole of the year 1863, were as follows :— — 


1862, | 1863. 
Imports - | £77,933 =  - -° - £171,138 
Exports - - 61,932 - - - 158,341 


which would show an increase for the whole year of about 20,000/. Imports and 35,000i. 
Exports. | = ge HM ane 
e war between the Egbas and Ibadans has greatly checked the trade of Lagos. 
The latter people (Ibadans) are unable to come to Lagos in consequence of the Egbar 
war chiefs not allowing the roads to be opened, as they say,—if trade recommences,,. half 
the army will leave the camp and return to peaceful occupations. This closing of the 
roads produced a greater effect on our Export last year than on our Imports, as the Egbas 
allowed imported goods to be carried up to.Abeokuta, but did not permit the native 
produce purchased with them to be exported. Thus the merchants of Abeokuta have 
now a large amount of property which they. cannot send out of the country, and which is 
rapidly deteriorating. , ee , — 

A slight impetus has been given to. agriculture by the stoppage of trade and the 
closing of the roads into the interior. Many small traders have taken to farming ;.and the 
greater part of the yams, cassada, Indian corn, &c. consumed at Lagos is now grown 
on the Lagos farms, whereas formerly nearly all came from Abeokuta and Porto Novo. 

A few grants have been made to purchasers of unoccupied land, but the majority of 
those issued have been to persons possessing land by grant from King Docemo before the 
cession of Lagos to the British Crown. 

With regard to those holders whose only claim to their land is by right of occupation, 
I consider that a system of quit-rents might be adopted. On this subject, however,. I 
shall treat in a separate Despatch. | | 

In conclusion, I may observe that the contents of the Blue Book show that Lagos 
possesses great advantages and resources which must ere long render it by far the 
most important European Settlement on the West Coast of Africa. In spite of the 
desolating wars now raging, and notwithstanding the competition of Porto Novo, where 
every effort is being made to take away our trade,—in spite of the merchants being dis- 
heartened by the stagnation of trade, and a feeling, of which they cannot divest themselves, 
that Her Majesty’s Government cares little for the Settlement, and will not give it that 
support which was expected when the cession of the territory was obtained,—still Lagros 
is advancing, and furnishing - sufficient Revenue to cover the actual expenses of. the 
Government. It cannot be expected that it should as yet be able to provide public 
buildings, military protection, &c., though these expenses cannot but be incurred, and 
some means must therefore be found to provide for the former, while the latter we 
demand from Her Majesty’s Government. But before many years elapse the Settlement 
of Lagos must form the outlet for the riches of the Soudan; and that it will then 
prosper greatly has never been denied, even by its strongest opponents. 

. I have, &c. : a 
( Signed ) H. S. FREEMAN. 





Enclosure 1. in No. 14. 
Comparative Statement of the ReveNve estimated and raised for the year 1868. 








. _ Customs. 
Estimated - - -- - £ 15,050 0 0O 
Raised gt. Seas 7 : 14,289 19 4 
‘Deficit - . - : 1760 0 8 


Difference owing to the depression of trade consequent on the continuance of the wars in the 
interior. 


= a = 
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Land Sales. 

Estimated - ie 

Raised - - _ : 

Deficit “@ @ 2 
Depressed trade restrained purchases. Lo 
| Land Revenue. 
Estimated ; a a 

Raised :— Sd 


Seal on grants — - = 


Gain _— - 
Same observation as that of land sales regarding rents. 


Rents, exclusive of Land. 


Liberated African Dept., sl aa 
Raised - - - 
Gain 88 ee 

Postage. 

Estimated - a. game 

Raised - - - - 

| Gain  - 
Licences. — 


Auctioneers’, estimated ~ - 
Auctioneers’ - £ 45 
Marriage - 10 
Raised - 





Gain : 2 


Estimated : | 
Police Court - - £150 0 °0 
Commercial Tribunal - 100 0 0 
Slave Court - - 50 0 0 
| 300 0 0 
Raised : 
Police Court - © - 104. 4 54 
Slave Court - 107 5 4} 
Commercial Tribunal - - 204 5 9 
Chief Magetratcs ard +5516 23 
Fines - | 015 0. 
a a tes - 472 6 93 - 
Gain - - - £172 6 94. 
Fees of aa 
Estimated:— . , | 
Secretary’s office. - - £ 40 0 0 
~ Raised - os _ - 55 19 2 
Gain - - 1519 2 
Miscellaneous Receipts. 
Not estimated é . - £ 578 14 0 
ied =  - .-= = - 39218 10 
Gain ° ° = 186 0 2 





FQ 


£500 0 0 


292 17 5 


tet + ~- é 
baa whee oe 


207 2 7 


£100 0 0° 


114 0 «0 





14 00-—-: 


age eee 


£ 15 0 
22 12 


eo Oo 





£ 30 0 0 


55 0 0 


25 0 0 


Fines, Forfeitures, and Fees of Court. 
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Enclosure 2. in No. 14. 


Comparative STATEMENT of the ExreNpITuRE estimated, and the AMouNT actually expended, during 


the year 1863. 


His Excellency the Governor. 


Estimated, 1,040/. 18s.—Only entered as paid, 5271 8s. 9d. 
Because the salary of Governor, 5001, does not pass through the Accountant’s hand. 


Colonial Secretary. 


Estimated, 1,164/—Expenditure, 86:31. 2s. 
Difference in consequence of the Colonial Secretary having drawn his half-pay on leave in 
England, which appears in the Agents General’s accounts. 


Surveyors Department. 
Estimated, 5952. 12s. Gd.—Expenditure, 584/. 9s. 2d. 


Customs Department. 


Estimated, 1,321. 8s. 6d.— Expenditure, 8182. 11s. 7d. 
Saving caused by non-employment of landing waiters and clerk at Palma, messenger and 
clerk at Badagry, and boatmen at Lagos, and the pay of some lower officials not having 
been raised to full amount as on probation. 


Medical. 
Estimated, 465]. 12s. 6d—Expenditure, 3071. 19s. 5d. 
Difference owing to the account for medicines appearing in Colonial Agent’s accounts. 
Harbour-master’s Department. 


Estimated, 7012. 12s.— Expenditure, 4381. 13s. 8d. 
Saving by not having had full-paid Harbour-master for good part of year. Boat only paid ‘for 
in 1864. Tull number of kroomen not employed. 


Post Office. 
Estimated, 100/.— Expenditure, 1012. 19s. 


Auditor. 
Not estimated.—Icxpenditure, 1002 
Liberated African Department. 
Estimated, 6001—Expenditure, 394i. 1s. 7d. 
Less persons maintained. | 
Judicial. 
Estimated, 3,7392. 18s. 9d. —Expenditure, 4,043/. 


A saving made on half salary of Chief Magistrate for nine months, but extra expenditure 
caused by raising armed Haussa police. 


Gaol. 


Estimated, 2927. —Expenditure, 2701. 10s. 9¢. 
Gaoler and under gaoler did not receive full pay estimated till near close of year. 


Lcclesiastical. 
Estimated, 47/—I:xpenditure, 262. 
Gravediggers pay not up to estimate, and assistants not appointed at beginning of year. 


Pensions, Retired Allowances, and Gratutties. 


KIistimated, 1,230/—Expenditure, 8664. 
Saving in consequence of ex-king Docemo receiving only 1,000/. per annum instead of 1,030/,, 
and his pension having been stopped for a time. 


Police and Gaols, ex. of Establishments. 


K'stimated, 8241. 12s—Expenditure, 1,0511. 9s. 3d. 
Increased number of prisoners and clothing for Haussa police. 


Administration of Justice, ex. of Establishments. 


Estimated, 497—Expenditure, 25/. 19s. 3d. 
Less work than expected. 
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Rent. 
Estimated, 2521.—Expenditure, 3051. 8s. 4d. 
Rent allowed to officers for whom it was not originally estimated. 
Hospitals, ex. of Establishments, 


Estimated, 2002—Expenditure, 14/. 10s. 1d. 
Bedding and other things not required. | 


Liberated African Department, ex. of Establishments. 


Not estimated.— Expenditure, 708/, 12s. 11d. 
Subsistence and redemption of runaway slaves from neighbouring countries, &c. 


Miscellaneous Services. 


Estimated, 25072—Expenditure, 4901. 7s. 44d. 
Expenses of printing, and powder hulk, and opening up River Addo, and allowance to the 


Jate Lieut. Dolben, and compensation paid to Haussa police wounded at Epé. 


Transport Service. 


Not estimated.—Expenditure, 4892. 13s. 
_ Canoe hire; travelling expenses of officials ; ees. a of Krooboys to and from their country; 


suppressing slave traffic on lagoons; and blockading the Abeokuta River. 


Aborigines. 


Estimated, 3701.—Expenditure, 5652 13s. 11d. 
Increased stipend to Badagry chiefs, and increased amount in maintenance, missions, and 


presents. 
Works and Buildings. 


Estimated, 5,4282. 18s,—Expenditure, 1,946/. 17s. 11d. 
Saving Government House, public wells about town; court house not finished, but partially 


erected. 
Roads, Streets, and Bridges. 


Fstimated, 5601—-Expenditure, 869/. 13s. 94d. 
Houses pulled down to make roads, and compensation paid for them, and ground taken. 


Conveyance of Mails. 
Estimated, 22/. 5s.—Expenditure, 197. 10s. 


Secret Service. 
No Estimate.— Expenditure, 52. 
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ST. HELENA. 
No.15. | 
Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sm Cuanues Exuiot, K.C.B., to his Grace 
the Duxe or Newcastie, K.G. 
(No 35.) | 
My Lorn Dukz, St. Helena, May 22, 1864. 


I nave the honour to transmit the Blue Book for the year 1863. 

2. Since my recent arrival in this island it has been my duty to report fully to your 
Grace on the dilapidated condition of the public and private buildings in Jamestown 
owing to the devastation of the white ant, and also upon the situation of the island 
considered as an important outpost of the empire. On the present occasion therefore | 
have only to remark that the returns now submitted nearly correspond with those 
forwarded in previous years, making some allowance for the obstructions to trade 
attributable to the civil war in North America. ~ 

| I have, &c. . ns eke 
(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 
His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, K.G, | 
&c. &ec. &e. 
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*Summary for 


the last 10 


years printed. 


Encl. in No. 1. 


1859) 1,250 
860 se 427,835 1,438; 431,484/12,809, 562. 1,128, 600 13, 647 


48 


REPORTS EXHIBITING ‘THE PAST AND PRESENT °- 


NEW SOUTH WALES. 
16. 


—a- Ee 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor the Right Honourable Sir Joun Younc, Bart., 


(No. 95.) 


SiR, 


to the Right Honourable Epwarp Carpwe.i, M.P. 


17 November 1864. 


1. I nave the honour to forward herewith the Statistica] Register* of New South Wales 


for the year 1863. 


| 
Government House, Sydney, 


2. Full and accurate information on all points will be found arranged under the various 


heads. 


The Right Hon. Edward Cardwell, M. P. 
&c. 






a ne ee 


YRAR. 
Population. 


= 


1854 
§55 
856 


251,315 
277,579 
*286,973 
305,487 








ee 
858 342,002 
ee 
860; 348,516 
1801| 358,278 
1862} 367,495 
1863, 378,934 





Ad 
Shipping. Exports, the Produce of the Colony. 5 5 Revenue. Ependiture. 
caaaidie, e Rog oe ee a ay es a ea aaa S » 
Inwards. | Outwards. Wool Tallow é Gold. | Coal. Lap = 
ee eee ae meres) oem eae ee ele Vie Lie Geet es ed wee 2 8 
i oH : C: ; °: ° © : 
ea [Esl g| 3 3 “i 2 £ si 3 | 4 E 
eet] cles £1 g 12/3] 2/42) a) el et ilal]i lag) 2lats 
asf} § | 5s| & 5 a|3/aiei £| 4 ee ee c | 2 18 \s 
mize | @ [a7) & | Oo |e | oe} e1 Sl] oOo} fF | oO] EF] Se S 3 |p 
| | th |e lew.i e@ |e! os | tons.) 2 | £ £ | 
1854; 1,058, 376,927) 1,112) 409,489 18 oe 76,30 181,956 82,120 164,256 28,155, 237,910, 773, 209; 59, 297, 101,752 5,981,063 4,050,126 '1,004,467| 234,680} 966,569 170,000'1 
| 


855! 1,152) $53,323! 1,185: 362,482 
1856 aia 501.679 1,219 303 19.20, 200,341 
857/ 1,100; 351,413 1,204) 377,147/17,044,201 1.275067 37,578 82, 134 sata 295,564, 983,850 
1858 a a 1,254) 366,825) 13,553,835 1,126,496 29,085, ea 1, $50 254,907 fies 





861) 1,827 ines 


1862} 1,493; 454,887| 1,568 467,356'13,482,159 1,283,818 71,281 104,030 
$1,221, — 


863) 1,494 all en 511,373/14,791,849 1,262,274 17,709 








363,121) 1,299, 387,015/16,938,016 1,458,005 17,376, 37,275: 
| 


I have, &c. 


(Signed) JOHN YOUNG. 


&c. &c. 


Enclosure No. 16. 


STATISTICAL VIEW OF THE PROGRESS OF NEW SouTH WALES FROM THE YEAR 1854 TO 1863 INCLUSIVE. 











Live Stock. 





2) 
ic) 
= 
8 
77 
or 


f 


Convictions. 


Scholars. 
Mills. 
Amount realized. 


Trial. 
Manufactories, Works, 


Horned Cattle. 


Commitments 


Quantity. 
Value 


Deaths. 
Number 
Sheep. 





‘I 


9,663, 2,761 
10,344, 2,765 
10,097; 2,778 
12,501' 2,902 
13,802. 2,992 
14,418! 3,205 
14,283 2,045 
14,681) 3,222 
15,434! 3,326 


15,679 3,314 


; 
= 
& 


- 


637| 140 


tons. £ 
4,511 25,953 | — 146 | 131,857 | 148,851! 1,576,750, 8,144,119] 63,255 | 116,642 | 119,380 | 83,396 | $19,533 P 


413 
4,022 | 476) 27,243 | — 255 |171,100}) 158,159! 1,858,407| 8,602,499! 68,091 | 137,076 | 89,082 | 127,952 | 270,636 !1 
4,203 | 56s! 29,406 | — 461) 154] 314 iasaesai ida be) 2,023,418 7,736,328] 105,996 | 189,960 | 117,006 | 167,753 | 245,555 |185¢ 
550! 
653 














4,846 29,236 | — | 395) ane 284 | 1845134) 180,053) 2,148,664, 8,189,162; 109,166 | 210,434 | 148,158 | 145,102 | 210,333 |1857 
5,883 333,236 80, ss, 169; 295 223,295}, 200,713, 2,110,604 7,581,762| 92,848 | 216,397 | 162,162 | 169,214 | 240,683 /185§ 
5,642 | 739) 382,840 | 753: 406, 177) 549 247.5422! 214,684) 2,190,976] 5,162,671/ 119,701 | 808,218 | 204,371 | 135,167 | 252,627 1185 
6,562 | 798) 34,767 | 635; 405 193) 745 , 260,798 | 251,497 2,408,586" 6,119,163; 180,662 | 368,862 | 226,493 | 109,216 | 155,316 1 
37,874 





5 


821 437; 184’ 788 . 297,575 | 233,220 2,271, 923) 5,615,054; 146,091 | $42,067 | 218,820 | 189,986 | 229,594 |1861' 
6,524 | 925; 42,211 879 314 181, 859 aes »13884: 273,389; 2,620 383] 6,145,651, 125,541 | 476,522 | 305,234 
| I ,7 90,969! 135,899 | 433,889 | 236,280 | °92,016 | 128,211 is 
‘ | | 


! $67,292 | 216,988 |1 
6,653 | 976) 46,810 | 887, is 180 1, 708 307, 0385 | "22,504 2,032,52 Rees 


i 
a POR RCEEE eect aS. 


































la 078,017 37,325 eas al acl 200,250 61,484! 58,893/4,668,519:2,884,130| 800,989] 859,721) 886,724, 788,306/185 
138,007; 84,086! 65,730'5,460,971 3,430,880) 1,130,014) 856,539) 1,146,468) 688,666) 18 
6,729,408 4,011,052:1,185,562) 345,575/1,104,995, 438,333 185 
, ,186,277/1,379,675| 76,776|1,208, 796 360 7701 
4,768,049) 1,522,668] 816,522|1,425,028' 433,138/185 
5,072,020)1,319,779] 560,729) 1,321,724 726,231)1 

5,594,839) 1,448,610) 394,457/1,540,005 Cone 
7,102,562/1,628,885| 644,285) 1,608,810 eae isk 


| 
047| 640,116)2,064,299, 557, 798'1865 














1,303, ov 77.814) 137,202 








96,457; 45,060. 
960 113,649, 89,200: 







| 904 6,059,366 


6,597,053 
7,519,285 
6,391,555 





532. 435, asl 698,078 173, a 132,984: 


| 
be 
| 


| 
i 
! 
| 


28,794 136, ae 1,876,049. 233,877 183,761 









1,391| 379,460/12,745,891 1 396, 126 60,638 60,816, — ‘488,293 1.890, 908: 207,780, 160,965 


| 
— 600,565 2,715, 037: 303,782) 245,422'9,334,645 
| 







} 
| 
| 


605,722 2,361 ow 298, = 220, a 
























® The Census was taken in 1821, 2, 3, 5. 8, 33, 6; population as above. 
2nd March, 1841, population 130, ‘Bit 


2nd March, 1846, PA 189, 609 
Ist March, 1851, ve 187,248 
Ist March, 1854, ie 266,189 


Ist March, 1861, ‘ 350,860 
> The reduction in the Year 1859 was caused by the separation of Queensland from New South Wales. 
© Exciusive of lands conditionally sold under the “Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861.” 
Price of land in 1825, 7s. 6d to 108. per acre. 
The minimum price of land was 3s. per acre from 1832 to 1840; 12s. per acre, 1840-2, (20s. in Port Philip, in 1841.) 
2ue, per acre from 1843 to present time. 
Number of acres alienated to the end of 1863,—7.778.277 acres. 
Nember of unalienated, about . - 93,973,748 acres. 
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(QUEENSLAND. QueENs- 


“ LAND. 
No. 17. No. 17. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir G. F. Bowen, G. C. M. G., to the 
Right Honourable Epwarp Carpwe.t, M.P. 

(No. 30.) Government House, Brisbane, Queensland, 
Str, July 6, 1864. 

1. I wave the honour to transmit herewith six copies of the “ Statistical Register 
“ or Blue Book of the Colony of Queensland for the year ending the 31st December, 

“ 1863.” Prefixed is the annual Report of the Registrar General. 

2.. I solicit attention in particular to the tabular statements of this Report, ex- *. 
mbiting “ the annual increase per cent. in the years 1861, 1862, and 1863, and the 
“ total increase per cent. in the triennial period ;’ and thus proving the rapid but solid | 
progress of this Colony. It will be seen that, during the last three years, our population 
has been more than doubled, having increased by 113°38 per cent., while our revenue 
has increased by 118°84 per cent.; and our trade (including imports and exports), our 
shipping, and the other chief elements of material prosperity, have advanced in nearly 
similar proportions. It is satisfactory to observe that the public provision for the 
education of the people keeps better pace with its rapid increase in numbers than is usual 
in very young communities. During the above-mentioned triennial period, the schools 
have increased by 72°58, and the scholars attending them by 94°86 per cent. 

3. In the last three years pastoral occupation has advanced to the North and West 
over an additional space of between five and six hundred miles in distance; while new 
ports have been opened, and new townships founded along the coast at Broad Sound, 
ut Mackay, on the Pioneer River, at Port Denison, and at Rockingham Bay, settlement 
has been pushed on inland to the banks of the rivers T‘linders and Lynd flowing into 
the Gulf of Carpentaria, more than nine hundred miles north, and to the banks of 
the river Paroo, more than seven hundred miles west, by the nearest road, from 
the seat of Government at Brisbane. A new settlement will be formed immediately at 
Cape York, which is further from Brisbane than Gibraltar is from London; and it is 
fully expected that before another year shall have passed away there will be stations 
at the head of the Gulf of Carpentaria. 

4, The wise and temperate legislation of the Queensland Parliament has contributed 
much to the development and consolidation of the welfare which this Colony, under the 
blessing of Providence, enjoys. 

. I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. (Signed ) G. F. BOWEN. 
Edward Cardwell, M. P. 


Recisrrar-GENERAL’S Report on the Statistica Recistrer for 1863. 


To the Honourable Robert George Wyndham Herbert, Esq., Colonial Secretary. 


Sir, Registrar-General’s Office, Brisbane, 2nd June, 1864. 

I have the honor to forward to you “ The Statistical Register or Blue Book of 
the Colony of Queensland, for the Year ending the 31st December 1863,” and I regret 
that circumstances, over which I have had no control, have prevented its earlier 
publication. 

To my usual remarks on the annual progress of the Colony, I have this year added 
a Statistical Summary, arranged in a tabulated form, for each year of its separate 
existence, and have thus been able to supply as much, or even a larger amount of 
information than on former occasions, in a more condensed and convenient shape. 


Parliament. 

The fifth session of the first Parliament of Queensland was opened by his Excellency 
the Governor in person, on the 21st April 1863, and lasted until ‘the 20th May 
following, when it was prorogued by proclamation, the Legislative Assembly being 
dissolved by proclamation, dated the 22nd of the same month. Five public bills (vide 

_ G 
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Table VI.*) were originated in the Legislative Council, and sixteen in the Legislative 
Assembly, but none were passed in consequence of the prorogation. 

The first session of the second Parliament was opened by his Excellency the Governor 
in person, on the 21st July 1863, and continued until the 22nd September 1863. 

During this Session, three bills were originated in the Legislative Council and twenty- 
seven in the Legislative Assembly (vide Table VII.) ; of these, twenty-five passed both 
Houses and received His Excellency’s. assent; two Private bills were also introduced 
upon Petition, passed, and assented to. | 


| | Municipalities. 

Tables Nos. LX XI. and LXXIJ. show the existence of eight municipalities in the 
year 1863, being an addition of one to the former number. we 

Several large and important public works have been undertaken by the Corporation 
of Brisbane. The first in utility and importance is the construction of Waterworks 
for the supply of the city; this work is estimated to cost 50,000/., which sum does not 
include the cost of distribution. . A bridge across the River Brisbane is also on the eve 
of being commenced, at an estimated cost of 60,000/.; and the building of a Town 
Hall, estimated to cost 20,000/., is rapidly advancing, i 

Population. — 

The census taken on the Ist January 1864 shows a large and rapid increase of the 
white population; its number was on that day 61,640,f and consisted of 37,579 males, 
and 24,061 females. On the occasion of the last census, taken on the 8th April 1861, 
the population. was found: to be 30,059. It follows, therefore, that in the mtervening 
period of two years and nine months, the population has increased at the rate of 105:06 
per cent. The result of the above census shows how strongly the current of overland 
emigration has set from the Southern Australian Colonies towards Queensland, for our 
—— as per census, exceeds the estimate founded on the registration of births and 

eaths, and on the customs returns of foreign arrivals by sea, by no less than 1,955 
persons, whose presence, in the absence of any other source, must be referred to overland 
immigration. | | rn: Harr: _ : . 
: PopuLATION of QUEENSLAND on the 3lst December 1863. 


a - 





























——— | - Males. | Females. | Total. 
Excess of births over deaths during Ist quarter ss ~{  — $2 ; 117 149 
Increase from excess of immigration over emigration during Ist _ | Rie 
quarter - - - - - - 1,893 © 4,213 | 3,106 
Increase during Ist quarter - . - 1,925 1,330 3,255 
Excess of births over deaths during 2d quarter - - 91 7 122 913 
Increase from excess of immigration over emigration during 2d 
quarter - - - - - - - 1,788 99] 2,779 
Increase during six months - - - 3,804 9,443 6,247 
Excess of births over deaths during 3d quarter - - - 94 202 296 
Increase from excess of immigration over emigration during 3d 
quarter - - - - - - - 3,585 ' 2,259 «5,844 
Increase during nine months - - - 7,483, 4,904: 12,387 
Excess of births over deaths during 4th quarter - - - 79 209 | 288 
Increase from excess of immigration over emigration during 4th oe | 
quarter - - - - - - - 1,268 692 1,960 
Total increase during 1863 - -{ 8,830 .  §,805 14,635 
Estimated population on the 31st December 1862 - 27,186 17,891 45,077 
Estimated population on the 3lst December 1863 ~~ 86,016 23,696 59,712 
Population on 31st December, 1863, as per Census - 37,579 24,061 61,640 
Difference between Census and estimated Population - 1,563 365 1,928 





* The Tables referred to in this Report are net printed. | : 
} These numbers include a few returns from the confines of the Colony, received too late to be included in 
the tabular Census returns, 








== 
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Assuming that the difference above shown is attributable to overland immigration 
of which no annual account can’ be taken, on a frontier extending over nearly one 
thousand miles, and dividing it equally over the period which has elapsed since the 
taxing of the last census, the population on the 31st December, 1862, may be estimated 
to have been 46,300 souls, viz,, 28,177 males, and 18,123 females, and the numerical 
increase during the past ‘year to have been 15,340, assignable to the following sources :— 





Excess of births over deaths - - - - 946 

_ Excess of arrivals over departures by sea - - - 13,689 
Excess of arrivals over departures by land - - - 705 

| | Total increase - - - - - 15,340 





Of the above arrivals by sea, the Immigration Returns: show 11,727 to have arrived 
from Europe; the remaining 1,962 have, therefore, landed from the neighbouring 
colonies. The centesimal increase in the population during the past year has been 
unusually large, having reached the high ratio of 33:13 per cent.; the following tables, 
however, show the natural increase to have been smaller than usual : 


TaBLE showing the NumBgr of Dearne in the Years 1862 and 1868, also the PRoPpoRTION of FEMALES to 
Mates who died in each Year. 












































soe aes | Number of Number of 
Total Increase Deaths Deaths 

. Increase per Cent. .| of Females of Females 
District. : . in the in the to every to every 

g g latter Year. | latter Year. 100 Deaths 100 Deaths 
k: F 4/]838 q 4 of Males of Males 
Cs ° in 1862, "in 1868. 

sje |e | a) |] & | 
Brisbane -  - | 150} 126] 276 | 273 | 280{ 503 227 | 82°25 84°00 84°25 
Condamine* - | 19 9} 28]; 80, ° 10] 40 12 42°86 47°87 33°33 
Dalby ‘ -| 27) 12] 89] 26; 16] 42 3 | 7°69 44°44 61°54 
Drayton - -; 38 21 59 58 29 82 230 | 38°98 55°26 54°72 
Gayndaht - -| 85 9| 44] 38 9| 42 -2 | -476 25°71 27°27 
Ipswich - -| 75; 42/] 117{ 86| 60! 146 29° | 24°79 56:00 69°77 
Kennedy - - 8 2 10 16 3 19 9 90°00 25°00 18°75 
Leichhardtt - -|; 90] 34/ 124] 170! 76] 246 122 98°39 37°77 44°71 
Port Curtis . - 3 2 5 9, 2] 11 6 120°00 66°66 22°22 
Tarom - -| 18 6| 24! 18 8} 26 2 8°33 33-38 44°44 
Warwick - -| 30! 10] 401 48) 14] 62 220 55-00 33°33 29°17 
Wide Bay - _° 23 | 8 31 30 20 56 25 ! 80°65 34°78 44°12 
Total - : 516 | 281 | 797 | 798 | 477 {1,275 478 | 59°97 54°44 59°77 
* Including also the three new registration districts Goondiwindi, Mount Abundance, and Surat. t Including also Nanango. 


¢ Including Banana, Broad Sound, Peak Downs, Princhester, Rockhampton, and Springsure. 


The following tables compare the births ‘of the two years 1862 and 1863, and the 
births with the deaths of the year 1863. An unusual number of females have been born 
during the latter year. . | 


TABLE showing the NomBER of Birtus in the Years 1862 and 1868, also the Proportion of Females to 
| Males born in each Year. 








-~ — 











1862, | 1865. _ - Total Increase Females Females 
as | Increase in | per Cent. in born to every| born to every 
‘District. 3 the latter the latter 100 Males 100 Males 
l | Year, Year. born in born in 
M. | F. | Total.|; M. ! F, Tota . 1862. 1860. 
1 | . : ? | 
Brisbane -— - -] 300} 286; 586] 383] 409] 792 | 206 35°15 95°33 106°79 
Condamine* - - -| 26| 23{ 49 31 40 71 | 22 44°44 88°46 129°03 
Dalby - - -| 39 32; 71 51 39 | 00 | 19 26°76 82°06 76°47 
Drayton - -« - 72 88 | 160]. 93 92 | 185 25 15°63 122° 22 98.92 
Gayndaht - -| 52; 28! 8so0| 44 50 94 | 14 17°50 53°92 113°64 
Ipswich - - -{| 183; 127 310] 205! 191} 396 86 27°74 69°39 93°17 
Kennedy : - 8; 1! 9] ni 7! 48 9 100°00 12°50 63-64 
Teichhardtt .- - - 73 60: 138f 114] 129] 243 | 110 82°71 82°19 118° 16 
Port Curtis - - 12 16' 28 9| 12 21 -7 -33° 38 133°33 183° 38 
Taroom - - «-f ar} a1! gel 6; 13] 29 3 10°34 | 190-91 | = 81°25 
Warwick -,~ - - 75| 82 157 80. 75) 155! 2 -1:29 = 109°38 93°75 
Wide Bay - -| 52. 85 ~~ 87 57 | 70 | 127 40 45°98 | 67°31 | 122°81 
Total - 208 799 1,702 | 1,094 '1,127 | 2,221 519 30°49 =; 8°48; Ss :103°02 
; | ; 


\ 











* Including also the three new registration districts Goondiwindi, Mount Abundance, and Surat. + Including alee Nanango. 
¢ Including Banana, Broad Sound, Peak Downs, Princhester, Rockhampton, and Springsure. 
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oman TABLE comparing the Deatus of the Year 1863 with the Brrtus of the same Year. 


a Centesimal | Centesimal 
| | Increase of | Increase of 








3 : Excess of . . , centesimal] 
ere iniass. | intees. | Dz, | Ieeoorer | Teea.ver | teem 
: 1862. 1862, Pinta 
| | Brisbane - - - «| 503 792 ‘| 989 85°15 | 82-25 | 47-10 
i Dalby - : : -| 42 90 48 26-76 7°69 | —19-07 
3 Drayton - = «£ _| 82 185 108 15°63 38°98 23°35 
| Ipswich - a # - | 146 396 | 250 27°74 | 4°79 | —2-95 
Kennedy : ‘ -| 19 18 =i 100°00 | 90-00 | —10-00 
Port Curtis - - - -; Ii 21 10 — 33°33 120-00 153°33 
Taroom - - ° 26 29 8 —10°34 8°33 18°67 
| Warwick : . -| 62 155 93 —1:299 | 55°00 | 56°29 
Wide Bay “ ‘ -| 56 127 7 45°98 | 80°65 | 34°67 
Condamine - - - -| 11 34 23 
Goondiwindi - - -} 11 age 12 “1 ] er en iets 
. Mount Abundance - - - 7 13 5 
Surat _ - - -| 11 12 1 
| Banana - - - -| Il 104 | ] 
a | Broad Sound - - - 7 5 | 0 
| Peak Downs 7 = a ” 4 aie9 
: 246* 243 ~3 82:71 16°68 
Princhester - - - - 2 me | 
- | Rockhampton - - - * 219 5 
| Springsure ° - - 9 4 [- sJ 
: oe ; " a 4.28 a 94 pe 52| 17°50 —2226 
| Nanango - - . 5 14 9 
1,275 2,221 946 80°49 29°48 








It is most unsatisfactory to find, by reference to the following table, that the deaths of 
children have increased very largely, and out of all proportion either to the population or 

the total mortality of the year 1863. 
| The centesimal increase of the population between the 31st December 1862 and the 
| 31st December 1863 is 33°13, but the centesimal increase in the deaths of children under 
! five years of age during that period is no less than 73:48—more than twice as great. 
: 


) 

} 

| | * These registration districts are grouped to afford the means of comparing the numbers of the two years 1862, 1863. 
t 

| | 

i 


I considered it right, on a former occasion, to draw attention to our large infantine 
mortality ; much more is it necessary to refer to it at present. | 
The total deaths of the year 1862 numbered 797, of which 362 were of children below 
the age of five years, and 296 of children below the age of two years. In the year 1863, 
the total number of deaths was 1,275, being an increase at the rate of 59°97 per cent. ; 
far greater, be it observed, than the centesimal increase in the population. Of these 
deaths 628 were of children below five years of age, and 488 of children below the age of 
| two years; that is to say, that out of every hundred deaths in 1863, 38} (very nearly) 
| were of children under two years of age, and 49} of children below five years of age. 
| | This is a bad state of affairs, and deserves the most serious consideration. That itisin our 
| power to a great extent to check this sad waste of human life admits, I think, of little 
| doubt ; but this is not the place to dwell on the subject, neither does it appertain to my 
office todo so. My duty is simply to make known the fact, and to leave it to others 
| better qualified to suggest the remedy. A great and progressive improvement will 
= doubtless take place as our population becomes more settled, as sanitary regulations are 
\ a more generally introduced, and as the character of our semi-tropical climate becomes 
bp oe better understood. 
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TABLE showing the NumBgr of CHILDREN who have died in each of the Years 1862 and 1868. 
Increase | Total 
1868. ee in the | Increase 
——— Deaths of} in the 
District Teoand' Children | Children | Deaths of 
° Below he ‘dee | ida Two and | Children 
Two Five below Five ome Years under below 
Years. Y of ame Five Y ears|Five Years 
ce age. | of age: | of age. 
| 
Brisbane - ° - 126 37 168 232 sé | 283 | 106 ; 14 120 
Dalby - - - 18 2 20 17 | 2 19 | 1 | — 1 
Drayton | se : 15 3 18 2% | 18 | 39 | ww : 10 21 
Ipwich  - = -| 42 5 47 62 | 18 so | 20 i 18 33 
Kennedy - - : 4 2 6 4 | 2 | 6 —- 4 — = 
Port Curtis - - - 1 — 1 2 2 4 1 | 2 8 
Taroom ° - - 8 —_ 3 9 1 10 | 6 | 1 7 
Warwick - - 11 4 15 18 7 25 7 3 10 
Wide Bay - - - 15 2 17 20! 8 28 5 6 ll 
Condamine, Goondiwindi, | | | 
Mount Abundance, and 10 2 12 6 3 | 9 4 1 3 
Surat ~ az - . ‘ 
Banana, Broad Sound, Peak | 
Downs, Princhester, Rock | 40 6 46 80 31 111 | 40 25 65 
hampton, and Springsure - ! 
Gayndah and Nanango- = - 11 3 4 |. 12 i 2 14 | 1 1 — 
Total -| 296 | 66 362 488 | 140 | 74 266 








TABLE showing the NumBer of MArnriAGgs celebrated in each of the Years 1862 and 1863. 











E 

to 

a 

Sane a 

District and Year. % 

E 

: 1862 56 
Brisbane = "1 1863} 70 
Condamine - “1 1868",  — 
1862 8 

Dalby - “11863 | 16 
1862 23 

Drayton - -1 1868 7 
1862 1 

.Gayndab - “1 1863+, = 3 
, 1862 15 
Ipswich = - “JV 1868 | 20 
1862 a 

Kennedy - “+ 1863 a 
1862 12 

Maryborough “4 1862 7 
; 1862 4 

Port Curtis - - a _ 
1862) 11 
Rockhampton - 1863f, 18 
1862 | a 

Taroom - -{ 1863 | 2 
: 1862; 11 
Warwick - -4 1963 10 
Total 1862 | 141 


~) 1863: 153 
{ 


¢ Including Nanango. 


Charch of Rome. 








105 
166 


| 
| 
| 
! 
| 
| 


* Including the marriages registered in the new districts of Goondiwindi, Mount Abundance, and Surat. 


om 


99 


171 








Methodist. 


Primitive 


on | 





United Methodist 
Free Churches. 


~ | 


! 


E 
& 
E 
g 


¢ Including Banana, Broad Sound, Peak Downs, Princhester, and Springsure. 


ee 


Registration Act. 


Total 1862. 


Total 1863. 








Immigration. 


The tables referring to this most important subject, and numbered XXIII. to XXIX. 


inclusive, are very carefully prepared, and show an immigration from Europe of 11,727 — 


souls; of this number 1,143 arrived in four ships chartered by the Commissioners at 
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an average price of 14/. 8s; 104d. per statute adult, and the remaining 10,584 in 26 
private ships. 

In the Commissioners’ ships the females were in the proportion of, 84°05 to each 100 
males ; in the private ships they were only in the proportion of 61°71 to each 100 males. 
To this small proportion of females must mainly be attributed the yearly increasing 
disparity in the numbers of the sexes. ‘The proportion of females to each 100 males of 
the whole population on the 31st of December of each of the years 1859 to 1863 inclusive 
are respectively 66, 66, 65, 65°81, and 64°30. : 

The deaths during the voyage in the Commissioners’ ships were in the proportion 
of 1:48 per cent. of the number embarked; in the private ships the proportion was 
2°09 per cent, | | 

Thirty ships bringing immigrants arrived last year, 25 discharged their living cargoes 
at Moreton Bay, three at Keppel Bay, one at Hervey’s Bay, and one at Port Denison. 

It is singular to observe how little the rate of wages during the last two years has 
been affected by the large introduction of immigrants, the demand seems insatiable. 
In addition to the requirements of the towns and settled districts, fresh labour is con- 
stantly called for by the rapid progress of pastoral occupation, which is advancing to the 
north and west at the rate of nearly 200 miles annually. 
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Males above 14  - -| 7,230 | 4 lea7| — | 46 } ass 1,640 | 9,692 12,244] 1] 40/1] 3] 106 | 535 | 2,930 | 6,762 
Males under 14 - ~—s = |_:1,502 | -|170} -| 1] 69] 168] 1,910] 103/-] 8]}-| -] 5 | 22] 188] 1,772 
Total Males - | 8,732 | 4 |487| — | 47 | 524/ 1,808 | 11,602 2,347] 1/48/11] 3 | 111 | 557 | 3,068 | 2,534 
Females above 14 - - | 3,330; 1) 212) —| 17 |128! 525} 4,213 | 470; 1 9 | -| 4 11 91 985 | 3,628 
Females under 14 - = - |_-1,248 | — |132}- | 9] 57) 189! 1,635| 8o}—-j} 2;-| 3] 4] 18] 108} 1,597 
Total Females - | 4,578 | 1 /344|-| 26 ]185) 714] 5848] 550] 1] ar] -] 7] 15 | 109 | 693 | 5,155 
Total Persons - | 13,310 | 5 /831| - | 73 |709 2,522 [17,450 2,897 | 2|59{ 1] 10] 126 | 666 | 3,761 | 13,689 




















Education. 


Table No. LXIV.—The number of primary schools under the supervision of the 
Board of General Education has considerably increased, and so has the number of 
scholars; the return of private schools also shows an increase. The returns of the 
Sunday schools under the supervision of clergymen of various denominations are, I am 
sorry to say, in such an incomplete state that I am not in a position to publish any infor- 
mation of general utility. A reference to table No. XX XV. shows that out of 2,938 
persons taken into custody by the police 639 could neither read nor write, 431 could 
read but not write, and 1,868 could both read and write; it appears, therefore, that 
more than 60 per cent. of all offenders or presumed offenders could both read and write. 
Following up this subject by a reference to the Brisbane Gaol Returns, table No. 
XXXI., it appears that out of 625 prisoners who passed through the Gaol in 1863, 129 
could neither read nor write, 60 could read but not write, and the very large proportion 
of 446 could both read and write; the actual criminals therefore who have received 
some education are to the whole number committed to gaol in the large proportion of 
71°36 per cent.; and as, on turning to the Census Returns it appears that the whole 
number in the colony who can read and write are only in the proportion of 62°48 per 
cent. to the whole population, we see that a very disproportionate ge of crime exists 
in this Colony among the educated. The above returns also show that education is 
rather more general among the males than the females, for it appears that 68°15 males 
can read and write out of each 100 males in the Colony, while only 53°66 females out 
of each 100 can do the same. 


Crime. 


The criminal statistics, vide tables Nos. XX XI. to XXXV., disclose, I regret to say, 
a considerable increase in the number of persons tried by the Superior Courts for crimes 
of a serious nature; this increase is out of proportion even to the large increase of 
population. It is, probably, due principally to the discovery of the gold fields, and to 
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the fact that in a new and very thinly peopled country it is difficult for the machinery 
of police and justice to keep pace with the advance of the population. In 1862 the 
criminal returns of the Supreme Court show 23 convicted, £2 acquitted, 55 tried; in 
1863 the numbers were 56 convicted, 35 acquitted, 91 tried; that is in the latter year 
nearly twice as many were tried and more than twice as many convicted as in the 
former. As some palliation, however, to this disagreeable disclosure, it may be remarked 
that although the number committed for trial for serious offences by the Courts of 
Petty Sessions is far larger than in 1862, being as 131 to 84, the number dealt with 
summarily by the Courts of Petty Sessions is smaller than in 1862, being as 1,940 to 
2,406, and this in the face of a population that has increased at the rate of 36°36 per 
cent. ‘There is a striking difference in these tables betwcen the number committed 
for trial and the number actually placed on their trial, for 131 were committed but 
only 91 tried; of the convictions 17 were for offences against persons and 39 for offences 
against property. The two following tables coufirm the above statements. 


Amount of Crime of a serious nature during the last Five Years. 





Per-centage Per-centage 
Years, Acquitted. Guilty ' Total tried. of Population of Population 
tried. guilty. 











TaBLE comparing the Number of Persons taken into Custopy and Summarity ConvicTED or DISCHARGED 
by the several Courts of Petty Sessions in the Two Years 1862 and 1863. 


Taken into Custody. . Convicted. | 









































Reon eree Com- 
mitted Dis- 
Off ences | Offences Drunkards Total | Offences | Offences |Drunkards| Total for | charged. 
against { against and taken into} against | against and jconvicted.| Trial. 
| Person. | Property. Vagrants. | Custody, | Person. | Property. | Vagrante. | 
1862 - 487 482 2,180 3,149 326 243 1,837 2,406 84 659 
1863 - 432 530 1,976 2,938 268 256 1,416 1,940 131 867 
Increase 2 — 48 — — — 13 — — 47 208 


























Decrease - - 55 — 204 211 58 — 421 466 jie — 


Drunkenness and vagrancy continue to supply at least two thirds of the business of 
the courts of Petty Sessions ; and publican’s licences are issued in constantly increasing 
numbers ;- during the last year they have risen in number from 193 to 253. 


Banks. 


The following comparative tables show a large and rapid increase in the monetary 
transactions of the Colony, fully keeping pace with the increase in population. Taking 
the last quarter of each of the years 1862 and 1863, it appears that— 


Notes in circulation have increased at the rate of , - 23°57 per cent, 
Bills in circulation ditto ditto - - = 20°57 ditto. 
Deposits ditto ditto =. = - 38°58 ditto. 
Total habilities ditto ditto - - - 35°43. ditto. 
Coin and bullion ditto ditto. - - - 23°38 ditto. 
Value of landed property estimated to have increased at the 

rate of . : : = ar a ‘ - 35°26 ditto, 
Notes and bills discounted and all other debts due to the 

banks have increased at the rate of - 2 - = 40°48 ditto. 
Total assets ditto ditto - “ - 39°05 ditto. 


a 





. 


REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PAST AND PRESENT 

















B 1 196'Sez'll © S 6RE'SSO'L| T Bl 7689) 2 O G6F9'S! 1 9 sEO'te | 9 Z£ ecst| I F seo'sst| L oO tLr6's6S| O OI S9ZBZ¥| S OT GSIt| OLS IGe'FT | OL I PEOLOL| E98T |) 
It 8 628°888| OL § 8SZ9°ISZ] OL I Zoly! LT HI 982% 8 6 s8Escs TIN 9 LI 89Z‘Gol| OL OL GPa‘zee! 8 8 SSIIve| ¥ LI e80'S| 0 9 EOGTI | OL F EOL'LS | S98I 
b= dayivuty Wano7 
0 61 Zt6‘0ss| I St sig‘si9] 1 91 tol's|s 2 2estt| 2 0 91081 |9 8 OF {9 8 9O16%8 | ¢ O sEesoce!|¢G ¢ olesze|e F See |S LI 6E6rP * ZL FOES | 19ST 
8 1 199'%Z9|¢ % o9soer] >» F OLST! 6 FI E601) 8 BSI GrZ’Sl | II FI SF £ 9 ers’eo9 | 6 #1 SzIses!| & I L£16°98%| OLS LI Il 81 eZLPs 8 IL s9Z‘cr | 0981 
G 1 96SZSI'I| ¢ 61 92Z'866} © SI Sorc] GS Zt eles, F Z SIs |r L£ 8 S¢ 91 cee'ZIL| OL L sort9s! 2 L zzecer! t 6 200°) 6 © sseos | OL Z 108°86 | E981 } 
L ¢ 688'608! 6 SI 298‘689} I 9 e189] 9 Bt Less! IL O G6OLIS "TIN y¥ @ 991'96 |Z GL SSS‘ere| © FL SPSHRE| II ZU is | 2 SI 89Pst | GS Il G6S‘6L | S98I » 
: daylong) ply, 
0 9 225169] OI Z- soeo6s| 9 » Sce'v| 1 & SSI) T 9 CLHOT | F T OF ’ @ 69882 | 1 G6 SII'see!| 6 OT 0049992; I 6 FZ0'¢] O SI LI9‘E € 9 e22°9¢ | 1981 
% L WEISS] » II Less} It ZT OfL’y| IT IT 68ST] © BI 966II | I 8 98 Ol SI G8Z‘I9 | & GI 8Es'¥ss| O G Les’9ss| 8 4 BI € € 0362 |S € £96°6E | 0981 
6 & S6ZsrO'l| II 2 e28*t6s| 8 8 PEe's| II SI 8PZr| 6 9 L61°6S "TIN 9 9 I9'FIL| F OL FES‘OSS!] Z OT LES'ZIF] £ $1 O88'T] 6 SI Esest | @ ¢ szo‘ee | Egst |) 
0 SI 29Z';0ZZ| & 8 620°%S9| II I 6tity| 8 2 L227) OL 6 SIPS “TIN € ¢s 169,06 | 8 SI ecreor] IL ZI 69Z'FIE| S It S6S | Ul #1 ¥83°Z G It S2£2°08 | Z981 
ea daIVNd puosag 
I Ul t60°tl9| * T SIs'kOS| f@ 61 1069/8 6 Z29'L| O1 9 E9891 | 9 ZI St L  6e'ts |S 61 Fz'ese| S 91 Ige'z9z7| 0 OL SZZ | 2 8 ISFS 3 6 «ShISS | 1981 ; 
8 S$ oSOIGt| F 91 SEl'Osr! I OT FESS] IT 61 ¥E9'T| O GI 9FE'Z ¢ Il 68 Ile sse‘s¢ | s 6 28.002! S ¥ SEePsst| I LI LF OL 2 969% Il 61 #PL°SS | O98I 
Il OL stiles! & 8 Gesess| It £ 92c°%| 1 & LIBS! & SI E8B°LZZ “TIN, y GI SSF801| O ZL OZI‘OLS| II 6I She'e9e| & et eosor] O O 1266 Ol 31 S9I‘68 | g98r 
9 61 ZEl'vFZ| IT ZI 989'089| 8 O1 S96'S! & 1 O9s't| tL S 16F6I | © SI SIt ¢ FI Sto'9s |6 II o6e’s6e! I 1 sreOTe| f SI 98L |S ZL OLS I Ol o1lssZ | Z98t 
. = 49j10Ng) IIL 
® 1 #2099661 S$ ¢ Ses'sss] 8 OL ¥2Z8°S| OL SI O6ZI| £Z ZI Sesst | 9 8 IS ry & Gss‘99 | 3 1 092.098! 8S 9 ZsPB‘OIS| I SI ZS oS) «688s 8 LI Sl6‘°9F |} 1981 
I 2 12099} 6 8 oSzo6e| ¢ It 991'T| 8 St POSH! SZ ¢ BLT‘ “TIN 1 € 22z9°%S | 0 91 6888s! 9 OL Peg‘99T!| SG TL I9TZS| 2 2 GIFS 9 91 PELE | OOSI re 
*?p °*g F °? *S F "Pp *s F “P *s F ‘Pp *s F a °g F °p 8 K #1 *g F "?P wy F *pP *s F *p *g Ft ?P "g F 
pe ‘sayouvlg 
pue “‘syUuBg ; . “syUBVg : ? 
1q9([ 4aq20 Aytadoig ; satyTIQury , uonYMIN) Uy | “WoREmMaNy uy | , F 
1298 VY [CO], qe pus | ios amp | pee zoo | — PpUwy roe aro) BIOL, se Sf ee sla S010N ste) eA OM JO MlOLEENO 
peyanoos!p SIA | = saoueleg 
pase 89}0N 
*“SLASS V *STILLITIA VII 





"6981 paw GOST ‘T98T ‘O98T 
S1BdX JY} JO UALUVAY YORI JO NOILVNINUAY, OY} J SLNANHSITAVLSY ONINNVG IVINOTOD oy} JO SLasSY PUB SAILITIAVITY ayedaissv ay Juiuedwoo a1avy, 


STATE OF HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 57 


Sale of Crown Lands ; Agricultural and Pastoral Occupation. 


Information connected with the alienation of Crown Lands will be found in tables Nos. 
XLVI. to L., inclusive. The quantity sold during the year 1863 was 62,948 acres 
1 rood 38} perches, being rather smaller than the quantity sold in the year 1862; the 
sum which it realized—viz., 108,828/. 8s. 6d.—was, however, rather larger than the 
amount realized in 1862. 

The total quantity of land alienated in fee by the Crown from the foundation of the 
Colony on the 10th December, 1859, up to the 3lst December, 1863, is 213,123 acres 
2 roods 14 perches. 

The agricultural returns for last year are very satisfactory, the total quantity of land 
under cultivation having increased from 6,086 acres 0 roods 20 perches to 11,262 acres 
0 roods 20 perches, or in the proportion of 85-05 per cent. on the quantity under 
cultivation on the 31st December 1862. The table supplies the means of comparison 
between the two years 1862 and 1863; and on examination it will be found that the 
districts which show the greatest increase are Brisbane, Warwick, and Gladstone, and 
that the principal items of increase are wheat, maize, potatoes, and cotton. 

The returns of live stock continue to show a large increase in the pastoral wealth of 
the colony. Sheep are nearly 6,000,0C0 in number, and horned cattle nearly 900,000. 
Sheep have increased centesimally durmg the year 1863 at the rate of 24°58; cattle at 
the rate of 38°14; horses at the rate of 25°38; and pigs at the rate of 2°85 per cent. 

The returns of liens on wool and of mortgages on live stock (vide tables Nos. XX XIX. 
and XL.) show, in the first place, that 118 liens on the ensuing clip of wool of 1,490,298 
sheep have been registered during the past year, to secure the repayment of 259,87Ul. 
5s. 7d.; and, in the second place, that the previously existing mortgages on live stock, 
making the requisite reduction for the number cancelled, have been increased by an 
addition of 123, securing the repayment of 806,961/. Os. 3d., and held over 985,990 sheep, 
111,821 head of cattle, and 1,546 horses. Adding the above figures to the mortgages in 
existence on the 31st December 1862, the total quantity of mortgaged live stock on the 
31st December 1863, is—sheep, 3,686,424; cattle, 423,783; horses, 29,884; and the 
amount secured thereon, 2,566,500/. 12s. ld. This increase in the number and amount 
of mortgages or live stock possibly explains the large diminution in the year’s direct 
export of wool to Great Britain, which will be found in the export tables to have been 
the case. The Sydney merchants who advance money to the graziers of Queensland, 
who are in some cases embarrassed by the recent unfavourable seasons, generally require 
that the pastoral produce of their debtors shail pass through their own hands, and not 
through those of agents in this Colony. 
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TABLE showing the NomBer of Live Stocx in the CoLony of QUEENSLAND in the Years 1860, 1861, 
1862, and 1863. 
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1860 1861. | 1862. | 1863. 
DISTRIcTs. , = ieee eee: oF aa ee oils 2 l | a ere aT ana ee oy gre ek 
Horses Cattle. Sheep. | Pi. Horst? Cattle. | Sheep. | Pies. is Cattle.; Sheep. | Pigs Horses Cale Sheep | Pigs. 

eww ee pe pe a 
Brisbane - | 2,600 | 55,908; 42,895 2,049 | 3,012 | 54,886] 14285 |1,848! 2,562 | 26,654) 30,976 |1,097 | 5,012 | 68,429! 4,475 | 1,581 
Ipswich - | 2,975 | 54,988 | 273,882 |2,217 | 4,737 | 68,707 | 250,534 | 2,557 | 5,068 | 79,638 | 267,460 |2,230 | 4,752 | 88,285 | 170,614 | 1,808 
Warwick -| ¥,008| 27,212 | 468,043 | 1,046 | 3,206; $0,492 | 525,076 |1,005 | 3,044 | $9,121 | 523,049 | 917 | 4,041 | 36,331 | 534,569 |1,178 
Drayton and | 1,300 | 11,554 | 220,061 | 483 1,955 | 88,625 | 48,004 | 486 | 2,616 | 22,440 | 400,488 | BAe | 8,780 | 34451 | 496,785 | 787 

oowoomba. - 
Gayndah -| 1,780} 35,106 | 506,066 | 264] 2,275 | 46,361] 542,462 | 265/ 2,261 | 57,528] 620,718 | 331 | 2,657 | 65,142, 696,185 | 367 
Dalby —_- |: 1,599 | 18,698 | 387,845 | 115 | 1,208 |' 15,968] 405.481} 109] 1,494 | 18,850] 355,018 | 122 | 1,851 | 25,586 | 546,219 | 188 
Gobndiwindi | 1,698 | 24,005 | 142,048 | 59 | 2,726 | 55,740] 134622 88] 5,278 | 31,403 | 145,516 111 | 5,248 | 32,400/ 113,080] 98 
Maryborough | 1,818 | 65,053 | 112,958 | 778 | 1,862 | 69,095} 92,140] 715 | 2,404] 82,954{ 96,504 | 975 | 2,08¢| 88,314;  98,714| 608 
Rockhampton} 1,865 | 13,132 | 303,649 | 89 |. -724| 26,821 | 159,950! 62 | 1,170| 44302] 154,808 | 184| 1,598 | 21,856] 196,119} soe - 
Namango -| 1,620{ 23,774] 156870} 35| 1,685} 23,489| 184,151) 36 | 1,440| 18,714] 179,287| 14] 1.656 | 16817) 122,176| 97 
Eant Maranoa ves rad ge 1,206 | 51,558 | 427,919} — | 1,202 | 64,789 | 537,701} — 
eases a alas aes Fc It -{ 8,138 | 91,702 | 42,292) 44| 3,719 |115,706/ 807,170] 30 
Kdnnedy* -| 184] 191, 2|  7| 580] 1%200/ 61,800 — | °350| 17,200! 61,800} — | 1,832 | 55,691! 255,500] #8 
Leichhardt -| 859] 4,887] 282,548] 18 | 2,461 | 48,928 | 847,797 | 118 | 2,704 27,311 | 981,884! 113 4,240 (101,246 | 1,201,085 | 181 
Cohdamine - | 2,173 | 82,943 | 493,281} 90| 307| 3,651] 94104| 4| 485/| 9,950) 134029] 1/ 628/ 11,661} 187,869] 3% 
Gladstone -| 662 | 15,083 | 98,507 | 18 | 1,206| 17,4911 117,503] 88 | 1,283 | 93,377] 71,826 | 205 | 1,286 | 36256] 57,513 | 259 
Muehell? ve) Sea ee ee RP ee ee ee ee — | — | ser| 17,902] o722e7| 3 

! E ! 

Se eet —— 


Toran - | 28,504 | 432,890 | 3,166,802 | 7,147 | 28,988 | 560,196 | 4,098,881 | 7,465 — 637,296 | 4,558,358 | 7,066 | 45,805 | 880,892 | 5,672,400 | 7,351 
| 


° The numbors of 1861 are here given as a better approximation than the very incomplete Returns of 1862. 


Commerce and Shipping. 


. The Customs returns of imports and exports, vide tables Nos. LX XVIII. to LXXX. 
inclusive, exhibits a most satisfactory increase in the commerce of the Colony. The 
total value of the year’s imports is 1,713,263/., and of the year’s exports 888,381/. A 
correct comparison between the estimated value of the last, with former years’ exports 
is made difficult by the fluctuation in the estimated value per lb. of wool exported; for 
instance, in 1861 it was estimated at 21d. per lb., m 1862 at 184d., and in 1863 a 
distinction seems to have been drawn between wool exported direct to England and wool 
exported to New South Wales ; the former being valued at about 204d. per lb., and the 
latter at about 154d. Had the same value all round been given to the wool of 1863, as 
was affixed to the wool of 1862, the estimated value of that year’s export of wool would 
be 822,405/. 9s. 6d. instead of 776,776l.; but whilst the whole exports of the Colony 
would be thus increased in value, the value of the direct exports to Great Britain would 
be diminished from 233,392/. to 212,231/. 8s. 8d., showing, as compared with the year 
1862, a very large diminution in the estimated value of direct exports to Great Britain, 
amounting to no less than 26,321/. 11s. 4d., or to a centesimal diminution at the rate of 
11°03 per cent.; and the exports to the Australian Colonies would, on the other band, 
be raised from 649,299/. to 741,143/. 10d. This diminution of exports of wool to Great 
Britain direct, which in weight amounts to 20,598 lbs., is hard to reconcile with the 
shipping returns, except by the supposition that ships have left without full cargoes; for 
tables CL. to LX. inclusive, when compared with the corresponding tables of the year 
1862, show a small increase to the tonnage of ships cleared out with cargoes for that 
country. 

Comparing the year’s imports and exports with its average population, calculated to 
the 30th June, the former are at the rate per head of 31/. 14s. 104d., and the latter of 


161. 9s. 24d. In the year 1862 the proportions were 33]. 6s. 44d. of imports, and_ 


19/. 19s. 44d. of exports per head of the average ape The diminution in the 
exports of the year 1863 1s more apparent than real, for it arises from the smaller estimated 
value placed per lb. on the wool exported. 
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STATE OF HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 


TotaL VALUE in Sterling o the Imports and Exports of the Colony of QUEENSLAND, from and to each 


61 


Country, in the Years 1860, 1861, 1862, and 1863, as per Customs Returns and Valuation. 














Countries. | Year. | Imports therefrom. Exports thereto. | Imports. Exports 

£ s. a. £ s. d. £ £ 

1860 56,730 0 O a — ees 

ee 1861 90,905 0 O 119,515 0 O 60> 24 ane 
Great Britain - = = 1862 215,509 0 O 238,553 0 O | 137°07 99°60 
1863 365,093 0 O 233,392 0 0 69°41 2°02 

1860 523,165 0 O 161,516 0 O = = 
Australian Colonies and New 1861 874,797 13 11 589,633 15 0 67°21 26°50 
Zealand - : : 1862 1,100,935 0 O 550,539 O O 25°85 7°04 
1863 1,335,606 O O 649,299 0 O 21°32 17°87 

1860 = = _ = 

1861 1,180 0 0 on a nes 

Germany - = : 1862 4,688 0 0 a | 29°73 ed 
1863 12,539 0 O a | 16°53 = 

1860 =e 31100, — | — 

India, China, Ceylon, Batavia 1861 — 450 00 | — | 44-69 
and Penang - - 1862 3 0 0 1,876 0 0; — }; 316°89 
| 1863 — 4,521 O O | — | 140°99 

1860 se oa | ae = 

1861 == a a2 at 

South America x = 1862 a 1,968 0 0 I = on 
1863 fee 706 00; — | 178°75 

' £1860 = 3811 0 0 —- = 

1861 = a oo = 

New Caledonia = - 1862 2,394 0 0 _ : _ | _ 
1863 i a 32 =a 

! 

| 1860 — — [ a. Ue tees 

South Sea Islands and Coral | 1861 1068 0 0 a ase —_ 
Sea Fishery ~ = 1862 — — aes | = 

| 1863 295 0 0 463 0 0 as I os 

1860 742,023 0 O 593,476 00 £— _ 

Totals . ; 1861 967,950 13 11 709.598 15 0 30°45 | 35°56 
1862 1,323,509 O O 793,236 0 0: 11°79 | 11°79 

| (1868 1,713,263 0 0 888,381 0 0 . 11°99 | 11°99 

i { 
Finance. 


The Auditor General’s statement of the annual revenue and expenditure of the Colony 
contains very full information on this important subject. 

By the first of these tables, viz., the account current, it is shown that the amount of 
actual receipts during 1863, irrespective of loans, is 295,215/. 5s. 7d., while the year's 
expenditure, irrespective of certain special receipts transferred to separate accounts, is. 
355,791/. 14s. 1d., leaving an apparent excess of expenditure of 60,576/. 8s. 6d. On 
referring to the statement of receipts it will be seen that although the proceeds of 
land sales are given at 135,614/. 17s. 6d. credit has been taken only for the sum of 
40,0071. 2s. 3d., the explanation being that this smaller sum is all that has been received 
under this head in current coin, and that the difference, namely 95,607/. 15s. 3d., has 
been received in the land orders given to immigrants. It admits, perhaps, of some 
doubt how far it is correct, under any circumstances, to consider the proceeds of land 
sales as forming a part of the year's revenue, but it has apparently been decided that 
it should be so; and it is therefore a great pity that necessity compels the account 
current to take notice only of a portion of the receipts derived from this source, to 
ignore all save cash payments, and in consequence to produce an erroneous impression 
that the expenditure has been greater than the revenue. 
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62 REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PAST AND PRESENT 


The following table comparing the receipts of the two years 1862 and 1863 affords 
the best proof of the progress of the Colony. 











nae | - 1862. | 1863. | ° Increase. pr eesanaagy | 
i : 
£ s. d, S god. £ s. d 

Customs - : : 96,107 11 8 | 125,199 6 11 29,091 15 3, 30°26 
Land Revenue* - - 192,585 18 11 223,436 15: 1 | 30,850 16 2 16°02 | 
Postage : : : 8878 16 4| 11,481 10 4 | 2602 14 0 29°30 | 
Licenses - - : 9,022 13 3 12,341 17 3 | 3,319 4 .°0 36°78 
€ees of Office - - - 5,662 5 3 7,921 8 7 1659 3 4 29°30 
Fines and Forfeitures” - - 2,125 2 2 1,101 19 8 1,023 2 6] A diminution. 
Rents, exclusive of Lands -| ° 28815 0 323 3 9 348 9| 11°80 : 
Pilotage, Harbour Dues, and Fees 1,544 12 3 2,260 11 6 715 19 8 46°30 | 
Electric Telegraph - ~ 3,665 2 11 4,120 6 lj. 455 3 2 12°41 | 
Miscellaneous “ - : 10,449 7 4 3,236 1 8 7,213 5 8 | A diminution. 





ooo 





Total Receipts + | 330,325 5 1| 390,823 010! 6049115 9! — 13°31 


= 
! | 
bed | 








* The full value of land sold is entered in each year. 


It is curious to observe, by the following table, how the increase of population and of 
customs receipts have kept pace with each other. 2/. 5s. 104d. is the annual average of 
the last four years paid to the revenue by each man, woman, and child in the country, 
At this rate an immigrant family soon repays its passage money. 

















Year. | tee 2. iustomenecipa.  -Avempager tions . ees 

ae —j—-— HL eae ante tas oe eee ee a 
| | £ s. od. | £ os. d. | 

1860-  - 27,017 | 59,210 3 7 23 92 
1861s - 31,886 | 71,678 18 11 ot eG | 
1862 - 7 40,593 9610711 8 ~ 27 44 © 
1863 - | 53,970 . 125,199 611 ' 2 6 42 | 

: 7 Seis a oe 

Tora. - | 153,466 





| 


a EE NTS SR 





ee ee a 


The two following tables, with which I beg to conclude this Report, have been com- 
piled with much care; the first 1s intended to present a synoptical abstract of the 
population, revenue, and expenditure, of the commercial, pastoral, agricultural, and 
mining interests, and lastly of the amount of education and of crime existing in the 
Colony. | | 

The second of the following tables is compiled to supply the means of easy comparison, 
and of noting year by year the great progress which the Colony of Queensland has made 
since the day of its erection into a separate community, viz., December 10, 1859. 


352,196 I 1 | 2 5 103 " | Average of 4 years. 
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VICT ORIA. VICTORIA. 


° 


No. 18. No. 18. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Cuartes Darutnc, K.C.B., to the 
Right Honorable Epwarp Carpwe ti, M.P. 
No. 48. Government House, Melbourne, 
| 25 March, 1865. 
I nave the honour to transmit herewith the statistics of the Colony of Victoria, 
for the year 1863, which have been recently completed and placed in my hands. 

2. Having assumed the government of the Colony towards the close of that year I gee 
have little personal acquaintance with its history during the period to which the returns 
relate. The delay in completing them is occasioned by the desire to render them as 
perfect as possible. : 

3. The statistical position of the Colony in the most important particulars both actual 
and comparatively with tormer years may be readily gathered from the table prefixed to 
the statistics, of which I have attached a copy to this Despatch; and as a document, 
which has just been issued by the Registrar-General for the Dublin International Exhibi- 
tion, not only elucidates some of the tabular statements of the return, but contains se 





Sir, 


interesting notices of the condition of the Colony at a more recent date, and I beg leave ~~ 
to rea a copy of that document also in the form of an appendix. 
| I have, &c., 
The Right Hon. Edward Cardwell, M.P., (Signed) C. H. DARLING. 
&e. o, &c. &c. 
Enclosure 1 in No. 18. : Enel. 1 in 
No. 18. 


STATISTICAL SUMMARY OF VICTORIA FROM 1854 TO 1863 INCLUSIVE. 











Population. Land Sales. 3 S | Live Stock 
: <3 
| A J |. igs . i ss $ 
g Pa § # | 5 te F: _o 5 
PigialalE bleltdjie) layla] |] als 
2 | % - az| s< 
el ela: &{[a| 8) a8 |eis | 2" | 2 | 27 tel] al €@ leis 





Te ea ed 





106,678 | $12,307| 7,542| 6,261, 3,765; 83,410 34,975; 40 
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* The figures of Revenue and Expenditure given for 1863 are only the reccipts and disbursements during 1863 on account of that year. The whole 
returns of Revenue and Expenditure for the service of 1863 will also include the receipts and payments on account of that year down to the end of 
1864. These statements had not been made up in the Treasury when this sheet was sent to the press. 


I WILLIAM HENRY ARCHER, Registrar-General. 


| 
| 
| 


1857 | 2,190] 694,564) 2,207 684,526. 2,761,528. 11,040,113 1,335,642 62,363 : 17,256,209} 15,079,512 3,828,303 | 2,968,658 O75! 36,671! 587 495! 1857 





- ee ee 


Vicrorta. 


a 2 aan 
Encl. 2 in 
No. 18. 


66 REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PAST AND PRESENT ° 


Enclosure 2 in No. 18. 
SratisticaL SumMary of the Proaress of the Cotoxy or Vicrorta to the Year 1865. 


¢ 


Position. 

Tue Colony of Victoria is situated at the most southern part of the great Australian continent. 
It lies between the 34th and 39th parallels of south latitude, and the 141st and 150th meridians of 
east longitude. — | | che 


Pas ; oe 


| Area. . ates | 
9, The area of Victoria is 86,831 square miles. The island of Great Britain contains 89,644 
square miles, and is thus slightly larger than ‘Victoria. : | oo a a ee ae 


Climate. 


_8. From its position Victoria enjoys a cooler climate than any other colony upon the same con- 
tinent. Except during the prevalence of hot north winds, which occur at intervals during ‘the 
summer, the weather is never oppressive. ‘Tlre winter season is mild, and the thermometer but-rarely, 
fails below the freezing point. : oe . ; A ao 

4. A fair average of the principal meteorological results throughout the colony, may bg 
gathered from the following figures, which show the mean tempersture, mean atmospheric 
pressure, and amount of rainfall for the year 1863, in two seaport and two inland towns. - 








: Year 1863. cal }* 
Height | 
Name of Town. above een 
sea level. _ | Mean Mean height Number of Aineuntor 
y » Pemper Ores, ee hi ei rain fall. 

ba Ge « ) - feet ~ # inches. _ | .. dmohes. 
Melbourne—seaport —- 2 91°3 57°5 | 29°896 172 | 86°428 
Portland ae* 4 oe 37°0 61°7 29°949 178 45°310 
Ballarat—inland - . «| :1438°0 52°9 28°479 173. | 87°270 
Sandhuree a: © . .| 778°S | 87°8 29° 163 150 33°920 





Population. 


5. The last census of Victoria’ was taken on the 7th April 1861, when the population was found 
to amount to 540,322 souls ; viz., 328,651 males, and 211,67) females. An estimate based upon this 
return and upon the records of births, deaths, arrivals, and departures since that period, shows 
the population at the end of 1864 to have numbered 604,858, viz., 347,954 males, and 256,904 
females. 7 | 

6. Taking the population at the date of the census, and the area of the colony already givem, the 
proportion was about six persons to the square mile. By the estimate of population on the 31st 
December 1864, the proportion was nearly seven to the square mile. According to the returns Of the 
last census of the United Kingdom, taken simultaneously with that of Victoria, there were 344 
persons to the square mile in England and Wales, and 177 persons in Ireland. 


Relative Proportion of the Sexes. 


7 At the time the census was taken, the proportion of females to males in Victoria was as 64 to 
100. The estimate brought down to the end of 1864, shows a proportion of 74 females to 100. 


males. 


Houses. 


8. The number of inhabited dwellings in Victoria at the time of the census was 128,617, in which 
535,043 persons were housed, this being the total land population of the colony, exclusive of persoms 
actually travelling. This shows a proportion of about four persons to a house, or, more correctly, of 
42 persons in 10 houses, If the houses, since the census, have increased in the same ratio as the 
population, there would now be not less than 144,000 houses in the colony. 


Principal Towns. 


9. The principal town ‘n Victoria is Melbourne, which is also the most populous city in all 
Australia. At the time of the census it contained, with its immediate suburbs, 126,536 souls. At 
the same period, Geelong contained 22,986 inhabitants; Ballarat, 22,104; Sandhurst, 13,020; 
Castlemaine, 9,683; and Creswick, 4714. Of other municipalities, two contained populations ranging 
between 3,000 and 4,000; seven between 2,000 and 3,000; ten between 1,000 and 2,000; and two 


between 500 and 1,000. 
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Municipal Boroughs. 


, 10,.. The total number of municipalities which had been formed at the. time of the census was 44, 
containing a population of 235,301, or 434 per cent. of the inhabitants of the colony. According to 
a returm brought down to the end of 1863, the number of. municipalities (or * boroughs,” as they are 
termed by a recent Act) then formed amounted to 58, containing an aggregate of 276,815 inha- 
bitants. | ie ERS 


Road Districts and Shires. 


11. Besides self government by borough councils, another form of local self government exists in 
Victoria—that by district road boards and shire councils. At the time of the census 63 road 
districts.had been proclaimed, containing 190,298 persons. At the end of 1863, 98 road districts 
and shires were in existence, having 216,753 inhabitants, The population of shires and road districts 
added to that of municipal boroughs, amounts to at least six-sevenths of the total population of the 
colony. | 


Chinese and Aborigine 3 | 


12. The number of Chinese located in the colony at the time of the last census, was 24,732, otf 
this large number only eight were females. The aboriginal inhabitants returned amounted to no 
more than 1,694, of which 648 were females. | a“ 


oN - 


Occupations. 


13. The occupations of the people of Victoria at the time of the census were divided for the 
purposes of compilation into 15 classes, which were again sub-divided into 67 sub-classes. Their 
nature will, however, be better understood, if condensed under the following 10 heads :—1. Persons 
engaged in Commerce, Trade, and Manufactures, numbering 86,746. 2. Gold Miners, numbering 
83,116. 3. Persons following Agricultural and Pastoral Pursuits, numbering 54,923, 4. Labourers 
(branch of labour undefined), numbering 8,122. 5. Domestic Servants, numbering 23,695. 6. 
Persons engaged in learned Professions, Fine Arts, and Literature, numbering 7,876. 7. Persons 
maintained out of the Public Revenue, numbering 8,333. 8. Persons engaged in Miscellaneous 
Pursuits, numbering 1,056. 9. Persons of Independent Means, numbering 1,363. 10. Residue of 
the Population (consisting chiefly of women engaged in domestic duties, and of children being 
educated), numbering 265,592. : 


Gold Miners. 


14. A careful estimate of the gold miners on the gold fields has been brought down to the 
end of 1864, by which it appears that they numbered at that period about 85,000. Tie 
miners actually on the gold fields when the census was taken amounted to 79,000, so that they 
have increased by 6,000 since then. ‘lo what extent the other branches of industry have been aug- 


mented during the interval which has elapsed since March 1861, will not be k:zown until another 
census has been taken. 


Birthplaces. 


15. The returns of nationality compiled from the census schedules, show 157,911 of the inhabi- 
tants of Victoria to have been Australian born, 169,586 to have been English, 6,055 to have been 
Welsh, 60,701 to have been Scotch, 87,160 to have been Irish, 8,030 to have been born in other 
British Dominions, 46,338 to have belonged to foreign countries, and 4,541 to have been of unknown 
nationality. These results give 9,059 out of every 10,000 inhabitants in the colony as British subjects, 
857 as foreign subjects, and 84 as unepecified. 


Religions. 


16. By the census returns of religions, 381,113 of the inhabitants of the Colony were Protestant, 
(embracing 212,068 members of the Church of England, 87,103 members of the Church of Scotland, 
46,511 Wesleyan Methodists, and 35,431 of other denominations;) 109,829 were Roman Catholics. 
2,903 were Jews, and there was a residue of 46,477, embracing Pagans, Mahomedans, persons of no 


religion, unspecified, &c. In-.every 10,000 of the population there were thus 7,053 Protestants, 
2,032 Koman Catholics, 54 Jews, and 861 of other sects. 


Ages. 


17. As regards age, it is found that Victoria possesses in proportion to her population a larger 
number of persons in the prime of life, and fewer of the old and very young than either of the other 
Australian Colonies; thus, while at the time of the last census New South Wales had, between the 
ages of 15 and 65, only 6,072 out of every 10,000 of her inhabitants, and South Australia no more 
than 5,547; Victoria had as many as 6,447 out of every 10,000. As compared with the Mother 
Country, the results of age are also, to a marked extent, in favour of Victoria, for while Great Britain 
has only 477 persons in 1,000 between 20 and 60 years of age, Victoria has 574 in every 1,009. 


Conjugal Condition. 
18. Toe census returns of conjugal condition show, that of every 1,000 males in the Coiony, 298 are 


husbands ; of every 1,000 females, 402 are wives; also, that of males of 20 and upwards, 458, and of 


females of 20 and upwards, 784 in every 1,000 are married. 


I2 
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Education, 


19. The returns of education show, that nearly four-fifths of the population over five years of age 
are able to read and write, that ten-elevenths are able to read, and that about one-eleventh are un- 
instructed; also, that of children at the school age or between five and fifteen, 760 in 1,000 can read, 
and 486 in 1,000 can read and write. ‘These results are more favourable than those shown by the 
education returns of any other Australian Colony. 


Births, Deaths, und Marriages. 


20. The births in 1864 numbered 25,322, the deaths 9,262, and the marriages 4,529. The births 
and marriages show lacger numbers than in the previous year; notwithstanding the population has 
been increasing, the deaths have gradually diminished in numbers during each year since 1860. 


Immigration and Emigration. 


21. The arrivals in Victoria during 1864 numbered 36,156, and the departures 21,779. The 
increase of population by excess of the former over the latter amounted, therefore, in that year, to 
14,377. ‘This is a larger increase from without than has taken place in any year since 1858. Since 
the year 1836, 796,515 persons have come to the Colony by sea, and 396,206 have left it by the same 
means. ‘The difference between which numbers shows a balance of 400,309 in favour of immigration, 


Land Sales. 


22. The crown lands sold and granted in Victoria from its first settlement to the end of 1864 
amounted to 5,908,212 acres, and the amount of purchase money realized by the Government was 
11,690,1912 The extent of land remaining unalienated at the same date was 49,735,948 acres; of 
this quantity, 28,826,756 acres was held under lease for pastoral purposes only, by 1,161 occupiers, 
giving an average of about 25,000 acres to each occupier. 


Land in Occupation. 


23. The alienated land is nearly all in occupation. By the last return (8lst March 1864) 17,679 
holders were in possession of lots of over an acre in extent, the average to each being 314 acres. The 
same return showed that nearly three-fourths of the alienated land was enclosed, but that only an 
eleventh was under cultivation. 


Agriculture. 


24, ‘The total extent cultivated was 507,798 acres, or less than an acre to every head of the popu- 
lation. About 149,000 acres were under wheat, 152,000 acres under oats, 8,000 acres under barley, 
28,000 acres under potatoes, 96,000 acres under hay, 35,000 acres under green forage, and the 
remainder under minor crops. 

25. Owing to atmospheric influences, the last harvest was, to a great extent, a failure, but during 
the last ten years the average produce to the acre of wheat has been 20 bushels; of oats, 27 bushels; 
of barley, 23 bushels; of potatoes, 2+ tons; and of hay, 14 tons. 

26. The minor crops consist of maize, rye and bere, peas, beans and millet, turnips, mangel-wurzel, 
beet, carrots and parsnips, onions, tobacco and vines. For the two latter, the soil and climate of 
Victoria appear to be well suited, although their cultivation has only recently begun to be much 
attended to. Tobacco during the last season covered 623 acres and produced 5,913 cwt.; vines 
covered 3,076 acres, the produce of which was 121,000 gallons of wine, besides a large quantity of 
grapes otherwise disposed of. 


Live Stock. 


27. The live stock in the colony, according to the returns for 1864, amounted to 103,328 horses, 
126,786 milch cows, 548,486 other horned cattle, 7,115,943 sheep, and 79,655 pigs. All these 
descriptions of stock show an increase in the numbers returned in the previous year. 


Manufactures. 


28, With regard to manufacturing industry, there were in Victoria during 1864, 110 flour mills, 
which operated upon 3,280,000 bushels of wheat during the year, and produced nearly 70,000 tons 
of flour. There were 70 breweries, in which nearly 4,009,000 gallons of beer were brewed during the 
year, and there were 646 manufactories and works of different descriptions, 204 of which carried on their 
operations by steam, 15 by water power, 4 by wind, 72 by horse, and 351 by manual labour. The 
total amount of power they employed was equal to that of 2,823 horses, and the number of hands 
engaged was between 6,000 and 7,000. 


Gold Mining Machinery. 


29. The total number of steam engines employed for gold mining purposes at the end of 1864 was 
&88, of which 441 were used in alluvial, and 447 in quartz mining. The approximate value of all 
mining plant upon the gold fields was 1,496,699. At the same time it was ascertained that an extent 
of 799 square miles of alluvial ground throughout the Colony had been actually worked upon since 
the opening of the gold fields. 


=, 
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Postage. 


30. The number of post officcs in Victoria at the end of 1864 was 475, through which 7,034,467 
letters and 5,226,485 newspapers passed during the year. The postal revenue in the same year was 
126,4512, and the expenditnre was 127,0002, irrespective of the cost of postal communication with 


Great Britain. 
Electric Telegraphs. 


31. The electric telegraphs in Victoria are in the hands of the Government. The telegraph stations 
in the colony at the end of 1864 numbered 73, between which were 2,3264 miles of lines, provided 
with 2,6264 miles of wire; the number of messages transmitted during the year was 256,380, of which 
71,939 were on bebalf of the Government, and [84,441 were for private individuals. The Government 
messages, of course, travel frec, but if their value be calculated at the same rate as that of private 
messages, it would amount to 14,3761, and with 29,122/. actually received trom the public, would 
make a total revenue of 43,4971. against 35,9761. expended on maintenance during the year. 


Railways. 


32. The returns of railways have not been brought down later than the end of 1863. The Govern- 
ment lines extending from Melbourne to Sandhurst, and from Melbourne to Geelong and Ballarat, 
were then 196 miles in length, but have since been opened to Echuca, making an aggregate of 250 
miles.* The total cost of the first portion of these lines was 7,452,0001., or an average of 38,0701. a 
mile. The private lines are all in the vicinity of the metropolis, and are the Melbourne and Hobson’s 
Bay, 64 miles in length ; the Melbourne and Brighton, 64 miles in length; and the Melbourne, 54 
miles long. The cost of these private lines amounted to 1,121,548/. or rather more than 60,0001. 
a mile. The number of passengers carried on all the lines during the year 1863 was 3,063,652; the 
weight of goods 440,000 tons, and the total receipts 579,9221. 


Imports and Exports. 


33. The total value of imports in the year 1864, approximately made up in the Customs, was 
14,409,028, that of exports was 13,850,895!. These numbers are slightly in excess of those for the 
previous year. The value of imports, however, in each of the years from 1853 to 1860 inclusive, 
except 1855, and the value of exports in cach of the years from 1856 to 1859 inclusive, exceeded 


those in the year 1864. 


Gold. 


34. The gold exported in 1864 was 1,545,449 ozs., valued at 6,206,237. This quantity was 
slightly less than that in 1863. Since the gold discoveries 30,716,200 ozs. of Victorian gold have 
passed through the Customs; which with an estimate for the gold which has been taken from the 
colony by private hand, and for that remaining in the possession of individuals, banks, &c., at the end 
of 1864, would bring the total produce of the Victorian gold fields, from the first discovery of gold 
down to the 3lst December 1864, to 33,465,427 ozs., the value of which, at a uniform rate of 4/. an 
ounce, 1s 133,861,708. 


Wool. 


35. The woolf exported in 1864 has been approximately returned by the Customs as amounting to 
39,407,726 lbs., valued at 3,247,128. The total quantity of wool exported from the first settlement 
of the colony to the 3lst December 1864, was 404,960,872 Ibs., valued at 28,548,543. 


Tallow. 


36. The quantity of tallow exported in 1864 was 3,881,920 lbs. the Customs value of which was 
60,2301. Since the first settlement of Victoria 66,595,508 ]bs. of tallow have been exported, of which 
the Customs value was 977,380. 


Hides and Shins. 


37. The hides an: skins exported in 1864 were valued at 102,6847. Hides and skins to the value 
of 1,251,304l. have been exported since the first settlement of Victoria. 


Shipping. 

38. The shipping inwards in 1864 amounted to 1,816 vessels with an aggrecate of 620,200 tons. 
Vessels to the number of 1,895, with a total tonnage of 641,510, were cleared outwards during the 
same year. The number of vessels inwards and outwards in 1864 are in excess of those in the previous 
year, as is also the tonnage outwards. The tonnage inwards is, however, slightly less than it was in 


1863. 


* Since this was penned, a return of the total length and cost of the Government lines, including the Echuca branch, has been 
furnished, showing the former to be 251 miles, and the latter to have been 8,750,5701, or an average of about 35,000l. a mile. 

{ The quantity of wool here given exceeds by more than a third that exported from Victoria in the previous or any other year. 
‘The estimate has therefore been referred back to the Customs, in order to ascertain whether some mistake had not been made in 
forming the approximation ; but up to the time of going to press the Customs authorities have not authorized any change to be 
made in the figures. In 1863 the exports of wool were as follows: quantity, 25,572,886 lbs.; value, 2,049,491/, 


VICTORIA. 
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Banks. 


- 39. There were nine joint stock banks in Victoria in the year 1864, besides three branches otf 
Indian banks, which commenced business in Melbourne during that year. From the sworn returns 
of the nine regular banks the following particulars are gained. The aggregate amount of their 
paid-up capital at the end of 1864 was 7,618,960/., upon which the last dividend paid to shareholders 
was at the rate of 114 per cent.; the amount of reserved profits at the time of declaring that dividend 
was 1,594,806/. The note circulation of these banks at the same date amounted to 1,306,8091. and 
their total liabilities to 9,485,163/, against assets at the same date amounting to 13,433,41 01. 


Savings Banks. 


40. The savings binks in Victoria are under the general control of commissioner appointed by 
Government, under the provisions of the Act 16 Vict., No. 37. According to the last report of the 
Commissioners there were, on the 80th June, 1864, eleven savings banks in Victoria, in which there 
were deposits amounting in the aggregate to 769,681/. belonging to 17,201 depositors. The amount 
deposited during the twelve months ending the 3Uth June, 1864, was 480,333/. and the amount 
withdrawn was 438,556/. At the end of 1864 the depositors were found to have increased to 17,460, 
of which 11,028 were males and 6,482 were females. 

41. There are also penny savings banks 1n many of the principal towns, in which deposits are received 
from a minimum of ld. toa maximum of 1l. These are managed by local committees, and are not under 
Governmental supervision. It is understood that the Government have it in contemplation to establish 
post office savings banks in different parts of the Colony. 


Friendly Societies. 
. 42. Returns relating to the year 1863 were received in 1864 from 155 lodges or courts begloning to 
friendly societies. Eighty-six of these lodges or courts were of the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows, Manchester Unity, and 67 were of the Ancient Order of Foresters. ‘The number of members 
in these lodges or courts at the beginning of 1863 was 11,614, and the number at the end of the year 
was 13,568. The number of cases of sickness during the year was 1,503, the number of days for 
which aliment was allowed was 52,190, and the number of deaths was 97. The total revenue of these 
societies for the year 1863 was 45,605/., and the total expenditure was 31,9351. The assets, at date 
of balancing, amounted to 83,1041., against liabilities, at the same date, only amounting to 4000. It 
is understood that many courts belonging to these and other friendly societies omitted to furnish 
returns, so that the above is not a full statement of the affairs of all the friendly societies in the Colony 
of Victoria. _ 2 
, Mortgages, Liens, &c. 
. 48. During the year 1863, sums amounting in the aggregate to 1,665,3312 were lent on mortgage 
of land in Victoria to 2,136 individuals, and sums to the amount of 674,550 were paid off by 
1,184 persons. During the same year 272 mortgages on live stock were effected and 120 were 
released; the sums secured on live stock amounting to 1,215,907, and the sums paid off to 773,516/. 
The liens on wool during the year numbered 186, and the releases of liens 5. The amount secured 
on wool was 495,6232, and the amount released was 23,0297. : 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


44, The total revenue of Victoria during the year 1863 was 2,979,682/., and the total expenditure 
was 2,899,687. The exact revenue and expenditure of 1864 are not yet known, as receipts and 
disbursements on account of that year will take place until the end of 1865. The probable 
amounts have, however, been estimated by the Honourable the Treasurer, and are aa follow :— 
Probable revenue, 1864, 2,993,0822, probable expenditure, 1864, 3,011,054/, ‘These figures will, no 
doubt, be found to approximate closely to the correct ones. 


Public Debt. 


45, The public debt of Victoria, at the end of 1864, amounted to 8,443,970/, of which 443,000/ 
was contracted to obtain funds for the construction of works to supply the city of Melbourne, its 
suburbs, and the town of Geelong with water; 67,8002 to purchase the rights and privileges of the 
Melbourne, Mount Alexander, and Murray River Railway Company; and 7,933,1702 to construct 
the Victorian Railways. Besides this, there were corporation bonds due by the towns of Melbourne 
and Geelong to the amount of 385,000, which, added to the amount of debt stated above, would 
make a grand total of 8,828,970 due by the Colony at the end of 1864. 


Pensions. 


46. The number of individuals on the pension list of the Colony at the end of 1863 was 18, and 
the total amount of their pensions 8,] 29/. | 


Churches and Chapels. 


47, The buildings used for public worship throughout Victoria in 1863 numbered 1,352, of which 
705 were regular churches and chapels, 278 were schoolhouses, and 359 were dwellings or other 
edifices, The approximate number of services performed throughout the year was 110,740, the 
number of persons for whom accommodation was provided was 190,330, and the number usually 
attending was 129,510. Of the whole number of buildings used for religicus services, 293 belonged 
to the Church of England, 191 to the Roman Catholics, 297 to the Presbyterians, 427 to the 
Wesleyans, 134 to other Christians, and 5 to the Jewish body. 
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Clergy. 

48, The clergy of all denominations at the same period numbered 431, of which 109 ‘were: 
attached to the Church of England, 49 to the Roman Catholic Church, 101 to the Presbyterian’ 
Church, 71 to the Wesleyan Church, 96 -to other Christian Churches, and 5 to the Jewish Church. | 
Besides these, who (except the Jews, who are exempted) are regularly licensed under the Marriage 
Act, there are in Victoria other officials attached to some of the sects, who, without being regularly 
ordained, perform the functions of clergymen, and are styled lay readers, local preachers, mission 
agents, &c. The number of these is not known, but. if it could be ascertained, it would, no doubt, 
be found materially to swell the ranks of religious instructors in the Colony. | : 


Melbourne University. | , 

49. The Melbourne University has been established since 1856, and attached are schools of law» 
medicine, and civil engineering. In 1864 the number of students was as follows :—— Matriculated 
84, non-marticulated 39; total, 123, The number of graduates were, direct 12, ad ewndem 143 
total, 26. The total receipts during the same year.,.were 11,2321, of which 9,000/. was derived from 
Government aid, 1,165/. from college fees, and. 1,067/. from other sources; and the expenditure wag 
12,6521, Attached to the university is the National Museum, which. contains an interesting collection 
of objects of natural history, and of mining models, &c. The museum was visited in 1864 by- 
39,641 persons. No charge is made for admission. , , . 


Schools, 


50. The number of day schools returned throughout Victoria in 1863 was 1,019, of which 648 
received aid from the revenue, and 371 were altogether unconnected with the State. ‘The number 
of teachers or instructors was 2,(63, of which 946 were males, and 1,117: were females. The 
average number of scholars attending was 69,619, consisting of 37,187 boys and 32,432 girls. 

51. Most of the Christian denominations have Sunday. schools. Returns were received in 1863 of 
752 in different parts of the Colony; of these, 145 were tn connexion with the Church of England, 
113 with the Roman Catholics, 107 with the Presbyterians, 305 with the Wesleyans, and 82 with 
other denominations. ‘The male Sunday school teachers numbered: in all 2,686, and the female 
2,616, or in all 5,640, The average number of scholars attending Sunday schools was 47,085, of 
which 19,718 were males, and 21,375 were females, —_- se | 3 : - 


Public Libraries. 

52. The Melbourne Public Library is open to all classes of persons over 14 yeurs of age, without 
payment or restriction. During the year 1864 it was visited by 179,787 persons, and since it was 
first opened in 1856, it has received about a-million and a quarter visits. The number of books in 
the library amount at present to 35,252, and. sums varrying trom 5,000/. to 2,000/ have been each 
year voted for additional purchases. ‘The total amount so expended since 1853 has been 34,2857. 
Under the same roof is the National Museum of Art, which was opened on the 24th May 1861, and 
since then has been visited by 200,009 persons. The number of visitors in 1864 was 53,276. The 
total cost of the building, which is still unfinished, was, up to the end of 1864, 50,995/. 

53. Besides the Melbourne Public Library, there is also a library containing 9,000 volumes. 
attachecl to the Melbourne Mechanics’ Institute, and there are libraries and mechanics’ institutes in 
most of the principal towns. There were 23 of these institutions which furnished returns to the 
Registrar General in 1863, and it is known that there are others which omitted to give returns. 
Some of these institutions receive books on loan from the Melbourne library. The number of 
books in all the libraries was about 66,000 in 1863, and the total number of visitors was 326,735. 


vo 


Charitable Institutions. 


ar i 
VICTORIA. 


54, Charitable institutions in Victoria are supported partly by the State, and partly by the efforts of. 


private individuals. There were at the end of 1863, 22 hospitals in the Colony, which made up 
1,123 beds in 118 wards. ‘The number of patients during 1863 were, in-door 7,529, out-door 29,035. 
Their total receipts in the year amounted to 83,0101, of which 18,230. were from private contributions. 
The expenditure of hospitals during the year was 73,0147. 

55. Of benevolent asylums, there were eight in the Colony at the end of 1863, including the 

Melbourne Immigrants’ Home. These institutions then made up in the aggregate 1,366 beds, and 
7,440 persons received indoor relief from them in the year. ‘Their total receipts in 1863 were 
46,7031, of which 8,064/. was due to private effort. Their expenditure amounted to 42,5192. in the 
year 1863. : . 
: 56. There are two Protestant and two Roman Catholic Orphan Asylums in Victoria, situated in 
the towns of Melbourne and Geelong. These institutions contain accommodation for 505 children, 
and 580 passed through them in 1863. In that year their receipts were, from Government 9,938, 
from private sources 3,673/,; total 13,6112, Their expenditure in 1863 amounted to 13,3512. 

57. The Government Lunatic Asylum at the Yarra Betid makes up 856 beds, and 1,030 patients 


passed through it in 1863. The receipts in the year amounted to 31,198/, and the expenditure to 
30,4972 | | 


Wages and Prices. 


_ 58. The rates of wages in Victoria, although lower than they were during the period immediately 

succeeding the gold discoveries, are still high as compared with those ruling in older countries. Farm 

labourers, with board and lodging, now receive from 12s. to 18s. weekly, and good ploughmen from 

15s. to 12. Shepherds, with rations and a hut to live in, receive from 302. to 40/, annually; stock 
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keepers from 40/. to 701; hut keepers about five pounds a year less than shepherds ; generally, useful 
men on stations from 14s. to 18s. weekly ; and shearers from 13s. to 14s. for every 100 sheep sheared, 
The working day of artizans and day labourers in Victoria is ouly eight hours, for which, masons, 
bricklayers, and blacksmiths receive from 8s. to 10s. in Melbourne, carpenters from 7s. to 9s. In 
country districts, however, these wages rule higher, and in some places are quoted at 12s. all round. 
General labourers without rations, receive from 5s. to 7s. a day. Married couples without families, 
obtain ready employment at from 402 to GOl. a year; with families it is not so easy for them to find 
occupation in hired service, unless their children are old enough to be useful. Iemale servants 
usually experience but little difficulty in obtaining situations—housekeepers, cooks, and laundresses 
at from 302 to 402. annually; housemaids at from 20/. to 25/.; nursemaids at from 122. to 261: and 
generally useful servants at from 182. to 301. 

59. The cost of living in Victoria has been much reduced of late years, and the retail prices of the 
necessaries of life will be found, in many instances, to be below the rates obtaining in Great Britain 
and Ireland. Beef and mutton of excellent quality are sold in most parts of the Colony at from 
3d. to 5d. per lb., tea at from 2s. 6d. to 3s., coffee at Is. 6d., and suvar at from 4d. to Gd. Owing to 
the defective harvest already alluded to (p. 68), the price of flour, and consequently that of bread, was 
unusually high in 1864. The former, which for the three previous years averaged from 122. to 151. 
per ton, in 1864 ranged from 201. to 28/1, and the latter, whose common price had been from Gd. to 9d. 
the 4b. loaf, ranged from 9d. to 1s. Potatoes are commonly sold at rates varying from id. to Id. 
per lb., and from 4s. to 8s. per cwt. Fruits and vegetables are plentiful, and during the proper season 
are sold at reasonable prices. | 

60. The rent of a cottage in Melbourne, suitable for a labouring man, ranges from 3s. to 10s. per 
week. There exists, however, a great desire amongst all ranks in Victoria, and particularly amongst 
the labouring population, to possess dwellings of their own. To aid in this object, building and 
other mutually co-operative societies have been established in most parts of the Colony, and through 
their intervention, numbers, by making small monthly payments, are enabled in a few years to become 
freeholders at little more cost to themselves than if they had been paying rent throughout the period. 


Vital Statistics. 


61. The birth rate in Victoria during 1864 was as 43 to every 1,000 of the living mean population 
(588,881), the death rate was 15°63 per 1,000, and the marriage rate 7°69 per 1,000. In England, 
during a series of years, the average birth, death, and marriage rates were respectively 34°06, 22-29, 

and 8°26 per 1,000. The birth and death rates in the Colony are thus found to compare favourably 

with those in England, the one being higher and the other lower here than there ; but a less favourable 
result is shown by the marriage rate, which is not so high in Victoria as it isin England. ‘The birth | 
rate in Victoria has remained nearly stationary for some years past; the death rate has declined, and 

in 1864 was lower than it had been in any year since 1856. The. marriage rate has not changed 
during the past two years, but down to 1863 its decline had been rapid and continuous since 1854, 

in which year the proportion of marriages was as high as 14:08 to every 1,000 persons living. 
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Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor T. Gore Browne, C.B., to the 
Right Hon. Epwarp Carpwe.t, &c., &c., &c. 


(No. 96.) Government House, Hobarton, 

Sir, Tasmania, October 15, 1864. 

I wave the honour to forward copies of Statistical Returns of the Colony of 
Tasmania for the ten years ending in 1863, which have been carefully prepared by 
Mr. J. E. Calder, the Surveyor General. 

These statistics exhibit clearly the stimulus given by the discovery of gold in the 
neighbouring Colonies, culminating in 1854, and the gradual decline in material pro- 
sperity consequent on the diminished product of the gold fields. 

Exports and imports, trade, shipping, banking returns, insolvencies and revenue 
ey ag from land) all show their relation to and dependence on the state of the 
gold trade. 

It will also be seen that, with exception of the years 1858 and 1859, the Expenditure 
has been too generally in excess of the Revenue. I trust, however, the finances are now 
placed on a more satisfactory footing, and that in future the receipts will be in excess of 
the expenditure. 

There is also a gratifying improvement in Education, —* a marked decrease in Crime. 

ave, &c. 


(Signed) T. GORE BROWNE. 


SIR, Macquarie Street, 26th August, 1864. 

In coMPLIANCE with the request contained in youf note of the 20th instant, that 
I would, at my own leisure, prepare a Return exhibiting the condition of Tasmania for 
several years past, I have now the pleasure of handing you the accompanying document. 
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In compiling such a Return as I thought would best meet your wishes, I have not 
gone further back into the Statistics of the Colony than ten years, because the published 
records of an earlier date are often somewhat confused, even in important particulars ; 
indeed, even in times so recent as 1855 and 1856, the Trade Returns of the Colony 
are meagre and unsatisfactory, and unfit for use where details are required. 

The Return now handed you is divided into eleven principal compartments ; 
namely,— 

1. Population. 

2. Lands. 

3. Live Stock. 

4. Trade, including the Exports of the chief articles produced on our own lands 

exclusively. 
. Shipping employed in the Trade of the Colony, and Shipping belonging to 
the Colony. 
. Revenue and Expenditure, with a full detail of transactions in Debentures. 
Banking Returns. — 
. Insolvencies. 
. Education. 
. Crime. 
11. Post Office transactions. 

I beg to offer the following remarks on each of the above subjects, taking them as they 

stand in the above enumeration. 


peared 
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1. Population. 


The most noticeable feature in the first division of the Return is the slow increase of 
Population, occasioned in part by the drainit has sustained by departures exceeding 
arrivals, and in part by the declension of marriages. 

The total ten years’ increase of our population has been 26,645 persons, or 29-11 per 
cent.; while in South Australia, whose condition somewhat more nearly resembles our 
own than any other of the Australian Colonies, the increase in the last ten years for which 
its accounts have been published has been at the rate of 43°80 per cent.: but as these 
accounts come down no further than 1862, no very exact comparison between the two 
countries can be made; still, as there has been no disturbing cause to affect increase 
there, which has not operated here also, a tolerably fair approximate comparison may be 
instituted. , 

The loss that the Colony has sustained since the beginning of 1854 on account of 
departures exceeding arrivals has been 3028 persons; which has all accrued to us in 
the last three years, for there was a small balance in our favour in the preceding seven 
years, namely of 208. Indeed, the decrease by emigration has never been so large as 
many -persons have thought, its place having been pretty well supplied by immigration. 
Since the first great discovery of gold in California* in 1848, though 111,512 persons 
have left us, 104,014 have arrived,—the difference being 7598: and if this includes 
“ Militaryf and their families” (about which I am not certain), of whom more than 2000 


have left since January, 1848, the loss will be reduced to about 5000, as it is not possible | 


to class them as belonging to the population proper of the Colony. 

Marriages are now hardly half of what they were ten years ago, though it will be 
observed that there was a moderate increase of them in 1863 above the number of the 
preceding year. That there were less births last year than in the one before seems but 
a natural consequence of the decrease in the marriages of previous years. Births it will 
be seen almost exactly double the deaths, the number registered in ten years being re- 
spectively 30,727 and 15,351. 

2. Lands. 


The number of acres that have passed into private possession since the beginning of 
1854 has been 613,298,—a rate of progression which would require well near two centuries 
and a half to exhaust our stock of lands on hand; and even calculating it by the sales 
we have effected since the passing of ‘“‘ The Waste Lands Act” in 1858 (which has so 
simplified the process of obtaining land), still 172 years must pass before the public 
estate would be wholly disposed of. 

The number of new homesteads that have been established on lands sold under the 
Act referred to is believed to be about 800. 


* 694 persons departed for California in 1850. ‘The numbers who left for that place in preceding years are 
merged in the departures for America. 

1 According to a Return obligingly furnished me from the local branch of the Adjutant-General’s Office, in 
March, 1863, it appears that 1959 persons of this class were withdrawn from the Colony since January, 1848. 
Some few hundreds have left since, but of whose numbers I have no information. 
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3. Lave Stock. 


The numerical state of the Stock on the pastures of the Colony, though a little fluc- 
tuating in different years, has been on the whole very unprogressive,—not only during 
all the years for which this table is made up, but for several years before when the 
number of sheep in the Colony was generally more numerous than now, and of cattle 
not much less. But in those columns which show the state of imports and exports very 
gratifying facts are disclosed; namely, that of those kinds of Stock of which we have 
been always large importers our purchases are so diminishing that the date of the 
extinction of this branch of our trade may be pretty safely foretold. Of horses, the 
export column shows each year an increasing activity. 


4. Trade of the Colony. 


The Foreign Trade of the Colony, which has been progressively descending ever 
since 1854, took an upward direction last year,—the increase in the value of imports and 
exports being represented by the very respectable sum of £125,379, for the details of 
which I must refer to the Annual Statistics. 

In this compartment of the Return, I have introduced the exports of the chief articles 
of farm and forest produce actually grown or manufactured in the Colony, eleven in 
auumber. Reducing this number, for the present only, to ten, by the exclusion of wool 
(to be treated of separately), it will be gratifying to notice that the sales of eight out of 
the ten are largely increasing, the exceptional articles being wheat and oats, which last 
year declined by 84,389 and 101,525 bushels respectively,—the arithmetical rate of 
decrease being 46 and 34 per cent. But our most recent sales of flour, potatoes, fruit 
jams, hay, bark, timber, and dairy produce have all increased very much, not only on 
the sales of the preceding year, but (timber excepted) on all others for six or seven years 
back, Restricting our comparisons, however, to the last two years, as presently most 
interesting to us, it will be found that our export of flour has advanced by 1171 tons or 
29 per cent. ; potatoes by 4862 tons or 63 per cent.; fruit by 8256 bushels; jams by 
2987 packages*; hay by 510 tons; and bark by 180 tons. Of timber and dairy produce 
(each made up of more than one article not reducible to a single denomination), I have 
been obliged to take value in place of quantity, and each of these it will be seen show 
respectable increases. 

f wool there appears to have been a lesser export in 1863 than in the year before, 
but in the case of this article the statistical figures that represent the annual export do not 
necessarily represent the yearly clip, which would also be the yearly export if we made 
up our Returns as they are made up in the other Colonies of Australia, where the 
statistical year commences on the Ist of April, which prevents confusion in the wool 
accounts. ‘To illustrate this part of my subject I cannot do better than quote from an 


- official document printed in July, 1861 :— 


« Tt is much to be regretted that, owing to a mistaken method adopted in the compilation of our 
Agricultural Statistics, it is not possible to ascertain the true yearly produce of wool. This is 
caused by adapting the statistical to the ordinary year; an arrangement wholly unsuited to the 
southern hemisphere, or at any rate in so far as it relates to this great article of trade. The opera- 
tions of shearing, pressing, and transporting to the places of shipment are never finished throughout 
the Colony until the year of produce is past. Hence a large but ever varying proportion of the clip 
of every season, not reaching the coast till the beginning of the year after it was cut, passes the 
Customs, and thus runs into the returns of the wrong year. Thus a late shearing one year, 
followed by an early one next, necessarily confuses the account, and large quantities of the produce 
of two years then find their way into the Registers of one only.” 

* . sd ‘This incongruity would never appear in the records of agricultural’ trade 
if the accounts of the exports of this article were made up as they arein New South Wales, Victoria, 
and South Australia, where the statistical year commences on the Ist of April.” 


In following this subject I have referred to the Gazettes of this year, where the exports 
of each month are reported, and find that 4,281,651 lbs. of wool were shipped during 
the first five months; which must have been the produce and growth of last season, just 
as part of the recorded exports of 1863 were the growth and produce of the year before. 


5. Shipping employed in the Trade of the Colony, and Shipping belonging to the Colony. 


The Shipping Returns, which have exhibited a progressive decline since 1857, showed 
a sensible increase last year, as should indeed be expected from an increased trade. 
Vessels clearing wtih cargoes were greater in their aggregate tonnage than in any year 
since 1858. That the entries without cargoes should outnumber those of other years, is 
* This increase in our export of Jams has even attracted some notice from the London press. The following 


is from the “ Illustrated London News ” of the 11th of June last :—“ Four firms in Tasmania made, last year, 
360 tons of Jam for exportation.” 
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but a natural consequence of our recent export transactions with New Zealand and 
Queensland; both of which (and particularly the former) receive very considerable 
supplies from hence, but send us almost nothing in return. The value of our exports 
thitherward in 1863 were rated at 276,372/., and the imports hence at 4,888/. only. 

The number and tonnage of vessels belonging to the Colony is not exactly repre- 
sented by the figures in the compartment headed “ Shipping belonging to the Colony,” 
on account of vessels lost, or supposed to be lost, but of which ‘‘no official notification 
has been received which would empower the taking them off the list.” 

The number of vessels belonging to the Ports of Hobart Town and Launceston 
believed to have foundered is tabled in the Statistics of 1862 as twenty-one, of an aggre- 
gate tonnage of 2583 ; whereof the large proportion of sixteen (of 2386 tons) belonged 
to Hobart ‘Town. 


6. Revenues, Expenditure, and Debentures. 


The figures that represent the annual revenues and expenditure require no explanations, 
nor those of the Return showing the transactions of the Government in Debentures, 
further than these, that I have given the account of the latter as it has been furnished to 
me by the Treasury, that is made up to the 23rd instant; and that the total amounts 
disposed of up to this date have been worth 778,018/., whereof 280,280/. worth has 
been redeemed. 


7- Banking Returns. 


The revival of trade in 1863 as shown by the Return, accompanied as it has been by 
a diminution of coin in the Colony and of deposits in the Banks, seeming to be an 
anomaly, I applied to the Managers of the Banks in this City to ascertain the causes 
that had led to this declension. They kindly undertook to explain what I thought was 
a contradiction of facts. ‘They informed me that these decreases were quite compatible 
with an improving state of trade. The disappearance of much of the bullion held in 
the Colony in former years, they said, was chiefly caused by the English Banks; which, 
finding there was far too much in the Colony in proportion to the liabilities of these 
establishments, gradually withdrew it. Hence the progressive decline shown in the 
Table. They also told me that large sums, the property of private individuals, had 
been sent out of the Colony for investment in public and government securities, which 
also reduced deposits; and that these latter had sustained a further decline by 
withdrawals made from the Banks for the purchase of Debentures in this Colony. The 
stock of coin, it was said, was further decreased by the paying off of considerable 
mortgages held by capitalists in England. These gentlemen were unanimous in the 
expression of a belief that trade was never, within their knowledge, in a sounder state 
than it is at present. 


8. Insolveneies. 


Under the head of Insolvencies there was a great decrease last year on all former 
ones ; the loss to the Creditors, as represented by the difference between Jiabilities and 
assets, was never so small as in 1863. 


9. Education. 


In this branch there was one School, and two hundred and twenty-eight scholars less 
than in the preceding year as calculated on the “daily attendance” statement, or about 
6:24 per cent. The cost for the year was marked by something like a corresponding 
decrease. I do not know to what cause this may be imputed, but the increasing 
emigration of late years may have had something to do with it. 


10. Crime. 


Under none of the various headings of this Table is there any increase of crime, at 
least during the last four years ; and it is gratifying to notice that the general total of 
the year 1863 is less than it ever was during the term for which the Table is made up. 


11. Post Office Transactions. 


These Returns, taken as a whole, evince no great progression in the letter correspon- 
dence of the Colony, though last year there was an increase of 5°7 per cent. on the 
letters received in Hobart T’own and Launceston on the year before, and of 13 per cent. 
on newspapers dispatched from the same places. There was also a goodly increase in the 
“Penny Post ;” but i the two remaining transactions of letters sent and newspapers 
received, there has been a small decline. Thecost of the Office was much less last year 
than in preceding years. 
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The Honourable Charles Meredith, Esq., 


&c. 


&c. 


&c. 





I have, &e. 
(Signed) 


It is not necessary for me to prolong this letter, especially as comments or opinions 
are not expected in a paper which is necessarily only one of explanations. 
therefore, conclude without further remark. 


J. E. CALDER. 


STaTisTicaL View of the Condition of Tasmania during the past Ten Years. 











Total Population, 
Years Births. Marriages Deaths. Arrivals. Departures. exclusive of 
Military. 
1854 2,603 1,343 1,928 9,525 11,280 64,874 
1855 2,948 1,257 1 692 10, 887 7; ‘055 69, 977 
1856 2,956 933 1,335 4,956 7, 636 No Return. 
1857 3,246 897 1 418 6,063 5,231 82,997 
1858 3,138 779 1 "562 4,003 4,496 84,048 
1859 3,244 706 1,410 2 975 2,921 85, 968 
1860 3,238 689 1 "749 3,432 3, 014 87,775 
1861 3,207 717 1 477 3,684 4, 861 90,211 
1862 3,149 6636 1,362 3,174 4,444 90,728 
1863 2,998 698 1,418 3,621 4, 410 91,519 
No. 2.——LAnpDs. 
Years. In Private Possession. Alienated. Cultivated. 
Acres. Acres. Acres. 

1854 2,774,877 35,934 127,732 

1855 2,801,555 26, 678 153,127 

1856 2,815,660 14,104 185,519 

1857 2,824,707 9, ,048 205,873 

1858 2,871,817 47, 109 229, 489 

1859 2,931,162 76,345 208,619 

1860 3,037,797 89,635 218,315 

1861 3,142,556 104,759 248, 864 

1862 3,182,759 40, 203 253 050 

1863 3,261,349 78, 590 267, 173 

1864 (first 9 months) 3,352,242 90,893 


Unpaid pre-emptive Lots not included in this Table ; also a (presumed) area of 6,250 acres of Town Land Grants, of which there 


is no perfect record. 





Year. 

In the 

Colony. 
1854 17,384 
1855 | 18,358 
1s56 18,019 
1857. | 19,857 
i858 | 21,563 
1859 20,559 
1860 | $21,034 
1861 22,168 
1862 20,742 
1863 | 21,964 








Imported. | Exported. 





24 





No. 3.—LrvE STOCK. 


| Horses. 


i 


No. 1.—POPULATION OF THE COLONY. 


Horned Cattle. 








No Returns published. 
No Returns published. 


No Returns published. 





] 


Exported. 


57 


No Returns published. 


In the 
Colony. Imported. 
554 103,752 6,681 
110,304 
88,604 
1,034 80,146 7,133 
734 79,460 6,625 
1,021 79,950 6,864 
1,079 83,366 5,798 
1,128 86,954 5,827 
"1,645 83,143 5,325 
1,949 90,446 4,065 
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_ Colony. 


—_ 


In the 





1,831,308 
1,835,902 
1,674,987 
1,635,920 
1,504,393 
1,697,199 
1,700,930 
1,738, 473 
1,661,225 
i, 800, 815 


I shall, 


39,369 | 


41,533 
37,658 
22,857 
43.312 
38,486 
22, 270 
18,067 


Imported. | Exported. 


83 


No Returns published. 
No Returns ere 


3,227 
4, 698 
1,590 

152 
6,944 
6,214 
2,526 
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Years. 


1854 
1855 
1856 
1857 
1858 
1859 
1860 
1861 
1862 
1863 


£ 


1,035,368 


685,586 
507,914 
521,211 
363,748 
287,443 
299,200 
223,328 
199,609 
164,494 


— te  & 
“I— OOorKDROOn 


Coin and Bullion in 
the Colony. 


& 


] 
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No. 7.—BANKING RETURNS. 


| Deposits. 


£ s. d. 
No Return. 
No Return. 
No Return. 

1,205,264 8 4 
1,051,531 9 O 
991,276 3 7 
814,315 13 10 
729,085 2 0O 
734,169 7 1 
722,846 1 1 





Assets. 


Ea S. 
2,409,845 12 1 
2.274.987 0 
2,047,580 0 
2,019,873 18 
1,872,297 19 
1,903,241 17 
1,842,163 0 
1,567,289 5 
1,502,120 15 
1,416,268 10 


& 


CHORE WOROOH 


STATE OF HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 


1,900,777 
1,718,899 
1,334,383 
1,365,844 
1,195,588 
1,132,590 
949,016 
846,628 
838,294 
826,908 


10 


14 
7 
10 
1 
2 


13 1 
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This Return is taken from the official Statistics, but does not quite agree with Returns showed me at some of the Banks, 





£ ed. £ i £ a 

1854 41,398 6 6 99,406 13 3 58,007 6 9 
1855 100,558 3 5 128,959 4 10 28,401 1 5 
1856 107,162 15 5 243,815 14 114 136,653 19 64 
1857 55,962 4 7 97,960 6 O 41,998 1 5 
1858 44,212 18 O 131,695 3 8 87,482 5 8 
1859 91,618 13 9 130,445 17 4 38,827 3 7 
1860 66,410 15 2 198,489 4 1 132,078 8 ll 
1861 84,409 16 5 173,932 11 8 89,522 15 2 
1862 75,043 8 O 163,587 4 6 88,543 16 6 
1863 17,689 9 6 40,376 14 2° 22,7386 4 8 

No. 9.—EDUCATION. 
ScHOOLS UNDER THE Boarp or Epvucarion. 
Years. 

No. of Schools. Scholars, Ave on Scholars, Average Daily Cost of the Schools 

Rolls during the Year. Attendance. to the Goverment. 
£ s. d. 

1854 50 2734 2024 6,320 17 7 
1855 61 3379 2444 11,204 18 65 
1856 78 3662 2628 12,194 O 2 
1857 izZ 38601 2640 10,858 19 2 
1858 71 3665 2725 12,824 4 5 
1859 80 3948 2950 14,011 17 6 
1860 85 4324 3077 13,762 19 8 
1861 88 4485 3336 11,732 16 9 
1862 89 5084 3654 11,874 12 4 
1863 88 4607 3426 11,484 16 O 


No. 8.—INSOLVENCIES. 


79 














The numbers of Schools and Scholars attending, &c. are taken from the Parliamentary Paper No. 12 of 1863 ; and the cost of 
the same was supplied by the Treasury. 
K 4 
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No. 10.—Crime (CONVICTIONS). 








TRIED AT QUARTER SESSIONS AND RECORDER’S 


TRIED AT THE SUPREME COURT. Court. 










Grand Total. 
Misde- 


Felonies. meanors. 











1854 98 7 105 34 128 162 267 
1855 97 16 113 53 179 232 345 
1856 65 6 71 38 86 124 195 
"1857 61 2) 82 22 58 80 162 
1858 113 37 150 6 22 28 178 
1859 121 29 150 12 22 34 184 
1860 97 43 140 9 19 28 168 
1861 77 20 97 1] 19 30 127 
1862 81 24 105 7 30 37 142 
1863 75 16 91 7 : 24 31 122 





No. 11.—Post OFFicE TRANSACTIONS. | 











127 


936 


378,130 


400,716 


81,281 


737,978 


305,314 


Post Letters re- Newspa 
Offices | Persons| Miles of | Lters sent | “ceived at | Fenny Post | Newspapers ressived ak 
m Hobart of Hobart sent from 
Years. | and Re-| em- Post T d Hobart Town T d Hobart Town Hobart Town |Revenue. di 
ceiving | ployed. | Roads. | y jor este a d sare: 
Houses. unceston. | Taunceston. aca unceston. | Launceston. 
| 
No. No. No. No. No. No. No. | No. £ £ 
1854 | 65 95 679 Returns imperfect. 64,490 Returns imperfect. 8,198 | 16,291 
1855 67 103 679 Returns imperfect. 74,071 Returns imperfect. 9,308 | 18,473 
1856 97 124 870 Returns imperfect. 77,217 Returns imperfect. 10,020 18,926 
1857 100 124 890 348,159 367,144 68,219 1,083,208 ' 398,353 10,431 16,995 
1858 95 117 873 314,812 347,889 62,029 874,998 401,770 14,225 17,370 
1859 97 119 877 332,915 358,709 64,811 822,902 317,227 11,592 15,196 
1860 97! 121 885 369,185 401,810 72,950 794,231 339,206 10,459 15,435 
1861 100 124 895 381,391 380,659 73,823 596,844 298,812 10,590 15,266 
1862 103 127 936 379,095 379,195 75,076 652,714 310,636 10,796 17,647* 
| | 


The Expenditure of 1862 includes 5,000/., arrears of former years. 
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SOUTH 
AUSTRALIA. 
No. 20. No. 20. 
Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir D. Daty to the 
Right Hon. Epwarp Carpwe tt, M.P. 
(No. 51.) 
Government House, Adelaide, 
SIR, 21st October, 1864. 
: I wave the honour to forward herewith the South Australian Blue Book for 1863. 
, much care and ability by Mr. Josiah Boothby, the Government statist, are bound up 
we with this volume, rendering a separate report from me less important, but I am desirous 
fe of calling attention to some of the evidences of progress in this interesting and prosperous 


Colony. 
| Population. 


3. During 1863 the population increased by 5087 souls, from 135,329 to 140,416 
ersons. 

F 4. This increase is at the rate of 3.75 per cent., of which one per cent. only is the 

result of Immigration, the remaining 2.75 per cent. being the natural increase, a higher 
rate than in either of the other Australian Colonies. 

5. The proportion of the sexes has been maintained at its former favourable position of 

a near equality, the males slightly preponderating. Making allowance for non-registration 

and overland migration, the population may now be roughly estimated at 145,000 persons. 

6. It is unsatisfactory, however, to observe that the returns show that during the two 

_ years and nine months passed since the last Census, the number of our people has increased 


2. The general and detailed statisticts of the Colony, which have been prepared with 
only one-tenth. 
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Births, Marriages, and Deaths. 

7. 5966 children were born in 1863, or 109 less than in 1862, or at the rate of 44 per 
1,000 of the population ; the deaths numbering 2,221, or at the rate of 16°4 in 1,000 
persons. a zs 

8. Here the rate of mortality is as much lower as the birth rate is higher than in 
England. 

9. Infantile mortality forms 46.5 per cent. of the whole, but this high rate is yearly 
lessening and is 6.5 per cent. below that of the previous year. 


Immigration and Emigration. 
10. The total arrivals by sea numbered 4,234 souls and the departures, 2,892, leaving an 
addition to the population of 1,342 persons, as compared with an increase of 545 persons 
the year before. 7 


11. Small as this increase appears it is yet larger than in either of the four years pre- ; 


ceding, when it only averaged 571 persons per annum. Government, assisted, and free 
immigration, suspended in 1860, was only resumed in October 1862, in which year two 
vessels brougyt 611 souls ; in 1863 four vessels arrived landing 1,499 souls, 811 males and 
688 females. 

12. The rate of Government immigration 1s at present one ship with 350 souls per 
month, 500 persons if competent and industrious may be readily absorbed monthly 
without disturbing the labour market. 

13. The provisions of Act 17 of 1862, setting aside one-third of the proceeds of the 
sale of waste lands for immigration purposes, and the remainder to public works, will 
probably have a beneficial effect in encouraging the influx of a superior class of immigrants. 


Education. 


14. During 1863 twenty additional schools were licensed by the Education Board, 
making a total of 247. | 

The number of scholars on the roll was 11,769,—6,510 boys and 5,259 girls, of whom 
about 77 per cent. were in attendance. | 

15. From calculations based on the Census returns, it appears that the aggregate number 
of children receiving instruction is one in every 7.7 of the population. 

16. There were 52 district school houses erected up to the close of the year, five being 
completed in 1863. These buildings are erected in nearly all cases by voluntary subscrip- 
tions, supplemented by a grant from the Government. 


Crime. 


17. At the present juncture it is desirable to enter more fully than usual into the 
circumstances shown to exist by the criminal records of the Province. Although suffering 
indirectly from the transportation of offenders to a neighbouring Colony, this is the only 
community that has to some extent escaped the mischief brought upon the Australian 
Colonies by their being made the receptacle for the felonry of the Mother Country. 

18. The exclusion of convictism being one of the main conditions in the founding of 
the Colony, it is not suprising that the absence of the greater evil is strongly marked by 
the small amount of criminality existing in South Australia as compared with the state of 
society presented in the older Australian colonies. 

19. With the view of comparison with the statistics of New South Wales and Victoria, 
the number of commitments for trial is taken as the basis of the calculation. 

20. The following figures show, for each of the past five years, the population, the 
number of commitments to the Supreme Court for trial by a jury, the number of com- 
mitments to the local courts, the total commitments for trial, and the ratio per 1,000 
persons : 

















Commitments. - Ratio. 
Year. Population, ae 6 age Poe . 
. o Supreme | To Local 
Court. Civurta: | Total. Per 1,000. Or 

1859 - - - 122,735 168 113 281 2-289 1 in 437 
1860 - - - 124,112 145 98 243 1-958 1 in 510 
1861 - - - 126,830 125 120 245 1-932 1 in 522 
1862 - - - 135,329 117 90 207 1-529 1 in 654 
1863 - - - 140,416 125 74 199 1-388 1 in 706 

Mean of Five Years - - 1-819 1 in 566 


L 


Sou: il 
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The number of convictions in the Supreme Court average 56 per cent. of the 
commitments during the above period. | | es | 

21. The foregoing table exhibits a very important diminution in the amount of crime; 
five years ago the commitals amounted to 281, or 1 in 437 persons; last year they amounted 
to 199, or 1 m 706 persons, and it will be observed that the reduction has been gradual 
and continuous, and does not appear to be the result of exceptional circumstances. 
- It may be stated also, that the rate for the two past years is lower than the average rate 
in England. | 

22. More interest attaches to a comparison with the state of things existing in the 
neighbouring Colonies, for it is found that the commitments per 1,000 persons, as shown 
by the latest statistics, are in 


New South Wales, 1858-62 - - - 2-317, or 1 in 433 persons 
Victoria, 1859-62 - : : - «= 2-398, or 1 in 423 ,, 
South Australia, 1859-63 - - ~ 1-819, or 1 in 566 __,, 


In other words, there is one-third less crime in South Australia than in the two other 
Colonies. 

23. With respect to the nature of crime a still more favourable comparison could be 
drawn, serious offences being comparatively unknown in this Colony, for instance, out of 
680 convictions in the Supreme Court during the past ten years, 102 only were felonious 
offences against the person, or 10 per annum. | 

In the same period but three white persons suffered the extreme penalty of the law. 

24. With reference to the number of persons apprehended by the police, it is curious 
to notice that the number taken into custody in New South Wales and Victoria is about 
1 in every 19 persons, here it is but 1 in 70, on an average of years. 

25. The conclusions to be drawn from the foregoing facts are unmistakable, and justify 
the intense and increasing hostility to transportation to any part of Australia, which this 
Colony exhibits. : 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


26. The Revenue for 1863 amounted to 631,700/. against 548,709/. in 1862, an increase 
of 15 per cent. 

The expenditure in either year was 635,205/. and 579,381. respectively. 

The ordinary Revenue amounted to 394,538/., and the Land Fund receipts to 237,162. 
_ 27. Taxation is confined to the item Customs, and may be taken at 27s. per head, a 
very much lower rate than in either of the other Australian Colonies. 

28. During the past ten years the whole of the receipts accruing from the sale and 
leasing of the waste lands, and 16 per cent over and above, has been appropriated out of 
the Ordinary Revenue, to the prosecution of public works and to immigration purposes. 

29. In fact one-fourth more than the whole sum received from the sale of Crown Lands 
has been devoted during this period to the improvement of the public property, and the 
introduction of labour. 


Loans for Public Works. 


30. The public credit of South Australia stands high in the estimation of the monetary 
.world, the result of caution displayed by the Legislature in restricting the use ot borrowed 
money to the formation of reproductive public works, and in supplement to sums set apart 
from the General Revenue. 

31. Bonds representing the sum of 1,054,700/. have been issued since the first loan was 
contracted in 1854; 187,850/. has been paid off, leaving 866,850/. as the Public Debt. 

32. In addition to considerable sums set apart from the Revenue, 1,028,614/. has 
been expended out of the proceeds of the loans, in the construction of the public works 
for which they were sanctioned, viz., Railways, ‘l'ramways, Waterworks, and Harbour 
Improvements. 

33. Whilst Victoria owes 14l. 7s. 6d., New South Wales 111. 5s. 6d., and Queensland 
132. 10s. per head of population, South Australia is indebted but 61. 3s. 6d. 


Land and its Occupation. 


34. During the year 1863, the area of country and suburban land alienated from the 
Crown amounted to 159,792 acres, against 129,803 acres in the previous year, making a 
total of 2,668,643 acres sold up to the commencement of this year (1864); or 19 acres for 
each individual of the population, against 18°6 in 1863, and more than twice the quantity 
per head in Victoria. a | ae 

35. The proportion ef purchased land under tillage is 20°8 per cent. or 1 in every 5 
acres, comparing favourably with the previous season when it was 19:07 per cent. The 
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additional land in occupation formed. six per cent. on the total area previously alienated 
from the Crown, whilst the increase on ithe area under cultivation is 124 per cent over 
that of last year. 

' 86. The sale of public lands continues to lucrease in a greater ratio than the addition 
to the population, and cultivation has increased at double the rate at which the purchase 
of Jand was augmented. | : 

37. The area of inclosed land on the 31st March 1864, is returned at 2,900,291 acres 
against 2,105,877 acres on 3lst March 1863, no less than 794,414 acres having been 
enclosed during the year. | : 

88. Land under tillage in 1863-4 amounted to 555,968 acres, against 494,511 acres in 

the previous season, an increase of 61,457 acres or 123 per cent. 
_ 89. There are four acres of land under cultivation for each individual of the population 
as compared with 3°65 acres in 1862-3. To show the relative value of these figures, it 
may be stated that in Victoria and New South Wales, the ratio is but four-fifths of an 
acre per head, so that the area of our land under cultivation as compared with our popu- 
lation, is five times greater than in the neighbouring Colonies- 

40. Sixty per cent. of the total land cultivated was under wheat, 335,758 acres being 
reaped, against 320,160 acres in the previous season, an increase of 15,598 acres, or five 
per cent. The wheat harvest produced 4,691,919 bushels against 3,841,824 bushels in the 
preceding season, showing an increase of 850,095 bushels, or 22 per cent. 

41. The cultivation of the vine continues to exhibit marked progress, 1,002 additional 
acres, or one-fourth more being returned this season, making a total of 5,779 acres under 
vines. The plants in bearing number. 3,848,016, or 918,260 additional, those not in 
bearing number 3,316,484, or an increase of 395,543; considerably more than one-half 
of the vines planted are productive. | 

An increase of more than one-fourth also appears in the quantity of wine made, the 
vintage having given 606,365 gallons, against 472,797 gallons the previous season, or 
‘133,568 gallons additional. | | | 
_ 42, About 60,000 square miles of country is in pastoral occupation. The area held 
under 14 years’ leases now current, although there were in addition, upwards of 500 
applications for leases yet unprepared, is 31,192 square miles, the difference between 
which quantity and the above-mentioned area of 60,000 miles is made up of the area of 
the lands held at present only under pastoral claims, and by the unpurchased land in 
counties, amounting to nearly 23,202 square miles. 

43. The returns of live stock show an augmentation in the number of horses, sheep, 
and lambs, but a diminution in the number of horned cattle. | - 

44. The number of horses has increased from 56,251 to 59,008. Of horned cattle 
there is a decrease of 32,176, or from 258,342 head to 226,166 head. 

45. The total increase in the province of sheep and lambs during the vear was 
460,642, or 13} per cent., against an increase of 392,644, or 124 per cent. the year 
before. At the close of the year, 3,891,642 sheep were depastured, as compared with 
3,431,000 at its commencement. | | 

165,267 sheep were exported overland to the neighbouring Colonies during 1863, 
130,000 passing into New South Wales, and 35,267 into Victoria. The number ex- 
ported during the first quarter of the current year, up to which the stock returns are 
made, was 102,415, and the arrivals 43,386, leaving an excess of exports of 59,029 sheep. 

46. The South Australian flocks being free from scab, large purchases have been made 
here for squatters in the adjoining Colonies stocking new country. 


Imports and Exports. 


47. The combined import and export trade amounted in 1863 to 4,387,096/., an 
increase of 10 per cent. The imports amounted to 2,028,279/., and the exports to 
2,145,796/. | 

48. The staple produce of the colony shipped, amounted to over two millions sterling, 
or five-sixths of the total exports, and exceeds the value of goods imported and retained 
for home consumption by 330,538/., or by nearly one-fifth. 

49. The expansion of trade in 1863 was most satisfactory, our commercial relations 
being extended in many directions, but especially with India, Cape of Good Hope, and 
New Zealand. 


Exports of Produce. 


50. The three great staples, wheat, wool, and copper, were shipped in almost equal 
proportions. | _ oy 
2 
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51. Ten years ago our exports of produce amounted to 694+4,422/., they now reach 
2,095,356/. In 1854 they were at the rate of 8/. 6s. 2d. per head, and in 1863 at the 
rate of 15/. per head of the population. 

52. By the Census of 1861 it was ascertained that the number of males of 14 years of 
age and upwards formed one-third of the whole population. ‘Taking this class to 
represent the physical strength of the people, it will be found that South Australia, whilst 
supporting a larger proportion of the dependent classes than in either of the neighbouring 
Colonies, was enabled in 1863 to produce sufficient for its own necessities, and to export 
a surplus, equivalent to 45/. per man; our neighbours, notwithstanding their large pro- 
duction of gold, exporting less than 40/. per man. 


Cereal Produce, 


53. Worth three-quarters of a million was exported during the twelvemonths, an increase 
of — 60,434 tons of wheat and flour were sent away, or 9,432 tons more than 
In 1862. | 

This quantity is double that shipped five years ago, and six-and-a-half times greater 
than it was in 1854. 

South Australia maintains her position as the granary of Australasia, and appears likely 
to continue her pre-eminence in this respect. 


Wool. 


54. The immense development in the production of wool during the past 10 years is 
shown by the fact, that the South Australian clip in 1854 weighed only three-and-a-half 
million pounds; it now weighs over fifteen-and-a-half millions. 

: = doubled itself in the first half of the decade, and doubled itself again in the second 
alf. | 

55. The total number of bales shipped in 1863 was 48,226, an increase of 5,523 
bales ; this is inclusive of 3,238 bales brought down the River Murray and from Western 
Australia. The last clip was of the declared value here of 715,935/. 

56. The average weight of the fleece is 4 lbs., the greater portion being shipped in 
grease; this is equal, if not greater, than the average weight in either New South Wales 
or Victoria, and is double that of Queensland, 


Minerals. 


57. The mines of South Australia have yielded during the last 10 years about 
4,000,000/. sterling; at the present time the annual production is over 540,000/. sterling. 

Nearly all the copper is shipped in the refined state, smelting operations being con- 
ducted on a very large scale within the Colony. 96,039 cwts. were sent away in 1863, an 
increase of 10,167 cwts. on the previous year’s shipment. 

Nearly one-half of the fine copper is taken by India. 


Miscellaneous Products. 


58. A variety of raw and manufactured products are exported besides the three great 
staples, amounting in 1863, to the value of 89,9122. sterling. 

59. Some of the items are small at present, but their existence indicates a desire to 
husband our resources, and the growth of new industries hereafter to add materially to 
the wealth of the colonists. 

60. The most important amongst the new exports is the shipment of South Australian 
wine, amounting to 27,705 gallons, against 20,574 gallons in the previous year; the 
demand for home consumption and for stock is so large that the quantity shipped away 
forms but a very small per-centage on the annual production of our vineyards, about 
600,000 gallons. 


River Murray Trade. 


61. The trade of the River Murray, although in its infancy, is steadily increasing, and 
is likely to extend very greatly, as the immense pastoral country, intersected by navigable 
streams opened to commerce by South Australian enterprise for a distance of over 4,000 
miles, becomes settled and stocked with the flocks now rapidly being placed on their 
banks and in the back-country. - 

62. In 1863 the trade amounted to 142,602/., against 115,769 in 1862; the number of 
clearances (steamers) from the Goolwa was 19 of 3,372 tons. 
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Shipping. 


63. Four hundred and forty vessels arrived in South Australian ports in 1863, of 
a total capacity of 127,667 tons, an increase of 66 ships, and in tonnage one-fifth. 

64. We despatched 446 vessels to 15 different countries, providing all but 7 per cent. 
with cargoes, the arrivals in ballast being 10 per cent. 

65. The chief increase has been with the neighbouring Colonies; the export. of cereals 
alone, about 1,200 tons weekly, providing freight for a Jarge fleet of vessels. 

66. Besides Port Adelaide there are seven other ports on the coast from which vessels 
depart for other countries. 

67. Eighty vessels, of which 11 are steamers, belong to the Port of Adelaide; their 
registered tonnage is 9,386 tons. 


Internal Communication. 


68. The railway traffic returns exhibit satisfactory progress. Since the line from the 
Port to Kapunda, 57 miles in length, was compieted (in 1860), the receipts (after de- 
ducting goods agency) have increased from 55,000l. to 70,000/. per annum. 

The expenditure was, in 1860, 78 per cent., and last year 74 per cent. of the revenue. 

69. Twenty-two miles of main road were finished in 1863, making the total length of 
macadamised main road completed to the close of 1863, 258 miles, of which 220 have 
been formed during the last 10 years: 

70. The amount defrayed from the General Revenue in their construction and main- 
tenance being 754,324/. 

71. In addition, about 350,000/. has been spent by local bodies in improving district 
roads since 1857, the amount being raised by local rates supplemented from the General 
Revenue. 


Post Office and Telegraph. 


72. There are 189 post offices, of which 12 were opened in 1863. 

The length of mail routes was extended from 2,571 to 2,882 miles. 

The additional accommodation provided can best be estimated by a statement of the 
mileage travelled, this having increased from 553,800 to 657,772 miles. The post office 
income (19,019/.) in 1863, nearly equalled the expenses ( 19,6947.) 

73. Forty money order offices in connexion with the postal and telegraph departments 
are in correspondence with the offices in the United Kingdom, and with 171 offices in the 
nejghbouring Colonies. 

74. ‘The cost of English mail subsidy is not included in the above expenditure, neither 
is the large sum for “ King George’s Sound Branch Service,” about 15,000/. per annum, 
paid by this Colony in order to secure the advantages of its geographical position ; 
advantages shared by the other Australian Colonies in the regular receipt of European 
news 48 hours sooner, and by at least one day’s later transmission of Australian intelli- 
gence. 

75. Telegraph stations number 38, and there are 1,064 miles of wire in operation. 

86,411 messages were transmitted during the year, an increase of about one-seventh. 

76. Great as are the local advantages attaching to the speediest possible communication, 
the importance of the telegraph in a national point of view is greatly augmented by the 
circumstance that our neighbours are afforded at least 48 hours earlier communication 
with Europe and the East, and that by means of the chain of telegraph wire extending 
for 5,521 miles throughout this and the neighbouring Colonies, 175 towns, of which 4 are 
capitals, and 25 are seaports, are placed in telegraphic communication with each other, 
all having been accomplished in the short space of eight years. 

77. Between Port Denison in Queensland, and Port Augusta in South Australia, daily 
meteorological observations will be interchanged, and the movements of shipping on a 
coast line embracing 2,500 miles in extent, will shortly be simultaneously known in nearly 
every centre of population in the four Provinces. 


I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Edward Cardwell, M.P. (Signed) D. DALY, 
&c. &c. &c. Governor. 
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REPORT to the Honourable Henry Ayres, M.L.C., Chief Secretary, &c. &c. &c. 


| | Chief Secretary's Office, Adelaide, 

: August 31, 1864. 
I nave the honour to present the “ Statistical Register of South Australia, for 
the year ended December 31, 1863,” and, for the information of his Excellency the 
Governor-in-Chief, to make the followimg Report. 

In the subjoined paragraphs I shall endeavour to bring succinctly to public view, the 
chief results obtainable from a careful examination of the accompanying tables, which, 
in themselves, afford minute detailed information on almost every subject where reliable 
statistics can be gathered. | . 

Availing myself of the means thereby offered for measuring the rate of our progression 
with that of other communities in nearly similar circumstances, I shall show comparisons 
with the statistics of other Colonies, where they can be usefully instituted, thus placing 
the reader in a more favourable position for judging of the relative advancement of the 
Province in social progress and material wealth. 


SIR, 


Population. 


Upon the subject of population nothing satisfactory can be said; in every other 
direction, evidence of progress is apparent. In twelve months, the inhabitants of this 
Province have increased three and three-quarters per cent.; and, of this trifling addition, 
there is but one new comer in every hundred residents ; the other two and three-quarters 
is made up.by the excess of births over deaths. The actual figures are, 1,342 persons of 
the former, and 3,745 of the latter, making a total of 5,087 souls, of either sex, in nearly 
equal proportion. ~ | | 


* 











| Females. Persons. 
Population on the Ist January 1863 - - + = — =| 69,608 | 65,721 | 135,329 
ae ee ere ie of vuamugrauon ote eee (by 663 679 1,342 
Increase by excess of births over deaths up to 3lst December 1863 - 1,838 1,907 3.745 | 
Total on 3lst December 1863 = - - ° : 72,109 68,307 140,416 
_ Increase in 1863 . ee - =| 2,501 2,586 5,087 





' Although the above statement makes the population on 3lst December 1863 consist 
of 140,416 persons, the number may now be estimated at 145,000 persons—non-registra- 
tion and overland migration affecting the returns, which can only be corrected by the 
quinquennial census. During the two years and nine months passed since the last 
census, our population has increased one-tenth ; while that of Queensland, the youngest 
Australian Colony, during the same time, has more than doubled its strength, and, by 
immigration, has gained 11 new arrivals, where we have added one from outward 


sources. 


Births, Marriages, and Deaths. 


During the year 1863, the number of births registered was 5,966, or 109 less than in 
the preceding year; of these, 3,018 were males, and 2,948 females. The proportion 
of births was 44-09 per 1,000 of the population; in England it was 37° by the latest 
returns. 

The mortality during the past year was greater than that in the two previous years, but 
less than in 1860, notwithstanding the increased population—the total number of deaths 
being 2,221, against 1,918 the year before; the deaths of males being 1,180, and of 
iiales 1,041. The mortality in this Colony was at the rate of 16°4 in 1,000 persons ; 
the rate in England being about 25°4 per 1,000. Among children, 1,034 died under two 
years of age, against 1,028 in 1862, forming 46°5 per cent. of the whole mortality ; a 
reduction of 6°5 per cent. on the rate of infantile mortality in the previous year. 

The additional deaths are, therefore, to be found distributed over the ages above 
infancy ; and it will be found that out of the total increase of the year, viz., 303 deaths, 
157, or more than one-half, were deaths of children betwen two and five years of age. 

The natural increase of population by the births exceeding the deaths was 3,745 
persons, or at the rate of 27 7 per 1,000 persons living at the commencement of the 
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year. In 1862 the augmentation was at the rate of 31-in a thousand. The rate of 
mcrease is of course much higher than in England, where it is but 11°6 per 1000; and a 
favourable comparison can be made with the returns of the neighbouring Colonies, for 
we find in New South Wales a natural increase of 24°, in Victoria of 26°, and in 
Queensland of 21°, to each thousand of the population. 

Eleven hundred and fifty-two marriages were celebrated, against 1,189 in the previous . 
year, & decrease of 37—but a little above the average of the preceding five years. 


Immigration and Emigration. 


During the year 1863 the total arrivals by sea numbered 4, 234 souls, id the dig, 
partures 2,892; making an addition to the population of 1,342 persons, against an 
increase of 545 persons in the previous year. Small as this increase appears it is yet 
larger than in either of the four years preceding, the addition to the population in 
those years by immigration only averaging 571 persons per annum. 

Four Government immigrant vessels arrived during the year, landing 1,499 souls— 
811 males and 683 females; of whom 980 wert of English, 252 Scotch, and 267 of Irish 
nationality. In 1862 but two immigrant ships arrived, bringing 611 souls, Government 
immigration having only been resumed in October of that year. 

From the United Kingdom 1,765 persons arrived, and 148 departed thereto, against 
972 and 256 persons respectively the year before. From British Colonies 2,417 persons 
arrived ; and 2,744 persons, or 2327 in excess, left for those places any for New 
Zealand and Melbourné. The arrivals from F oreign States numbered 52 ; there were no. 
departures direct. 

During the last ten years the excess of arrivals over departures - been 37,850 
persons; and the number of assisted immigrants during the like period 37,504 persons. 
In the first half of that decade, 1854-58, the addition to the population by immigra- 
tion amounted to 34,223 souls,— the number of Government immigrants being 32,390. 
In the last half, 1859-63, only 3,627 persons were added to the community, although 
5,114 persons were introduced at the public expense. In the former quinquennial period, 
641, 388/. were expended by Government for immigration purposes ; and 114,786/. in the 
latter. Recent legislation providing that one third of the proceeds of the sales of Waste 
Lands shall be devoted to immigration; and the remainder to public works, whilst 
Insuring the introduction of suitable labour, will doubtless operate to encourage the 
influx of a healthy stream of colonists of a superior class, enable the profitable employ- 
ment of capital, and furnish the Colony’s chief requirement—a population somewhat 
commensurate with the extent of its resources. 


Public Worship. 


During 1863 twenty-one new places of worship were opened, providing additional 
accommodation for 3,997 persons, making the total number of churches and chapels to 
be 431, capable of seating 76,813 persons. Besides the above, 170 rooms were used for 
religious worship, with accommodation for 7,065 persons. 

“Lhe aggregate number of places of worship used during the past year was 601, with 
83,878 sittings, sufficient to accommodate at one time three-fifths of the population, or 
every man, woman, and child of fourteen years of age and upwards. There 1 is one place 
of worship to every 233 persons. 

The following figures show the progress made during the three past years : 














ie. : 1861, 1862, 1863. 
Number of churches or chapels - 374 410 431 
ee sittings in ditto - - 65,056 72,816 76,813 
» | Yooms used, &c. =" = 17 172 170 
‘ Bittings in ditto - - 5,679 5,800 7,065 - 
Total number of places of worship - 546 582 601 


p08 sittings provided - 70,735 | 78,616 83,878 . 





Three hundred and sixty Sunday-echool ‘are returned, at which 21,799 scholars 
attended, or more than half the children between five and fifteen years of age. The 
number of Sunday-school teachers has increased by 177, being 3,017,—1,532 males and 
1,485 females; thus giving one teacher for every seven scholars. : 
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Education. 


The Central Board of Education furnish returns showing the progress of the licensed 
schools conducted under their supervision. During 1863, twenty additional schools were 
licensed, an increase of nine per cent. on the previous year, and making the total number 
to be 247; of which, 24 are in the City, 14 in other municipalities, and 209 in the 
country districts; presided over by 164 schoolmasters, and 83 schoolmistresses. 

There were 11,769 scholars on the roll, 6,510 boys, and 5,259 girls,—an increase of 352, 
or only three per cent. over the number of the previous year, attributed to the prevalence 
of an epidemic greatly affecting the attendance of the children, the average of which 
was 9,119 scholars ; 47°7 was the average number on the roll of each school, and 37 the 
averave attendance ; the per-centage of attendants to the number on the roll being 77°5, 
or a little less than in 1862. 

_ Of the children in attendance, 55°3 per cent. were boys, and 44° 7 per cent. were girls ; 
against 53°7 boys and 46:3 girls respectively. 

The City schools averaged 65:2, the schools in other corporate towns 69:9, and 
the country schools 44-1 scholars, respectively. It is stated that the ages of the scholars 
at school in October last—the season of the year most favourable for the attendance of 
the elder children—differs but little from those of the preceding year, taken at nearly a 
like period. 

To the whole number of scholars attending, children of six years of age and under 
formed 36°7 per cent ; of seven to ten years inclusive, 42°6 per cent.; of eleven and 
twelve years, 14°5 per cent.; and of thirteen years of age and upwards, only 6°2 per 
cent., and of these about two-thirds were girls. : 

It is further stated, that from calculations based chiefly on the Census of 1861 the 
aggregate attendance at schools of all classes is about 18,200, or one for every 7°7 of 
the population. 

Five additional district schoolhouses were erected and completed during 1863, making 
a total of 52. To aid their erection, Government has granted 9,803/. 16s. 4d. in supple- 
menting private subscriptions. 

The customary financial returns are appended, which gives the expenditure of the 
Board for the year at 12,118/. in teachers stipends; and the aggregate amount received 
as fees by the teachers from the parents of the children, at 12,010/.; the total average 
cost of each child’s education, during the twelve months, being returned as forty-one 
shillings per head. 


Crime. 


At the present juncture it is desirable to enter more fully than usual into the circum- 
stances shown to exist by the criminal records of the Province. Although suffering 
indirectly from the transportation of offenders to a neighbouring Colony, this is the only 
community that has to some extent escaped the mischief wrought upon the Australian 
colonies by their being made the receptacle for the felonry of the Mother Country: The 
exclusion of convictism being one of the main conditions of the founding of the Colony, 
it is not surprising that the absence of the greater evil is strongly marked by the small 
amount of criminality existing in South Australia as compared with the state of society 
presented in the,older Australian Colonies. 

With the view of comparison with the statistics of New South Wales and Victoria, 
the number of commitments for trial is taken as the basis of the calculation. ‘The 
following figures show, for each of the past five years, the population, the number of 
commitments to the Supreme Court for trial by a jury, the number of commitments to 
the Local Courts, the total commitments for trial, and the ratio per thousand persons. 























Commitments. | Ratio. 
Year. Population; Ee 
To Supreme | To Loca 
care Carta Total. Per 1,000 Or 
1859 - - 122.735 168 113 281 2:289 1 in 437 
1860 - - 124,112 145 98 243 1°958 1 in 510 
1861 - - 126,830 125 120 245 1°932 1 in 522 
1862 = - - 135,329 117 90 207 1°529 1 in 654 
1863 - . - 140,416 125 74 199 1°388 1 in 706 
Mean of Five Years - 1°819 1 in 566 





The number of convictions in the Supreme Court average fifty-six per cent. of the 
commitments during the above period, 
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The above table exhibits a very important diminution in the amount of crime. Five 
years ago the committals amounted to 281, or 1 in 437 persons; last year they amounted 
to 199, or 1 in 706 —— and it will be observed that the reduction has been gradual 
and continuous, and does not appear to be the result of exceptional circumstances. It 
may be stated also, that the rate for the two past years is lower than the average rate in 
England. 

More interest attaches to a comparison with the state of things existing in the neigh- 
bouring Colonies, for we find that the commitments per thousand persons, as shown by 
the latest statistics, are i 

New South Wales, 1858-62 - - 2°317, or 1 in 433 persons 


Victoria, 1859-62 - - - - - 2-398, or 1 in 423 7 


South Australia, 1859-63 - - - 1-819, or 1 in 566 ‘ 


In other words, there is one-third less crime in South Australia than in the two other 
Colonies. 3 

With respect to the nature of crime a stil] more favourable comparison could be drawn, 
serious offences being comparatively unknown in this Colony ; for instance, out of 680 
convictions in the Supreme Court during the past ten years, 102 only were felonious 
offences against the person, or 10 per annum. In the same period but 3 white persons 
suffered the extreme penalty of the law. 

With reference to the number of persons apprehended by the police, it is curious to 
notice that the number taken into custody in New South Wales and Victoria is about 
1 in every 19 persons, here it is but 1 in 70, on an average of years. 

The conclusions to ‘be drawn from the foregoing facts, are unmistakeable ; it is not, 
however, within the scope of my duties to make them. 


Charitable Institutions. 


During 1863, 964 patients were admitted into the Adelaide Hospital, and the whole 
number of cases treated was 1,083, against 842 in 1862. Of these 89 terminated fatally, 
and 894 patients were discharged cured or relieved, leaving 100 on the books of the 
establishment at the close of the year,—a less number by 19 than at its commencement. 
The daily average number of patients in the hospital during 1863 was 113,—70 males 
and 43 females,—against 106 in the preceding year. 

On the 31st December last there were 191 inmates of the Lunatic Asylum,—an addition 
of 14 during the twelve months. The total number treated was 260; 83 fresh patients 
being admitted during the period,—55 males and 28 females. 49 patients were discharged 
—38 cured and 11 relieved; and 20 deaths occurred ; leaving 110 male, and 81 female 
inmates. The daily average number of patients was 105 males and 78 females, as com- 
pared with 97 males and 73 females in the previous year. 

In-door relief was afforded at the Destitute Asylum to the aged and infirm, sick 
persons, and deserted children, to the average number of 129 (or 13 more than in the 
year before),—68 males and 61 females, nearly half the number being children. Out- 
door relief was administered to 425 persons throughout the country (against 347 reci- 
pients in 1862); 28 adult males being among the number on sick certificate, and 26 adult 
females, the remaining 371 recipients being children, the support of whom devolves on 
the Government, either through the death of the husband, but more frequently by his 
desertion. 

The expenditure on these institutions, wholly by Government, amounted in 1863 to 
15,888/. 3s. 3d., against 14,336/. 5s. 4d. in the year preceding, distributed as follows :— 
Medical and Hospital, 6,316. 8s. ; Lunatic Asylum, 4,663/. 17s. 5d.; and 4,907. 17s. 10d. 
for relief of the destitute poor. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


The Revenue for 1863 amounted to 631,700/., against 548,709/. in the previous year, 
an increase of fifteen per cent.; the expenditure in either year was 635,205/. and 579,381. 
respectively. The Bulan Revenue amounted to 394,538/., and the Land Fund 
to 237,162/. Taxation being confined to the item Customs Duties,—all other sources 
of Revenue being in the shape of payments to the State for services directly rendered, 
or for value received,—it may be confidently put forth that we are the least taxed people 
in Australia. 

During 1863 the Customs receipts amounted to 156,244/.; but the ad valorem duties 
taken off in 1860 were only re-imposed in June 1863; therefore to make a fair estimate, 
190,000/. per annum (187,638/. Customs — were received during the twelve months 
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ending 30th June 1864) must be taken as the amount paid in taxation by the colonists 
—a sum equivalent to 1/. 7s. per head. | 7 

_- By the latest’ returns the rate in‘ New South Wales was 1/. 15s. 3d. per head; in 
Victoria 2/. 5s. 3d. per head ;_and-in Queensland 2/. 6s. 4d. per head. 

There is another point ‘relating to Governmental Revenue and Expenditure which 
demands comment, and one alluded to in my last Report; viz., the misconception that 
has existed on the important question whether the capital of the Colony,—that is, the 
receipts accruing from the sale and leasing of the Waste Lands,—has been devoted fairly 
to the purposes orignally imtended, viz., the prosecution of Public Works and the 
promotion of immigration. I showed then that the whole of the capital thus raised, 
and six per cent. of the Ordinary Revenue besides, had, during the ten years ending 
with 1862, been appropriated to the improvement of the public] property and to the 
introduction of labour. The following is a similar statement for the decennial period 
ending with 1863: 





ay ar | i £ 8 ad. 
To defray the cost of Public Works - - - - 1,679,034 12 3 
_ interest and redemption of loans for Public Works - 540,204 18 O 

» immigration o - - - - 756,175 13 2 » 
Total expenditure on Public Works and Immigration - 2,975,415 3. 5 
Amount of Land Fund receipts - - - - 2,552,203 4 9 
Deficiency of Land Fund receipts’ - - £423,211 18 §& 


From which it will be seen that no less than sixteen per cent. over and above the Land 


Fund receipts has been set apart from the Ordinary Revenue for those purposes; the 
departmental charges connected with the Crown Lands, Public Works, and Immigration 
being defrayed from the latter source. -The land sales amounted during the same period to 
not more than three-fourths of the total expenditure on Public Works and Immigration. 
Under provisions of Act No. 17. of 1862, one-third of the land sales is appropriated to 


the introduction of emigrants from the United Kingdom, and two-thirds to the prosecution 


of Public Works. 7 


Loans for Public Works. 


The Public Debt of South Australia, incurred solely for the formation of rep:oductive 
works, and supplemented from the General Revenue, at the close of 1863 amounted to 
866,850/. sterling. Bonds representing the sum of 1,054,700/. have been issued since 
the first loan was contracted in 1854; 187,850/. has been paid off, leaving unredeemed the 

In addition to considerable sums set apart from the Revenue, 1,028,614/. has been 
expended out of the proceeds of the loans, in the construction of the Public Works fo1 
which they were sanctioned, viz., Railways, Tramways, Waterworks, and Harbour Improve 
ments. Whilst Victoria owes 14/. 7s. 6d. per head of her population, New South Wales 
11/. 5s. 6d. per head, and Queensland 13/. 10s. per head, South Australia is indebted 
but 6/. 3s. 6d. for each individual of the community. 


Banking. 


In 1863 four Banks carried on business in Adelaide, having branches in the most im- 
portant towns throughout the country. By recent legislation they are required to 
furnish statements of their average liabilities and assets to an uniform date, admitting of 
half-yearly comparisons. The following are the aggregate returus for the three half years 
ending 31st December 1861, 1862, and 1863 respectively : 





LIABILITIES. 
1861. 1862. 1863. 
£ s. d. £ s. d £ s. d. 
Notes in circulation - 2 - - 238,223 8 7 228,766 7 8 232,481 18 9 
Bills in circulation - ° - - 9,020 3 3 «94851 7 4 7,832 7 8 
Balance due to other banks - - - 33,705 14 11 17,171 12 8 24,904 5 0 
Deposits = - - - - 743,737 10 5 703,035 11 3 787,104 2 11 

















Total average liabilities “ 1,024,686 17 2 958,824 18 11 | 1,052,322 14 4 


i a ti 
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ASSETS. - 










1861. 1862. 1863. 





£ s. d. £ s. ad. 


: £ s. d. 
Coin and bullion - - - - - 338,255 19 11 270,433 138 7 326,875 11 8 
Government securities - - - | 4,600 0 O 4,600 0 0O 4,600 @ 0 
Landed property and bank premises - - 52,534 8 10 56,461 1 11 55,185 11 10 
Notes and bills of other banks - - - 12,824 12 3 9,268 15 2 7,170 3 10 
Balances due from other banks — - - - 28,651 6 1 47,244 0 0 82,561 5 9 
Notes and bills discounted, and other debts due to | 


banks not enumerated’ - - - 1,432,201 18 8 | 1,542,906 19 0O 


1,603,564 12 11 





Total average assets - - - | 1,869,068 5 4 | 1,930,914 9 8 >» 2,079,957 6 0 





Further Returns, connected with Exchange, Currency, &c., will be found in their proper 
places. ; 


Savings Bank. 


Great as has been the prosperity of this admirable Institution the Returns under review 
exhibit even more marked progress than those of former years, and afford evidence of 
increased well-doing and thrift amongst the industrial population. The following more 
important items of the Returns for the past five years show how large are its operations, 
and how greatly its benefits are availed of : 





| 1859 1860 1861 1862 1863 
New accounts opened (number) - - 706 893 1,081 1,264 1,440 
Increase in depositors (number) - - 271 367 681 629 834 
£ £ £ £ £ 
Amount deposited - - > - 39,430 52,293 65,373 79,482 91,783 
» Withdrawn - - - - 34,906 38,168 37,627 54,495 63,393 
»» depositors’ balances - - - 71,895 88,889 121,414 152,663 189,143 
» reserve funds _- - - 7,550 9,126 10,175 10,842 12,062 
» total funds - . - - 79,445 99,016 131,590 163,506 | 201,205 





The Depositors’ Balances are secured upon loans on mortgage, amounting to 127,611/., 
in Government Securities of the value of 11,600/., and by bank deposits. 
Five per cent. per annum is the rate of interest allowed to depositors. 


Imports and Exports. 


During 1863 the combined import and export trade of the Colony amounted to 
4,387,G96/. against 3,966,452/. in the previous year, showing an increase of 420,6441., or 
over ten per cent. The value of goods imported amounted to 2,028,279/., and of the 
exports to 2,358,817/. ‘The imports of 1862 amounted to 1,820,656/., and the exports 
to 2,145,796/., showing an increase in the past year’s imports of 207,623/., and in the 
years exports of 213,021/. _ aes Bb eee 

The value of the goods retained for home consumption reached 1,764,818/., as against 
1,595,347/. the year before; the value of the imports re-exported being 263,461/. as 
against 225,309/. in the respective periods. : 7 

Staple produce formed five-sixths of our exports, amounting ‘to over two millions 
sterling ; the annual increase for 1863, being 174,869/., or more than double the increase 
of the year previous. ‘The produce of the Colony shipped (2,095,356/.) exceeded the 
imports retained for home use (1,764,818/.) by 330,538/., or by nearly twenty per cent. 

Our trade with the United Kingdom was slightly in excess of the preceding year, 
amounting to 2,113,586/., of which imports formed 1,177,706/., and exports’ 935,880/., 
the former exceeding the latter by 241,826/. ‘Taking into account the large shipment to 
Great Britain vid Melbourne, the balance of trade with the Mother Country is in favour 
of this Colony. | | : | | | ? : 

Trade with Victoria reached within a few pounds of one million sterling; our exports 
being 558,001/., only 1,579/. more than in the previous year, whilst our imports thence 
have risen from 198,274/. to 441,927/.; our shipments, however, exceeding the value of 
goods received by 116,074/. The imports from Victoria include coin of the value of 
125,000/.; the balance retained in the Colony was 55,000/., seventy thousand sovereigns 
appearing in the list of exports. a aks, -. os 
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New South Wales is our next best customer, taking produce to the value of 337,4781., 
as compared with 523,994/. in 1862, we taking goods to the extent of 146,5834/., as 
against 129,798/. in the preceding year ; showing the balance of trade with this Colony 
to be 190,895/. sterling. 

The New Zealand trade has more than doubled, taking from us produce worth 
153;062/., against 72,870/. in 1862, and 20,801/. in the preceding year ‘Trade has also 
increased with Queensland and Western Australia, the former Colony receiving from us 
31,6791. worth of goods, against 20,264/. in 1862, and with the latter increasing from 
13,1787. to 18,0342. Tasmania supplied us with 19,234/. worth of timber, as against 
23,6317. in the previous year; taking, inreturn, goods to the value of only 2,640/. 

With Mauritius, trade was less active, amounting to 144,230/., as compared with 
165,607/. in 1862; our exports thence being reduced from 40,633/. to 27,6642. On the 
other hand, a very important addition has been made to our commercial relations with 
India, in the extension of the trade in copper. In 1861 our exports to India were only 
33,858/. ; in 1862 they advanced to 145,645/.; and during the past year they reached 
208,000/.; the imports thence being 20,4141. 

Again, with the Cape Colony, an extended outlet for our products has been opened, 
our exports thence being respectively, in 1863, 81,406/., (only 5,161/. imports being 
returned) ; in 1862, 20,446/.; and in 1861, 2,706/. only. , 

From Foreign Countries we received goods to the value of 81,504/., amongst which 
45,9831. worth came from China, and 22,505/. value from Sweden. Our exports to 
Foreign Countries amounted to 4,973/. only, viz., 3,540/. to the Brazils, and 1,433/. to 
Batavia, both being experimental shipments of breadstuffs. 

Further particulars illustrative of the direction in which our trade and commerce are 
fe poe expanding will be found in the usual! detailed tables appended by the Collector 
of Customs. 


Exports, the Produce of the Colony. 


Adopting a similar method to that pursued in former years in exhibiting the develop- 
ment of Colonial industry, as shown in the exports of South Australian produce, I append 
a series of tables, showing the operations at the commencement, middle, and close of the 
past decade, the aggregate exports in quinquennial periods, and the average annual 
transactions In such periods, from which may be gathered a fair statement of the progress 
made, and comparisons be instituted unaffected by exceptional circumstances. 

The total exports of produce and of each of the great staples in the years 1854, 1858, 
and 1863, the shipments in the five years ended 1858 and 1863 respectively, with the 
average annual exports during those periods, and the proportion which the shipments of 
agricultural, pastoral, and mineral products bore to the whole value of produce exported, 
are shown in the next table :— 


Of which Exports. 


Total Exports 
erie: Ob ECan: Breadstuffs, Wool Copper and | Miscellaneous 
Grain, &c. other Minerals. Products. 
£ £ £ £ £ 
In the year 1854 - - = 694,422 316,217 182,419 94,831 100,955 
- 1858 - : 1,355,041 525,398 420,833 373,282 35,528 
i 1863 - - - | 2,095,356 747,116 715,935 542,393 89,912 
Total in five years, 1854-58 - 5,878,967 2,390,226 1,803,414 1,490,551 194,776 
99 1859-63 - 8,932,973 3,146,513 3,032,557 2,399,739 354,164 
Average of five years, 1854-58 - 1,175,793 478,045 360,683 298,110 38,955 
- 1859-63 - | 1,786,595 629,303 606,511 479,948 70,833 
Rate per cent. of average exports 
of 1854-58 - - ” 100- 40-6 30-7 25:4 3°3 
Rate per cent. of average exports 
of 1859-63 - - - 100: 35°92 33°9 27-0 3°9 





In the five years ending 1863, staple produce was exported to the value of nearly 
nine millions sterling (8,932,973/.), against 5,878,967/. in the previous quinquennial 
period ; or, in round numbers, the yearly shipments of produce averaged in the former 
period eighteen hundred thousand pounds sterling, as compared with twelve hundred 
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thousand pounds in the latter period—an increase of fifty per cent. ‘Ten years ago our Sours. 
total exports of produce amounted to 694,422/,, they now reach over two millions AvstRatia. 
sterling. In 1854 they were at the rate of 8/. 6s. 2d. per head, and in 1863 at the rate —— 
of 15/. per head of the population. 

It will be interesting to compare this result with those attained by our neighbours, 
as shown in the latest statistics, bearmg in mind the large production of gold in two of 
those Colonies. 

New South Wales exported oy sea, and overland, produce at the rate of 15/. 17s. 
per head of her population—one-halfin the shape of gold. Victoria exported 17/. 12s. 6d. 
per head, of which two-thirds were gold. Queensland exported 14/. per head, and South 
Australia 15/. per head; the formers chief product being wool, amounting to nine-tenths 
of the whole, and this Colony’s productions consisting of about equal ‘proportions of 
wheat, wool, and copper. | 

By the census of 1861, it was ascertained that the number of males of fourteen years of 
age and upwards formed one-third of the whole population. Taking this class to represent 
the physical strength of the people, it will be found that South Australia, whilst sup- 
porting a larger proportion of the dependent classes than in either of the neighbouring 
Colonies, was enabled in 1863 to produce sufiicient for its own necessities, and to export 
a surplus, equivalent to forty-five pounds per man; our neighbours, notwithstanding 
their large production of gold, exporting less than forty pounds per man. 

The proportion in which the three great industries, the ieutueal, the pastoral, and 
the mining, contribute to the national wealth, as represented in the amount of produce 
exported, has become nearly equalized. The sheep-farmer is rapidly overtaking the 
agriculturist, whilst the miner is steadily advancing. Comparing the average annual 
exports of each class for the five years 1854-58 with those of 1859-63, it will be observed 
that agricultural produce gave forty and thirty-five per cent., wool gave thirty and 
thirty-four per cent., and copper twenty-five and twenty-seven per cent. respectively of 
the yearly shipments im either period. It is no less singular than important, and it 
augurs well for the future, that the three great staples of South Australia—wheat, wool, 
and copper—should be produced in proportions so nearly equal. 


Breadstuffs, Grain, &c. 


Cereal produce was exported during 1863, of the value of 747,116/., an increase of 
113,875/. upon the previous year. ‘The total value of the shipments during the past 
ten years amounts to over five and one-half millions sterling. Taking flour and wheat 
together, the shipments of last year doubled those of five years ago, and were six and 
one-half times greater than in 1854. The quantity exported in 1863 was 60,434 tons, 
or 9,342 tons more than in the preceding year, 39,722 tons being shipped in the shape of 
flour, and the remainder in grain, 932,272 bushels. In 1862, 35,004 tons of flour and 
690,960 bushels of wheat were exported. Owing to the demand in the neighbouring 
Colonies for mixing purposes, the quantity of wheat sent away during the last five years 
has increased four and a half times over the shipments in the previous quinquennial 
period ; whilst the additional quantity of flour for the same period is sixty-two per cent. 
The following table affords the necessary particulars : 





Total in Flour, 

















; B d 
Period. Flour. Wheat. at 45 bushels Pollard. 
to ton. 
Tons. Bushels. Tons. Tons. 

In the year 1854 _ - - ° ° - 7,771 57,744 9,054 3,364 
a 1858 =. ° - 22,982 287,152 29,363 4,931 

. 1863 ‘ : : ; 39,722 932,272 60,434 7,381 
Total in five years, 1854-58 “ = - 91,987 622,800 105,827 19,785 
” 1859-63 = = - 148,853 2,835,112 211,855 26,589 
Average of five years, 1854—58 - - - 18,397 124,560 21,165 3,957 
. 1859-63 - - - 29,770 567,022 42,371 5,317 





New South Wales continues the largest customer for both wheat and flour, taking 
47,373 quarters of the former and 13,772 tons of the latter. Victoria took less flour, but 
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nearly forty per cent. more wheat, than in the year before,—the quantities being 9,392 tons 
and 25,061 quarters respectively. = = = © «© .°  ° , os 7 ; 

For the New Zealand market, 8,075..tons flour (against 1,972 tons), and 16,651 
quarters of wheat, were shipped. Very large increases also appear in the shipments to 
the Cape; 3,655 tons of flour against 1,365 tons, and.21,061 quarters of wheat .as against 
2,300 quarters, in 1862. Queensland, Mauritius, Western Australia, Brazil, Batavia, and 
India have all received supplies in increased quantities; but to Great Britain only 171 
tons of flour and 190 quarters of wheat were sent, as against 3,607 tons and 6,303 
quarters in 1862; South Australia having fortunately had nearer and more profitable 
markets to supply, although her surplus produce was augmented one-fifth. 


oO ~ Wool. 


During 1863 the number of bales of wool shipped was 48,226, an addition of 5,523 
bales. ‘The weight of the whole amounted:to 16,568,979 lbs., against 14,497,244 Ibs. in 
the previous year, the declared values being 776,545/. and 710,239/. respectively. ‘These 
quantities and values, however, include wool received vid River. Murray, and from Western 
Australia, and re-shipped, viz. 3,238 bales, weighing 1,002,192 lbs., which being deducted 
from the total shipment leaves the South Australian clip as 44,988 bales, weighing 
15,566,787 lbs., an increase of 2,337,778 lbs. on the clip of the previous season, or at the 
rate of eighteen per cent., and of the declared value of 715,935/., exactly one-third of 
our total exports of produce. : 7 | 

The immense development in the production of wool during the past ten years is 
shown in the following statement. In the first half of that period the produce—in 1854 
only 3,463,760 lbs.—doubled itself, and in the last half doubled itself again, the pro- 
duction in 1863 being, as above stated, 15,566,787 lbs. | | 











Period. Quantity. Value. 

lbs. £ s. d. 
In the year 1854 ° : - : -_ - 3,463,760 182,419 O O 
1858 —i« : . : ee er 7,775,225 420,833 0 0 
1863 ‘ : : : : : 15,566,787 715,935 0 0 
Total in five years, 1854-58 - - - - 34,760,580 1,803,414 0 O 
99 1859-63 7 - = = = 63, 188,273 3,302,557 O 0 

Average of five years, 1854-58 = - - - - = 6,952,116 360,683 — 
1859-63 - - - - 12,637,654 606,511 O O 
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During the past three years, wool has been shipped from each of the following ports 
in the proportions stated :— | 


= ee 





















































1861. 1862. 1863. 

a lbs. Ibs. lbs. 
From Port Adelaide - - - : - 6,662,020 7,162,032 7,321,137 
Port Wakefield . - - - - = 2,285,269 2,041,550 2,799,000 
Port Robe é : : - - 876,660 1,758,980 1,218,400 
Port Augusta : 2 = - . 3,335,442 2,180,354 4,128,641 
Port MacDonnell - - - - * §,000° ' 42,593 39,309 
Port Wallaroo - os. - - - — - 43,500 60,300 
Total Export of South Australian Woo : 13,164,391 13,229,009 | 15,566,787 
Produce of other Colonies - - - 1,464,612 1,268,235 1,002,192 
Total Shipment (Ibs.) - : - | 14,629,003 | 14,497,244 | 16,568,979 
. Total Shipment (bales) - : : 38,396 42,703 "48,296 

‘ | 7 | * qd + £ : £ £ 
Total Value of South Australian Wool ° ' 623,007 635,270 715,935 
Total Value of other Wool = = - tw 72,398 | - 74,969 60,610 
Total Value - ee 695,405 710,239 | 776,545 


. i : « 
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Taking the whole number (3,891,642) of sheep and lambs depasturing in the past 
year to have been shorn, the clip of South Australian wool gave an average of four 
pounds weight to the fleece. : The shipment of ‘Queensland. wool averaged in the same 
year less than two pounds per fleece. In New South Wales and Victoria, the average 
weight of fleece is under three pounds, in a measure :owing to a great. part of the wool 
exported being. washed, whereas in.the: two: first-named Colonies the larger portion is 
shipped in grease, sete eG | 

, Minerals. 

The mines of South Australia have yielded during the last ten years nearly four 
millions sterling ; of which sum five-eighths is the result of the = five years’ working, 
during which period the average value of each year's shipment has been 479,9481/., the 
actual shipment in 1863 amounting to 542,393/. in value. The following figures show 
_ the quantities of each mineral produced and exported during that period:— 






































Periods. | Copper. Lead. Copper Ore.| Lead Ore. | Regulus. 

' Cwts. Cwts. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Total in five years, 1854-58 - - 170,043 16 31,487 2,476 399 
| - 1859-63 - - = | 865,162 5,088 | 33,779 893 1,326 
Average of five years, 1854-58 - - 84,008 3 6,297 495 80 


, 1859-68 - - -| 73,026 1,007 6,756 178 265 


In 1854, 8,119 cwt. of fine copper were shipped; in 1858, 47,796 cwt.; and in 
1863, 96,039 cwt., being 10,167 cwt. increase on the previous year. . 

To India 39,861 cwt. were exported, against 28,145 cwt. in 1862; and to Victoria, 
for transhipment, 35,050 cwt.; the quantity sent forward direct to Great Britain begin 
21,088 cwt. ; nearly all the copper ore, 5,295 tons, also being shipped direct. The pro- 
portion now sent away in its crude form is very small, smelting operations being conducted 
on a most extensive scale within the Colony. Whilst the shipments of lead have decreased 
from 426 cwt. to 271 cwt., those of lead ore have increased from 97 tons to 450 tons, 
of 9,007/. value. 


Miscellaneous Products. 


In addition to the staple produce referred to in previous paragraphs, the export of 
a variety of raw products and manufactured articles tends to swell the total amount of 
our shipments of produce. The whole value of miscellaneous articles shipped in 1863 
was 89,912/., against 104,357/. in the previous year. ‘The following are the principal 
items showing an increase in 1863 :—902 horses, value 18,339/.; hides and skins, 663/. ; 
tons, 993/. tons, 5,969/.; gum, 1,901 cwts., 1,690/. ; bacon and hams, 1,915/. ; hay, 2,863 
bark, 11,953/.; jam, 3,795/. value. And the following articles were shipped in less 
quantities; viz., leather, 1,560 cwt., 7,263/.; butter, 1,940 cwt., 9,924/. ; fruit, 4,605/. ; 
' and eggs, 5,769/. value. The export of South Australian wine has increased one third, 
27,705 gallons, valued at 7,243/., being shipped, principally to Victoria; against 20,574 
gallons, worth 6,777/., in the preceding year. Small as are some of these amounts indi- 
vidually, the aggregate addition to the wealth of the Colony is not inconsiderable, and 
are important to note, as indicating the growth of new industries, and an inclination to 
husband our resources. 


River Murray Trade. 


The River trade last year was somewhat greater than in the year before, amounting 
to 142,602/., as compared with 115,769/. Nearly the whole traffic is with New South 
Wales settlers, Victoria only taking stores of the value of 5,161/. The shipments to 
New South Wales amounted to 76,054/., as against 60,822/. in the previous season. 

Three thousand two hundred and thirty-eight bales of wool, and some hides and 
tallow, altogether valued at 61,387/., were brought down the river, against 52,927/. last 
season, when 2,394 bales of wool were imported. Five-sixths of the river-borne wool 
was shipped at South Australian ports, direct for Great Britain, only 477 bales being 
sent by way of Melbourne. These figures represent only a tithe of the produce from an 
immense pastoral country, cient by navigable streams, opened to commerce by 
South Australian enterprise, for a distance of over 4,000 miles. Great exertions are 
being made to meet the requirements of this traffie, now springing into importance, 
owing to the rapidity with which the country on the banks of this great highway into 
the interior is becoming settled, and ee extended. — | 
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Shipping. 


The number of vessels arriving in South Australian ports during 1863 was 440, 
against 374 in the previous year; the tonnage amounting to 127,667 tons, and 105,231 
tons respectively, an increase of 86 ships, and in tonnage of 22,436 tons, or one-fifth 
greater than in 1862. As eight additional vessels from Great Britain, 14 more from New 
South Wales, and 34 more fan Victoria than in the previous year, considerably aug- 
ment the shipping returns, the following table is subjoined showing the arrivals from the 


different countries during the two years :— 


























Ships. ! 
Countries. 
1862. 1863. | 
49 57 Great Britain - - - 
130 164 Victoria - 7 - “ 
96 110 New South Wales - - 
31 34 Tasmania - - = - 

1 2 Queensland’ - - - 
14 17 Western Australia - - 

4 - 8 New Zealand - - - 

8 5 Cape of Good Hope - - 
— 3 India ~ - = 
17 20 Mauritius - - - 

3 — Singapore . ° “ 

3 2 Hongkong - . 2 

] 1 Vancouver Island - - 

9 9 Sweden - - ‘ 

1 — France . i 

] l Hamburg - ° . 

3 2 United States - 2 ‘ 

| ] Batavia - - 7 : 

2 4 China ° - 

374 440 





The number of vessels departing was 446 of 127,826 tons, against 392 ships of 
111,290 tons. It being of equal importance to show to what places we can provide 
vessels with cargoes, for the proportion of ships leaving in ballast is very small, only 
seven per cent. (the arrivals in ballast being ten per cent.), a similar table to the 
preceding is appended, showing like particulars as to departures during the same periods:— 

















Ships. Tonnage. 
Countries. 

1862, 1863. 1862. 1863. 
33 25 Great Britain - - - - = 18,695 14,465 
154 160 Victoria - - - ° - 30,219 34,469 
96 93 New South Wal - - ° - 26,687 24,873 
15 13 Tasmania = - - - - 1,705 1,570 
26 54 New Zealand . - . * - 8,106 13,739 
8 11] Queensland - - - - - 1,524 1,968 
12 19 Western Australia * ° - - 3,448 6,926 
7 9 Mauritius : * - : - 1,915 2,568 
3 3 Singapore - - : - - 1,040 1,623 
15 24 India - - - - - - 8,466 13,717 
9 25 Cape of Good Hope - . - - 2,010 7,315 
4 3 Batavia - - - - - - 1,924 1,097 
l ] Brazils - - - - - - 164 327 
— 2 Chili - - - ° - - — 676 
3 4 Peru ° - > - - - 2,756 2,493 

] — Hongkong - - - . - 688 — 

3 — Guam ° ° ° ° . - 1,943 — 











aD 


392 446 111,290 127,826 
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Besides Port Adelaide, there are seven ports at which produce is shipped direct for  Sourn 
other countries. As showing the increasing trade of the different ports, the accompanying AUSTRALIA. 
statement of the shipping engaged, excluding coasting vessels, in the years 1862 and  —— 
1863, will be found of interest :— 





















































Inwards. Outwards. 
Ships. | Tonnage. Ports, | Ships. Tonnage. 

1862. 1863. 1862. 1863. | 1862. | 1863. 1862, 1863. 
293 | 33805 92,120 105,774 | Port Adelaide - - - | 282 | 341 92,502 107,333 
= l see 298 » Augusta - - 4 dD 1,794 2,496 
4 8 623 1,539 » Elliot - - -| 14 18 1,874 3,403 
17 .| 24 1,414 1,717 »» MacDonnell - -| 19 25 1,583 1,890 
8 3 1,951 2,235 »5 Robe - - ~{ Il 6 3,344 3,226 
26 35 5,284 10,733 », Wallaroo ° - | 2+ 10 4,917 2,647 
16 23 2,456 3,818 » Willunga - - - | 23 28 3,288 4,624 
10 9 1,383 1,553 | ,, Yankalilla - ~ | 15 13 1,988 2,207 
374 | 440 105,231 127,667 Total - - 392 | 446 111,290 127,826 








Insolvencies. 


The number of fiats and adjudications in insolvency issued during the past year was 
151, or 14 less than in 1862. Eighty-two of them were issued on petition of debtors at 
large ; fifty on petition of imprisoned debtors, all but seven of which were in formd 
pauperis; and nineteen on the action of creditors. ‘Twenty-five private arrangements 
by deed were effected, as against seventeen the year before. The total liabilities as 
shown in the insolvent’s schedules was 85,300/., and the assets 40,673/., compared with 
145,788/., and 76,818/. respectively in the preceding year, when the deficit shown 
amounted to 68,970/., but in the present return to only 44,627/. The greater part of the 
estates were of trifling amounts, principally of small farmers and licensed victuallers ; 
the average of the whole deficiency amounting to less than 300/. for each estate. 


Lands, Crown. 


The area of land purchased from the Crown during 1863 amounted to 159,791 acres, 
being 29,881 acres above that in the previous year, and a greater quantity than had been 
sold in any year since 1859. 368 town allotments, comprising 154 acres, realized an 
average of 35/. 18s. 4d. per acre. 55 special country lots obtained 1/. 1s. 7d. for 7,193 
acres; and 917 country sections, containing 97,661 acres, realized the average rate of 
ll. 3s. 1,4,d. per acre, being an advance of over 15 per cent. on the upset price of one pound. 

Land which had previously passed the hammer was taken up privately to the extent 
of 54,783 acres, at four-tenths of a penny above the upsct price of 1/.; the area taken 
privately the year before was 36,890 acres, showing an increase of 17,893 acres. 

The total amount realized was 181,084/., as compared with 148,695/. in the previous 

ear. 

About 60,000 square miles of country is in pastoral occupation. ‘The area held under 
fourteen years’ leases now current, although there were in addition upwards of five 
hundred applications for leases yet unprepared, is 31,192 square miles, the difference 
between which quantity and the above-mentioned area of 60,000 miles is made up of the 
area of the lands held at present only under pastoral claims, and by the unpurchased land 
in counties, amounting to nearly 23,202 square miles. One hundred and seven annual 
leases, comprising 4,074 miles in hundreds, were issued during the year, and 463 certifi- 
cates were granted, entitling the holders to depasture 10,432 head of great cattle and 
236,218 sheep on Crown lands in hundreds, and are exclusive of licences issued by 
district councils. 

Ninety-seven fresh mineral leases were taken out in 1863, comprising 6,808 acres, at a 
yearly rental of 3,467/. The aggregate number of mineral leases issued has been 321, 
of which 17 have been cancelled, leaving 304 leases current, containing 21,731 acres, 
and producing a rental to the iain of 10,928/. per annum. One hundred and 
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sixty applications for mineral leases were received, or seventy-seven less than in the 
previous year, 3,618 acres being the extent of land claimed, and twenty-four applications 
were forfeited, after expiry of right of search for minerals. 

The customary statements of the number of depasturage certificates, timber, gold, and 
quarrying licences issued, and the rental derived from aboriginal reserves, during the last 
ten vears, are appended ; as also a return of the amount actually received into the ‘Treasury 
for the sale and occupation of Waste Lands during the same period, specifying its different 
sources, to which reference should be made, the aggregate amounts for 1863 exceeding a 
quarter of a million sterling. 


| Agriculture. 

The following extracts from my Report on the Agricultural and Live Stock Statistics 
for the year ending 3lst March 1864 give such of the information connected with these 
important subjects as is of general interest :— , 

“ During the year ended 31st December 1863 the area of country and suburban land 
alienated from the Crown amounted to 159,792 acres against 129,803 acres in the 
previous twelve months, making a total of 2,638,643 acres sold up to the commencement 
of this year, or 19 acres for each individual of the population, against 18°6 in 1863, and 
more than twice the quantity per head in Victoria. 

“ The proportion cf purchased land under tillage is 20° 8 per cent., or one in every five 
acres, comparing favourably with the previous season, when it was 19°07 per cent. ‘The 
additional land in occupation formed six per cent. on the total area previously alienated 
from the Crown, whilst the increase in the area under cultivation is 124 per cent. over 
that of last year. 

“ The sale of the public lands continues to increase in a greater ratio than the addition 
to the population, and cultivation has increased at double the rate at which the purchase 


' of land was augmented. 


‘* ‘The area of enclosed land on the 3lst of March 1864 is returned at 2,900,291 acres 
against 2,105,877 acres on 3lst March 1863, no less than 794,414 acres having been 
enclosed during the year. 

‘“ Land cae tillage in 1863-4 amounted to 555,968 acres, against 494,511 acres in 
the previous season ; an increase of 61,457 acres, or 124 per cent. 

“There are four acres of land in cultivation for each individual of the population, as 
compared with 3°65 acres in 1862-3. To show the relative value of these figures, it may 
be stated that in Victoria and New South Wales the ratio is but four-fifths of an acre 

er head; so that the area of our land under cultivation as compared with our population 
is five times greater than in the neighbouring Colonies. 

“ Sixty per cent. of the total land cultivated was under wheat, 335,758 acres being 
reaped, aguinst 320,160 acres in the previous season ; an increase of 15,598 acres, or five 
per cent. ‘The wheat harvest produced 4,691,919 bushels, against 3,841,824 bushels in 
the preceding season, showing an increase of 850,095 bushels, or twenty-two per cent. 
For the whole Colony the average yield per acre was fourteen bushels, being two bushels 
in excess of the last crop, a very favourable season having been experienced in those 
portions of the Colony in which are situated the largest wheat-growing districts. The 
average was, however, reduced by the small yield in most of the hilly districts (also 
those longest under cultivation), where the crops suffered from excessive moisture and 
the prevalence of rust, but where, as before mentioned, the acreage sown was not so 
great as in previous seasons. 

* * * «Tt is a pleasing duty to record that the late harvest was more bountiful 
than any we have experienced during the past six years, and that the enterprise and _per- 
severance of our agricultural population have been rewarded with substantial prosperity. 
Their energy and industry will perhaps best be estimated by the fact that, during that 
short period (six years), they have nearly doubled the growth of wheat, and more than 
doubled the breadth of land under cultivation. The following table exhibits the progress 
made from year to ycar:— 























Season. Acres Cultivated. | Acres under Wheat. Produce, Wheat. | Average per Acre. 

. | Bushels. B. Ibs. 
1858-9 - - - 264,462 188,703 2,109,544 11 ll 
1859-60 - - - 361,884 218,216 2,103,411 9 38 
1860-1 - - - 428,816 273,672 3,576,593 13 4 
1861-2 - - > 486,667 310,636 3,410,756 10 59 
1862-3 - - - 494,511 320,160 3,841,824 12 0 
1863-4 - - - 555,968 335,708 4,691,919 14 0O 
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‘¢ Five.sixths of the wheat crop is reaped by machines, hand-reaping being almost | Sourn 
excluded from the harvest ficlds of many districts. In fact, without the aid of the ‘StStRALt. 
“ reaper,” the grain from so large an area could not be secured. Six years ago we were 
dependent on manual labour for the gathering of nearly one half the crop. 

“ The hay harvest was remarkably good, the whole province averaging 27 cwt. to the 
acre, against 24 cwt.; the total yicld off 75,599 acres, or only 1,843 acres more than in 
the previous season, was 102,293 tons, an increase of 13,308 tons. An addition of 3,132 
acres appears in the breadth of land sown with barley, making a total of 13,980 acres. 
Off this area, 254,001 bushels were reaped, an increase of 57,659 bushels on the previous 
crop, the average yiclds of the two seasons were identical, 18 bushels 8 lbs. to the acre. 
There were 3,923 acres of oats reaped, against 2,310 acres in the previous season; the 
yield was 74,964 bushels against 44,018, the average being the same, 19 bushels 2 Ibs. to 
the acre in both seasons. 

“ For green forage, the foliewing crops were laid down; viz., of wheat, oats, and 
barley, 861 acres; maize, 37 acres; sorghum, 60 acres; lucerne, 1,150 acres; permanent 
grasses, 282 acres; altogether 2,390 acres,—a decrease of 462 acres on the preceding 
year. Other crops covered 407 acres against 229 acres in 1863. It remains matter for 
regret that subsidiary crops are not more generally cultivated ; our farmers might with- 
stand the effects of an unfavourable season, where it not that the majority solely rely on 
the growth of one cereal, and that, almost without intermission or replenishment of the 
soil. The remedial measure of fallowing the land, however, is much more largely availed 
of,—110,177 acres lying in fallowas against 72,017 acres in the previous season,—an 
increase of one third. 

“ Following upon the failure of the potato crop in 1862-3, when only 2,275 acres 
were grown, the increase in planting was but small—193 acres,—making 2,468 acres, 
from which were obtained 6,717 tons, or an average of 55 cwt. to the acre. In 1862-3 
the crop amounted to 3,972 tons, the acreable produce being only 35 cuts. 

** Orchards and gardens cover 4,586 acres, or an augmented area of 193 acres. 

* The cultivation of the vine continues to exhibit marked progress, 1,002 additional 
acres, or one-fourth more, being returned this season, making a total of 5,779 acres 
under vines. The plants in bearing number 3,848,016, or 918,260 additional; those 
not in bearing number 3,316,484, or an increase of 395,543; considerably more than 
one-halfthe vines planted are productive. An increase of more than one-fourth also 
appears in the quantity of wine made, the vintage having given 606,365 gallons, against 
472,797 gallons the previous season, or 133,568 gallons additional. The quantity of 
grapes sold or otherwise disposed of, except in wine making, was 31,359 cwt., against 
26.551 cwt. of the previous season.” 


Pastoral, 


“The returns of live stock show an augmentation in the number of horses, sheep, and 
lambs, but a diminution in the number of horned cattle. 

‘¢ The number of horses has tncreased from 56,251 to 59,008. Of horned cattle there 
is a decrease of 32,176, or from 258,342 hcad to 226,166 head. The principal falling off 
is on the Northern Runs, and in the South-eastern District, their place being supplied by 
large increases in the number of sheep. On the runs referred to, those situated north 
of Wilpena, there is an increase of over 50,000 sheep, and in the South-eastern District 
of 160,000. The total increase in the Province of sheep and lambs during the year was 
460,642, or 134 per cent., against an increase of 392,644, or 124 per cent. the year before. 
At the close of the year, 3,891,642 sheep and lambs were depastured, as compared with 
3,431,000 at its commencement. 

‘€ 165,267 sheep were exported overland to the neighbourmg Colonies during 1&63, 
130,000 passing into New South Wales, and 35,267 into Victoria. ‘The number ex- 
ported during the first quarter of the current year, up to which the stock returns are 
made, was 102,415, and the arrivals 43,386, leaving an excess of exports of 59,029 sheep. 
The South Australian flocks being free from scab, large purchases have been made herr 
for squatters in the adjoining Colonies stocking new country.” 


Reaitlways. 


The returns for this department for 1863, when compared with the preceding year, 
show an increase in both passenger and goods traffic, more extended public accommo- 
dation at a reduced charge, and a larger balance of receipts over working expenses. The 
following statement of gross receipts and expenditure, &c. ‘affords a comparison for the 
two years; detailed particulars are supplied in the returns themselves. 
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aeereren 1862. 1863. 1862. 1863. 
Gross REcrIpPTs. £ £ 
Number of passengers - - - 289,308 309,898 ae pane 
eee receipts - - -| - - - - 24,738 25,786 
Tons of goods - - - - - 197,247 200,831 — — 
Goods receipts - - - -| - - - - 65,334 69,193 
Other receipts - - : - -| - - - - 4,482 2,276 
Total Receipts - - - - £ 94,555 97,256 
- Gross EXPENDITURE. 
Management - - - : - - - - 1,559 1,600 
Locomotive department - - - - - - 19,273 18,353 
Maintenance of line - - - - - - 16,762 17,134 
Other working expenses (including goods agency) - ° - - 41,846 42,389 
Total Expenditure - - - - £ 79,405 79,476 


The following abstract from a report by the Inspector of Railways shows the progress 
and net earnings (after deducting “ goods agency ” from either side of above account) of 
the undertaking since its commencement in 1856. 























| 
Years. ese Revenue. Expenditure, se Ex Profits. 
aa ; penditure. 

£ s d. £ ss. d. £ s. d, 
1856 - - - 7 15,873 O O 15,236 0 O 95-4 637 0 O 
1857 - - - 244 39,528 0 O 37,774 0 O 92-0 1,754 O O 
1858 3 7 sof 51,582 0 O 44,981 0 0 85-5 6.601 0 0 
1859 - = - 32 48,068 0 O 39,871 0 O 82-5 8,197 O O 
1860 - - - 45 55,588 O O 43,686 0 O 78-5 11,952 0 0 
1861 - - - 57 64,935 O 0 03,808 O O 82-1 11,127 0 0 
1862 - - - 57 67,483 O O 54,400 O O 80-7 13,083 0 0O 
1863—sé- = - 57 70,420 0 O 52,689 0 O 74-7 17,781 0 O 





The yearly increasing amounts in the column headed “ profits” considerably reduce 
the annual charge for interest on the outlay (not included in the expenditure), and would 
have been greater had not the cost of additional stock, &c. usually placed to capital 
account been charged to Revenue. 


Roads. 


Twenty-two miles and thirty-five chains of new road were metalled and completed 
during the past year, making the total length of macadamised main road 258 miles 35 
chains, of which 220 miles is the work of the last ten years. 

The expenditure of the Central Board of Main Roads, during the same period, in 
construction and maintenance of main lines, amounted to 754,324/7; the whole provided 
out of the General Revenue. 

Besides the above, which relates only to main roads, a very considerable length of dis- 
trict road has been macadamised, or otherwise improved; the total amount expended on 
improveinents of this nature, by Municipalities and District Councils, since 1857, amounting 
to 335,975/., raised by local rates, supplemented from the General Revenue. 


Postal Communication. 


During 1863, twelve additional post offices were opened ; and the length of mail routes 
extended from 2,571 to 2,882 miles. The distance travelled by mails, however, shows 
more truly the additional accommodation provided, having increased from 553,800 miles 
to 657,772 miles during the twelve months. The income of the department nearly 
equalled the expenditure. The following are the particulars :— 














—_—— 1861. 1862. § 1863. 
Number of letters - - - 1,540,472 1,640,153 1,817,379 
Number of newspapers - - - 1,089,424 1,136,023 1,254,893 
Distance travelled by the mails — - - 478,426 553,890 657,772 
£ £ £ 
Income - . “ = ° 16,496 17,448 19,019 
Expenditure = - - - 16,423 18,582 19,694 
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Forty money-order offices in connexion with the Post Office and Telegraph Depart- 
ments are now open, and in correspondence with the various offices in the United Kingdom, 
and with one hundred and seventy-one offices in the neighbouring Colonies. 

The cost of English mail subsidy is not included in the above expenditure, neither is 
the large sum for the King George’s Sound Branch Service—about 15,000/. per annum 
paid by this Colony, in order to secure the advantages of its geographical position ; 
advantages shared by the other Australian Colonies in the regular receipt of Europcan 
news forty-eight hours sooner, and by at least one day’s later transmission of Australian 
intelligence. 


Telegraphs. 


Telegraphic communication has been further extended by the opening of thirty-eight 
additional miles of line, making the total length of wire im operation 1,064 miles. There 
are now thirty-eight telegraph stations within the Colony, three new ones having been 
opened during the past twelvemonth ; 86,411 messages were transmitted, as against 
76,725 in 1862. The total receipts amounted to 8,695/., an increase on the former year’s 
revenue of 648/. Great as are the local advantages attaching to the speediest possible 
communication, the importance of the telegraph in a national point of view is greatly 
augmented by the circumstance that our neighbours are afforded at least 48 hours earlier 
communication with Europe and the East, and that by means of the chain of telegraph wire, 
extending for 5,521 miles throughout this and the neighbouring colonies, 175 towns— 
of which four are capitals and twenty-five are seaports—uare placed in telegraphic commu- 
nication with each other, all having been accomplished in the short space of eight 
years. Between Port Denizon in Queensland and Port Augusta iu South Australia, 
daily meteorological observations will be interchanged, and the movements of shipping 
on 4 coast line embracing 2,500 miles in extent will shortly be simultaneousiy known 
in nearly every centre of population in the four Provinces. 


Meteorological. 


The following abstract, showing the. rain-fall at Adelaide during each month of the 
last twenty-five years, has been obligingly furnished by G. S. Kingston, Esq., M.P., 
who has recorded this valuable information since the foundation of the Colony. 

| | 












































: = 
3 |S5e 
2 | 253 
e eS = 3° 
P in st 8 Ss g& 
Years k: p <i 2 s: 3 3 5 | es. 
i a a 2 ee |g gr 5 
= = a E a = 2 =) S 53) 5 2 g S a os 
Ss fe a < = i me | < a } A, r= < 
Inches. ! Inches. Inches. | Inches, Inches. Inches. Inches. I Tnehes, | Inches, Inches, Tihes! Inches. Inches. | Inches 
1839s ° - | 0453 | O°446 “RE O37Y | OVE | F497" | 212s | 4°767" | O'S | 2HT® | $31 | O34 19°84 _- 
eo . ~~ | or333 | acore | orase | ae20g | aeas7 | 3-247° | do 2-a39% | 4°64" 119% | orig | s:s2* | os-107* | a1-o7g 
ane 2 -| 0°45 | 6°35 | OBL | 2°57 F171 | 2°32] O°758 | 2-823" | 2-045 | oros [oraz | i7ie | 17-956 | 80-634 
1842 - = = | O37 | O'71_—«| 17015" | 1-808 | 2°05_ | a-4o1 | 2-09 1 .2°77* | 1-931 | 27653") 119 | -1°35* | 20°318 | 20-555 
1K43 0s - -/ 0°21 | 0°54 | 0°59 11°06) | 2-98" | 1°72 | 3°307* | 2°16 «| 1085 | 1°640 | O-2 1°7® =| 17°192 | 19°83 
Istt : - = | OF) | 07175 | O74} 168 18h | 17138) | 8°655% | 2115) | 2°34" | 17045 | o-91 | 07825 | 16-873 | 19-382 
M350 oe : - | O'134 | 0°32) | 0°28 | 0°53 "63 | 3°695% | 2°245) | $226" ]} 1°95. | 17165) | 1-28 | -1°335% | 18-83 19°303 
1818 ‘ 2 = | O14 | 2°BB* | O°675— | 295% | B°58* | 1°97) | 8°78" | B64 | B°59* | 2°235% | 9-958 | 1°505* | 26-885* | 99-287 
aie : -| 0°17 | 0°03 |-1°608® | 3°5* =| 2°37) 78* | Se49% | 1°77) | 29335" | 0-655 «| 118s | 17" | 27-613 «| 21 OBR 
1848 - -}0700 | 0°0 0°965* | 0°75) | 2°23}: 1°32 | B48} ae85* | S19" | 2°88* | 2°415° | 0-653 | 19°735 | 20-935 
1349s 2 -| 0° | 0°285 | 0°61 = | 2°29" | 1°835 | 7°21% | 4°08" | 3°511* | 2°423"] 0-79 «| 1-96" | 0-5 25°44" | 21°345 
150 ee - | 4°00 | 0°13 | O25 | 0-9 1°74 =| 3°56" | 1°09 | 1°27) | 2°158* | 0°72 | 1-795" | 1685" | 19-e74 «| 21-173 
1n3l - ° - | 07123; 0°15 0°952° | 1°52 634° | 3°34* | S04" | 5°36 | 2-808* | 1°2 3°55° | 0°25 30°633° | 21°9 
1852 = -/}1°5* | 0-4 0°08 | 217% «| 2:97" | 3°06" | 4°33" | orzs® | 2-04 [1°57 | 1-92" | a-in | a7-34* | Q2-289 
185: ‘ ° = | 0°405 | 0°675 | 0°328 | 6°78* | 4°468* | 2°67 | 27408 | 2°495 | 3°453* | 2-078" | 0°42 «|| 0°88 |: 26-995" | 92-6 
Ish : - | 07103 | 0°03) | 105% | Qe815* 155250 | 15S | 25556 | 2548 | O7TLT. | 1°737" | 0-598 | 07515 | 15-3 | (22-149 
1855 : - = | Oros | 1728" | 312" | 11 | 8-098* | 27545. | 8°3Be | 17876 | 3°413° | 1°733* | 0-575 | 1-045 | 23°145% | 22-208 
1859 - - | O°N75"  2°5* | O°598_ | 8°655% | 2°645 | 6223" | 17573 | 1868 | 17655 | 29475" | 0-55 | a-3O% | 24-991" | 22-358 
1837 P = | O49, | O°78" | S'RB5% | 17247 | O74, | 47505" | 1°86) | 3°315* ] O99 | B1% | 1-315* | 1-025 | 217156 | 22-995 
N38 e : - | ON6* | 2°67 10°23) | 1°38) | 47145" 1 1°06) | 3°02" | 1°683 | 8-016 | 07635 | 2°105% | 1-708" | 217522 | a2-a58 
1859 . ‘e - | 0°34 1°16° 0°01 0°735 4°67* 2°075 0°75 1°733° =|: 0°871 1°455 0°753 | 0°51 14°842 21°903 
Issue - - | 07175 | 0°70 | 2°105* | 4°405% 2-456. | 3-628" | 1°40 | 0°765 | 17662 | 17445) | 0°873 | 0748 | 19°67 21°804 
1861 « e - | 0°49 0°58 1°46* 2°005° | 4°253° | 1°941 4°163* | 1°168 2°43° 1°825* | 0°583 4°235* | 25°133° 21°955 
1862 ° ° = | 0°275 0 78° 0°39 1°61ll «(55°15 1°81 5°405° ; 3°338* | 1°755 1°165 0°759 0°155 22°593° 1°981 
Iss3 te é - | 0°885* | 0°345 | 0°51 «| 0°55 ~=—-5°255* | 27465 | 2-865" | 2°005 | 1°3z2 | 3-035 | 0°735 | 07845 | 20°S15 | 21°903 
Average of 25 years Ce. 
1539 to 1363, both} 0°529 | 0°746 | 0°933 | 2°003 | 27895 $°053 | 2°896 | 2°691 | 2°098 | 1°655 | 1°306 | 1°216 — 21°934 
inclusive - - . 
864 2 “ - |] 1°863* | 0°185 0°0 1°165 | 3°26* 2°32 3°16* 4°035 — —= = — _ -_ 





* Shows when the fall for the month and year is above the average. 


During the past few years pluvial statistics have been recorded in numerous localities 


throughout the Province, and generally a higher average of rain-fall than that registered 


in Adelaide has been gauged in the country districts—varying as much as from 
seven to fifty-six inches per annum—full particulars of which will be found in the 
tables under this head. An elaborate report on the meteorology of the Colony being 
annually furnished by Charles Todd, Esq., F.R.A.S., Observer, it is only necessary to 
call attention to a portion of his observations supplied herein as being of general 
interest. 
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Conclusion. 


The statistical view of the progress of South Australia since its foundation, which 
completes this volume, gives, in a compendious form, the chief statistical facts relating 
to the Colony’s development. In the foregoing paragraphs— necessarily brief, and con- 
fined to the more important subjects only—a fair statement is presented of the position 
of the Province at the close of its twenty-seventh ycar—a year of marked prosperity and 
advancement shared in by all classes of the community. 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient humble servant, 
J. BOOTHBY, 


Government Statist. 





WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 


No. 21. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Hampton to his Grace the 
Duke or Ne‘vcastT_e, K.G. 


(No. 24.) 

My Lorp DvuKE, Government House, Perth, February 20, 1864. 

In COMPLIANCE with the instructions contained in the 4th section of the 7th chapter 
of the Colonial Regulations, I have the honour to forward the Blue Book of this Colony 
for the year 1863, accompanied by an explanatory letter from the Colonial Secretary 
dated the 19th inst. 

2. The statistical information now transmitted, shows that the progress of the Colony 
under the several heads specified in the Blue Book, has been generally favourable. 

3. It appears that the total Revenue received for the year 1862 amounted to 69,406/,, 
which included a loan of 2,069/. from the Western Australian Bank, and therefore the 
actual Revenue for the year was 67,3371. 

4, The total Revenue received for the year 1863 was 71,709/., including 2,200/. of Post 
Office Savings Bank deposits, making the actual available revenue 69,408/., being an 
increase of 2,071/. as compared with the previous year. 

5. This increase would have been still greater if there had not besa a considerable falling 
off in the Revenue from Tobacco, which was 1,605/. below the amount on the estimate, 
and 1,115/. less than the average received for the preceding three years. 

6. Under existing circumstances with reference to the supply of ‘Tobacco from the 
North American States, it is not likely that there will be any increase of Revenue on this 
item for the current year. 

7. The Blue Book exhibits a total expenditure of 71,073, for the year 1863, while in 
reality 2,069/. of that sum was expended in the year 1862 and repaid to the Western 
Australian Bank in 1863, thereby rendering 69,004/. the actual expenditure for 1863. 

8. By leaving the repayment of the Bank loan and the receipt of Post Office Savings 
Bank deposits out of both sides of the account the Revenue for the year 1863 would be 
404/. in excess of the expenditure during that year. 

9. The encouraging state of Imports and Exports, reported in the Blue Book, affords 
satisfactory evidence of steady advancement in the prosperity of the Colony. 

10. I am glad to be able, at last, to report that very little additional outlay of money 
will be required for the new Government House, which for years past has absorbed so 
much of the Revenue that might have been more usefully expended. 

11. The money voted by the Legislative Council for public works and the convict 
labour at my disposal will hereafter be available for roads, bridges, and other works of 
general public utility, as the liabilities incurred by my predecessor are now all satisfied, 
and, with the exception of the claim on the general Revenue connected with the Post 
Office Savings Bank, the whole of the Revenue for 1864 can be expended in accordance 
with the authorized estimate for that year. Morcover, there is good reason to believe 
that the public Income for 1864 will be amply sufficient to meet every claim against it, 
including the 2,300/. of Savings Bank deposits brought to credit as Revenuc for the 
year 1863. 
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12. Although the Post Office Savings Bank only came into operation on the Ist Sep- 
tember last there was 2,470/. in it on the 31st December 1863, and the persons for whose 
benefit it was established are not only acquiring confidence in this very useful institution, 
but are also learning to appreciate the value of such safety for small savings, the deposits 
having increased 700/. since the 31st December last, making the actual total now in the 
bank 3,170/. 

13. This success 1s rendered remarkable by the fact that all former attempts to esta- 
blish Savings Banks in Western Australia completely failed. 

14. Interest at the rate of 34 per cent. is paid by the Government on deposits in the 
Post Office Savings Bank, and arrangements have been completed for investing 1,000/. of 
such deposits on unexceptional security at 8 per cent., so that, even with a large balance 
kept in hand to meet unforeseen withdrawals, the institution can be made self-supporting 
by continuing to invest additional funds from time to time when circumstances admit. 

15. The Governments Schools are generally in a very efficient state, and, as shown by 
the Blue Book, are much more numerous than might be expected amongst a population 
consisting of such a small number of free persons. 

16. A well organized and efficient company of volunteers has been formed in the 
metropolis, another in Fremantle, and a mounted troop at Pinjarrah. 

17. The general proficiency of all these volunteers in ordinary drill and in rifle shooting, 
combined with the public spirit exhibited by the whole, afford a satisfactory guarantee 
that they could be thoroughly relied upon in the event of their services being required by 
the Government. 

18. During the year 1863 several expeditions have explored new and altogether 
unknown parts of the Colony, and it may fairly be assumed that a valuable outlet has 
thereby been opened up for the surplus live stock of the overcrowded runs in the settled 
districts. I may add that further explorations are still in progress. | 

19. I have much pleasure in being able to assure your Grace that tranquillity and 
obedience to the law prevail throughout this Colony, and that I am not aware of any 
opposition to the policy of the Government, or objection on the part of the mhabitants 


generally, to the existing mode of carrying on the ordinary administrative details of public 
business. 


IT have, &c. 
(Signed ) J.S. HAMPTON. 
His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, K.G. Governor. 
&c. &e. &c. 


Enclosure in No. 21. 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, Perth, 
SIR, February 19, 1864. 
Enctosep, I have the honour to forward for transmission to Her Majesty’s Secretary 
of State for the Colonies, the Blue Book for the year 1863. 


Revenue. 


1. I am glad to be able to report that the Revenue for the year exceeded the estimate 
by nearly 4,000/., and that the Expenditure, though in advance of the estimate by a sum 
of 3,270/., was yet less by 635/. than the actual Revenue received. 

2. The Customs Revenue has realized within a few pounds of the sum estimated : there 


has, however, been a falling off in the receipts for tobacco and goods paying ad valorem 


duty, which has been counterbalanced by an excess of Revenue under the heads of 
spirits, wine, beer, tea, and sugar. . 

While the land sales have decreased some 1,100/., there is a small increase in the Land 
Revenue, which has steadily progressed for some years, and bids fair annually to increase. 

A sum of 2,300/. was seuvad ta the Treasury during the year from deposits in the 
Post Office Savings Bank, which it is reasonable should be heer from the gross 
Revenue detailed. It has, however, been balanced by a payment of over 2,000/. made in 
the early part of the year to the Western Australian Bank for monies loaned in 1862. 

In my report forwarded with the Blue Book for 1862 I expressed a hope that at the 
end of the then current year, the Colony would be free from all liabilities. I regret 
such hope has proved fallacious. 

There was a balance in the Treasurer’s books on the 31st December 1863 of 3610. 7s. 2d. 
in favour of the Colony, and if this sum is deducted from the 2,300/. Savings Bank 
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deposits, which cannot be credited as actual Revenue, it will show that the Colony was in 
debt at the commencemeut of the current vear 1,938/. 12s. 10d. With the exceptions of 
the liabilities named at page 44 of the enclosed Blue Book, and the sum above mentioned, 


the Colony is free from any debt. 


Colonial Expenditure. 


3. The increased Expenditure in the establishments is accounted for by the addition to 
the salaries authorized in January 1863, and the increased staff in the Survey Depart- 
ment also sanctioned by Her Majesty’s Secretary of State. 

The general items of Expenditure vary so little, either from the estimates or the actual 
amounts in preceding years, as to call for no remarks. 


Imperial Expenditure. 


4, It is satisfactory to note an increase of 20,000/. of Imperial Expenditure over that 
in 1862, and I would, I could look forward with any sanguine hope that that Expenditure 
would still increase, and that larger numbers of convicts would be forwarded to Western 
Australia. 

I have so often advocated the powers of the Colony to maintain convicts, that I refrain 
from saying anything more on the subject, feeling that the question of the continuance 
of transportation hither hangs in the balance, and very possibly at the present moment 
is on the eve of decision. If that decision is adverse to the wants and desire of Western 
Australia, it is much to be feared that a period of depression and stagnation awaits it, 
and that time alone, with the introduction of capital and labour, can develope its 
resources. This depression has already commenced; for the want of means to undertake 
large public works, the uncertainty as to the continuance of transportation, and the 
consequent stoppage of all private enterprise, has caused the labor market to be over- 
stocked, and a decrease in the price of all colonial produce, while there is much distress 
among the lower orders, and a determination among those who have the means to migrate 


to the Eastern Colonies. 


Public Works. 


5. It is some satisfaction to be able to state that the new Government House at Perth is 
almost completed, and that his Excellency and family have inhabited it for some months. 

No new works of any importance have been undertaken during the past year. 

A sum of nearly 6,000/. has been expended throughout the Colony in the construction 
of roads and bridges, and the more general distribution of convict labour has caused this 
money to be expended with far greater advantage than has hitherto been the case. 


Population. 


6. I have to note a small increase in the population of 1,534 persons, of whom, with 
the exception of the births in the Colony exceeding the deaths by about 350, the greater 


number are convicts. | 


Numerical Returns, 


7. I would call attention to the misceilaneous numerical returns which are applicable 
to this Colony for the current year for the first time, and from which in future years it 
is hoped some satisfactory comparisons may be drawn. 


Imports and Exports. 


8. There is little remarkable to note in the returns of Imports and Exports; in the 
former there is a decrease of about 15,000/. as compared with 1862, and in the latter a 
large increase of some 24,000/. 

‘The decreased Imports may be accounted for by the excess of goods imported in 1862, 
and there is every reason to hope that the current year will fulfil its expectations. 

The increased Exports are consequent on a wool ship leaving prior to the end of 1863, 
and carrying a great portion of the clip of that year. I believe no instance has previously 
oecurred of a cargo of wool leaving the Colony during the year it was clipped. 
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Agriculture. 


9. The agricultural returns (upon which it is unsafe to place implicit reliance) show an 
increased cultivation of 5,000 acres, and a considerable increase in all kinds of stock, over 
the returns for 1862. 

While I am aware that there is a greater extent of cultivation, and that the lambing 
season was far above the average, I am not prepared to think the increased cultivation or 
the number of stock has so rapidly increased as shown in these returns. _ 


Crime. 


10. The Crime returns, including the convictions both before the Supreme Court and 
Justices of the Peace, are much on an average with preceding years, and though large in 
comparison with the population, particularly when taken in connection with other places, 
are not extraordinary when it is considered of what class the major portion of our popula- 
tion is composed. 

The majority of the summary convictions are for offences of a very trifling nature. 


General Remarks. 


11. The great experience your Excellency has had during a residence of two years in 
the Colony, and particularly the practical experience derived from a tour throughout the 
entire settled districts, has made you so fully acquainted with the actual state, the 
resources, and the wants of Western Australia that it is unnecessary for me to extend my 
remarks to greater length. 

With a fair prospect of the continuance of transportation for a few years, even on as 
small a scale as hitherto in force, with the reasonable hope that the lands in the north 
and east districts are about to be occupied by squatters from our own and the Eastern 
Colonies, and with the certainty that the mines in the Victoria district are progressin 
favourably, I would hope much for the onward career of Western Australia; but 
fear if transportation ceases or decreases that some considerable time must elapse before 
she merges from the state of depression that must in such case inevitably ensue. 


I have, &c., 
To His Excellency the Governor, (Signed) FRED. P. BARLEE. 
&c. &c. &c. 
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CEYLON. 


No. 23.. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from the Officer Administering the Government to the 
Right Honourable Epwarp Carpwe.., M.P. 


(No. 197.) Queen's House, Colombo, 
Sir, August 30, 1864. 
In forwarding to you the Blue Book Returns of this Colony for the year 1863, 

I have to express my regret at the delay which has occurred in their transmission. This 
delay is atiributable chiefly to the late period at which the returns from which the Blue 
Book is compiled were received from some of the departments. I have had occasion to 
express my dissatisfaction with some of the heads of departments at this delay, and to 
point out to them the importance which Her Majesty’s Government attach to the 
regular transmission of these returns. I have been informed in reply that the delay was 
occasioned by the unusual amount of sickness which prevailed in different parts of the 
Island for some time past, and which caused the absence of many of the clerks in several 
departments from personal sickness or family bereavement and affliction. 

2. Although I assumed the administration of the Government only on the Ist De- 
cember 1863, the remarks which I will now do myself the honour of offering will apply 
to the whole of the year. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


3. The revenue of 1863 exceeds that of 1862 by 193,654I. 15s. 8d., being respectively 
952,790/. 6s. 7d. and 759,135/. 10s. 1ld. The following are the principal items of 
increase :—Imports 34,091/. 14s. 8d., arising from a larger importation of goods in 1863; 
and exports 12,648/. 11s. 1d., owing to a larger exportation of coffee, cocoa-nut oil, and 
plumbago. Land sales 27,3902 6s. 03d. Under the head Land Revenue, the principal 
increase is in the item of paddy, 23,048/. 9s. 9d., owing to a better harvest and more 
extensive cultivation in 1863 than in the preceding year. There is also an increase of 
967/. 15s. 84d. in the royalty on plumbago, caused by a greater demand for this article, 
and the consequent sala f number of applications to dig for it in Crown lands. The 
higher prices obtained for the toll rents of 1863 caused an increase under this head of 
8,908/. 4s. 84d., and from the same cause there was an increase in the arrack rents 
of 7,882/. 14s. 9d. Under the head of Stamps the increase in judicial and blank stamps, 
amounting to 5,935/. Os. 94d., is chiefly in the Central Province, and is attributed to the 
extension of trade and briskness of speculation, especially in buying and selling landed 
property. There is also an increase in postage stamps of 1,329/. 4s. 104d., and in 
composition for stamp duty on bank notes in circulation of 1,306/. 19s. 10d. Under the 
head of Sale of Government Property the increase in the item of salt of 2,176/. 16s. 54d. 
is in the North-western and Northern Provinces, and is attributed to a large demand tor 
that article in 1863; and that of 10,159/. 14s. Of{d. in commissariat stores, &c. is owing 
to larger payments by public departments for stores, &c. sold in 1863. The increase of 
2,946/. 8s. 1ld. under the head of Electric Telegraph is owing chiefly to a change in the 
tariff of charges introduced in December 1862. Under the head of Reimbursements the 
principal items of increase are-—686/. 4s. 24d. surveying fees recovered, and 2,419/. 17s. 
passage money of immigrant coolies, which is a new item of receipt. The increase 
under the head Miscellaneous is owing chiefly to a sum of 3,226/. received from the 
Oriental Bank Corporation in 1863 on account of the Immigrant Labour Commissioners. 
Under the head Pearl Fishery the increase amounts to 51,010/. 1s. 11d., and is explained 
by the fact that there was no fishery at Aripo in 1862. 

4. The decreases under the several heads of revenue in 1863, as compared with those 
of 1862, amount on the whole only to 13,786/. 14s. 44d. Of these, the principal are 
5,239/. 12s. 14d. arrears of revenue of former years, owing to greater regularity in the 
payment of the rents of 1862, leaving a small balance only to be recovered in 1863; 
1,462/. 19s. 9d. interest, owing to the interest on the amount of export duty funded 
allowed by the Oriental Bank Corporation for 1862 having been brought to account by 
the treasurer in that year as a revenue receipt, instead of as deposit export duty funded ; 
and 1,143/. 17s. 7d. incidental receipts by the agents in London, owing to the agents 
having brought to account certain extraordinary receipts in 1862. 

5. ‘The total ordinary expenditure of the year amounted to 738,194/. 6s. 114d. The 
excess of revenue over the expenditure of the year was therefore 214,595/. 19s. 74d, 
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But in addition to the above sum of 738,194/. 6s. 114d. there was a further expenditure 
under the Surplus Fund Ordinance of a sum of 119/. 19s. 5d. for military works and 
buildings, making the total expenditure of the year 738,314/. 6s. 44d. 

6. As compared with the expenditure of the preceding year, that of 1863 shows an 
increase of 111,540/. 11s. 3d., viz., establishments 7,679/. Os. 1d., and services exclusive 
of establishment, 103,8612. lls. 2d. Under the latter head the principal items are, 
pensions and retired allowances 2,860/. 18s. 114d., owing chiefly to the arrears 
of pensions paid by the Madras Government to the Kandyan state prisoners and 
pensioners having been brought to account in 1863; revenue services 5,568/. 17s. 7$d., 
on account of the cost of manufacturing, collecting, and storing salt in the North- 
western Province, and of the expenses of the pearl fishery at Aripo; transport, 
3,446/. 4s. 104d., on account of one third passage money paid to public servants 
- proceeding to and from England, and the imcreased expenditure incurred for the 
conveyance of convicts beyond the Island; works and buildings 2,333/. 6s. 49d.; 
roads, streets, and bridges 28,523/. 2s. 94d.; Government vessels 3,602/. 13s. 84d., 
on account of the expenses attending the repairs of the steamer “ Pearl” at Calcutta 
and Coconada, which were brought to account in 1863; immigration 1,646/. 15s. 44d. ; 
and railway liabilities 73,420/. 6s. 2td. The large increase under this head is owing 
to the amount of a duty having been brought to account in 1863 as a charge 
against the vote, under the head “railway liabilities,” and funded in the Oriental 
Bank, whilst in previous years the amounts were only taken credit for in the public 
accounts as “export duty funded.” 

7. Under some of the heads there was a decrease in the expenditure of 1863 as 
compared with that of the preceding year. Of these the principal are :—miscellaneous, 
2,926l. 11s. 24d., owing to a smaller expenditure by the Crown Agents in London in 
1863 on account of miscellaneous charges; colonial commissariat 5,554/. 3s. 84d., 
also in consequence of smaller payments for stores procured from England; refund 
of duties, drawbacks, &c., 3,121/. 13s. 1$d., and electric telegraph 3,813/. 15s. Id., 
no expenditure having been incurred in 1863 for the construction of telegraph lines. 


Assets and Liabilities. 


8. From the Auditor General’s Return of Assets and Liabilities it will be seen that 
the total amount of assets on the Ist January 1864 was 752,284/. 4s. 14d. and the 
amount of liabilities 719,1722. 12s. 24¢d., leaving an apparent balance in favour of 
the Ceylon Government of 33,1117. lls. 10$d. In the assets is included a sum 
of 67,130/. 7s. 5d., amount of revenue debts outstanding. Of this the sum of 
39,155l. 13s. 83d. is considered irrecoverable, and will have to be struck off the returns, 
on authority being obtained from Her Majesty’s Government, 2,007/. 4s. 104d. are 
awaiting the decision of ccurts of Law, and there is a prospect of recovering only the 
sum of 25,967/. 8s. Od. ‘The assets also include the following sums reserved for 
railway purposes :— 

Export duty funded in the Oriental Bank, including interest £ sd 


thereon ~- - - - - - - 67,696 16 4 
Annual contribution from General Revenue, including interest — 

thereon - - - - - - - 31,107 4 & 
Remittance from the Crown Agents in London from railway 

funds in their hands, including interest thereon - - 53,342 0 10 


Balance of railway funds in the hands of the Crown Agents - 129,010 1 4 


Total = - ; - 281,216 3 2 





9. In the statement of liabilities is included a sum of 9,543/. 13s. 2d., being balance 
unexpended under the Surplus Fund Ordinances, the whole of which it will probably 
not be necessary to expend. It also includes the following items on account of the 
railway expenditure: 





Amount of Ceylon debentures sold in England to pay the £ s. d. 
debt of the late Railway Company - - - 100,000 0 O 
Interest thereon at 6 per cent. per annum for seven years - 30,009 0 O 

Amount of Ceylon Government debentures sold in England 
in May 1863 for the construction of the railway - - 250,000 0 O 
Interest thereon at 6 per cent. per annum for fifteen years - 217,719 O O 
Total “ - - 597,728 0 O 
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CEYLON. 10. Ascompared with the Return of Ist January 1863, there was an increase in the 
— assets on the Ist January of the present year of 268,202/. 14s. 74d., and in the 
liabilities of 487,551/. 15s. 53d. 
Imports and Exports. 7 


11. There was an increase of 858,111/. 9s. 5d. in the value of goods imported in 
1863, as compared with 1862, the one having been 3,590,832/. 18s. 9d., the other 
2,732,7210. 11s. 2d.; and in the exports of 973,217/. 15s. 1d., the value for the two 
years, having been 1862, 2,205,966/. 16s. 8d., 1863, 3,179,184J. 11s. 9d. 

12. These figures do not include the specie imported and exported. Adding these, 
the total value of the imports and exports of 1863, ae compared with those of the 
preceding year, stands thus :— | 


Imports. 
1862 - - £4,243,139 11 8 
1863 - . - 56,433,806 10 7 
Exports. 
1862 ssi - - £2,494,120 5 2 
1863 7 - .- 8,587,234 6 5 : 


13. The increase in the value of imports is caused chiefly by the enhanced value of 
cotton goods, and the increased importation of grain, wines, spirits, malt liquors, and 
other goods, viz.:— 


Cotton goods . - - £284,564 
Silk ditto - = - 14,598 
Grain .  .# _ - 89,962 
Wines, spirits, and malt liquors - 14,687 
Other goods” - - - 454,300 

£858,111 


14. The quantity of grain, including rice, paddy, oe &c., imported in 1863, was 
5,430,618 bushels, being an increase of 398,486 bushels over that imported in 1862, 
which was 5,032,132 bushels. | 

15. In the exports the increase is attributable mainly to the larger quantity of coffee - 
exported in 1863, which was 828,587 cwts., whilst in 1862 it was only 605,178 cwts., 
the increase being 223,409 cwts. There was also an increase in cocoa-nut oil exported 
in 1863 of 449,054 gallons; the quantities being,—1862, 1,429,531 gallons; 1863, 
1,878,585 gallons. In cinnamon there was a decrease of 141,437 lbs.; the quantity 
exported in 1863 being 734,038 Ibs., whilst in 1862 it was 875,475 lbs. | 

16. The revenue derived from imports and exports in 1863 was 280,107/. 14s., 
showing an increase of 46,030/. 5s. 5d. over that of the preceding year, which amounted 
to 234,077/. 8s. 7d. Adding to the above sum the port dues and warehouse rent, viz., 
9,384/. 18s. 10d., the total customs revenue for 1863 amounted to 289,492/. 12s. 10d. 

17. I append to this Despatch a return * of exports of coffee, cinnamon, cocoa-nut- 
oil, and coir, for the last ten years; return*® of the total value of imports and exports 
(including specie and bullion) in the years 1861, 1862, and 1863, and a statement * of 
the number and tonnage of vessels entered and cleared in the same years. 


Public Works. 


18. I forward the following documents required by Her Majesty’s Government, in 
addition to the return of public works included among ‘the Blue Book returns. 


Estimated expenditure out of surplus funds for 1864: 

Analytical statement of progress of public works borne on the budget of 1864: 

Progress of expenditure on Surplus Fund Ordinances from 1857 to 1863, and the 
estimated expenditure for 1864: 7 

Profit and loss on works undertaken as remuncrative, from ditto to ditto ditto. 


19. I enclose also copy of a report by the Civil Engineer and Commissioner of Roads 
on the state of the Public Works Department, and a report on the progress and expendi- 
ture on roads and receipts from tolls for the year 1863. 





* The only Enclosures to this Despatch which are printed, are the Reports made by the several Government Agents on the 
state of their respective Provinces, _ 


mee — Tw 
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20. From the abstract attached to the Blue Book Return it will be seen that the 
total expenditure on public works during the past year amounted to 177,638/. 2s. 6d., 
V1Z. :— | “2 


Government money - _ - - - £134,921 7 14 
Commutation money paid in assessment for labour 

under the Road Ordinance, and private contributions - 22,126 5 
Cost of establishment - - - 20,590 10 O 





£177,638 2 6 





As compared with 1862, the expenditure of. 1863 shows an excess of 26,7421. 7s. 104d., 
that for 1862 being only 150,895/. 14s. 8d. | 

21. The amount expended in opening new roads was 17,260/. 9s. 43d., viz., 
14,3297. 16s. 04d. Government money, and 2,930/. 13s. 4d. Road Ordinance funds 
and private contributions. Of these, the principal was the road from Palmadulla to 
Ballangodde, which was referred to in Sir Charles MacCarthy’s Despatch No. 141. 
of the 20th August 1863, and on which a sum of 9,670/. 15s. 84d was expended 
last year. . | , | 

22. The following are the amounts expended on some of’ the other new roads opened 
during the past year: | 
| ‘ Western Province. , 
From the Government Factory, Colombo, through the railwa £ Ss. 














d. 
station to Marandatin ° - - - 1,000 0 O 
Northern Province. | a 
From Manaar to Peesalle - - - : 500 0 O 
From Pottoor to Kodigamoe - - - - 137 13 73 
Central Province. 
Two miles from the limit of the North-western Province to 
Dambool - - - oe - 411 5. 8} 
Poondooloya Road Extension :— | 
Private contribution - - - £1,302 4 4 
Government money_~ - - - 284 6 7 
1,586 10 11 
Dimboola District Road :— : 
Private contribution - - - £1,405 0 0 
Government money - - + 1,802 2 54 : | 
: 3,207 2 54 
From Madoolkelle to Holloogange :— | 
Private contribution - - - 223 0 0 
Government money - - - 300 0 O : : 
—_—__—— 523 0 O 


23. The: amount expended on the repair and up-keep of roads and canals was 
86,0497. lls. 4d. of Government money, and 18,470/. 4s. Ofd. of commutation money. 
The expenditure on canals and inland navigation amounted to 4,685/. 4s. 114d., and 
the amount of tolls realized from canals was 3,438/. The cost of the repair of the road 
from Colombo to Galle and Hambantothe, a distance of 151 miles, was 8,335/. 15s. 34d., 
and the receipt from tolls 7,114/. ‘The expenditure on the road from Colombo to 
Kandy (72 miles) was 28,965/. 7s. 10d., whilst the receipt from tolls amounted to 
34,7411. _ : 


24. A sum of 6,213/. 9s. 54d. was expended for new bridges, of which 17 were under- 


taken and 9 completed last year. Some of these were small and unimportant ones. 
The principal were the following :— | 


Central Province. 


; £ ss. d. 
‘Tron lattice bridge over the Nalanda Oya — - - - 2,524 3 OF 
Ditto over the Dambool Oya - - - 225 8 64 
Ditto over the Leangalle Oya on the Knuckles | 
os Road - -- . : - 778 5 10 
Ditto . over the Dalook Oys on the Knuckles Road 1,120 4 8} 
4 
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Southern Province. Los d 
Permanent bridge at Hickgodde - : . - 201 12 0 
Bridge at Caloomoodere on the Galle Road = «- - - 3801 6 
Permanent bridge at Minuangodde_ - - ° - 275 0 0 


25. The repair of bridges cost 2,889/. 6s. 24d. 


26. The ‘expenditure on new buildings was 5,233/. 7s. 24d. The following were the 
most important of the buildings in progress last year :— 


Western Province. 
Girls’ School, Pettah, Colombo . : 


ch - 514 5 0 

New Civil Hospital, Colombo - - . - - 870 0 0 

Industrial School - - . . ° - $870 0 0 

Singhalese Church, Colombo - - : - - 31411 9 

Permanent warehouse, Caltura - ° ‘ - 260 0 0 

North-western Province. 

Assistant Government Agent’s house, Putlam_ - - - 300 0 0 
Southern Province. 

A new gaol at Galle - - - - - - 200 0 0 
Northern Province. 

Cutcherry at Anaradhapoora - - - - - 11812 5 

Buildings for Public Works Department, Jaffna - - 17813 1 

Additional cutcherry accommodation at Jaffna “ - 85 15 10 
Central Province. 

Court-house at Pusilawe . . - - - 381 0 2 

Cutcherry at Matelle_ - - - - - - 250 0 0 

Police magistrate’s residence, Pangwelle - - - 150 0 0 

Court-house at Dambool : : . : 48 17 3 

Gaol at ditto - - - - - - - 52 4 9 


27. The amount expended on the repair of existing buildings was 7,077/. 10s. 6d. ; on 
drainage, ferry boats, and general service, 3,400/. 3s. 5d.; miscellaneous services, which 
include the purchase of tools, the working of the Government factory, the purchase of 
draft cattle, subsistence of sick and newly-caught elephants, the importation of labourers 
from the coast of India, cost of construction of a small steam-tug for the transport of 
road materials in Jaffna, and sundry other services, amounted to 9,728/. 2s. 114d. 

28. The above items are exclusive of the expenditure on military works, which 
amounted to 8,951/. 3s. 94. 


Government Houses at Colombo, Galle, and Kandy. 


29. The report of the Civil Engineer on the state of the Queen’s Houses at Colombo 
and Galle and the Pavilion at Kandy shows that these houses are in fair order. Some 
repairs are required to the buildings at Colombo and Kandy, provision for which will be 
included in the estimates for 1865. Irom the enclosed report of the Deputy-Commis- 
sary-General, it will be seen that the furniture of the Queen’s House at Colombo and 
the Pavilion at Kandy has been maintained in serviceable order, 


Surveying Department. 


30. The enclosed report of the Surveyor-General gives a most favourable account of 
the progress of his department during the past year. The total extent of Crown lands 
sold in 1863 was 28,003 acres, which realized 61,4071. ; whilst in 1862 the extent sold 
was 15,794 acres, and the amount realized 35,173/. The land sales in the Central 
Province have been the most important, maintaining nearly the average rate of 2/. 8s. per 
acre of the preceding year. The extent disposed of during 1863 was 19,409 acres, being 
nearly double that of the preceding year, viz., 9,545 acres, the receipts being 40,378 in 
1863 against 23,238 in 1862. Almost the whole of this area has se purchased for 
coffee cultivation. 

In the Western Province, although the return is not so high as in the Central 
Province, it is still more favourable than that of the preceding year; 4,228 acres were 


STATE OF HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 113 


sold for 9,270/., or at the rate of 2/. 4s. per acre in 1863; whilst in 1862 the extent sold 
was 3,778 acres, and the amount realized 6,217/., being an average of 1/. 13s. per acre. 
As in the preceding year, the ra rate per acre was obtained in the Southern Pro- 
vince, where 1,217 acres were sold for 7,319/., or at the rate of 6/. per acre. A great 
portion of this land is situated in localities where the paddy fields are under the influence 
of the Oroobokke Irrigation Works. The Surveyor-General notices one small garden 
land at Dondera, in extent 5a. 3r. 20p., which produced the high figure of 1,205/., and 
was bought for Temple purposes. He remarks also that the cultivation of coffee is 
again about to be tried in the Morawe Corle, where two lots of 543 acres were pur- 
chased, it is believed, with this view. : 
31. In the other provinces, the results of Crown lands sold are as follows :— 


Eastern Province - 1,161 acres sold for 1,510/., or 12. 6s. per acre. 
North-western Province 1,947 acres sold for 2,818/., or 17. 8s. per acre. 
Northern Province - 41 acres sold for 112/., or 12. 19s. per acre. 


32. In addition to the Crown lands sold, 4,564 acres were alienated as encroachments 
sold or given at a valuation, lands granted at half valuation, free grants or settlements 
for certificates against the Crown, and the amount realized therefrom was 5,098. 


33. The total extent of land sold and otherwise disposed of in the several Provinces 
during the year was 32,567 acres, and the total receipts, including survey fees (6,3061.), 
amounted to 72,811/., showing an increase as compared with the preceding year of 
7,265 acres in the quantity sold, and of 32,916/. in the receipts. | 

34. The Surveyor-General mentions a fact in his report in connexion with this subject 
which deserves to be specially noticed. It appears that out of the total receipts of 
72,8111. during the past year more than 48,000/. were paid by the natives; a circumstance 


which, whilst it indicates their prosperity, is satisfactory to the Government, who may - 


now look forward for an extension of the sales of land throughout the several Provinces, 
whereas formerly they were chiefly confined to the Central Province. 


Electric Telegraph. 


35. I enclose the report of the Superintendent of Telegraphs on the working of the 
lines during the year 1863. 


36. Owing to a change in the office of Superintendent and other causes, no steps could 
could be taken last year for the construction of the line from Kandy to Trincomalie, 
which had been sanctioned by Her Majesty’s Government. Shortly after the arrival of 
the present Superintendent, Mr. Bence, he proceeded to Trincomalie, and made arrange- 
ments for the commencement of the work, ia is now in progress, and which it is hoped 
will be completed before October next. 


37. On the recommendation of the late Superintendent, Mr. Cappel, the Government 
has sanctioned the construction of a second line between Colombo and Galle. This 
line is represented to be absolutely necessary, owing to the faulty state of the present 
line, which has become corroded and brittle, by the action of the air impregnated with 
salt. 


38. The lines between Colombo and Kandy, and from the latter place to Manaar, are 
in tolerably good order; some of the posts are decayed, and will be renewed by new 
posts which have been purchased, which will make the line throughly secure. 


39. The number of messages dispatched and received during the year was 22,951, 
exceeding that of 1862 (20,550) by 2,401. The total value of messages transmitted 
through the Ceylon lines was 11,383/. 19s. 10}d., of which a sum of 3,219l. 5s. 114d. 
was due to the Indian Government; and after deducting also the amount of postages on 
Indian messages, the net receipts in favour of the Ceylon Government was 7,5471/. 4s 54d., 
which exceed the receipts of the preceding year (3,886/. ls. 4d.) by 3,661/. 3s. 14d. 
Of this amount the small sum of 1,104/. 10s. 33d. only, was obtained from messages 
sent to and from different stations in this Island; the remainder being the value ot 
messages passing through Ceylon to or from stations on the Indian lines. The total 
expenditure of the department during the year amounted to 4,923/. 3s. 5$d., including 
295/. 11s. 11d. for charges on account of repairs, being 202/. 18s. 7d. in excess of the 
expenditure of 1862 (4,720/. 4s. 10d.) Whilst in 1862 the expenditure exceeded the 
receipts by 834/. 3s. 6d., there was a profit to Government on the operations of last year 
of no less than 2,6241. Us. 113d. ‘This is attributable chiefly to the new tariff of charges 
(fixing 200 miles as a single distance in Ceylon), which came into operation from 
December 1862, so that the anticipations of Sir Charles MacCarthy, expressed in his 
Despatch, No. 141, of the 20th August last, have been fully realized. 
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40. It is satisfactory also to observe that there has been an improvement in the 
working of the lines, which ts ascribed by the Superintendent to the mtroduction by 
Mr. Cappel of an effectual and cheap method of insulation. Whilst formerly the lines 
seldom worked well during rainy weather, such interruptions now rarely occur, and the 
Superintendent states that during the past year and up to the present time no lines could 
possibly have worked more successfully. : 


Railway. | 
41. I enclose copy of an interesting ip sk from the Chief Resident Engineer Ceylon 
Railway, showing the progress of works from the commencement of the undertaking to 
the 30th June last. | 
42. For facilities of reference, Mr. Molesworth has divided the line into four divisions, 
VIZ. : | | 
Ist. Division from Colombo to 30th mile = 30 miles. 
2d. 3 » 380th mile to 53rd ,, = 23 
3d. “3 »  O3rd ,, to65th,, = 12 
Ath. ,, » 65th, toKandy = 9 ,, 


43, The third division includes all the heavy work on the mountain passes, the 
progress made on which will materially affect the time of the completion of the 
contract. 

44, The works were commenced in March 1863. The progress made in the first and 
in part of the second division is such that there will be no difficulty in opening the line 
for traffic as far as Ambepusse, which is half way between Colombo and Kandy, by 
June next. 

45. The total cost of work executed to the end of June last amounts to 355,684/ or 
more than four tenths of the whole contract. Of this sum, 97,633/. represent permanent 
way materials and bridge work received from England, so that about 258,000/., or one 
third of the whole, represents the work done m Ceylon. Retentions, as a fund to 
guarantee the due performance of the contract, have been made to the amount of 
25,0007. The whole of the advances on plant in Ceylon have been repaid by the 
contractor. | 

46. The earthworks from Colombo to the 30th mile are almost completed, and from 
the 30th to the 47th mile they are in an advanced state. On the difficult work of the 
pass about one third of the bulk of the cuttings and embankments have been completed. 

47. The tunnels and rockwork on the incline are, from causes beyond control, rather 
behindhand. It was intended to have nine tunnels on the line; it is now proposed to 
convert four of these into open cuttings. Notwithstanding the difficulty of procurin 
labourers for work of this kind, and the unhealthiness of the season, the Chief Resident 
Engineer reports that there has not been any falling off in the progress of the tunnels, 
and the rate of progress which the miners have attained is such that he expects that they 
will all be completed at different periods from January 1865 to February 1866. 

48. A great many of the. bridges and culverts have been already finished, or are in 
course of construction. ‘The erection of the bridge over the ph Acces. has been 
delayed by the non-arrival of a portion of the ironwork. An attempt made to commence 
the pier of the Maha Oya Bridge proved unsuccessful, owing to the setting in of the 
floods. Quarrying operations are now about to be commenced on the banks of the 
Mahavillegange, for the purpose of obtaining stone for the masonry of the bridge over 
that river. 

49. The rails have been laid, with the exception of a short break at the Kalany 
Bridge, from Colombo to the 23d mile, or nearly one third of the total length ; and it 1s 
expected that the line will be ready for locomotion to that distance as soon as the 
Kalany Bridge can be opened. | 

50. Fair progress has also been made in other descriptions of work; and it is hoped 
that, notwithstanding the difficulties which the contractor has had to encounter in 
obtaining labourers, and in retaining them m his service, and the interruptions to the 
work occasioned by the unusual amount of sickness which has been prevailing for the 
last few months, the railway may, with energy on the part of the contractor, be com- 
pleted by the 2d February 1867, the time specified in the contract. 


Legislation. 


51. The session of the Legislative Council of 1863, which commenced in August, was 
continued till the beginning of the present year. Twenty Ordinances were enacted 
during the session. Of these, seventeen were passed in 1863, and the remainder at the 
commencement of the present year. 
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52. The object of Ordinance No. 1. was to confirm the contract entered into with the 
railway contractor for the completion of the railway between Colombo and Kandy. 
Although this contract was based on the resolutions passed by the Legislative Council 
in 1861, it was considered desirable, as it created a charge on the revenue of the Colony, 
that it should be formally ratified by a distinct legislative enactment. __ 

53. Considerable difficulty having been experienced since the commencement of 
railway operations in obtaining possession of lands required for the line of railway, owing 
to the various requirements prescribed by the former law on this subject, it became 
necessary to amend it, and Ordinance No. 2. was passed with this view. Its objects are 
two-fold; first, to enable the Crown to take possession of private lands for public pur- 
poses; and, secondly, to survey aud assess lands wanted by private proprietors to secure 
access to their properties through the lands of others. As regards lands to be taken for 
public purposes, the intervention of the Executive Couneil will not now be required, in 
the reference to the Surveyor-General to report on the necessity of taking the land, and 
in the order to issue the commission to assess it, these steps being left to the Governor, 
and the intervention of the Council being prescribed only in the final decision to take 
possession of the land. In the case of lands required by private proprietors, to secure 
access to their properties, the intervention of the Executive Council has been retained 
in every stage of the proceedings to be taken. The other amendments made had 
reference to the period of notice to be given to the owner of the land, which has been 
reduced from one month to three weeks, and to the number of jurymen, which has also 
been reduced from thirteen to seven, which was considered amply sufficient for the 
protection of private rights. 

54. No. 3. was passed with the view to amend Ordinance No. 14. of 1863, for the 
prevention of accidents by gunpowder, so as not to make the provisions of the latter 
enactment applicable to gunpowder intended for the use of Her Majesty’s military or 
naval stores, and in the custody of of the proper military or naval authorities. 

55. Ordinance No. 4. authorizes district courts to institute inquiries into wrecks. This 
duty was imposed by Ordinance No. 5. of. 1861, which was founded on the Merchant 
Shipping Act of 1854, on police courts, assisted by nautical assessors. The Merchant 
Shipping Act, 1862, having enlarged the powers of these local tribunals, it became 
necessary to make an alteration in their constitution, and the duty has accordingly been 
transferred to district courts, assisted, if need be, by nautical assessors. ' 

56. Ordinance No. 5. provides for the extension to certain places of some of the 
provisions of Ordinance No. 17. of 1844. A question having been raised as to the 
jurisdiction of certain police branch stations established in some of the outlying districts, 
which were not maintained by a local assessment, as required by the Ordinance of 1844, 
it became necessary to pass this enactment, with a view to remove all doubts on the 
subject, and to extend to the police the protection afforded by the Ordinance 
referred to. 

57. Ordinance No. 6. provides for the snpplementary contingent charges of the year 
1863. 

58. No. 7., relating to merchant shipping, was called for by the necessity for making 
provision for the engagement, protection, and discipline of merchant seamen, and for 
establishing regulations for securing competency on the part of masters of vessels. 

59. No. 8., “to provide for the registration of titles to land and of all deeds affecting 
land,” was a measure the want of which had long been felt. Its objects are two-fold ; 
first, to provide for a registration of titles and incumbrances founded on a survey in such 
a manner as to secure extreme facility and absolute certainty in the ascertainment of 
such titles and incumbrances; secondly, to provide for the immediate interim registra- 
tion of all alienations and incumbrances which may be effected previous to the intro- 
duction of the provisions, based on a survey, in a manner which, though not as perfect and 
satisfactory as that in connexion with the survey, will yet prevent frauds, which are 
practised with perfect impunity for want of some system of registration of incumbrances. 
Certain amendments in this Ordinance were suggested by his Grace the Duke of 
Newcastle, which will be embodied in an Ordinance to be laid before the Legislative 
Council at its present Session. 

60. Ordmance No. 9., to extend and make compulsory the practice of vaccination, 
was passed with a view to check the progress of smallpox, which, since the abolition of 
the quarantine laws, had spread unchecked in various parts of the Island. 

61. Ordinance No. 10. is intended to provide a remedy for the evils arising from the 
possession of lands in common, and of the division of them into very minute parcels. 

62. No. 11., to regulate the temporal affairs of churches not provided for in the 
Ordinance No. 12. of 1846, was found to be necessary, as the Ordinance of 1846 had 
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reference only to Episcopalian churches, and_no provision had been made for regulating 
the temporalities of churches other than Episcopalian, or churches not exclusively 
Episcopalian. By your Despatch No. 92. of the 26th May last you suggested certain 
alterations in this Ordinance, which will be embodied in an amended Ordinance which the 
Queen’s Advocate has been instructed to prepare. 

63. Ordinance No. 12. provides for the contingent charges of 1864. 

64. No. 13., “to amend in certain respects the law of marriages in this island, and to 
rovide for the better registration thereof,” was a measure the want of which had lon 
ae felt. It is based on a Despatch from the Duke of Newcastle, No 134., of the 
31st July 1863, and provides simply for the civil registration of marriages, leaving all 
religious questions untouched, and all religious ceremonies to be performed according to 
the rites of each particular church or religion, without in anywise affecting the civil 
validity of the marriages so celebrated; permitting, however, the religious solemnity 
to constitute a contract cognizable by law if it be performed according to the rules 

prescribed by law. 

65. No. 14. authorizes the establishment of tolls on the road from Gordon’s Bridge to 

Kadigamowa, which was rendered necessary by the increased traffic on the road. 
_ 66. No. 15. amends Ordinance No. 14. of 1845, which limited the period for which 
written contracts could be entered into with pioneers for the department of Public Works 
to three years. It was found, in consequence of the greater expenditure incurred in 
bringing persons from the coast of India to serve as pioncers, that this period was not 
sufficient to reimburse the Government for the expenditure which it had to defray on 
this account, and the term was therefore extended to five years. 

67. The object of Ordinance No 16. is to extend to labourers employed in the con- 
struction of the line of railway between Colombo and Kandy the provisions of Ordinance 
No. 20. of 1861, relating to the hire and service of labourers, which were applicable only 
to agricultural labourers, it being desirable that every encouragement should be afforded 
to the contractor to carry on this undertaking. 

68. No. 17. was a private Bill empowering certain persons to construct and use a road 
through lands belonging to certain other persons, the interference of the Legislature 
having been found to be necessary in consequence of the unreasonable opposition of some 
of the parties to give the required access through their properties. 

69. Ordinance No. 1. of 1864, though passed at the commencement of this year, was 
@ measure introduced during the session of 1863. It consolidates and amends in certain 
respects the law touching justices of the peace in criminal cases. The law bearing on 
this subject being scattered over several Ordinances, considerable difficulty was expe- 
rienced by justices of the peace in ascertaining the exact nature of their duties and the 
powers vested in them; it was therefore desirable to consolidate the law so that justices 
might be enabled to act with decision and promptitude. The Ordinance also simplifies 
and amends the former law, and several new provisions have been introduced which were 
rendered necessary by local circumstances. By your Despatch No. 86. of the 10th May 
last you suggested certain modifications in this Ordinance, in respect to which I have 
solicited further instructions by my Despatch No. 147. of the 15th July last. 

70. The object of Ordinance No. 2. of 1864, which amends Ordinance No. 26. of 
1852, is to prevent persons selling salt on behalf of Government from demanding a higher 
price than that fixed by Government; a practice which was found to prevail at Jaffna, 
and which was equally injurious to the revenue and the public, who were liable to gToss 
extortion, from which they were without any protection, as the law made no provision 
which would reach the offence. 


71. Ordinance No. 3. of 1864, “to apply a portion of the surplus revenue of past 
‘¢ years towards payment of the expenses of constructing the line of railway between 
‘¢ Colombo and Kandy,” was passed in conformity with instructions received from the 
Duke of Newcastle. 


Population. 


72. The total population of all classes of inhabitants for 1863 is given in the returns 
at 2,342,098, showing an excess of 262,217 over the population of the preceding year. 
73. The following are the numbers of births, marriages, and deaths in 1863, as 
appearing in the returns :— 
Births. - : : - 48,589 
_ Marriages - - - 23,581 
Deaths - - - - 30,024 
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Public Health. 


74. The enclosed Report from the Acting Principal Civil Medical Officer gives an 
account of the diseases which prevailed in Ceylon, and of their progress, during 1863. 
The Island, he says, was visited with cholera and periodic outbreaks of fever, but not 
to the extent to which these diseases prevailed in former years. Smallpox existed 
throughout the year, and to a greater extent than in 1862. ‘The other diseases which 
prevailed here were whooping cough, measles, bowel complaints, sore throats of a mild 
form, catarrh, and chicken-pox. 

75. Cholera did not assume an epidemic form. It made its appearance only at 
Colombo and Kaigalle in the Western ea ad at Arippo in the Northern Province, and 
at Kandy and Matelle in the Central Province. There were but very few cases on the 
whole, the total number reported being only 19, of which six proved fatal. In 1862 the 
number of cases was 2,594, and the number of deaths 1,488. 

76. Smallpox, which was on the decline in the beginning of 1863, gradually increased, 

and became epidemic about the middle of the year. It spread throughout the whole 
Island; one station only, Hambantothe, being free from it. It was on the decline 
towards the end of the year, but still there were several cases remaining at that period 
in different parts of the Island. ‘The total number of cases reported in 1863 was 2,661, 
and the number of deaths 502. In 1862 the number of cases was 2,190, and the 
number of deaths 336, the rate of mortality being 18 per cent. in 1863, and 15 per 
cent. in 1862. 
_ 77. The Ordinance to make vaccination compulsory, which Sir Charles MacCarthy 
stated in his Despatch No. 141. of the 20th August 1863 it was his intention to bring 
forward, was passed last year, and will be gradually brought into operation in different 
parts of the Island, commencing from Colombo in the Western Province, when it is 
hoped that the difficulties which have hitherto existed in carrying on vaccination will to 
a great extent be removed. ‘The results attending the efforts made last year to extend 
vaccination were more satisfactory than those of the preceding one; the total number 
vaccinated in 1863 was 79,295, of which 57,378 were reported as successful. The 
numbers in 1862 were, vaccinated 77,011, successful operations 56,884. 

78. The Report of the Acting Principal Civil Medical Officer contains also valuable 
and interesting information as to the state of the Medical Department, and of the several 
hospitals in the Island, and the cases treated in them. 


Education. 


79. I enclose a copy of the Twentieth Report of the Central School Commission for 
the period from the Ist July 1862 to the 30th June 1863, which gives a full account of 
the Government Schools up to the middle of last year. | 

80. The returns for 1863, as compared with those for the previous year, show an 
increase of 230 in the number of pupils in the Government Schools ; the numbers being 
5,748 in 1863 against 5,588 in 1862, and an increase of 83 in the average daily atten- 
dance. This increase is ascribed partly to the addition of five new schools which were 
established last year. 

Owing to the discontinuance of grants to two schools, and the giving of a grant to 
one, there is a decrease of one in the number of aided schools, with a corresponding 
decrease of 36 in the number of pupils attendmg those schools, and a decrease of 11 in 
the average daily attendance. 

81. The expenditure by the Government on account of Education in 1863 amounted 
to 14,5201. 3s. 7d., showing an increase of 420l. 16s. Od. as compared with that of 
1862, which amounted to 14,099l. 7s. 63d. The school fees amounted to 2,2411. 4s. 8d., 
being an increase of 371. 6s. 34d. over the receipts from this source in 1862. 

&2. In the male orphan school supported by Government there were 22 boys in 1863, 
and 25 in 1862. In the female orphan school the number of girls in 1863 was 16, and in 
1862, 24. 

83. The boys’ orphan school is under the charge of the chaplain of St. Peter’s Church, 
Colombo, and the female school is entrusted to the management of a committee of 
ladies. | 

84. On the recommendation of these ladies, Sir Charles MacCarthy authorized last 
year the advantages of the female orphan school being extended to the children of othcrs 
than European soldiers, on certain conditions. Owing to the reduction of the military 
force in the Island, the number of inmates in the asylum has been much diminished, but 
notwithstanding such diminution it was necessary to maintain a staff for the care of 
the military orphans remaining in the institution. The urgent solicitations which have 
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from time to time been made to Government for the admission of children other than 
military show the necessity for some such home for orphan children. Sir Charles 
MacCarthy, therefore, on the recommendation of the ladies’ committee, approved of the 
children to be admitted into the institution being classed under three heads :— 


Ist. Female orphatis of married soldiers and non-commissioned officers dying in 
service in Ceylon, to be admitted on the application and recommendation of 
the officer in command of the regiment; but in case of the death of the 
mother only, to be admitted on the father paying into the school the amount 
thet would have been stopped for the child’s rations. 

2d. The fatherless children of any one dying in Government employ in Ceylon, to 
be admitted on prepayment to the Government of thirty pounds. 


3rd. Orphans of Europeans dying in Ceylon to be also admitted on prepayment of 
thirty pounds. 


85. It was not intended by these alterations to establish an orphanage to be main- 


tained by Government; it was only hoped that by this scheme the asylum would cost 


less than formerly, whilst relief would be given in cases of urgent necessity. 

86. There are twelve regimental schools. Two of these are for the instruction of the 
children of the European soldiers in the garrison of Colombo. Of the remaining ten, 
five are adult schools for non-commissioned officers and soldiers of the Ceylon Rifle 
Regiment, who are taught reading and writing in English and Malay, and five for the 
sons of the soldiers of that corps. The number of pupils attending the regimental schools 
last year was 674; the number in 1862 was 822. 

87. The returns furnished by the different missionary bodies in Ceylon show that 
there has been an extension in the efforts made by them to spread i ea in the 
Island. ‘There is an increase in the number of missionary schools last year, as compared 
with that of the preceding year, of 192 schools, and in the number of pupils of 6,169. 


88. The following is an abstract of the schools belonging to the different missions : 


—— No. of Schools. | No. of Pupils. 


Society for the Propagation of the Gospel - — = 173 6,420 
Church Missionary Society - - - 89 3,086 
Wesleyan Missionary Society - - - 112 4,316 
Baptist Missionary Society - - - 13 461 
American Missionary Society - . - 53 1,658 
Roman Catholic Missionary Society - - 79  - 8,789 

Total - - - + 519 19,680 


89. The Wesleyan and the Roman Catholic Missions received in support of their 
schools in the Northern Province grants in aid from the Government, the former to the 
amount of 302/. 10s., and the latter 200/. 

90. There is a decrease in the number of private schools, which in 1863 was 28}, 
whilst the number in 1862 was 784; but there is not a proportionate diminution in the 
number of pupils attending these schools, which in 1863 was 5,380, being less by only 
128 than the number of pupils in 1862, viz., 5,508. 

91. Prefixed to the Blue Book Returns will be found a table giving a statistical view 


of the progress of this Colony from the years 1821 to 1863 inclusive, and an abstract of 


the principal statistical results for the years 1862 and 1863, prepared in the form 
suggested by the International Statistical Congress at the Meeting held in London in 
1860. 


92. I enclose also Reports from the several Government Agents on the state of their 
respective Provinces. 

93. These documents contain most useful and interesting information on various 
matters connected with this Colony. 

I have, &c., 
| (Signed ) TERENCE O’BRIEN, 
The Right Hon. Edward Cardwell, M.P. Major-General. 
&c, &C. &c. 
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Sir, Government Agent’s Office, Colombo, August 22, 1864, 
I wave the honour to submit to Government my report on the Western Province for 1863. 
The revenue for 1863, compared with that of the immediately preceding year, shows a collective 
increase of 12,226/. 8s. 64d. The decrease under particular heads is paar el, eee by the augmen- 
tations from the following sources: 


Plumbago, 
Agriculture, 
Licences, 
Land Sales. 


The development of the plumbago trade has been remarkable, and as the mineral is used 
extensively in machinery, it 1s probable that the progress of the social war in America has had 
some influence upon it. : 

The quantity exported during the year was not less than 2,620 tons, a large proportion havin 
been raised on Crown lands, and contributed an export duty, as well as helped to swell the territorial 
revenue. | 

The demand for the article is so persistent that the trade received no discouragement, though the 
royalty was raised from 5s. to 14s. in 1862, and to 16s. per ton in February last. 

The best samples of plumbago are found in the Rygam and Pasdoon corles, and several allotments 
of land known or believed to contain veins of the mineral, not exceeding an acre in extent, have been 
sold to private parties at prices varying from 60/. to 3001. 

An unusual drought which prevailed through two thirds of the year had almost destroyed the 
yalla crops. The partial rains, however, proved sufficient to prevent any serious disappointment 
till the commencement of the present year, and the enhanced price of grain secured above the 
average returns from the paddy sales in 1863. | 

The distillation of arrack always receives a check in dry seasons, and there was a marked falling 
off during the year in the quantity distilled. The arrack renters were prepared to make a grievance 
of the high prices they were consequently called upon to pay for the spirit, but soon reconciled 
themselves to smaller profits than usual, and were not deterred from purchasing the rents of 1864 
on terms still more favourable to Government. 

The expermment induced by the extortions practised by the arrack renters of Caltura, of selling a 
limited number of taverns separately, instead of farming them in the mass, proved successful, as in 
a distillery district in which the facilities for illicit consumption of arrack are great it not only 
brought in a larger revenue, but admitted of the suppression of 57 taverns, the centres equally of 
intemperance and other crimes. 

Convinced that this system may by degrees be advantageously introduced into other parts of the 
country, I have, under favouring circumstances, succeeded in obtaining the sanction of Government 
for its introduction into the town of Colombo, where the control of the taverns, from police conside- 
rations alone, ought always to be retained in the hands of Government. 

The management of this change cannot fail to give additional trouble to the department of the 
Government agent, but no one who has any experience of the system to be displaced can doubt 
either the propriety or necessity of some remedy. 

For the result of the land sales I am indebted to the zealous services of the Surveyor General, 
which has enabled me to dispose of numerous allotments within the Marandabu cinnamon garden 
for building purposes, without forcing, and so causing a depreciation of such land in the market; 
to reclaim encroachments in the several districts which the lapse of a few years would have 
confirmed in private possession, but are now held under honest titles by the several occupants, 
who, having paid for their land, have every motive for bringing them into the fullest cultivation; 
and to facilitate the acquisition, on moderate terms, of extensive paddy lands in the Rygam and 
Pasdoon corles, and in Caltura, hitherto held on the ande tenure, which is knowe to be a serious 
discouragement to all improvement. 

I have before this had occasion to remark on the disproportionate returns from the higher and 
lower rates of tax, and the desirableness, by sale of the lands on which the higher rates are paid, 
of introducing an uniform ‘tax on all paddy Iands, which should not exceed the lowest rate now 
levied on any, viz., 1/10th. . 


The opening of new coffee districts in Saffragam, at the limits both of the Central and Southern 
Provinces, has also beneficially affected the revenue, and will continue to do so on an increased 
ratio im future years. 


The only subject of regret to be recorded, in connexion with the operations of the Surveyor- 


General’s Department, is that a perpetuation of the benefits of the recent settlement by the Temple ° 


Lands Commissioners should not have been secured by surveys, and that the claims of private 
individuals who made deposits under the Minute of 8th August 1844 should not have received the 
attention they deserve, considering the length of time the depositors have been kept without the 
promised transfers, and the fact that one of the strongest arguments for reinforcing the establishment 
of the Surveyor-General in 1858 was the obligation the Government felt itself to be under to 
fulfil its engagements to these depositors, the neglect of which was acknowledged to be a 
reproach. : | 

The adjudications of the Temple Lands Commissioners affect no less than 5,289 acres of arable 
land, 40,000 acres of forest which could be sold at once if surveyed, and 35,000 acres of temple 
property. The importance of defining permanently the limits of the latter can only be appreciated 
by dulv weighing the cost to the public of supporting during eight years the establishment called 
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into existence under the Ordinance No. 10 of 1856, and the certainty that the outlay and labour will 
have absolutely been thrown away unless this be promptly done. 

The Kandy Road has been restored to perfect order since the date of my last Report, and the 
Orwah planters are already availing themselves of the outlet for their produce afforded by the 
Ballangodde Road, which has ‘been extended to the foot of the Happootelle Pass. As the traffic on 
the Ballangodde Road is expected to be very heavy during the current year, owing to the prosperous 
state of the estates to which it leads, and as the portion of it lying between Pelmadulla and 
Tiriwanekettia is scarcely passable, notwithstanding that private means and efforts have recently 
added to those of Government to keep it open, I submit for the consideration of Government the 
desirableness of having this portion immediately metalled, and of further facilities being afforded for 
the transport of goods from Tiriwanekettia to Colombo, either by the removal of the obstacles offered 
by the rapids on the Kalu Gange, or by cutting a new channel for the river, by which they may be 
avoided, in the neighbourhood of Nambapanne. I have reason to believe the latter improvement 
could be effected at a comparatively small cost. 

The railway, the land for which above Polgahawelle and much under that station was only taken 
up between May and June last year, owing to the auspicious state of the weather advanced rapidly in 
the low situations. The contractors judiciously employed the villagers along the line in the con- 
struction of the embankments, and at the commencement of the present year I had the satisfaction 
of being able to ride over tracts of country where only a few months before I had found it difficult 
to make my way even on foot. The incompleteness of the bridge over the Kalany River is 
the only hinderance to the steam train being put at once into use for the first section of 
the line. 

I beg to refer to my Report for 1862 for numerous works which the interests of the community 
render necessary to be undertaken as soon as possible. To those should be added the improvement 
of the Colombo Lake, and the several streets of the town, such as Bankshall Street and Sea Street, 
by opening passages from the sea, in positions forming a continuation of the cross streets, both for 
the better ventilation of the town, and for increased cleanliness in those localities. 

These requirements have been brought under the notice of Government by the committee 
appointed to report on the state of the lake and by the Board of -Health, but cannot be properly 
omitted here. 

The Provincial Road Committee, in anticipation of aid from Government, have taken steps for 
the purchase of a steam dredge for the lake; and I am of opinion that the prisoners of the Hulfsdorp 
Gaol], if withdrawn from all other works and strictly applied to this, would not only be suitably but 
usefully employed. 

The prison labour set down at a certain daily value would show the annual cost of every 
improvement connected with the lake, and the social and sanitary advantages derivable from it. 

There is a considerable bank of sand on the premises of the railway terminus, which, were the 
prisoners at once engaged to transport, it would help to fill up the shallow part of the lake behind 
the mosque at Marandahu, and the land reclaimed would be worth at least 5,000% In the same 
way the pestilential canal at Kayman’s Gate might be filled up, with equal advantage to the Treasury 
and the public health. 

I beg to refer to the proposals of the Lake Committee for the details of both schemes, and to 
state that both the Government engineer and the railway contractor have approved of that first 
mentioned, and are prepared to afford assistance in the way of tramways, &c., and to carry it out. 

The minor roads in every part of the province have been kept up in the state of efficiency con- 
sistent with the means at command, but cannot be metalled or extended from a want of funds. This 
want is particularly felt in respect of roads leading to the railway stations, the conveyance of 
railway materials along which has severely tested the strength of the bridges, many of which 
require immediate removal, and without the aid of Government, for which an appeal has been made 
by the Provincial Road Committee, will soon become impracticable. 

The health of the country throughout the year was excellent, and the prosperity of the inhabitants 
of that portion of it through which the railway passes unprecedented. The money earned by the 
employment afforded by the railway contractors, and the liberal compensation granted for lands 
purchased for railway purposes, has been generally vested in the acquisition and improvement of 
new lands, in a manner calculated to confer an enduring benefit in numerous families. 

I have, &c. 
The Honourable the Colonial Secretary. (Signed) C. P. Layarp, 
Government Agent. 


SIR, Government Agent’s Office, Kurnegalle, July 15, 1864. 
I nave the honour to transmit herewith the annual Report on this Province called for by 
your circular letter of the Ist March last. 
I have, &c. 
The Honourable the Colonial Secretary. (Signed) H. O’Grapy, 
Government Agent. 


- +e es 


STATE OF HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 121 


AnnuaL Reporr for 1863 of the Revenue, Expenditure, and State of the North-western Province. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


1. The total amount of revenue collected in the North-western Province in the year 1863 was 
80,9217. 16s. 03d., showing an excess of 15,204. 4s., equal to 23°13 per cent. over the revenue of 
the preceding year (1862), which amounted to 65,7171. 12s. 03d. 

2. This statement does not include the receipts under the Thoroughfares Ordinance, which 
amounted during the year to 6,108/. 17s. 3d. 

3. The following is an abstract of the particulars of the receipts in the two years 1862 and 1863: 


1862. 1863. 
Arrears of Revenue - - - £1,221 18 9 ££1,355 5 4} 
Land Sales : : - 1,917 211 2,654 11 1 
Grain Tax - - - - 6,796 11 II 18,104 4 44 
Salt Monopoly - - - 38,370 10 0 39,154 14 8 
Arrack Farm - : - - 11,444 138 5 12,734 3 11 
Timber —- : , - 86 6 91 199 12 11 
Tolls = - é z - - 1,889 19 8 2,634 12 6 
Licences - - - - 6545 18 6 5386 8 6 
Stamps. - 4 2 : - 2,801 13 1 2,404 16 8} 
Postage - - - - 68 17 5 79 18 8 
Judicial Receipts - - - 591 1 =7 539 9 2 
All other items - - - §82 18 0 523 18 1} 


4. The total expenditure of the year amounted to 19,5807. 19s. 4d., showing a balance in favour of 
revenue of 61,3-40/. 16s. 84d., and an increase upon the expenditure of 1862 of 2,644. 3s. 8d. 

5. The revenue debts on the 3lst December 1863 amounted to 18,7172 19s. 63d. Of this 
amount the particulars are as follows :— 


L os. d. 
1. Arrears deemed recoverable _ - - - - 1,477 5 32 
2. Do. irrecoverable - - - - - - 16,828 18 54 
3. Do. awaiting decision of Courts - - - - 411 15 10 


In my Report dated from Putlam the 31st of January 1856 I stated that the arrears of revenue 
up to 30th June of the year amounted to 26,7437. 8s. 43d., and of that amount that 18,0702. 2s. L}d., 
being clearly irrecoverable, it was advisable that authority should be obtained to write them off the 
accounts of this Province. Since that date authority has been received (September 1860) to write 
off 1.8341 17s. 94d. from the accounts; and from 1855 to December 1868 the recoveries made have 
reduced the arrears to 18,7171. 19s. 63d., of which, as stated above, 16,8282. 18s. 54d. are considered 
irrecoverable. 


Sale of Crown Lands. 


6. The revenue under this head for the district of Seven Corles in 1863 did not exceed 
418]. 2s. &d., while at Putlam the amount realized by the sale of Crown lands was 2,2361. 8s. 5d., 
showing an increase ef 329/. 15s. 6d. in that district upon the sales of the previous year. In report- 
ing such increase, Mr. Mitford makes the following remarks :—‘* There was an increase of 
«¢ 329/. 15s. 6d. in the sale of Crown lands, a surveyor having been stationed in the district, and 
‘* it will depend on a permanent surveyor heing retained in the district whether the revenue from 
«* this source will continue to improve or fall off.” 


Grain. 

7. The very large amount of revenue (18,1042. 4s. 44d.‘ realized from grain in 1863, compared 
with that derived from the same source of revenue in the immediately preceding year (which did 
not exceed 6,796/. 11s. 11}d.) affords evidence of the more extended cultivation which even a single 
season of propitious weather is calculated to induce, where the cultivation of grain, as in the district 
of Seven Corles, depends entirely on the timeliness and abundance of the supply of water from rain, 
and not on artificial irrigation. The like seasonable weather at Putlam resulted in favourable 
harvests in that district, and, as compared with 1862, produced an increase in the revenue from 


grain of 1,480/. 1s. 7d. The increase under this head of 11,3071. 12s. 53d. over the preceding year 


may therefore be apportioned as follows :—Kurnegalle, 9,827/. 10s. 103d.; Putlam, 1,4802. 1s. 7d. 
Salt. 


8. The weather which in the early part of 1863 proved so favourable to agriculture was so far | 


detrimental to the collection of salt that, from the reports laid before me by the Assistant Agent of 
Putlam, it deterred many of the manufacturers from commencing operations even when more 
suitable weather had set in. Mr. Mitford remarks, that “those who began in good time secured 
‘a good crop; but the negligence of others caused a considerable falling off in the collection 
‘* as compared with the previous year.” Nevertheless, at the end of the year there was a 
quantity of 237,000 cwts. on hand, equal to the consumption for one year and eight months, 
securely got in. 

9. The Government is already in possession of the views and opinions of the several Assistant 
Agents who have succeeded each other in the local charge of the salt districts since the completion 
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of the permanent stores at Putlam, regarding the expediency of turning these costly structures to 
account. Mr. Mitford and Mr. Russell have uniformly represented them to be, not only in design 
ill adapted to the purposes for which they were intended, but in their construction and the choice 
of materials calculated to induce a considerable wastage of the salt stored in them; while 
Mr. Macready, without condemning them so absolutely as his predecessors, was inclined to believe 
that the constructing of temporary stores,:at a small outlay annually, in the immediate vicinity of 
the salt pans, would prove a less costly measure to-Government than would that of transporting the 
salt from the pans to the stores in question. - The correspondence on the- subject of these stores 
has been voluminous, and (as is not unusual in’ such cases) has left the main question unsettled, 
whether they should or should not be used. My own opinion is, that where structures of the kind 
have been raised, with a defined object, at eo large a public cost, the first thing to be done is to 
give them a fair-trial, and let experience pronounce whether it is in the original design that some 
radical vice or im the subsequent construction of them that some incurable defect exists which 
renders it inexpedient to continue to use them as depots for the storage of the particular commodity 
which it was intended to deposit in them. - It will be time to condemn them after such defects shall 
have been demonstrated.. In the meanwhile it is impossible to deny that most of the objections 
which have been raised against the use of these stores are conjectural. I do not for a moment wish 
to make light of the apprehensions which able atid experienced nien, practically acquainted with the 
management of the Salt Department, have entertained, and have not shrunk from expressing, re- 
garding the expediency of using these stores; but the Department of Public Works, by which they 
were constructed, and which must be deemed responsible for any defects in their plan or construc- 
tion which may eventually cause them to be disused, cannot be expected to concur in a condemnation 
which, resting upon no experimental foundation, may turn out to have been based on partial and 
erroneous inferences, I have already in-a former Report drawn attention to the very variable (and 
one might almost say capricious) results exhibited in salt stores the contents of which had been 
derived from the same pans and subject to the same atmospherical influences and local conditions of 
storage.. From this I would hold that, where, as in the storage of salt, the application of the same 
tests does not produce uniformly the same results, caution should be observed in forming conclusions, 
and that before any store be condemned, on theoretical objections, as an unsuitable depdt for the 
storing of salt, or even on objections found applicable in practice to other stores, such trial of it 
should be made.as would effectually dissipate or confirm the apprehensions concerning its defects 
which may have been.entertained. If this be the proper course to adopt in respect-of salt stores 
generally, it would appear to be especially the one to pursue as regards the salt depdts now under 
consideration, which were clearly designed as model stores, wherein, “‘ when properly drained, protected 
‘* and sub-divided, the real amount of wastage might be tested, and furnish the means of determining, 
‘ once for all, what in future should be the fixed rate per cent. to be allowed on that account on the 
“ collection of salt received in store.” 

I have only to add, as regards these stores, that they are built on the “ compartment system,” each 
store being divided into fourteen internal partitions of the like size and capacity, with a yiew to the 
periodical verification of stock, without the expense or time required to weigh it. Each division is 
supposed capable of containing 2,000 cwts.; the two stores, therefore, would admit of 56,000 cwts. being 
deposited in them. a | | | 

The manufacture of 1863 closed on the 31st October, and yielded 132,038 cwts. The following 
statement shows the quantity received m store, or housed in kottoos and on platforms, on the 
31st December 1863. . am 4 . * | | 


“Y 





| — | ; | In Stores. ; In Kottoos. | On Platforms. | 


Cwts. Cwts. | 


























| 
| | 
. Cwts. 
Putlam, North . -; 13,331 — | 65,310 
Putlam, South , + -: 16,955 — ! — 
Calpentyn - - ~~ - -! 10,470 —— — ‘ 
| Natchically - - | 14,800 | — | ead | 
Carativoe - . + - — ; 11,172 | on 
: Chilaw - , 7 os | “ = 
| Total - Cwts. 55,556 | 11,172 65,310 
Public Works. 
* a’! 7 | * * s * 


12. The whole amount. voted by the Legislature for the upkeep and repair of the roads, bridges, 
and canals of this province during the year 1863 was 8,931/. 16s. 9d. of which 5,904l. 3s. 4d. was 
to be charged against the general revenue of the Colony, and 3,027/. 13s. 5d. against the Jabour due 
from the inhabitants of the Province, under the provisions of the Road Ordinance. 

13. Of the condition and state of repair of the principal thoroughfares in the district of Seven 
Corles it is but Justice to say that the roads have been maintained by the district officer of Kur- 
negalle, Mr. P. Cummins, in a remarkably efficient state. The road from Kurnegalle to Putlam in 
particular was the subject of general praise.on the part of the numerous strangers to the district 
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who resorted to Kurnegalle at the time of the elephant kraal,. which' was organized in August last ; 
and I may add that the portion of the same road which is comprised within the Putlam District, 
being eighteen miles in extent, has been maintained in the like excellent order, under the supervision 
of Mr. Mason. . : | et igit Sp 

14. Reporting on the main roads and water communication of his district, Mr. Mitford observes: — 
“* In consequence of the opening and improvement of the inland canal from Putlam to Colombo, 
** the export of salt by sea to Colombo may be said to have entirely. ceased, and the districts which 
** do not produce salt, but more especially Colombo and the: Western Province, are no longer at the 
** mercy of the precarious seaborne supply by native boats, which for six months of the year dared 
** not venture to put to sea; consequently, while the supply of this necessary article was restricted, 
the price was exorbitantly enhanced. . The opening of this canal was one of the first works which 
* the late lamented Sir Henry Ward resolved should be carried out, and the result has fully justified 
** his far-seeing policy. The other districts are supplied with salt all the year round with the greatest 
regularity; the traffic in general merchandise has increased ; cocoa-nut estates have been opened 
** along its banks; and the tolls, which in 1862 were 2752, and had increased in 1863 to 4651, more 
than paying for its upkeep, for I find that the whole expenditure on the canal for 1863, including 
*“ new cuts and tow-paths, as well as upkeep, was 536/, only 296. of which was contributed by the 
general revenue, and the remaining 240. by local assessment under the Road Ordinance. 
“ 15. The main road to Colombo passes through sandy tracts as far as Madampe, and the want 
* of proper material, joined to the small amount allowed for its upkeep, 5662. on an extent of 55 
miles, prevents any great improvement being effected, and is barely sufficient to keep up the line 
““ passable. One of the great obstacles to traffic on this road is the inefficient state in which the 
“ boats at the ferries are kept at the Dedro Oya.and Batool Oya rivers ; the very inferior workman- 
“* ship of the class of artisans in this country is one great cause of early deterioration of these boats, 
“and the necessity for their frequent repairs and changes interferes with the regularity of the 
** passage. [look upon the Batool Oya ferry as one of the curiosities of Ceylon. This water is an 
** artificial tank ; and whereas by a slight detour, which would not lengthen it 200 yards, the road 
“‘ might be carried either along the embankment to the west or above the tank to the east, with one 
“ bridge for the watercourse, it now abuts on either side of the deepest part of the pool, with a ferry 
‘“< boat to keep up a precarious communication. . 

‘‘ The road to Anoradhapoora has been kept in passable order, at an expense of 3397, and some 
‘“* work has been done on the north road, which is now, however, nearly abandoned.” 

16. The expenditure for the upkeep and repair of the minor roads throughout the province 
(including the Government grant-in-aid, 4662. 6s. 2d.) amounted during the year to 2,712/. 2s, 1d. 


& * * # * 


17. As regards the minor roads of this district, I shall confine myself to stating, in this Report, 
that I consider it highly desirable that two of them, viz., the road from Kurnegalle to Girioulle, and 
the road from Kurnegalle to Matelle, be taken over by the department of the Commissioner of 
Roads, under the provisions of the Ordinance No. 10. of 1861, and be declared to be principal 
thoroughfares from the first day of January 1865. On comparing the number of minor roads in 
the District of Seven Corles with the resources of the District Committee (which I need not point 
out consist merely of the remaining amount of labour not appropriated for the works executed by 
the Commissioner of Roads), it will be obvious to Government that the requirements for the upkeep of 
so many as twelve roads, comprising in their extent 214 miles, exceed the resources at the Committee’s 
disposal, and that the annual expenditure on each road is consequently insufficient to ensure its 
being maintained in as proper a state of repair as would be desirable. ‘The road from Kurnegalle to 
Matelle, in particular, would require an expenditure, for the construction of bridges, drains, &c., 
quite out of proportion with the amount which the Committee could afford to apportion to such 
road. On the other hand, if taken over by the department of the Commissioner of Roads, the 
establishment of a toll at one extremity of the road, as also of another at the bridge which would 
have to be thrown over the Cospottoo Oya, would, it is surmised, soon cover the expense of the 
necessary works consequent upon the road being declared a principal thoroughfare. The question 
assumes particular importance just at present, when the anticipated completion of the railway as far 
as Polgahawelle by the end of next year renders it desirable that the line of communication between 
that station and Matelle should be so improved as to offer every facility to the planters of the latter 
district to avail themselves of it to transport their coffee to the railway. | 

18. “ A fair amount of work (Mr. Mitford reports) has been done on the several minor roads and 
** streets from the Ordinance labour funds, affording the natives the convenience of communication 
between their villages and the principal stations; but as regards the large minor road from 
“ Madampe to Topoe, it has been very much neglected, for, although Government granted the tolls 
** levied on the road, amounting to 685/, for the repair of this road, the benefit of this grant was 
sacrificed by the neglect of the Commissioner of Roads department in omitting to include the 
** amount in the list of works submitted to the Legislative Council, consequently the work could 
** not be carried on, and is still in abeyance.” 

19. The only work undertaken and completed in 1863 in the District of Seven Corles being a 
brick sewer 600 feet in length, leading from the gaol of Kurnegalle, and the other public buildings 
proposed to be constructed during the year in the town, not having been sanctioned by the Legis- 
lature, I have only to state, generally, that the existing Government buildings of the district were 
kept in repair, and the bridges attended to and kept in good order. From Putlam, Mr. Mitford 
reports as follows, concerning the new buildings constructed in that district : 
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New Buildings 
Putlam. 
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«© A new house was built in 1863 for the Assistant Government Agent, at an expense of upwards 
“ of 1,0007. In 1862, before leaving this district for Trincomalie, I considered it my duty to 
* protest against the plan of the proposed building as bad, and on my return I find that my 
‘ prognostications are fully realized. Although I was not consulted in the matter, yet as being in 
“* charge of the district some part of the responsibility might be attributed to me. I think it right 
“ to state the facts.— After the work had been sanctioned, a plan and estimate were sent in by the 
‘‘ local Assistant to the Commissioner of Roads and Civil Engineer. The plan was somewhat 
‘‘ elaborate, but with some modifications would have been well adapted for a family residence, and 
‘ creditable to Government. The estimate, however, did not exceed 1 ,000/. 

‘© When this was referred to the Head Office of the Department in Colombo, whether it was that 
‘¢ there was no draughtsman in the office capable of drawing the plan of a house, or (if required) 
“ modifying that already drawn, or from whatever cause, the estimate was adopted unaltered, while 
« the plan on which it was based was simply set aside, and a parallelogram of 144 feet by 25, such 
‘¢ as a child would draw on a slate, sent back to be substituted; side verandahs on wooden posts 
‘¢ were added, and a more uninhabitable barn I never was in. I have already reported cracks in 
‘ the walls, and there are no ceilings. When it rains it is necessary to carry an umbrella indoors. 
‘* T have already suffered seriously in health from living in this house, but as there is no other house 
‘¢ to be hired I am compelled to remain in it.” 


Railway. 


20. The line of Railway from Colombo to Kandy, immediately after crossing the Maha Oya, enters 
the village Yatalgodde in Seven Corles, at the 36th mile and 8th chain, and proceeding through 
Katogampole, Oodoogaha and Odepolle-ottete Corles, leaves the district at Panelia, at the 48th mile 
and 16th chain, showing the distance from the entrance of the line into Seven Corles to its egress 
to be 12 miles and 16 chains. 


21. Under instructions from Government, I proceeded, in the month of July 1863, to assess the 
amount of compensation to be made under the provisions of the Ordinance No. 4. of 1850 in respect 
uf the lands not belonging to the Crown in the North-western Province which were required for the 
purposes of the Railwav. The total extent of the lands assessed for such purpose in the District of 
Seven Corles contained 83 acres 1 rood and 25 perches, comprising 21 parcels gardens, 95 parcels 
paddy land, 9 parcels grass land, and 34 parcels chena land, claimed as private property, and the 
compensation awarded in respect of their alienation amounted to 522/. 16s. 6d. 


Legislation. 


22. The Kandyan Marriage Ordinance (No. 13. of 1859), which, from the lst January 1861, was 
brought into operation in that portion of the North-western Province which was formerly part of 
the kingdom of Kandy, has not, I regret to say, been attended in the District of Seven Corles with 
the full measure of success which would appear to have followed its introduction in the Central 
Province. I refer not to the suppression of polygamy and polyandry (the expediency of reforming 
which abuses appear to be generally admitted), but to the almost total disregard of the pro- 
visions of the Ordinance which declare by what means and forms the validity of marriage between 
Kandyans shall henceforth be held to be established. Notwithstanding that on its coming 
into operation in the District of Seven Corles the substance of the Ordinance was widely 
published by Proclamation, and that its benefits have since been fully explained to the leading 
headmen, and the disabilities incurred by its avoidance are now generally known, such is the 
indifference of the native mind in regard to measures the benefits of which are prospective, and the 
penalties for not conforming to which are of posthumous effect, as being calculated to overtake future 
generations rather than the present one, that during the year 1863 there were registered throughout 
the 44 corles into which the district 1s divided not more than 48 marriages in all, and the con- 
sequence has been that several Registrars have thrown up their office, giving as their motive for 
resigning it that it afforded them no employment whatever. 


23. I am of opinion, however, that to whatever causes may be ascribed the inclination which the 
Kandyan inhabitants of the district have heretofore evinced to abstain from registering their 
marriages, such abstention is not calculated to be prolonged. Already I perceive a change in this 
respect, denoting that, ere long, a more general appreciation of the benefits of the measure will 
prevail. Three of the Registrars who had resigned their office on the grounds stated have during 
the course of the present year (1864) petitioned to be reinstated in them; and I believe that the 
rule which I have for several months observed, of calling upon married candidates for native offices 
to produce proofs of the registrations of their marriage, will tend in a certain degree to propagate 
among the Kandyan classes a more general notion es appears hitherto to have been entertained 
by them of the importance attached by Government to the progress of a measure the moral and 
social issues of which are so intimately blended with the advance and growth of civilization among 
that class of the community. 


Education. 


24. The following statement of the number of Government schools in this province, and of the | 
number of pupils attending the same, during the years 1862 and 1863, show an increase in the 
number of pupiis of both sexes attending school in the latter year, of 378. 
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KURNEGALLE. | tf s. d. £ s. d. 
Boys’ Schools - - - 1. 495 ] 496 
Girls’ Schools - - - | a l 185 
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Boys’ Schools - . -| § | 834 8 1,026 
Girls’ Schools - - - — 5 = sess on 
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25. In January 1863 I represented to Government that the head teacher of the English school 
at Kurnegalle had received intimation of his removal from Kurnegalle to Kandy, and been directed 
to hand over charge of the school to the second teacher, and that thereupon the leading residents of 
the town had addressed a memorial to me, setting forth their apprehensions, from the silence of the 
Central School Commission in respect of appointing a successor to the head teacher, that it was 
not the intention of the Commission to fill the vacancy thus created, but to reduce the school from 
its existing to a secondary rank. 

26. As reported by me on that occasion, the English school was then in an efficient state, and had 
been favourably noticed in the Sub-Inspector’s last Report to the Commission. Mr. Anwardt, the 
head teacher, who was subsequently promoted to Kandy, possessed the confidence of the parents 
of the pupils; and it was clear that his removal, without any provision being made to fill his place, 
was calculated to prove detrimental to the interests of the pupils under his charge. Mr. Sendall, 
the Inspector of Schools, took the same view of the case, and in his letter to the School Commission 
of the 28th March 1863 represented that the second teacher, who had been left in charge of the 
English school at Kurnegalle, “ was quite unequal to the task of maintaining it in its former state 
of efficiency.” Of this the Inspector said he had satisfied himself by the clearest possible evidence, 
and having but recently visited Kurnegalle he felt bound to report entirely in favour of the speedy 
appointment of a competent successor to the head teacher who had been removed to Kandy. In 
submitting his views on this subject to the Central School Commission, Mr. Sendall observed,— 
‘¢ The claims of this district to be provided with a superior school were forcibly urged five years 
‘“‘ ago by the late Inspector. ‘The arguments then used apply with increased weight to the present 
state of the locality, which has been steadily advancing in prosperity and importance. I convinced 
myself by personal inquiry that the inhabitants are ready and willing to do all that can be required 
“ of them in support of a good English school, and that the present state of things is a source 
‘‘ of serious inconvenience to many of them, and of great dissatisfaction to all.” 

27. It is to be regretted that neither my own representations nor those of the Inspector of Schools 
had the desired effect upon the School Commission. ‘The entire year was suffered to pass away 
without a head teacher being appointed; the vacancy is not even yet filled; and the con- 
sequences are exactly as were foreseen by the Inspector of Schools and myself. 

28. A girls’ school was established at Kurnegalle during 1863, of the working of which 1 am not 
yet able to say ‘anything decisive. The schoolmistress appointed by the Commission opened the 
school during the second quarter of the year, but, owing to no provision having been made in the 
Supply Bill for building a schoolroom., and to the difficulty of finding suitable private premises in 
the town for the purpose, both she and her pupils suffered much inconvenience. ‘The building of a 
schoolhouse has, however, since been sanctioned, and is now (1864) in course of construction. 
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Public Health. 


29. Reporting, in my letter of the 11th October 1861, on the circumstances of the District of 
Seven Corles, which appeared to me opposed to the renewal, at the end of that year, of the com- 
mutation of the grain tax, I had to state on what grounds I considered it impracticable to submit 
anything like a reliable estimate of the probable extent of land which might be brought under 
cultivation at the expiration of the yet existing settlement. The uncertainty I referred to was 
founded on the almost unprecedented ravages of endemical and contagious disease among the native 
population, during the preceding year, in attempting to describe which I had to draw the following 
gloomy picture of the public health of the district. 


«¢ The principal reasons for this difficulty arise out of the series of calamities which overtook the 
Seven Corles during the past year (1860) and the beginning of the present one (1861). ‘hese have 
<< already been laid before Government, and for the purpo3es of this Report, therefore, need only be 
‘¢ briefly enumerated as follows: Ist, the drought which set in early in 1860, and continued until 
«© the end of September, causing not only the total failure of the yalla harvest, but the destruction 
« of nearly every other description of cultivation; 2ndly, the sickness which manifested itself in 
« various points of the district towards the middle of the same year, and which, propagated by 
‘¢ contagion, or diffused by other causes, at last spread over the entire length and breadth of the 
‘© province, proving itself every where frightfully destructive of human lite; 8rdly, the murrain 
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‘‘ which during the same period prevailed throughout the principal korles of the district, and 
“ carried off; according to the headmen’s returns, between 10,000 and 12,000 head of cattle; and 
“ Athly, the scarcity, not to say famine, which followed in the wake of these evils, and which, through 
“ the desertion of their homes by the inhabitants, or the starvation of those that remained, caused 
“ entire villages to be depopulated. | 
‘‘]t was not to be expected that the year which followed so disastrous an epoch would be a 
plentiful one; or that the difficulties and general distress which .prevailed throughout the district 
would subside with the causes which had produced them, even were these to abate. Unfortunately, 
though reduced in intensity, the same evils have continued active throughout the present year 
“ (1861) in almost every part of the district ; the partial failure of the first and almost complete 
“ destruction of the second harvest; the high. rate of mortality among the inhabitants; the re- 
appearance and increase of murrain; the scarcity of food in the Wanny and more remote corles ; 
‘© the general dispersion of the inhabitants of those places in consequence; the unseasonableness of 
“ the weather, and the gloomy prospects in respect of the next maha harvest; are, I regret to say, 
the main features of the present year, so far as it has gone.” 
30. When such had been the condition of the public health during the immediately preceding 
years 1860, 1861, and part of 1862, it is satisfactory to be able to report that, contrasted with those 
years, the following one (1863) was not, comparatively, a very unhealthy year; for although 
sickness prevailed to a considerable extent, it proved generally of a mild and manageable form, and 
the year was not characterised by any epidemic fever or other contagious disease, akin to those which 
had spread during the previous years so extensively and fatally over the district, and caused such 
universal desolation. Small-pox, it is true, broke out and prevailed more or less during the year, 
but in a scattered form, and was not, fortunately, attended by any great fatality. The cases, as they 
occurred, were not removed to hospital from any distance, but they were isolated, and treated on the 
spot where they appeared. In a few cases, attendants were supplied and burials effected, at the public 
expense. <A police constable was procured from Colombo for the special-purpose of watching infected 
houses in the town, and carrying out the orders of the Board of Health, to enforce the isolation of 
cases, and prevent promiscuous intercourse between the sick and the healthy. But for these 
precautionary means, adopted at the suggestion of the Assistant Colonial surgeon of the Station, who 
personally saw that they were strictly observed and upheld, it is believed that the disease might have 
spread, and made serious progress throughout the district. There were, in all, 94 cases of small-pox 
during the year, out of which— | oe 
| 25 occurred in the town; 
7 ss on coffee estates ; | 
52 »» in the interior of the district ; 
10 4, in hospital. | | | 
Of this number, 64 were discharged and 19 died; leaving 11 cases under treatment at the’ close of 
the year. | | : 


31. Measles prevailed to a limited extent in some portions of the districts, in the month of April, 
and whooping-cough and catarrhal affections in May. 

32. Altogether, there were 249 cases of disease treated in the Government Civil Hospital at 
Kurnegalle, during the year, of which 186 were discharged and 51 died, leaving 12 under treatment 
on the 3lst December. 

83. In the gaol there were 132 cases under treatment during the same period, of which 129 were 
discharged, and three remained under treatment at the close of the year. 


i 


Coffee Estates and Coeoa-nut and Tobacco Plantations. 


34.. Of the 28 or 30 coffee estates which have been opened in the District of Seven Corles (mostly 
in Weodderville Hatpattco) some are in their infancy, some are completely planted, and the others in 
various stages of progress. I regret that for the year 1863 I cannot supply reliable information of 
the acreage under cultivation on the estates, or of the yield of “plantation” coffee; but as regards 
the native crop, it is estimated by the headinen to have amounted to 86,285 bushels. On the whole, 
the impression is that the yield of coffee in 1863, both plantation and native, was considerably below 
“a fair average crop.” 


35. In Putlam, the cultivation of cocoa-nuts have largely increased, and the produce of the year is 
estimated at 35,0002. The cultivation of tobacco has also acquired considerable extension in the 
maritime districts of the Province, the crop of 1863 having been valued at 5,0007. 


General. 


In bringing this Report to a conclusion, I can only regret that it should consist, as it does, of 
a mere summary of the proceedings of the year in connexion with the revenue of the Province, and 
of such brief statistical details as will suffice to give a general idea of its relative position, compared 
with the other Provinces of the Island. I have refrained from making any general suggestions, for 
when these appeared necessary during the course of the year they were laid before Government 
from time to time as the circumstances which prompted them arose. I believe, moreover, that im 
the stage of transition in which the District of Kurnegalle may be considered at present to be, any 
project or scheme which would involve alterations or modifications of general application to the 
district would be premature. It is obvious that when the railway from Colombo to Kaigalle, through 
Seven Corles, shall have entered upon its destined work (and it is believed that the portion of the 


line between these two stations will be completed and open to traffic before the expiration of the first 
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six months of 1865), great changes may, with reason, be expected to follow its introduction into the 


district. Of what nature, precisely, these changes will be, it would be bold at present to attempt to 


specify; but in general terms it may be presumed that the inexpediency of maintaining certain lines of 
road, the necessity for opening new ones, and joining distant lines of communication; the establishing 
of fresh tolls; the improvement of the police in the town, and the establishing at out-stations of the same 
force along the principal highways; the providing for an additional minor court; the appointing of 
a land surveyor for permanent employment in the district; the building of a new civil hospital, or 
the enlarging of the present one, and the extension to Kurnegalle of telegraphic communication, by 
means of a branch line from Ambepusse, will constitute the main features of any general plan of 
improvement which may be submitted to Government consequent upon the opening of the line of 


railway from Colomba to Kandy through the District of Seven Corles. 
: : ~ (Signed) H. O’Grapy, 


Government Agent. 


\ 


No. 149. 


Str, 


f 


a Jaffna Cutcherry, May 12, 1864. 
I wave the honour to forward herewith my Annual Report for the year 1863. 


I have, &c. 


The Honourable the Colonial Secretary. . (Signed) P. A. Dyxe, Agent. 


AwnnvaL Reporr ror 1863. 
Revenue. a 


The total revenue, exclusive of that from the pearl fishery, in each year of the six years ending 
with 1857, and that of the six years ending with 1863, was as follows :— 


3852's 


-° 82,987 - 1858 = - =~ ~— 41,080 
1853 - - 83,296 ~ 1859 + = = 44,388 
1854 - - 32180 — | 1860 - - 45,393 
1855 - = 88714 - 1861 - - 46,947 
1856 - - 35,612 ~~ | 1862 - - 47,580 
1857 - == ~—87, 10] | 1863 - = - 51,895 


The actual sum of the receipt brought to account in 1863 was 56,3232, but 2,420/, being the 
passage money of the immigrant coolies to and from the Island for 1862 and 1863, and brought to 
account in 1863, and 2,008/ the difference between the gross and the net receipt from the arrack 
monopoly, have been excluded from the above, in order to make the comparison of the results of that 
year with those of former years fair. 





The average of the former period of six years is - - £35,148 
That of the latter like period 2. ee 46,218 
The increase in the latter - £11,065 





The increase is equal to about 314 per cent. 


For the like reasons as assigned by me last year, namely, to show what is the real total taxation, 
and to confine comparison of the receipts in the different years to those receipts which are dependent 
on the condition of the Province, I adda table including the receipts from the Thoroughfares 
Ordinance, and excluding those for salt, for export to other parts of the Island, and beyond sea. 





Revenueex- | Receipts under 
clusive of Salt | the Thorough- Total. 
for Export. | fares Ordinance. 








| F868 : 


‘ 38,875 4,250 | 48,125 
1859 - & 44,005 *6,.744 50,749 
1860 : 42,723 6,900 49,623 
1861 s & 44,605 7,070 51,675 
1862 E 47,404 : 7,359 54,7638 
1863 . 2 50,697 7,377 | 58,074 


‘ 


' 


* Rates of Commutation raised. 


The receipts for 1863, other than under the Thoroughfares Ordinance, are thus shown to have 
exceeded the like receipts for 1858 by 11,8227, which increase is equal to about 304 per cent., and 
including those from the Thoroughfares Ordinance the receipts for 1868 exceeded those for 1858 
by 14,9497. which increase is equal to about 344 Ay cent. | 
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The following is a condensed abstract of the particulars of the receipts in the years 1858, 1862, 
and 1863. 


ee 1858. 1862. 1863. 
Grain : : ” -| 15,165 | 16,752 | 18,808 
Customs - - - - 9,569 11,360 14,326 
Thoroughfares Ordinance’ - - 4,250 7,359 ; 7,377 
Salt Monopoly ° - - 4,703 | 5,932 * 5,276 
Arrack - - - = 2,596 4,951 4,559 
Stamps - - - - 2,929 3,062 3,443 
Tolls - - - - 723 1,078 929 
Timber - - - - - 721 | 725 755 
Judicial Receipts  - - - 735 639 423 
Carriers - - - = 297 | 432 417 
Crown Lands - - - — 912 132 
Postage - - - - 305 424 506 
Chanks, Live - - - 88 

Do. Dead - - - \ a anf { 486 

All other Items cxcept Passage 
Money of Immigrant Coolies - } a= omy 
Total - - - | 43,125 54,763 58,074 





* See further Letter and Enclosure from the Government Agent appended to this Report. 


It occurs to me to give, what I did not give last year, a statement of the receipts, including those 


from the Thoroughfares Ordinance, and with the adjustments in the preceding statement for each 
district. 














1863. 
Including the receipts from the Pearl Fishery, 51,0182, credited to the district of Manaar. 
Jaffna - - - 43,875 
Manaar - ~ - - 58,605 
Mulletivoe - - - 2,308 
Anoradhapoora - - - 4,308 
£ 109,082 
N.B.—Total of preceding statement - - 58,074 
Pearl Fishery’ - - - - ~ 51,018 
£ 109,082 
Excluding the receipts from the Pearl Fishery :— 
Jaffna - - - 43,875 
Manaar - - - 7,587 
Mulletivo - - - 2308 
Anoradhapoora - - 4,304 
£ 58,074 


The Pearl Fishery receipts have hitherto been brought into the accounis of Jaffna; but that was 
originally arranged merely from considerations of departmental convenience. If they are to be 
credited to the province, clearly they ought to be credited to the district of Manaar, and in favour 
of a conclusion that they should be credited to the Province this argument is suggested by the 
consideration elsewhere, of the case of the receipts from salt sold at Putlam for removal into other 
provinces, credited in the accounts of the North-western Province, namely, that if there were no 
pearl oysters there would not be any Pearl Fishery, whereas were no salt produced at Putlam the 
effect on the revenue would not be appreciable, as it could be imported and sold at a like net profit 
as it 1s now. 

I proceed to make some remarks upon some of the heads of revenue. 


Grain. 


Last year I stated that the increase on grain was mainly attributable to a rise in prices. The 
increase in 1863 was attributable to a further increase of price. 

In preparing this Report I detect an error in the statement given last year of the grain revenue 
of each district, the revenue of the whole province having been copied in as that of Jaffna; the error 
however was palpable, as the sums put down for Jaffna appeared immediately above as the revenue 
of the province, and this clerical error in no wise affects the correctness of the statements made 


as to the revenue of the province, the statement in which the error occurred being merely an 
explanatory statement. 


j 


| 
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The following is a correct statement from 1858. CEYLON. 
——_ | Jaffna. Manaar. | Mallo. Anorad. | 
7 | | 
1858 10,491 | 2,404 610 | 1660 , 15,165 
1859 12,336 | 3,006 745 1913 | 18,000 
1860 10,598 | 1,817 667 1,653 | 14.735 
186] 11,935 1,968 819 2,051 16,773 
1862 12,291 2,206 779 1,476 16,752 
1863 13,203 2,399 721 9.485 18,808 
Grain Propuce AND Imports. — 
—_— Produce. Import. Total. 
The Jaffna District. 
1858 - = - 1,234,495 450,120 1,684,615 
1859 - 1,294,369 605,857 1,900,226 
1860 - - - 1,233,232 551,016 1,784,248 
1861 -| 1,239,460 603,681 1,843,141 
1862 - - - 1,230,157 621,650 1,851,807 
1863 - 1,155,784 805,703 2,061.487 
The Manaar District. 
1858 - - - 225,157 16,400 241,557 
1859 - - 330,193 14,632 344,825 
1860 - - - 233,689 19,550 253,239 
1861 —s- : 250,216 21,914 272,130 
1862 - - - 255,489 33,572 289,061 
1863 - - 250,540 37,824 288,364 
The Vanny District. 
1858 - ~ - 79,081 — 79,081 
1859 - - 89,392 — 89,392 
1860 - - - 83,707 ae 83,707 
1861 - - 102,885 — 102,887 
; 1862 - - - 92,326 — 92,326 
1863 - - 74,500 — 74,500 
Total for the Province. 
1858 - - ° 1,538,733 468,520 2,007,253 
1859 - 1,713,954 625,782 2,339,736 
1860 - - - 1,550,628 570,958 2,121,586 
1861 - 1,592,561 628,255 2,220,816 
1862 - * - 1,557,972 664,072 2,242,044 
1863 -| 1,480,824 849,780 2,330,604 





In these statements all descriptions of dry grain are included, and each bushel of rice is reckoned 
as two of paddy. As in last year, however, the statement does not include Newerakalavia, as Iam 
still unable to obtain any such information from that district; this defect in the statement is very 
much to be Silber 








The particulars of the grain (paddy and dry grain) in the Jaffna District were as follow :— 
. Gee ee 
| —— Paddy. , Dry Grain. Total. 
1858 - -| 878,727 | 355,768 | 1,234,495 
1859 - - 857,447 436,922 1,294,369 
1860 - - 881,522 335,710 1,233,232 
1861 - - 912,343 327,117 1,239,460 
1862 - - 884,965 345,192 1,230,157 
1863 - - 816,440 339,344 1,155,784 


\ 





‘The import of rice only during this period was as follows :— 


1858 - - -  ~- 28,172 
1859 - - - 26,866 
1860 - - -  - 81,816 
1861 - - - 43,960 
1862- - -  - 62,000 
1863 - - -. 77,467 


It was argued in the Report of last year that an increase in the proportion in the form of rice of 
the total import of grain was a proof of improvement in the condition of the people. 
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Customs. 


The increase, 4,6672. as compared with 1858, and 2,966/. as compared with 1862, will be referred 
to more particularly under the head of trade. 











Salt Monopoly. 
The revenue in each district from sales, other than for export from the province, was as follows :— 
| The 
— | Jdafina. Manaar. Vanny. Total. 
1858 - - - 3,345 824 322 4,491 
1859 - - 3,593 1,227 407 5,227 
1860 - - -| 4,041 944 428 | 5,413 
1861 - | 4,086 933 317 5,335 
1862 - - -| 4,547 1,019 328 5,894 


| 1863 - | 4,597 1.097 402 6,096 
I 





Last year I remarked that it was necessary, in order to truthful comparisons, from which alone 
any safe or useful conclusions could be drawn, that certain adjustments of this amount should be 
made, and so now the receipts for salt exported from the province have been deducted. 

On the other hand, there are certain receipts for salt not bryught into the accounts of this province 
which really are derived from it. 

In relation to subjects requiring precision, 1am accustomed to consider an “account” and a 
“ statement” as two different things. 

A professed account must be in the form in which the accounts of the Island are kept, but 
“statements,” for such purposes as reports, such as this is intended to serve, should, as I consider 
be prepared with adjustments of the “accounts” on an intelligent consideration of facts. 

Surely it cannot be said that the Central Province does not contribute any thing to the revenue 
derived from the salt monopoly, yet there is not any thing brought into the accounts under 
that head. 

Actually it does contribute to the extent of the profit on the monopoly rate of sale, over and 
above the cost of price of all the salt consumed within it. And to call the profit on the sale 
at Putlam of such salt, and on the sale of the Western Province, revenue derived from the North- 
western Province is, with reference to the objects of such reports as this, a grave mistake. 

So in considering what the people of Newerakalavia do really contribute to the revenue, and 
what is the proportion between the cost of its establishments, &c. and its revenue, it is, as shown 
by the accounts kept of the salt brought into it from Putlam, ‘Trincomalie, and Mulletivoe entitled 
to credit, on an average for the three years ending with 1862, for 7371. per annum, and the revenue 
derived from the province was really by 7171. more than the “accounts” show, the difference 
between 7172. and 7371. being the value of salt purchased at Mulletivoe within the province. 


Arrack. 


A special adjustment has also been required as to this item, and has been made with reference 
to the fact of the management of the monopoly sale in the Jaffna and Vanny District being in the 
hands of Government (in aumanie); the effect of which on the accounts was to add a considerable 
sum to the expenditure as the cost of arrack, and to make the entry under receipts the gross 
proceeds of the sale including cost of arrack, instead of the net proceeds, as are the receipts for 
arent. What is shown in this statement is the net receipt. 


Tolls. 


Of the total amount of 929/., 389/. was for ferries and 5401 for roads, which latter was entirely 
in the peninsnla of Jaffna, there being nowhere else in the peninusula finished roads such as it is 
justifiable to place a toll on. I regard the system of tolls on these roads as very inappropriate, 
and as having a pernicious effect in checking the use of carts, and their consequent increase, the 
inappropriateness having reference to the short distances over which in many cases articles and 
persons are transported, and to the very trifling value of many of the articles ; two circumstances 
which make the tolls rateably heavy, and cause them to check the use of carts for transport for the 
daily purposes of the country people and for travelling. 

A tax on all carts whatever, Jet to hire or not, would in my opinion be a better system; and should 
that system be adopted, as has been proposed, for all the Island, a special additional rate for the 
licences for Jaffna would be preferable to the existing tolls. It is to be observed too that from the 
amount of the rents being so small the per-centage of the cost of management, that is, the proportion 
of the tax paid which does not come into the public treasury, must be very large, which is generally 
admitted to be a strong objection to a tax. 

The usual objection to any deviation from uniformity is sufficiently met by consideration of the 
peculiar features and circumstances of the particular part of the country referred to. 


Timber. 


In the Report furnished by me, as called for in October last, I recommended the raising of the 
rate of the royalty to be demanded for granting licences from one tenth to one fifth, and I have 
lately asked attention to this recommendation. I may here observe that a small forest of the true 
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iron wood was discovered by Mr. Moir in 1862, about 10 miles to the south east of Mulletivoe,and 
that while on circuit in September and October I ascertained that the tree existed in some quantities 
in the north-east part of Newerakalavia. i 

Indeed it gives the name to a rocky ridge, the “ Na Heene,” which the newly opened road from 
Vavonia Velancolom towards Trincomalie crosses. It was not before Known that the tree was found 


in the Province. 
Judicial Receipts. 


The decrease is, I believe, owing to greater moderation in the imposition of fines. By persons on 
whom fines of 5/ were very commonly imposed the imposition was: felt as much as a fine of 1001. 
would be by a person in England. It is only the very general possession of very small bits of land 
just big enough to live on, according to the requirements of the people, that admit of many of these 
fines being paid, by mortgage or sale, voluntarily or in execution. 


Carriers. = 


I have anticipated part of what I had to notice under this head by my reference to it under the 
head of tolls. 7 

The difficulty in enforcing the registration of carts, which has been several times pressed on the 
attention of Government, arising out of the fact that the time fixed for the new licences to be taken, 
is a time when a large number of the carts are out of the district to which they belong, or out of the 
Province, still continues. In fact this change made by the Ordinance No. 14. of 1861 totally 
disorganised all the pre-existing arrangements for systematic attention to this matter, and though I 
have taken much trouble about it I have not been able to organize any effective system to meet the 
existing facts. 

The number of carts registered in the last year, 1861, when the period of registration was from 
January to December, and the numbers registered in each of the subsequent periods of 12 montha, 
from July to June, has been as follows : 


From January to December 186] - - 1,142 
From July 1862 to June 1863 - ~ 918 
From July 13863 to April 1864 - - 1,048 


Crown Lands. 

In my Report for 1862 I stated, “ In this year the prospect as to sales was at first very promising, 
‘© the lands put up selling readily, and at high prices; subsequently there was a check to the sales, 
«“ and lands put up were not bid for; the cause of this is not yet properly ascertained. 

‘¢ The matter is still in a state of uncertainty. The people apparently cannot make up their 
“ minds to part with money for what they indulge the hope that they may at some time, when 
* attention to the matter may have been relaxed, be able to get possession of by encroachment. I 
“ believe, however, that some more lands will be sold shortly, particularly if the tobacco trade 
“ contmue in a favourable state.” 

Postage. 


The following will show the effect on the revenue of the measure of the introduction of postage 
stamps. 





Highest revenue under the old system, viz., in 1855 - - £430 
Amount in last year of that system, viz. 1856 ~ - - 396 
| 1857. 1858. : 1859. 1860. 1861. | 1862. 1863. 
By money payments - 283 Pia 120 101 119 111 112 
By stamps - - 79 189 245 285 273 313 394 | 
362 | 303 | 365 | 386 | 392 | 424 | 506 | 


oe 
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Dead Chanks. 


Mr. Charles Scott in his Report as collector on the District of Jaffna in 1824, stated that the 


deposits of these shells in the Lake of Jaffna were first discovered in 1821. 

‘The privilege of collecting them was for some time thereafter included with the rent of the 
exclusive privilege of obtaining the Jive chanks from the sea. | 

From 1841, however, after having been made the subject of full explanatory reports to Govern- 
ment, the collection, regulated by licences, has been open to all, on payment of an established rate of 
royalty. 

sf Ihave thought that the following account of the numbers, valuations, and revenue derived from 
this source might be of interest :— | 











Quantity. Value. Duty. 
1841 - - 1,190,060 2,286 228 
1842 - - 2,501,435 4,701 470 
1843 - - 932,200 1,357 135 
1844 = ~ 765,400 1,127 112 
R 2 
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Quantity. Value. Duty. 
1845 - - 1,988,550 2,306 232 
1846 - - 1,242,900 1,427 142 
1847 - - 1,504,000 1,713 171 
1848 - - 1,267,900 1,505 150 
1849 - - 591,800 668 66 
1850 - - 287,000 335 33 
1851 ~ ° 2,359,700 1,889 189 
1852 - - 1,909,400 1,709 171 
1853 > - 1,969,900 2,094 209 
1854 - - 935,301 928 92 
1855 - - 569,050 559 55 
1856 - - 377,000 410 4] 
1857 ° - 1,403,800 1,497 }49 
1858 - - 3,482,702 2,838 283 
1859 - - 3,333,201 2,772 2707 
1860 - - 2,590,500 3,652 365 
1861 - - 3,470,701 5,454 545 
1862 - - 1,657,251 2,458 388 
1863 - - 1,864,301 2,426 485 


Although the supply has lasted for such a time, it is obvious that it must at some time be 
exhausted, as the shells must at one time, when alive, have been at the bottom of the water, and 
have been since covered over with sand and mud, and as there are not any live shells in the water 
now. The shells were first discovered in some of the tidal flats of the lake, and were found in a 
stratum of blue mud about eight inches in thickness, and at a depth of about two feet from the surface. 
In these flats, circular holes were dug to a little below the blue mud stratum, and about five or six feet 
in diameter, and besides, as of course, obtaining all the shells within that excavation, the diggers 
also obtained all around it to a distance of about three feet by probing the soft mud. 

The deposits in the tidal flats have, however, long been exhausted, and the shells are now 
obtained in almost all parts of the lake by people wading into it to all depths up to the neck, two 
instruments having been in process of time invented by them for their use, namely, an iron probe, 
with a cross handle and a hook like a boat-hook. With these they are enabled, without stooping, 
which the depth of water they sometimes go into would not admit of, first, to find the shells by 
probing or prodding with the rod, and then to draw them up by managing to get the hook into the 
open part or mouth of the shells. 

These considerations, together with information acquired of the very large profits of the persons 
employed in procuring the shells, far above the ordinary wages of labour, led me to recommend that 
the royalty, which till June 1862 had been one tenth, should be raised to one fifth, which measure, 
regarding the deposits like an exhaustible mine, I consider that the figures shown has been attended 
with complete success. 

In some reports on the revenues of Ceylon this source of revenue has been referred to as trumpery 
and unworthy of notice. I wish much that the money had been disposed of in a like spirit, by being 
handed over to the local authorities for local improvements. It would suffice, or nearly suffice, to 
build all the bridges still required for the Central Road, and is actually about equivalent to all the 
expenditure incurred for the Central Road in the Patchelapalle, the shore of which the lake washes, 
or to all the expenditure on new roads and bridges in the peninsula of Jaffna for the last fourteen 
years, 


Trade. 
I give, as for last year, a statement of the total value of this, fur the last six years :— 
1858 - - - - - 276,464 
1859 - - - - 340,748 
1860 - - - - - 332,803 
1861s; : : - 318,905 
1862_—sé- e : : - 319,680 
1863 —i«e E : - 417,885 
The totals and averages for three periods of six years each were as follows :— 
Totals. Average. 
1846 to 1851 : - - - 1,080,110 180,018 
1852 to 1857 : : - 1,285,405 214,234 
1858 to 1863 - - - - 2,012,491 335,415 
The increase in the six years ending with 1862 over the previous period of six years was equal 


to 43 per cent. ; ; 

The increase now shown in the six years ending with 1863 over the previous period of six years 
is equal to 56 per cent. : = 

Under the head of “grain produce and import ” I referred to the intention of noticing here the 
considerable increase in the import of grain. It was principally in the Jaffna district. The state- 
ments referred to show a decrease in the local produce of about 75,000 bushels, but the increase of 
imports was equal to 184,000 bushels. The value of this, in round numbers, was about 30,0002. 
It was, probably, the large receipts for their tobacco that enabled the people to meet this outlay ; and 
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this affords a strong illustration of the value of that trade to the people, and of how directly its 
prosperity tells upon the prosperity of the revenue. 

I made some mention last year, as peculiar to the province, of the export of elephants. I repeat 
the figures for 1862, and give those for 1863, viz. :— 


—— Number. Value. : V; Shale ch. 
pees | 
 £s. ad. 
1862 - - 326 3,150 913 0 
1863 - ~ - 173 2,869 | 16 11 8 





eee 


When travelling, in September, two elephants, recently caught, were brought into a village in 
which I was, to the eastward of the Central Road, and meeting the elephant catchers again at a 
later period of my tour, in their own village near Arippoo, they told me that the large one had been 
sold for 36/. and the smaller one for 207. Formerly great numbers died while being removed from 
the forests to the sea coast, but now the traders frequently take them over from the catchers in the 
forests in which they have been caught, and very much fewer are said to die. 

In connexion with this mention of elephants got rid of by export, I am led to notice the number 
of chetahs and bears, for the destruction of which rewards were paid, namely :— 


se ei eee Guleesa: Geeci lala 
—-___ | . 


Chetahs. | Bears 


| 
| 138 244 








138 334 


Jafina - - 
Manaar - ° 7 110 
From 1854 to 1863 The Vanny - “ | 
Newerakalavia ~ 190 32] 
| 73 | 1,009 


| 


en en eee ee 


This large destruction of these wild beasts must have had a sensible effect on the existing numbers 
of them. 


Public Health. 


It is to be feared that the province, from its great intercourse with the edjoining continent, where 
those epidemics are almost always prevalent, will never be entirely free for any lengthened periods 
from smallpox and cholera. 

There were not, however, any cases of cholera during the year. 

Of smallpox there were 112 cases and 19 deaths. 

The number of persons vaccinated in the Jaffna district was 10,651. 

The numbers vaccinated in each year from 1838 were as follows :— 


1838 : - 8,779 1851 - : - 8,634 
1839 - : - 9,062 1852 - : - 10,461 
1840 —- : - 6,405 1853. - : - 9,890 
1841 - : - 5,724 1854 - _ - 11,404 
1842. : - 4,445 18355 —- : - 12,161 
1843 - : - 4,603 1836 - : -- 11,521 
1844. - i - 4,783 1857. - : - 10,993 
1845 - : - 3,880 1858 - : - 6,889 
1846 - : - 4,725 1859 - : - 6,669 
1847 - : - 8,000 1860 - : - 4,348 
1848 - : - 7,634 1861 - : - 6,049 
1849 - : - 6,997 1862 - : - 6,750 
1850 - é - 6,898 


Health of Cattle. 


As shown in the quarterly reports, there was disease in some part or other of the district of Jaffna 
throughout the year. 7 

In the Manaar and Vanny districts disease prevailed only in the first quarter. 

The total deaths reported during the year were,— 
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| —— | Cattle. Sheep 

| : | | 
Jaffna - - - 10,239 | 7,089 | 
Manaar - - 676 | — 

The Vanny - a 445 | — 

! | : 7,089 
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Crime. 


Following the general plan of this report, to re-state facts for a certain number of previous years, 
in order to facilitate comparison with them of the facts for the particular year reported on, I repeat 
the statement given last year as to serious crimes, making it, inclusive of 1863,— 


—— 











| | Number | 








eae | of Persons 
| Cases. | tried in 
| | those Cases. 
| a | 
' 12 years ending 1831 - -' 260 886 
12> =, ~~ 4,~Ss«1848 - - | 225 649 | 
12>, ~~, («1855 i f 100 | 309 
| 8 4 5 1868 7 = 81 181 

| 











I add to this a statement I was induced to have prepared from observation of what was exhibited 
in the register of all prisoners admitted into gaol, which is kept so as to show separately those from 
each court. 


Memorandum of the number of convicted prisoners committed to the gaol of Jaffna in each year 
from 1860 to 1863, from each police court, exclusive of persons committed in default of payment of 
penalties imposed under the Thor oughfares Ordinance :— 























| Sava- Point a 
fae | Jaffna. | Mallagam gaserry Pedro Kayts. Total 
Dat a wt oe 
1860 : BT 3, 49 51 8 198 
| 1861 : -| 87 70 = 48 49 8 , 232 
| 1862 - -:' 6 86 | 42 42 15 261 | 
| 1863 ~ - | 78 | 148 | 29 | 8 6 269 | 
| \ 
N.B. :— 
_ a4 eres 
Jaffna Satish Lam 
a | and I pie | ‘Total. | 
Mallagam Kayts. | | 
sacuucriaat ee 
! | 
1860 : - 90 | 108 198 | 
1861 e : 127) | 105 | 232, 
1862 - - | 162s 99 | 261 
! 226 | 43 269 


1863 - : 
| | 








The Jeaving of stations without a | magistrate is a great and seems to be a growing evil. Point 
Pedro was without a magistrate for four and Sevagaserry for two and a half months, during which 
time the magistrate of Jaffna, having concurrent jurisdiction, the business of the two districts was 
thrown upon him. 


In the report of 1862 I made the following observations :— 


“ The peace of the country is now more disturbed by class and caste disputes than by anything 
“else. * * * Itis, however, my opinion that in the meantime acts of oppression on the part of 
“ influential persons towards those who formerly occupied a degraded position, from which they are 
now struggling to emerge, ought to be punished with severity.” 


In May I reported that three several cases of the kind had come under my notice, and I 
sugeested that the Queen’s Advocate’s attention should be called to one of them in parucular, and to 
offences of the kind generally. This was done. Circulars were written to the magistrates by the 
Deputy Queen’s Advocate, at the instance of the Queen’s Advocate; and, as to the particular case, the 
Queen’s Advocate reported to Government as follows: “I have looked into the case referred to by 
‘* the agent, and quite concur with him in opinion that the accused parties were treated with too 
“ great “leniency. Their conduct was very lawless, and called for severe punishment, and yet the 
‘* magistrate only bound them over in the sum of 10/. on their own personal recognizances. True it 
« is that the complainants were willing to settle the case amicably ; ; but the very reason assigned by 
“ them, that they ‘were weak,’ and the accused ‘powerful,’ should have induced the magistrate to 
“ press on the case, and to punish the accused severely.” 

Since that, several other cases of a like nature have occurred, and in one that occurred in July, in 
which a petty headman of a fishing port (a pattangatty) was concerned, he and eight others have 
been convicted before the court at Savagaserry, the conviction being sustained in appeal, and 
sentenced the pattangatty to a fine of 5/ and three months imprisonment at hard labour, and the 
other eight to a like imprisonment, and a fine of IZ. each. 

In my report of 1847, called for by Government, on the agent’s duties, I observed on the use 
that might be made by the Government agent of the returus of cases which are furnished by 
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the magistrates to Government, from the information that they wouid be calculated to afford him 
of the prevailing offences and causes of suits in each part of the country; and in my report of 
1862 I remarked that I never saw any such returns. I submit that it 1s anomalous that the agent 
of the Government in a province should be without information of this nature. 


Circuit Courts. 


On a renewed earnest appeal made by me to Government in June, in which I showed the deplorable 
condiuon of the parts of the district most remote from the station, and how much the withdrawal 
of the provision had ageravated the sufferings of the people, the Government was pleased to 
re-establish the system of the Circuit Courts of Manaar, for the remoter parts of the district, called 
the Vanny Pattoos, which having been first established in 1858 was suspended in 1861. 


Agents’ and Assistant Agents’ Circuits. 


The fact of my having been absent from the province in 1861, and the extent to which my plans 
for this for 1862 had been disturbed, as noticed in my report for that year, together with other 
special causes particularly demanding it, made me anxious that my arrangements for this for the year 
should be comprehensive. BT os 

Besides travelling somewhat more than usual in the agent’s peculiar district of Jaffna, I was 
for about three weeks at the station of Manaar, and in the district in May and June for special 
purposes, one of which was to give attention to matters connected with the cooly immigration, and 
in September and October I made a very complete circuit of the three districts of the Vanny 
Newerakalavia and Manaar, going in Newerakalavia in particular, to the extreme eastern, southern, 
and western boundaries, on the roads to Trincomalie, to Kandy, and to Putlam. 

The assistant agents of Manaar and the Vanny made their usual circuits. 

Of the proceedings of the assistant agent of Newerakalavia in this respect I have not a clear 
conception, and have not distinct information before me, inasmuch as Mr. Flanderka, during this 
year, greatly failed in his practice, before so exemplary, as to keeping his diary, and at this time I 
have not received the transcripts, which are usually forwarded to me, of any diary kept by him during 
the year. 

Ag it appears to be so generally believed that travelling allowances yielded a net income to all 
public servants, I am induced to mention that I believe this cannot be the case as to any of the 
assistant agents of this province. ‘The two facts, that they use a tent (the necessity for which the 
several public servants who in this province are called on to travel recognise), and that they travel 
by routes on which wheel carriages cannot be used, would prevent such a result. 

For myself, excluding days when my remaining out was not strictly necessary for public purposes, 
and for which days no charge was made to the public, the charges of all kinds incident to travelling 
incurred by me during the year, including charges for the upkeep of tents, amounted to 3821, and I 
received for travelling allowances 2341. 

This statement is here made with exclusive reference to the question of travelling allowances being 
a source of profit, or rather of-profit being derived freim the practice of travelling. 


Public Works. 


Systematic provision for these in this province commenced with 1834. 
The amount annually expended from the general revenue from that time has been as follows : — 


1834 - - 595 1849 - -~ 2,204 | 

1835 ~ - 2500 | 1850 - - 93,014 | Average of the 
1836 - - 2,971 1851 - - 3,350 8 years, 
1837 - - 3,945 1852 - - 2,877} 28291. 
1838 - - 1,704 | Average of the 1853 3 - 1,178 | 

1839 - + 1,345 2* years, 1854 - - 2,279 } 

1840 —séi= - 4,191 98,4492. 1855 ie - 4147 

1841 - - 4,293 1856 - - 5,712 

1842 * - 3,533 1857 - - 7,420 

1843 - - 3,083 1858 - 8,088 | Average of the 
1844 ~ 5,223 | 1859 - -10,689$ 9 years, 
1845 - .7,914 Ditto 1860 - «+ 7,529 7,2021. 
1846 : sees 8,4491 1861 ss - 7,518 

1847 - = 4,624 1862 - - 5,506 

1848 : 3107 | 1863 - 8,215 


Comparison of the annual averages of the different periods is very significant. For the eight 


vears from 1847 to 1854 the amount was materially less than it was for the 10 years from 1835 to 
1844. 


And the amount for the last nine years is not equal to what it was for the two years 1845 and 


1846. 


The following is a statement of the votes from 1850 for works of general improvement, as for new 


roads, bridges, causeways, resthouses, maddams, wells, anchorages, and navigable channels, dams and 
drainage. | 


Works undertaken under the Road Ordinance, and public buildings are not included in the 


R 4 


statement. 
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CEYLON. As to the former, I must repeat a statement made before, that the people of the peninsula of 
Jaffna contribute rateably more than the people of any other part of the Island, inasmuch as the sum 
at which they commute the labour (and all commute) suffices to pay a labourer on the roads for five 
days, which is not the case in any other part of the Island. As to public buildings, I think it is 
much to be regretted that they should be included in the general statement of ‘public works.” 
Public offices wherein to transact the public business belong as much to the category of “office 
contingencies ” as stationery wherewith to transact it; and when the sum of the votes for buildings, 
and those for such works as roads, bridges, &c., are lumped together, a wrong impression is produced 
as to what is the real outlay on works which are calculated to directly advance the interests of the 
country. 

Public writers very generally attribute to colonies a tendency to overbuild, especially in their 
capitals; and contemplation of some buildings in Colombo, with a knowledge of their costs, by 
persons accustomed to travel over bridgeleas roads, cannot I think but give rise to a desire that 
as much prominency as possible should be at all times given to the question, whether it would not be 
desirable to postpone ornamental building so long as so many demands for outlay for practical 
purposes, as on roads and bridges, remain unsatisfied. 





STATEMENT referred to of Votes for Works of General Improvement. 
¢ * # * * 3 


General Abstract of the foregoing. 











Annual Average 
for 14 Years. 
Central Road, Patchelapalle - - - 2 - * £5,410 
Bridges, Central Road 2 P S - - 2,736 £195 
Other new works on the main land - - - - 1,508 104 
Works of construction of roads and bridges on the peninsula of 
Jaffna - 2 s : “ - 5,857 382 
Miscellaneous, new works on the peninsula - - - - 4,285 306 
£19,296 
Abstract by years. 
1850 - - - £768 1858 ~ - ~- £2,865 
1851 - s - 600 1859 - - = 2,965 
1852 - - - — 1860 - - - 2,779 
1853 - - < — 1861 - = - 2,400 
1854 - - .«  — 1862 - : - 1,534 
1855 - - ~- 1,500 1863 - - -= 604. 
1856 - - - 880 
1857 - - - 2,401 £19,296 





Average 1,378. 


In respect to new works opened during the time, there has been expenditure from the general 
revenues only upon three, and for only one has the whole expense been met from those revenues, 
namely: 


In the peninsula of Jaffna. 


Expended from 
Road Ordinance 
Fund. 





Expended from 
General Revenue. 








Causeway and bridge at Kopay - £1,100 £1,090 
Road between Puttoor and Kodigame_ - 1,340 2,150 


In the Vanny District. 


A cross road by which the tapal travels of 
15 miles, opening and levelling through 
the forest - - - - - — 350 





The amount of the item of the Supply Ordinance for 1864, “ No. 14, roads, streets, bridges, and 
canals,” deducting the amounts for balance, general service, implements, the factory, sick 
bullocks, elephants, and purchase of bullocks, is - - - - - 91,248 


* * * * * _ 





* Mainly for the interests of the gentlemen engaged in cocoa-nut cultivation, But for the consideration for 
those interests the road would have been carried in a different direction, and would have been much less 
costly. 
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An abstract of this is as follows :— £ 8. a. 
For land for new open market-places, or for enlarging existing ones - 552 5 0 

For enclosure walls and rails and roads around the said market-places - 358 15 0 

For open-tiled public maddams within the said market-places - - 200 0 0 
£1111 0 0 





I feel assured that the real character of these places is not generally understood. It is very 
significant that the members of the minority of the Legislative Council who were in favour of con- 
tinuing the system of improvement of these places, the Governor, the Major-General, the Queen’s 
Advocate, and the Auditor-General, had all been in the country where they are, and had seen them, 
and the manner in which the people resort to and use them, which is entirely different from what 
was assumed by those of the majority against the continuance of the system, who expressed their 
Opinions on it. . 

In my report of last year I made these observations on the want of bridges to some of the most 
important roads on the mainland :—*“ Mr. Morris’s reference to the Kala Oya leads me to notice how 
‘ much the realization of the objects aimed at in the opening of roads in the large block of forest 
‘ between the Elephant Pass and Dambool, 120 miles in length by, roughly, 50 in breadth, is 
“ checked by the want of bridges. A river in the eastern boundary, the Yoanaar, interrupts com- 
‘* munication with Trincomalie, as the Kala Oya in the west does with Putlam; and on the Central 
‘© Road of 120 miles, five bridges are still required at five places, reckoning the delta of the 
‘ Kanagarayanaar, in the Karetchy as one.” 

I have again and again been led to expect that provision would be made for those on the Central 
Road, and I think there is no impropriety in my stating that 1 was consulted as to giving priority to 
those of Dambool and Nalande, to which I was consentient, as they are of more importance, froin the 
nature of the country, to the people of this province, as far as regards their large trade by the 
Central Road with Matelle than those within the province; but now that both of those have, as I 
understood, been completed, or nearly so, I trust that the further work of the kind required north- 
wards may be proceeded with 

There exists a bridge near to Anoradhapoora on the road between that and Trincomalie, over the 
Malvatta Oya (the Aripoo river of the coast), which is much larger than any of those still required 
on the Central Road, which was built entirely with local resources, and which was not in any 
way injured by the floods of last year, which Mr. Morris described as the heaviest that had ever 
been known. 

To realize the object of bridging the roads in the country referred to, a heavy outlay in any one 
year would not be needed. What is required is, that persistent and sustained attention to which 
Sir H. Ward alluded in his Minute of 1856, as having been the means of effecting much in the 
peninsula with comparatively small means. 

The case is similar in the peninsula, where the heaviest works, in point of cost, and those most 
demanded, from the interruption to traffic, and the discomfort to the people which they would remove, 
are long causeways across inlets from the lake. 

The principal work of the kind which has been executed is that at Kopay, which is 600 yards 
in length (including 100 yards of waterway in palmira-piled bridges), and is supported by solid 
stone walls. 

This, as shown in the preceding statement, was constructed partly from votes from the general 
revenues and partly from receipts from the Road Ordinance, in equal proportion from each ; and 
from the difficulty as to funds it took three years to complete it. 

‘There are several other works of the kind much required, the execution of which would be of more 
practical advantage to the people than anything else of the kind that could be done for them. 

These, however, could only be executed by steadily persistent and sustained attention to them for 
a series of years. They could scarcely be entered on without a clear recognition on the part of 
Government of the propriety of such a source of action. It has seemed to me, however, for some 
years past, that the Government has a great disinclination to engage in anything in this province 
that cannot be completed with one vote, and consequently in twelve months, or to give consideration 
to any statement of prospective views extending beyond a year. 

Had such a feeling operated in former years the existing main roads of the peninsula could not 
have been made; but, so far from this having been the fact, although it was known that not more 
than 2,0002, or 38,0002 a year could be given for them, and although the works were estimated to cost 
12,0002. or 15,0002, they were entered on (with the sanction of the Secretary of State), and were 

steadily carried on without interruption, for a long series of years, to completion. 


Tt occurs to me to add, that the principal roads in the peninsula are generally in better order than 
they ever were before, as the effect of the introduction of late years by Mr. Byrne, and the continu- 
ation of and the great extension by Mr. Folkard, of the system of metalling with broken stone 
(limestone). Previous to that, the gravel, or madrapore, as it came from the pit, had been found 
sufficient; but the increase in the number of carts, and still more in the weight of the loads usually 
carried, made the improvement in the mode of construction a matter of necessity. 

I had thought to have made some detailed reference to the subject of minor roads, but con- 


sideration of the length to which this report under this head has been extended deters me from this.. 


A. great deal of very useful work has been done on the peninsula, and a great effect has been realized 
by the recent completion of several lines of road which had been in progress for several years. 
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Cooly Immigration. 


The service of the immigration vessels continued to be conducted with great efficiency throughout 
the year. I visited one of the vessels at Pasalle in June last, (the same vessel which has in this year 
been lost, under such sad circumstances as regards the loss of life). ‘Che vessel, when I visited her, 
had only been in port a few hours, having come in during the night with coolies, yet she was quite 
clean, and free from any bad smell between decks. 

The number of coolies carried by these vessels in the year was as follows :— 


Men. | Women. Children. 

Arrivals : -| 28,712 | 7,833 1,672 
Departures - ls 20,842 4,391 1,328 
Total - -| 49,554 12,224 3,000 





In this year (and partly in 1862) there were sunk, and built up in a substantial’ manner in 
masonry, in the Manaar and Newcrakalavia districts, 18 wells, at a cost of 4551. 

It would be difficult to overrate the relief that these have afforded to the coolies. There is now 
water at all times at places at moderate distances apart. 

Works of repair have been executed to a number of the cooly maddams, but several of them are 
still in very bad order. 

I passed over the whole of the line of road travelled by the coolies in September and October. 


Miscellaneous Observations.— The Fiscal’s Office. 


The efficient working of this office has been considerably improved since the appointment of a 
special deputy fiscal. 
* * 


* * * * * 


Distressed Condition of Weavers. 


I had noticed in the Indian newspapers that this class of people have throughout the country 
suffered great distress, and here also a great many have been thrown out of employ from the 
inability to obtain thread. They commonly work toa great extent with imported English thread ; 
and I give hereunder a statement of these imports for severai years, and also of the import of 
cloth, English and Indian, and of the export from Jaffna; that made here, and Indian cloth dyed 
and painted by hand here. ? 


Import of Cotton-thread into the Northern Province from beyond Sea. 





Quantity. Value. 

Cuts. £ ss a. 

1859 - - - - 416 3 114 2,936 1 6 
410 1 26} 

eee : ” -{ and bundles 245 Soc a 
271 1 #138 

Poon = " -{ and bundles 2 1,603 9 Il 

1862 - : : -{ ae 1,065 4 4 
and packages 6 

1863 - - - - 50 O 274 952 8 6 





Imrort of Cotton Cloth of all Kinds both from beyond Sea and Coastwise into the Province. 
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——— Bales. Packages. Pieces. Value. 
£ Ss. d. 
1859 - - - §2] 86 137,875 33,772 1 9 
1860 - - - : 692 331 102,553 35,898 6 O 
1861 - . : 452 343 60,382 27,971 11 8 
1862 - - - - 237 432 30,997 17,482 5 4 
1863 - - - 491 196 19,948 33,560 9 O 

Export of Cotton Cloth of Jaffna Manufacture, and dyed and painted at Jaffna. 

—— | Bales. Packages. Pieces. Value. 
£ os. d. 
1859 - - - | = - - 272 - - 2,942 16 O 
1860 - - - -|- « - 561 569 3,691 17 6 
186] : : sie ge 4 393 1,048 5,244: 9 0 
1862 - « 7 a _ eS 358 249 5,828 14 6 
1863 «= ao o o a o- 228 = Sad bas 3,483 12 O 
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Cyclone. 


A gale of this description which came on the 19th October has been mentioned in the season 
report for the fourth quarter. 


The account given there of the damage done by it in the Jaffna District was as follows :— 


Vessels belonging to the province totally lost by foundering or 11 

being driven on shore - - - - - { Burthen 676 tons. 
Value of vessels lost and injured - - - £2,950 
Value of goods and specie lost - - - - 2,832 


The following is a list of the gales of this description within my knowledge, or of which there is 
record, which have occurred since 1814 :— 


1802 

1209 | A referred to in the report of that in 1814, 

1809 
November 24 1814 March 26 1853 
May 4 1827 December 30 1855 
December 7 1829 : November 20 1856 
May 22 1836 May 4 1858 
December 31 1844 | April 20 1859 
May 1 1851 October 19 1863 


From the reports made at the time, and from the clear and incontestible evidence of the large 
tracts of land in the borders of the lake in the divisions of Poonenyn and Karetchy, which still show 
the effects of the extensive inundation from the lake, that of 1814 must have been the most severe 
of all. 

That of May 1827 was also very severe, and lasted for an unusual time. 

The first I witnessed at Jaffna was that of December 1829, and certainly it was more violent than 
any of those which have occurred since. 

Published accounts of the height to which the cyclone wave rises in the upper part of the Bay of 
Bengal, and of the consequences that have ensued therefrom to some of the low lying districts on its 
shores, considered in connexion with the fact that the peninsula of Jaffna is generally not more, if so 
much as, 10 or 12 feet above the level of the sea, are calculated to suggest apprehensions of the 
possible effects of some future visitations of this kind. 


I have not received any annual report from any of the assistant agents. Mr. Morris (actin 
assistant agent) furnished one for Newerakalavia last year, several extracts from which I embodied 
in my Report. 
(Signed) P. A. Dyke, 
Jaffna Cutcherry, May 12, 1864. Agent. 


SIR, Jaffna Cutcherry, June 14, 186+. 

I nave the honor to request that the enclosed paper may be added to my report for 1863, 
opposite to the statement termed “ a condensed abstract of the particulars of the receipts in the 
years 1858, 1862, and 1863,” and that a note of reference to it may be inserted opposite to the 
figures ‘ 5,276/., under the head of salt monopoly,” 1963. 

And I should feel much obliged by being favoured with intimation that this request has been 
complied with. 

I find that in the course of making the various adjustments referred to in the report some dis- 
crepancies have arisen between the statements in different parts of it, which, in the hurry occasioned 
by the desire to get the report sent off, were overlooked. 

Thus the real revenue accruing from salt, with the exceptions stated, is given in the note now sent 
as 6,112/.; whereas elsewhere it is stated as 6,096/., the difference of 16l. being a sum recovered for 
some deficiencies. And the other instances of the kind are generally immaterial. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) P. A. DyxeE, 
Agent. 


The following is a copy of an explanatory remark made on the revenue statement for December 
J] £63. 

By an accident a sum of &36/. for the rent of Jaffna, instead of being brought to account on the 
31st December, was so early in January. There was not any corresponding arrear at the end of 
1862 in respect to the rent of that year. Therefore, for the purpose of instituting a real comparisoy 
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between the revenues which accrued in respect to the two years, the 8362 must be credited to 1869, 
when the account will stand thus :— | 
Rented - = L£ 2,884 
836 
— £3,720 
Retail o - 1,482 
Wholesale - - 910 











which shows an increase of 1802. on the total for local consumption. The rent of Jaffna for 1862 
had sold high, and there was no increase for 1863. 
(Signed) =P. A. Dyke, 


Agent. 


Government Agent’s Office, Trincomalie, 
SiR, 14th April 1864, 
I wave the honour to transmit report of the Batticaloa District for 1863, received from my 
assistant on the 6th instant, to which I beg to append a few remarks. 
IT have, &c., 
The Honourable the Colonial Secretary, (Signed) W. Morais, 
Colombo. Government Agent. 


Report FOR THE YEAR ENDING DEcEMBER 1868. 


‘The past year has been a prosperous one, both as regards the revenue and the circumstances of 
the people. ‘I'he collections of the year have exceeded that of 1862 by 1,464/, the aggregate being 
13,8731. against 12,4092. ‘The expenditure on establishments has been about 4,870, leaving a clear 
profit of some 9,000/. Under these circumstances I may be excused for urging upon notice those 
wants which I believe to be most felt by the residents here, and several of which I believe will be 
remunerative in the end, though at first the return may be but small. I will, however, follow my 
usual practice of remarking on the several heads of revenue. 

The arrears of revenue are composed of the last instalments of the arrack and toddy farms, and 
of a few payments due by the renters of the Government share of crops; the former was paid a few 
days after the close of the year, but the latter give no little trouble in their collection, as will appear 
when I state that I had to enter no fewer than 139 cases in the Court of Requests for sums due on this 
account. It will, however, be of less importance this year, as 1 have arranged with a member of the 
bar here to undertake such cases on my behalf as come before the minor courts in future, recovering 
costs only in those cases which he gains, where they have to be paid by the defendants ; but they one 
and all utterly decline to undertake to appear before the District Court unless their fees are secured 
to them, whether they gain or lose, as would be done by private individuals, or a regular salary paid. 
I am not aware how it is that the practice of allowing time for payments has crept in, but there is no 
doubt that it tends to increase the price of the tithe rents, by enabling purchasers to raise money on 
their crops wherewith to make payments, they being generally cultivators who have little or none at 
the date of sale, which is prior to the reaping and thrashing of crops. 

The revenue derived from the customs though very small, being only 5851, shows an increase of 
921. as compared with that of Jast year. I trust to be able to show under the head “ roads” how it 
may be very materially added to. | 

More has been realized by land sales than I expected when I wrote my report for 1862, 
but there is a decrease of 240/. in comparison with that of the previous year. Our receipts have been 
as follows :—-. 





£ os. ad. 

Sales during the year in irrigation district - - - 210 10 0O 
Sales in other parts of the district - - - - - 949 0 GO 
Instalment on purchase of former years - - *- - 1,561 0 0O 
Payments on account of lots given over at 4 valuation - - - 263 10 0O 
Total ° - 2,984 0 O 





I anticipate a considerable sale of small garden lots in villages; and in these cases it is at all times 
difficult and in some instances impossible to make bidders understand what particular lot is being 
sold. Many of these gardens have been held and improved for periods varying from two or three 
years to nine or nearly ten, perhaps; it thus becomes very important that the holder should know the 
exact lot put up for sale. Villagers cannot at all understand plans. ‘Thus it not unfrequently happens 
that another becomes the proprietor for far less than the holder would have given, the consequence 
being, that not only is the Government a loser, but much heart-burning is occasioned among the 
people. Ihave been informed, too, that some are sharp enough to undertake the journey to the 
cutcherry on the understanding that they are to purchase for their neighbours, and, the lot being 
knocked down, they refuse to make it over to the intended purchaser, but sell it again at a consider- 
able profit on their own account. Al! this would be avoided were the sales like those of the 
Fiscal’s Department, held on the spot. This would certainly occasion much additional trouble and 
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exposure to the officer who has to hold the sales; it would too, increase travelling expenses; but I Czyzon, 
respectfully submit that the benefit derivable by the people and the revenue would far counter- — 
balance these disadvantages, and that were s Minute passed by the Governor authorizing or 

requiring that these sales should be held on the spot it would be a great boon to the people 

at large. 

The revenue derived from paddy was 3,5531., against 3,3712 in the previous year, giving an Paddy. 

increase of 1822, of which 142 10s. is on account of additional commutation. The estimated extent 
of Crown land cultivated with paddy was 748 acres; the amount realized by the sale of the Govern- 
ment share was about 230/, licensed cultivation being taxed at one fifth, unlicensed at one half. 
Owing to the want of food, which I mentioned in my report for 1862 had been widely felt in that 
year, a larger quantity of paddy was detained in the hands of the landowners and traders than, in 
consequence of the larger cultivation of chena, was needed ; it has not, therefore, risen beyond 2s. the 
bushel. I fear that the result will be that this year a very large proportion will be sent out of the 
district, and, as there is to be no chena cultivation next year, that there will be a great scarcity. 

The chenas licensed in 1862 yielded last year a revenue of 5782; those licensed in 1863 will give Fine Grain. 
theirs in 1864, after which the revenue from this source will cease. Iam sorry to have to observe, 
that the generality of chena cutters have included better Jand than was licensed in their clearings. 

They are, however, called upon to pay for timber that was growing on their clearings, so that Govern- 
ment will not really be losers by it; but it is vexatious to find such persistence in endeavours to 
over-reach. 

The ferry tolls yielded a slightly increased revenue, notwithstanding the establishment of courts Ferry Tolls. 
at Calmone and Caroncotativoe saves most of the litigants and their witnesses from the southern 
pattoos from coming into Pulientivoe. 

The arrack rent sold for 1,475/. for the last six months of 1863 and first six of 1864. It has been Arrack. 
eradually increasing since 1855, when it only realized 2672. 10s. The renter, however, will, I fear, 
suffer a considerable loss, not having enough arrack to carry him on until the port opens. ‘There is 
one circumstance connected with this rent to which I am desirous of inviting attention, in the hope 
that what appears to me to be an omission may be remedied ; it is, that no penalty is imposed either 
by the Ordinance No. 10. of 1844, or by the conditions of sale, for diluting the spirits or adulterat- 
ing it. If it be necessary that the public should be guarded against such acts in the case of salt, 
surely it is as much so in this instance. I would also respectfully state that it is not advisable to 
continue the clause in the conditions of sale by which the Government is bound to issue arrack 
from the commissariat stores when the other resources of the renter fail. He being, or should be, 
fully aware of the average quantity annually consumed, should be careful to have such a supply as 
should ensure his not being without, or failing he should suffer the penalty of his want of precau- 
tion, and not have a shadow of claim for compensation for Josses which due forethought on his own 
part might prevent. 

The new Stamp Ordinance, being more thoroughly understood, is working better, and we have in Stamps. 
consequence sold no less than 1,288/. worth of stamps, against 990/. in 1862. A further considerable 
increase may be looked for in 1864, in consequence of the Registration Ordinance having come 
into force. 

The postage revenue has increased one seventh, and I observe that the natives frequently avail Post Office. 
themselves of the privilege of registering letters and parcels. I would here invite attention to the 
pay of the clerk who has charge of this duty, which is less than that of many head servants, being 
only 1210s. a month. It is quite out of the question that this sum can maintain a burgher who has 
to dress and Jive respectably ; indeed a native would consider it insufficient. 

The post office at Calmone is in charge of the clerk of the court there, and it appears there was 
some understanding that the tapal peon there should serve processes and attend to other duties con- 
nected with the court. This, of course, must interfere with his other duties; and, as he is paid 
entirely by the Post Office Department, 1 think the sooner it is discontinued the better, and that some 
allowance might be made to the salt storekeeper there, who is an officer under the orders of the 
assistant agent, who should be required to attend to these duties, instead of the court clerk, who 
draws his pay from another department, and is not subject to my control. 

This valuable condiment seems to be ever in increasing demand here. Last year 2,4762, worth was Salt. 
sold, against 2,174. inthe previous year; and reference to the accounts of 1853 show that the sale then 
only produced 484/ 10s. Rather more than one third of the quantity sold is for the Central Province. 

The sale of weights and measures here is very small, and many of those issued to this cutcherry Weights and 
do not agree with the standard. Any person, therefore, using them, would be liable to fine under the Measures 
5th clause of Ordinance No. 2 of 1836, while he might be innocent of all blame in the matter. The 

Acting Deputy Commissary General, in his letter No. 192. of the 8th July last to the Honourable 
the Colonial Secretary, states that he presumed they were tested in England before shipment, and 
that he could not undertake to test them or in any way guarantee them. It is not for me to say who 
should or who sbould not test them, but as I am called upon to sell them, I think I am but doing 
my duty in asking that they should be properly tested before being sent for sale. 

I do not recollect that the working of the Road Ordinance in this district has ever been reported Road Ordi- 
upon. It appears to me that it is now carried out very satisfactorily. Scarcely any of the people here peer 
but have elected to commute, which is natural enough, since they do so at 4d. for each day’s work ; 
whereas the ordinary rate of hire varies from 44d. to 6d.; it is thus plain that by commuting they are 
gainers. This law was first enforced here in 1850, when the collections under it amounted to 8771. 

This dwindled down in 1851 to 6932, slightly increasing in 1852 to 7071; in 1853 it rose to 8221, 

in 1854 to 9111, diminishing again in 1855 to 7652. For this the division officers were punished, as 

it was attributed to their carelessness. In 1856 the collection amounted to 1,1572, in 1857 to 1,3562, 
S38 


CEYLON. 


Principal 
Roads. 


Coast Road. 


Minor Roads, 


TIraoor. 


142! REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PAST AND PRESENT 


in 1858 to 1,3132, in 1859 to 1,253/, in 1860 to 1,813, 1861, 1,4132, 1862, 1,5862, and 
1863, 1,578/.; but in the two last years are added the sums collected as fines under the Ordinance ; 
viz. 982. in the first and 74, in the second year. The rest-house collections are a mere nothing, 
the highest receipt in any year having been 110. 15s. 9d., and in 1868 but 21. 17s. Od. was taken, the 
pay of the rest-house keeper being 122 a year I believe this to be in a great measure attributable 
to the want of accommodation and proper furniture in the rest-house, as well as to the great incon- 
venience of its position, which I shall have to invite attention to when I touch upon the question of 
the fiscal’s establishment. : : 

The road to Badulla, which is of very great importance to the trade of this district, and not less 
so to the comfort of residents in Quvah, has had little or nothing expended upon it in 1863, and not 
much in the previous year; it is bitterly complained of as almost impassable, and the resting sheds 
are leaky and barely habitable. 7 a 

In 1862, of the 4122 paid over in commutation to the Civil Engineer’s Department for this work, 
2171. odd remained unexpended, and must be lying idle, since it has not been returned to the district 
committee, to be spent on minor works, as was usual till that time; the commutation of the past 
year, another 4127, is lying in deposit here; thus we have about 630/. of commutation which, as I 
understand the tenor, should be promptly spent on the works for which it is voted, lying over to form 
a fund until such time as the Civil Engineer and Commissioner of Roads shall have sufficient to 
justify his sending a company of pioneers to undertake the work, and can spare them for the purpose ; 
at least this is what I understood him to say when I conversed with him on the subject when in 
Colombo Jast year. Now I trust I shall be held excused if, in the interest I feel in the district 
entrusted to my charge, I take the liberty to record my disapproval of such a course, as tending to 
very serious inconvenience and loss. With the pressure for roads in the Central Province it seems very 
doubtful to me if the Civil Engineer will ever be able to spare pioneers for a district so compara- 
tively unimportant ; but I would respectfully ask if that is a sufficient reason for that work which we 
have the funds to pay for not being undertaken. The Government votes have made up the sum to 
be expended on this particular line to 1,200 or thereabouts. This sum, if the workmen were carefully 
looked after, would make a very visible annual improvement. We have plenty of carpenters, black- 
smiths, and coolies, who would be glad of employment, and surely it would not be more difficult to 
obtain masons and good overseers from elsewhere than it was when they were needed for the 
irrigation works. I would earnestly urge attention to this subject, the road being both of political 
and mercantile importance. 

Considerable advance has been made on the coast line, which, in my opinion, should be made 
practicable for carts as far as the extensive village of Carencotetive, where there is large paddy cultiva- 
tion. As soon, however, as the road from thence to the Kitenghe ferry has been fairly opened for cart 
trafic I think the line through the villages on the eastern coast of the lake should be opened out, 
and afterwards hardened, as money can be spared for the purpose. I cannot avoid repeating my 
belief that it would be cheaper to form inland water communication with the Trincomalie district than 
to make the road. We have now water communication for the first ten miles to Cannetive ; from 
that a canal would have to be dug through low land to the Natoor river, about 44 miles. ‘Thence 
there is now water communication as far as Caremoone, which is about 34 miles from this. A canal 
will be required for about five miles from that, to a place called Oopoocotoo, from which point boats 
can be taken as far as Cadravelly. Doubtless some money would be needed to deepen these old 
channels, but the cost would be far less than would have to be incurred in making the road, which 
must necessarily be taken over heavy sand and through swamps. | 

As the bridge from Pulientivoe to Cotemoone, which has been so long talked of, and lately 
promised to the people by Sir Charles MacCarthy, is upon this line, I cannot do better than here 
call attention to it. The promise having been made through me, I am naturally most anxious that 
a show should be made of the intention to carry it out; and I would respectfully urge that some 
step should be taken towards it, if only in the collection of materials, to remove the great disap- 
pointment felt at the estimate having been struck out of the Supply Ordinance for 1864. It needs 
not that any large sum should be spent at once; but I respectfully submit that if some commence- 
ment were made it would cause confidence in the intention of carrying out the promise at as early 
a date as practicable. | 

This work was first urged upon Government by the District Road Committee here some twelve 
years ago. 

The road connecting the villages on the western shore of the lake from Couengamoone towards 
Samantorre, some 30 miles in length, has been greatly improved. It will require a considerable outlay 
to complete it, as there are several Jarge streams and many smaller ones which will have to be 
bridged over. | 

A survey has been made of the native track from Eraoor to ‘Tirreli Odey, a stream and rest-shed 
some 25 miles on the road to Badulla. Ifa proper trace were made between these two places, E 
believe the distance could be reduced some six or eight miles, and it would perhaps be worthy con- 
sideration whether that should not be adopted as the main road, for from what I have heard from the 
surveyor, and from natives who takes tavelams alony that line, many streams and watercourses are 
avoided here that intersect the other, and it passes by several villages, which would render it pre- 
ferable to the other route, which does not. 

I may here, thongh perhaps, rather out of place, suggest that it would be of considerable advantage 
to this district, and no less so to that portion of the Central Province which lies between Meda Maha 
Newera and Alootnewera, if the native path from the latter village to the Ouvah and Batticaloa roacl 
near the Madoore Oya were opened out, as 1 have no doubt but that rice, fish, oil, &. would then be 
supplied to the estates there in considerable quantities from this. 


ee 
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A few lanes have been opened out and levelled between the main road which runs by Callady and Cryton. 
Catancoody and the lake, but much more remains to be done. 
The circular road round the northern and eastern shores of the island of Pulientivoe was raised Minor Works. 
and graveled, but has been somewhat damaged by floods. Landing jetties for passenger boats have 
been put up near the court house and on the opposite shore at Catamoone ; and a retaining wall, so 
that the space between the court house and customs shall be raised above the height of the floods, 
has been partly built. It is intended to carry out a strong landing jetty for goods, of such length 
that dhonies and such square-rigged vessels as can enter the lake may unload on to it. The roads 
of the esplanade have been improved, and that from the District Judge’s residence to the court 
house has been graveled, as also have one or two streets in the town. ‘The pioneer road has been 
raised and graveled for about 450 yards. ‘This work is very popular among the residents of Cata- 
moone, Amurthagallee, &c., and will, I believe, prove very useful when completed. 
I can say but little more than I did last year upon the subject of public buildings. The Buildings. 
cutcherry officers have again been put to great inconvenience, and business has been frequently 
stopped, because the verandahs are open, and the rain, drifts through the whole breadth of it when 
the wind is high. The assistant agent’s residence is even more unsafe and uncomfortable than 
it was. 
The court house roof has had to be propped up. The site, as I have before said, is inconvenient 
both to litigants and traders, it being too near the custom house. 
The custom house has no storage room for goods landed, or waiting for shipment, so that much 
is often slightly injured by rain. : 
The District Judge’s residence needs repair. 
The gaol is in worse condition than it was last year, and then it was considered very unsafe, not 
only as regards the escape of prisoners, but also the persons of those confined in it, the rafters 
being rotten. 
The rest-house being within a few feet of it renders it most difficult, if not impracticable, to 
enforce gaol regulations strictly, and to prevent prisoners for further examination or hard labour 
from having communication with those outside. The building given up as a rest-house was the 
cutcherry till June 1860, when the establishment was moved into the new one in the fort. The 
old cutcherry is not at all adapted for a rest-house, though it would serve very well as a residence 
for the gaoler, and I would take the liberty to suggest that 1t should be appropriated to that purpose, 
and other accommodation be furnished for travellers. 
Feeling that the establishment allotted to me for conducting fhe duties of the fiscal’s department Fiscal’s Depart- 
here is very insufficient, I cannot conclude my report without making a few remarks on the subject. ment. 
The returns sent from the court will show the comparative amount of labour to be got through, 
as compared with many other stations, The establishment consists of a clerk, at 75/.a year; a 
translator, at 36/.; head process server, at 16s. 10d. a month; six process servers, at 12s. each per 
mensem; a gaoler at 36/. a year; and two peons at 12s. each per month. 





* * * * % * 


The average daily number of prisoners in gaol here last year was nineteen, but on 30th May last 
there were no less than forty-one, thirty-eight of whom were for further examination on a charge 
of murder. 

The duty of the gaol guard is continuous throughout the twenty-four hours. One of the two 
peons has to remain at the gaol the whole day; the other accompanies the hard-labour prisoners to 
their work. When but few prisoners are in custody the peons take it in turn nominally to watch - 
the yaol at night, but really to sleep on the premises, for it is evident that no proper watch can be 
kept at night by men who have been on duty the whole of the previous day ; and it should be borne 
in mind that we have no military guard here. 

When there are many in gaol or when desperate characters, or prisoners on a charge of murder, 
or under sentence of death, are in custody, it 1s usual to employ extra peons, and to have two on 
duty at night. From this I think it must be obvious that with so limited an establishment it 
is impossible that the work of this department can be carried on efficiently; and I would further 
bring to notice, that the pay of a common coolie, which when I came here in 1854 was 10s. 6d. a 
month, has now risen to 15s., or one fourth more than the pay of a peon, who, in addition to having 
a certain amount of responsibility, is compelled to be respectably dressed. Considering all these 
circumstances, and the fact that their position lays them particularly open to the temptation of 
bribery, the case of the prisoner, and his opportunities of communicating with his friends, depending 
so, much upon their vigilance and probity, or the want of these virtues, I respectfully suggest that 

to secure the services of good men the rate of pay must be raised so much as shall make the loss of 
appointment really a serious matter to them. 

I would further take the liberty to suggest that were the fiscal’s clerk appointed deputy fiscal, 
subject to the orders of the assistant agent, also holding a deputation, he could then by right, sign 
returns to ordinary processes, and attend to minor details, which the assistant agent, by his other 
occupations, is sometimes prevented from doing, or often greatly inconvenienced by having to 
attend to. | ad 

Up to the middle of 1853, when I went home on leave, all processes were signed by me; but 
Mr. Birch, when acting during my absence, threw this duty, as regards summonses, subpoenas, &c., 
upon the clerk, who has continued it up to the present time; but the other day, having occasion to 
find fault with a return which represented a well-known person as not to be found, he informed me 
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that should it occur again he would not receive returns to process unless signed by me. This would 
frequently most seriously interfere with my other duties, and it is on that account I now ask that a 
deputation be granted to Mr. Wambeek. I can testify that he 1s generally careful in the execution 
of his duties, and that the work of the department here, though very heavy, is far more regularly 
performed than I have seen it elsewhere. Of course he makes mistakes now and then, but that, any 
man is liable to whose time is very fully occupied. 


(Signed) J. Morpuew, 
Batticaloa Cutcherry, March 29, 1864. Assistant Government Agent. 


Remarks on Report of Assistant Agent of Batticoloa for 1863. 


I have intimated that, as a rule, the rents are for ready moncy, although, for the convenience of 
the assistant agent and cultivator, who may not attend the sale prepared with funds, a few days’ 
grace may be allowed, but that no one should be permitted to take up the rent until the amount is 
paid. If there should be any delay, a resale should take place, at the risk of the first purchaser, and 
the Government share should be set aside, if necessary, for the convenience of the cultivators. 

Forty thousand bushels were exported to Jaffna in 1863, independent of large supplies sent to the 
interior, and there should be an increase of production, by turning the labour employed on clearing 
jungles into this more legitimate grain cultivation. 

The receipts for 1855 were 522/. 10s., not 2671 10s., as erroneously stated ; but the increase is very 
satisfactory; not that there is more drunkenness in the district, but that there is less toddy and spirits 
illegally sold, and also that the improved condition of the people enable many to indulge in luxuries 
previously forbidden. 

I quite agree with the assistant agent that there should be some check on the adulteration of 
spirits, so long as the Government keeps the monopoly. 

The question of reserve of spirits to be issued to the renter has lately been discussed. ‘This is the 
first time for some years that the Batticaloa renter has failed in his supply. 

This department is everywhere underpaid. 1 consider the post othce clerk at Calmone should be 
exclusively under the assistant agent. 

The increase in the year is satiafa€tory, but the comparison on the two years specified seems by an 
oversight to be incorrectly shown, although verbally correct. In 1853 the retail of salt was rented. 
The receipt under that head was 489/. 2s. 94d, and sale, according to my account, 4742. 10s. making 
a total of 963/. 12s.94d. There were 7,985 cwts. 2 qrs. of salt sold in that year to the retailer at 1s., 
and only 272 cwts. 2 qrs. at the wholesale price. Had all the salt issued in that year been paid for, as 
it is now, at the wholesale price, the sale would have realized 1,926/. 17s. 4d.; whilst the average sale 
of the last four years has been 1,965. 16s. 53d. 

There is no doubt but that much of the ealt formerly sold to retailers at the low rate was sent to 
the intericr, so that the issues are not much increased ; but the Government, under the present system, 
receives the full price for all that is sold. 

The delay, 1 believe, has been consequent on the objections by the Provincial Road Committee to 
expend more money until satisfied that the present line should be adopted. The committee wished to 
ascertain whether some of the numerous nullahs and steep gradients cannot be avoided, instead of 
continuing a large expenditure annually on parts that must eventually be abandoned. I fully agree 
in the necessity for urging on the work, and I think the course adopted, of reserving the funds until 
a satisfactory line be decided on, is a wise one. Instead of pioneers, I consider, if there is any hard- 
ship in preventing chena clearing, tne inhabitants of the district have at hand a good field for 
superfluous labour by employment on the roads. 

I quite agree with the assistant agent that interior water communication with Trincomalie would 
be more feasible and far more economical than a permanent road; but I fear the present state of the 
Eastern Province would not warrant such an expenditure. 

I- have long considered this a preferable line to that of Corringamormai, which necessitates four 
railes water carriage from Pulientivoe. ‘The Commissioner of Roads, however, appears to be averse 
to it but 1 am of opinion, that if no great natural impediments exist; this line should be adopted in 

preference to the other. ; 
I have, &c. 


(Signed) |W, Morris, 
Trincomalie, April 14, 1864. Government Agent. 


x, Se FeO —_ -_—_—-_ 
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HONG KONG. 


No. 24. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Hercurss Rosinson to the Right Honourable 
Epwarp CarpweL., M.P. 
(No. 110.) 


Sm, Hong Kong, July 26, 1864. 
I nave the honor to forward the Blue Book of Hong Kong for the year 1863, 
with a report upon it by the Colonial Secretary. 

As this officer was in the administration of the Government during the whole of the 
period embraced in these returns, I consider it unnecessary to add any remarks of my 
own upon occurrences which did not come under my personal observation. 

Mr. Mercer accounts satisfactorily for the decrease in the revenue, and shows that in 
all other respects the material interests of the Colony have steadily advanced. 

Ihave, &c., 
(Signed ) HERCULES G. R. ROBINSON. 
To the Right Honourable E. Cardwell, M.P. , 
&e. = &e. &c. 


Enclosure in No. 


SIR, Colonial Secretary's Office, Hong Kong, July 19, 1864. 
I nave the honour to lay before your Excellency the Blue Book for 1863. 
_ 2. The year, though differing in an important respect from its predecessors, shows 
sabetanti lant satisfactory proof of progress. 


3. The revenue is $576,375 (£120,078 2s.6d.), or 854,884 (£11,434 3s. 4d.) less 


than that of 1862, but $10,000 more than what was estimated, and the ore respect to 
which I allude fully explains the falling off from the preceding year. For the difficulties 
about Korsloon not having yet been arranged, there was little land to be brought into 
the market, and the estimated premium on land sold being 872,000 (£15,000 0 0), only 
£6,490 (£1,352 O 0) of this was realized; against 8142,612 (£29,710 O 0) realized in 
the year 1862. | 

4. As a further and conclusive proof of the satisfactory state of the general revenue, 
I may point out that putting aside this item of premium, what I may call the ordinary or 
permanent revenue for the three past years stands as follows :— 


1861 - - 435,158 (£90,658 0 0). 
1862 - - $488,647 (£101,801 0 0). 
1863 - - £569,885 (£118,726 0 0). 


5. It may be said that the ground at Causeway Bay might have been put forward for 
sale, but with the district of Bowrington (nearer the centres of business) sold and still 
unbuilt over, this would not have been a prudent measure, and subsequent events (not 
belonging to 1863) have justified the delay in disposing of it. 


Expenditure. 


6. In the expenditure there is a slight decrease as compared with the previous year, 
less being spent on public works, but a considerable augmentation being shown under 
Police and Gaols. It is about 810,000 over the revenue, and 833,800 less than the 
expenditure estimated. 


Ordinances. 


7. The Ordinances passed are eight in number, of which three may be particularly 
mentioned. No. 4 of 1863 for the Regulation of Gaols; this was rendered necessary by 
the receipt of orders from home to provide for the reception and custody of prisoners 
at Stonecutters’ Island, and the opportunity was taken to revise and amend the rules 
under which the gaol in Victoria has been managed. 

No. 5 of 1863 for the better Collection of the Rates leviable in the Colony: the great 
delay and difficulty in the collection of them, ca!led for an improved system, which came 
into operation on the Ist July, and the result was shown in there being the sum of 
of $2,500 outstanding on 31st December 1863 against 88,052 on the previous 
3lst December. 

T 


Hone Kone. 
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No. 24. 


\ 
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No. 6 of 1863 for controlling Chair Bearers: this Ordinance has worked well and been 
admitted to be a great boon to the public. 7 
The Ordinance against fraudulent trade marks may also be noted. 


Government Notifications. 


8. Several useful notifications on local points have appeared from time to time in the 
Government Gazette, but I am not aware that any require special notice here. 


Gaols. 


9. The gaol in Victoria was finished in this year and occupied; a new superintendent 
arrived from home, and a great improvement was visible in the gaol discipline and 
management. 

The drafting off of a large number (280) of long-sentence men from Victoria Gaol to 
the convict hulk at Stonecutters’ Island assisted this amelioration of the former esta- 
blishment; but the movement was one that caused much anxiety to the Government, not 
only from the isolated position of the new prison and the uncertainty of a military guard 
or naval gunboat being furnished, but from the extreme difficulty of getting trustworthy 
and careful gaol officers. 

To obtain experienced men on the spot was out of the question; but, on application to 
the Home Government, an expert superintendent has since been appointed. 

After a very short time the military guard was withdrawn, and some time after the 
gunboat. The police strength was then as far as possible increased, and but one attack 
has hitherto been attempted. The only casualty up to the end of the year being the loss 
by drowning of 38 of the convicts, owing to their upsetting a boat in their eagerness to 
seek shelter on board the hulk. 

Since then the original intention of the Government to moor the hulk alongside a 
shore pier instead of anchoring it at a distance off has been carried into effect, and 
prevented a repetition of such accidents. 


Waterworks. 


10. Towards the conclusion of the year the waterworks were reported so far com- 
pleted as to warrant the levy of the rate under Ordinance No. 12 of 1860... They have 
cost considerable more than was originally anticipated, but the insufficiency of the 
estimate was recognized in the original ordinance. 

The works have been efficiently constructed and are a great benefit to this populous 
city, but they will require large extension, as it is found impossible to afford a supply 
to that part of Victoria lying to the farther east. | 


Gas. 


11. I alluded in my last year’s report to the subject of gas, and am glad to say that 
during 1863 the matter was further ventilated, and has now been advanced nearly to 
completion. 


Population. 


12. The population seems to increase in an equable ratio with the place itself, and 
shows a small advance on last year’s return, the numbers being 123,511 for 1862, and 
124,850 for 1863. 


Shipping. 
13. The harbour master’s returns show a considerable increase on the shipping arrived 
in the port, as thus :— | 
1861, 1,259 vessels of 658,196 tonnage. 
1862,1,390 ,, 688,829 ,, 
1863, 1,822 ,, 894,924 ,, 


Emigration. 


14. There is a slight falling off in Chinese emigrants, the number being 7,809, and 
nearly an equal number returned from foreign countries during the year. 


Military Stores Proclamation. 


15. In the month of February, by direction of Her Majesty’s Government, a 
proclamation was issued forbidding the export of military stores, with a view to prevent 


c 
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the supply of arms and ammunition to the Taeping rebels, but as a similar prohibition Hone Kone. 
- was not extended to the Home and Indian ports the consequence was a derangement to 


some extent of mercantile operations, aud very great mconvenience to this Government. 
The proclamation however was strictly carried out as far as the absence of a customs’ 
department permitted, and numerous confiscations were made. 7 


Police. 


16. I regret to say that, notwithstanding the intelligence and zeal of the captain 
superintendent of police and his assistant, I cannot make a favourable report of the 
force under them. ‘There are doubtless great difficulties in their way, owing to the 
lawless and strange people with whom they have to deal ; but the men of the corps them- 
selves, whether European or Indian, are wanting in most of the essentials of a police 
force. 


Crime. 
17. While on this subject I may remark that the returns show an increase of crime. 


Health. 


18. The colonial surgeon’s annual report is satisfactory, and the sanatory commission 
to which he alludes sat throughout the year, sending in their report in the month of 
December. This report has been placed before the Home Government, and, as occasion 
arises, effect will be given to several of the suggestions of the commission ; some of these 
have already been adopted, as Dr. Murray observes, with good result. 


Volunteers. 


19. A favourable account of the Hong Kong volunteers was received in August last, 
and the spirit of the corps seems to have by no means diminished during the year, but 
on the contrary to have increased with its numbers. 


Education. 


20. The attention paid to education has been steadily continued, but I am not sure 
that sufficient time has elapsed to allow of our seeing signs of the results expected ; at 
any rate it is difficult to trace at present any practical result commensurate with the 
large outlay (87,315) under this head. 

At some of the outlying villages the schools have been discontinued, which accounts 
for the falling off of the numbers enrolled ; but that the loss is none in this respect is 
shown by the average attendance being nearly the same in 1863 and 1862. 


Civil Service Cadets. 


21. The three Civil Service Cadets who came out in the end of 1862 have well 
employed their time during the past year, and give promise of good future assistance 
to this Government. ‘They underwent two probationary examinations during the twelve 
months, and were on each occasion favourably reported. 


Post Office.— Mint and subsidiary Coinage. 


22. In this resumé of the affairs of the Colony it is impossible to pass over so impor- 
tant a department as the Post Office, the work of which has been for some time gradually 
increasing with the increasing trade. The introduction of postage stamps, as in Europe 
and elsewhere, has been a step in the course of progress, as has been that of a subsidiary 
coinage and the foundation of a mint; but these latter subjects come more properly 
within the affairs of the current year. 

23. I cannot conclude my remarks without drawing attention to the improvements in 
the outward look of Victoria. The many houses newly erected of sightly exterior, the 
extension of the praya or sea road eastward, the increase of vegetation upon the public 
toads and around the private dwellings, the construction of the new Government gardens, 
and the elegant drinking fountain presented by the liberality of a late member of the 
Legislative Council, all combine not only to give an improved appearance to the city, 
but to assist its sanitary condition and to add to the general comfort of its inhabitants, 

| have, &c. 
(Signed ) W. T. MERCER, 
His Excellency Sir H. G. R. Robinson. Colonial Secretary. 
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LABUAN. 


No. 25. 


Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor CatLacuan to his Grace the 
an Duke or Newcast ez, K.G, : 


(No. 17.) 


My Lorp Duke, | | Labuan, April 15, 1864. 
I wave the honor to transmit the Blue Book of Labuan for the year 1863. 

2. As the prospects of this colony are so entirely dependent upon the successful 
development of its coal mines, I shall at the outset proceed to describe the progress made 
by the Labuan Coal Company during the past year. 

3. The quantity of raat raised in 1863 was 10,807 tons, being an increase upon the 
yield of the previous year of 7,602 tons. It was raised principally from levels. 

4. Considerable progress was made in sinking a pit to the largest vein of coal. 

5. Since the close of the year this vein has been reached at a depth of 44 fathoms, 
where it was found to be not less than 10 feet in thickness. It lies below two other 
viens of coal of five feet and three feet six inches respectively. 

6. The coal has been used in several of Her Majesty’s vessels and in merchant 
steamers, and the reports upon its quality have been pom aa favourable. 

7. A steamer of about 1,000 tons burthen arrived in December last under charter to 
the Labuan Coal Company, and has since been employed in carrying coals from this to 
Hong Kong. | 

8. The supply of labour in the colony is extremely small, and the company have 
been obliged to import Chinese and other Asiatic coolies; but now that the operations 
are likely to become more extended, a much larger amount of labour than has hitherto 
been employed will be required. To procure this of the kind suitable for such an 
undertaking will, I fear, be attended with difficulty. 

9. Taking all the circumstances into account, the progress made during the year 
must be regarded as satisfactory. _ | 

There can now be little doubt that coal of good quality exists in considerable 
abundance in the island. 

10. The local revenue for 1863 amounted to 2,086/. Os. 8d., and exceeeded that of the 
previous year by 427/. 13s. 84d. 

This is chiefly owing to the increased employment given at the coal mines. 

11. The expenditure, exclusive of the cost of the troops, was 7,4301. Os. 34d. 

12. The principal public works undertaken were the clearing and draining of a part 
of the plain adjoiming the town, and the construction of about five miles of a road 
through the jungle on the way to the coal mines from the southern end of the island. 
These works are still in progress. 

13. The roads and drains were kept in good order by convict labour. 

14. The behaviour of the convicts during the year was generally good. 

15. Iregret to say that there was a good deal of fever, which in several] instances proved 
fatal. Its attacks were principally confined to persons recently arrived in the island. 

16. Judging from the intelligence received upon the subject, piracy appears to have 
been committed to a much less serious extent in 1863 than in the previous year along 
the north-west coast of Borneo. This, I think, is mainly attributable to the presence of 
one of Her Majesty’s gun boats on the station. 

17. The resources of Borneo are so little developed and the condition of its scanty 
population is so low, that I fear there is no prospect of much commerce springing up in 
this part of the world for a long time to come. 

18, The trade of this colony still continues to be very small. 

19. However, if the coal mines can be successfully worked, I need scarcely say that 
this in itself will be sufficient to establish the importance of Labuan as a British 
possession. 

I have, &c. 
( Signed) T. F. CALLAGHAN, 
The Right Hon. the Duke of Newcastle, K.G., Governor. 
&e. &e. &c. 
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GIBRALTAR. 


No. 26. 


Extract of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-General Str WitL1am Coprinerton, K.C.B., 
to the SECRETARY OF STATE FoR War. 


Revenue. 


There has been an increase on the various items over the amount received in ]862 of 
906/. 6s. 6d., and a decrease on others of 2,831/. 7s. 2d., leaving the total decrease of 
revenue 1,925/, Os. 8d. sterling. 

The chief items on which the revenue has decreased are,— 

TI'irstly, the duties on spirits, 1,030/. 5s. 3d. ; secondly, the rates and duties of the Port 
Department, 674/. ; and thirdly, ground and house rents, 540/. 17s. 

F The consumption of spirits has been gradually decreasing for some years; the 
uties in— 


£ s. d. 
1857 were - - - 10,711 13 74 
1858 ,., : - 9379 5 4 
1859 , = : - 9,808 9 3} 
1860 99 ° . 9,669 0 0 
1861 , - = - 8532 5 7 
1862, ; - 7,889 17 0 
1863 ,, : - 6,859 11 9 


Ido not imagine we can expect a larger revenue than 7,000/. from this source in 
future. The decrease is caused by the large importation of beer, owing to the facility 
and regularity of steam boat traffic, and the establishment during the last two years of 
canteen huts in the barracks ; and I cannot regret that the consumption of spirits by the 
soldiers has given place to that of beer. 

The following table will show the great decrease in the importation of spirits and 
increase of beer and porter :— 





Wine. | Spirits. Ale and Porter. 
Year. 
Gallons. | Gallons. Hogsheads. | Tierces. Quarter Casks. Total Gallons. 

1857 107,636 56,622 1,102 74 1,241 104,800 
1858 106,762 48,824 1,548 115 1,080 130,434 
1859 122,837 51,063 2,201 109 2,067 196,983 
1860 139,968 50,346 3,391 161 1,914 270,159 
186] 131,450 44,425 2,608 95 1,702 215,696 
1862 139,397 42,090 3,708 150 1,502 278,956 
1863 136,201 35,714 4,895 102 1,498 351,617 


This decrease in the rates and duties of the Port Department has been caused by 
fewer vessels entering the port, owing to the great delertseala of easterly winds during 
the past year. | 

Ground and house rents really remain about the same ; but in some years more arrears 
are paid up than in others, which makes the apparent difference. 


Expenditure. 


‘The increase of the expenditure over the former year amounts to 2,574/. 10s. 8d. sterling. 
The sum of 3,847/. 11s. 10d. has been expended on new and permanent works, viz.:— 


£ os. d 
New police office (unfinished) _ - - - - 2,000 0 
New police shed (finished) - - - - 198 0 
Offices of registrar of births, civil engineer, &c. - 


350 0 
149 18 
999 19 


Rebuilding the Roman Catholic Chapel, Catalan Bay . 
Converting police office into residence for the magistrate 
Convent alterations unfinished - : - 


0 
2 
149 14 7 - 
0 
0 
] 
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GIBRALTAR. 
Revenue and Expenditure. ee 


The state of the probable revenue and expenditure for the present year, exclusive of 
permanent new works, will be,—revenue, 30,084l. ; expenditure, 29,748/., leaving a 
balance in favor of revenue of about 336/. sterling. 

These new works must be regarded in the light of a special expenditure, which, 
although necessary, could not be undertaken until there was a surplus in hand, which is 
the case at present. 


Population and Mortality. 


The resident population according to a census taken in June 1860 amounts to 15,4621; 
this exclusive of military convicts, and aliens on temporary permits, varying from three 
days to a year. ; 

The number of the latter varies, but in December last was 1,031. 

_ The number of births among the resident population was 608; deaths, 413. — 

Under the head of Miscellaneous Returns are inserted the number of cases heard and 
disposed of in the various courts of law in Gibralter. 

The schools are 11 in number, in which are educated 1158 boys and 972 girls ; besides 
these there are seven regimental schools in which are instructed 268 boys and 242 girls. 

A *return of imports and exports is furnished by the Chamber of Commerce in Not printed. 
Gibraltar, and I append also a letter from the Chairman on the subject. - 

Gibraltar being nominally a free port it is impossible to arrive at exact statistics 
except in the cuse of wines and spirits, on which a duty is levied. 


I have, &c. 


(Signed) W. J. CODRINGTON. 
The Right Hon. the Secretary of State for War, | 
&c. &c. &c. 


M A LTA ° Matta. 


No. 27. No. 27. 


Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir J. G. Le Marcuant, G.C.M.G. to the 
Right Honourable Epwarp CarpweE , M.P. 
(No. 30.) 


SIR, Palace, Valletta, May 13, 1864. 

I nave the honour to transmit herewith the ‘“ Blue Book” of Malta for the year 
1863, and to subjoin a statement in regard to the Revenue and Expenditure of these 
Islands during that year, which has been furnished by the Auditor General. 


2. The gross Revenue of Malta during the five years immediately preceding 1863 
was— 


1858 : - 142,350 
1859 : - 147,385 
1860 - - 145,944 + Average, say £146,765. 
1861 : - 144,344 
1862 - - ° 153,806 


3. The gross Revenue of 1863 was 157,831/. 1s. 54d., being in round numbers 11,066/. 
above the average of the five preceding years, and 4,025/. more than the Revenue of 
1862. This latter increase is chiefly in “ imports” of wheat and inferior wine, and may 
be fairly taken as an index of prosperity among the industrial classes of the community. 
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4. The Receipts of the two principal branches of Te namely, Rents of Property 
and Customs Dues, as compares with 1862, are—_ 





Seren eee 1862, | 1863. Increase. Decrease. 









































' | 
Se S| 
| 
£ ss. d.'| £ os, d. £ s. d. £ 8 d. 
Lauds - - - 12,545 16 84 , 3,178 5 91 632 9 1 pane 
Houses : : -| 23,879 2 9f; 23,181 12 1 = 747 10 8} 
ma eae ee Chet ee aie oe = am melas are eae es aa 
36,424 19 53 | 36,309 17 10} = 115 1 7} 
Imports - - -| 93,466 12 7 97,243 15 4 3,777 2 9 oo 
Tonnage - - - 5,478 17 6 5,114 3 0O ions | 864 14 6 
Store rent - - - 1,775 7 4 1,851 3 38 75 15 11 | a 
100,720 17 5 104,209 1 7 3,852 18 8 364 14 6 
ec ed 
Increase - - £3,488 4 2 
| 
showing an aggregate increase of 3,373/. 2s. 63d. 
5. The provision made for the year was— 
—— Establishment. Exclusive. . Total. 
- £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. 
General Estimate -| 66,611 16 O 77,087 O O | 148,698 16 0O 
Supplemental Ordinance, No. I. of 1864, aot yet 
approved by the Queen . is 361 9 11 37,76) 8 2 38,122 18 1] 
Reserved Balance of Special Service under the 
direction of the Secretary of State - - = aneenet =e aieae 2 
66,973 5 11 115,321 4 5 182,294 10 4 
6. The gross Expenditure in 1863 was— 
° —— | Establishments. Exclusive. 
£ «8 d. £ os. d. 
Local charges - - - - - | 65,916 14 1 93,780 15 11 
Crown agents” - - - - - 284 11 1 3,091 11 5 


aes 
| es20t 66,201 5 2 96,872 7 4 











pose. fee ,592/. 11s. 83d. above the Revenue of the year, exclusive of the Dividends on 
Stock in Consols, which are reinvested for a special purpose. 


dt. 
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7. The expenditure on account of Services which, for purposes of calculation, may, in 
my opinion, be fairly considered as Charges against the Credit Balance of former years, 
was :— 


Sa a ee 


{ 
: Supplemental 
eee wats | Pp 
| General Estimate. Eedinate: 


a 











£ 8s ad £ os. d, 
Opera House, exclusive of exchange of property, 
but including the demolition of Torre Barracks 2,000 0 0 2,392 11 0 
| Construction of St. Elena tank - - ai 3882 0 5 = 
_ Completion of Lunatic Asylum under “ Works | 
and Buildings” -  - - - - | 138 3 3 — 
| Under “ Hospitals” - - - a 416 14 9 | — 
: Civil Powder Magazine - - - - - - 1,770 12 10 
“Tal Horr” Cemetery, exclusive of exchange of land - - - | 1,158 17 11 
| Road to “Tal Horr” Cemetery —- oe + 2 = 571 4 1 
“San Guiseppe” Cemetery — - - - | - - - 270 12 O 
Cutting rock, &c. near the new theatre - -| - - - 333 9 O 
“‘ Migiarro” Road to ‘‘ Robato Gozo” - - 408 5 6 ane, 
| “ Ridolfo” Road, Malta - - - | : - - 60 O O 
New Harbour Revenue services - - - - - - 12,306 19 6 
| Bollards for new Harbour - - - - | - - - 163 10 0 
| Damages in Roads near the new Harbour - - - - - 268 16 9 
3 Footpath in new Harbour - - . - - - 300 0 O 
| Hauling-up slip - - - - - | - - - 1,400 0 O 
| Expenses of Exhibition of 1861 - rey 111 16 3 = 
Expenses of the census - - - i 203 14 11 —_ 


a EE SE eee 


£: 3,660 15 1 20,996 138 1 
bh et he 

Some of these items are included in the General Estimates as chargeable against the 
Revenue of the year. 

8. The Ordinances involving a direct increase of expenditure which came into effect in 
1863 are :— 

Ordinance No. 2. for registration of births, deaths, and marriages, the expenses under 
which amounted to 259/. 19s. 7d.; and Ordinance No. 5. of 1862, for the deposit of goods 
free of duty, the total cost of which, including the rent of a store appropriated to that 
service, amounted to 124/. 3s. 4d.; but it does not appear that any goods free of duty were 
deposited in the charge of the Customs in 1863. 

9. The actual state of the Finances of Malta at the close of 1863 will be seen from the 
following statement :— 





£ s. d, 
Gross Credit Balance on 31st December 1863 _ -. - 36,394 17 103 
Add Revenue of 1863 :— 
Local - - - 156,481 0 9} 
Crown Agents - - . 1,350 0 8 
————- 157,831 1 5} 








194,225 19 4 
Deduct Expenditure of 1863:— 
Local - - - 159,697 10 0O 
Crown agents - . 3,376 2 6 
———-— 163,073 12 6 


SEG Some) 





31,152 6 10 
Less difference between the Consols dividends received 
from 1859 to 1863, and the amount invested, i.e., 
expenses of commission, &c. - - - - 59 11 1 





£31,092 15 9 


‘I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. GASPARD LE MARCHANT, 
The Right Hon. Edward Cardwell, M.P. Governor. 
&ec. &c. &c. 
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HELIGOLAND. HELIGOLAND. 


No. 28. No. 28. 





[ Not received. | 


siaeniaas a FALKLAND ISLANDS. 


No. 29. No. 29. 
Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Mackenzre to His Grace the Duke of 
NewcasTLez, K.G. 


(No. 32.) Government House, Falkland Islands, 


| June 12th, 1864. 
My Lorp Dovkg, | 
I nave the honour to transmit herewith the annual Blue Book for the year 1863. 

2. The most satisfactory tables are those of the Imports and Exports, the former 
showing an agegrcgate increase over last year’s return of 3,126/., and the latter an increase 
of 2,859/. over the exports of the preceding year. 

3. The Returns of Shipping show an increase of three in the number of vessels visiting 
this port for repairs and provisions during the year 1863, but a decrease in the tonnage of 
4,967 tons burthen as compared with the year 1862. 

4. I have appended to the Blue Book enclosed, the Gaol Regulations and other 
documents usually sent with it. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed ) J. G. MACKENZIE, 
His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, K.G. Governor. 
&c. &c. &c. 
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